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The city is about one or two months away from adopting a plan for its 12 acres at a certified tech park to the
north of City Hall, according to Bloomington’s Department of Economic and Sustainable Development.

Following input from public charrettes on the tech park in October, a presentation of an initial vision for the
downtown tech park will be unveiled at 4 p.m. March 19 in the council chambers at City Hall. Danise Alano-
Martin, the economic and sustainable development director, said feedback from the session will help the city
form its master plan ahead of its adoption by Bloomington’s Redevelopment Commission in April or May.

“We want the public to understand that this is a vision, it's a road map,” Alano-Martin said. “We have several
interested parties, local tech companies, tech companies from outside of the area, that are interested in
pieces of the property.”

An interdisciplinary design team organized by the city has created sketches of the envisioned tech park,
including a feature that will use the slope of green space on the property to create a natural stormwater
retention and filtration system. The B-Line Trail also intersects with the southwestern corner of the park and
will be integrated with elements of the park, Alano-Martin said.

She did not have any estimate on what some of the conceptual plans could cost, but Alano-Martin said that
by “certifying” the property a tech park, about $5 million in state and local tax revenues can be recouped by
the city and be used for development of the park. Another $4 million in grant funding from the state could be
available for use on the property, which the city purchased from Indiana University for $9.3 million in 2011.

The property has been analyzed by a design team headed by MKSK, a civic planning firm from Columbus,
Ohio. The Pizzuti Companies, Burgess & Niple, Design27 and Bloomington's Kirkwood Design Studio have also
been involved in laying out conceptual plans for the tech park. The team has to work with several structures
with historic designations on the property, including warehouse spaces from an old mill. Companies
interested in some of the historic properties on the land could also gain tax credits for rehabilitating certain
structures, she said.

IU Press uses the building at 601 N. Morton St. for its office space, but Alano-Martin said the city could be “15
to 20 years away” from realizing the full potential of the park. If a master plan is adopted by the
redevelopment commission, engineers and architects would begin drawing up details for potential
construction projects within the park.

A master plan, Alano-Martin said, will also help the city as it begins to recruit companies to be a part of “co-
work space” or to purchase pieces of the property and “get as much in the private sector and back on the tax
rolls” as possible. At the same time, she said the city could retain green spaces for use both by companies in
the park as well as the community, and state funding could be used to improve transportation systems in the
area.
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