
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 

INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION 
 

CHRISTINE POPP,    ) 
      ) 
  Plaintiff,   ) 
      ) 
 v.     ) No. 1:19-cv-03664-JPH-DML 
      ) 
MONROE COUNTY SHERIFF,  ) 
      ) 
  Defendant.   ) 
 

DEFENDANT’S ANSWER TO PLAINTIFF’S COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY AND 
INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

 
 Defendant, Monroe County Sheriff (“the Sheriff”), by counsel, in accordance with the 

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, responds to the Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive 

Relief (Doc 1) (“Complaint”) filed by plaintiff, Christine Popp (“Ms. Popp”), as follows: 

Introductory Statement 

 1. With regard to the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph one (1) of her 

Complaint, the Sheriff denies that he “has ‘hidden’ Ms. Popp’s critical comments—meaning that 

they can be viewed only by her but not by any other member of the public—while 

simultaneously allowing comments favorable to or supporting of him to remain publicly 

available.” The Sheriff denies that he has engaged in censorship of the views expressed by Ms. 

Popp on the Facebook page of the Monroe County Sheriff Department. Finally, the Sheriff 

denies that declaratory and injunctive relief are warranted. The Sheriff admits all other 

allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph one (1) of her Complaint. 

Jurisdiction, Venue and Cause of Action 

 2. The Sheriff admits that this Court has jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1331. 

 3. The Sheriff admits that venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 
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 4. The Sheriff admits that Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 57 permits parties to 

obtain a declaratory judgment to determine their rights and obligations in cases involving actual 

controversies, but denies that declaratory relief is available to Ms. Popp in this case. 

 5. The Sheriff admits that Ms. Popp is maintaining this action pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1983. 

Parties 

 6. The Sheriff admits the allegation asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph six (6) of her 

Complaint. 

 7. The Sheriff admits the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph seven (7) of 

her Complaint. 

Factual Allegations 

 8. The Sheriff admits the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph eight (8) of 

her Complaint. 

 9. The Sheriff admits the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph nine (9) of 

her Complaint. 

 10. The Sheriff admits the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph ten (10) of 

her Complaint. 

 11. The Sheriff lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 

truth of the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph eleven (11) of her Complaint. 

 12. The Sheriff admits the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph twelve (12) 

of her Complaint. 

 13. The Sheriff lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 

truth of the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph thirteen (13) of her Complaint. 
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 14. The Sheriff admits that the following post was made to the Facebook page of the 

Monroe County Sheriff Department on July 15, 2019: 

 

 15. The Sheriff admits that Ms. Popp posted the following “comments” to the 

Facebook page of the Monroe County Sheriff Department on July 15, 2019: 
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The Sheriff lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the truth of the 

allegation asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph fifteen (15) of her Complaint that her “comments 

were . . . intended to inform the public about immigration law and the role that officials may play 

in the enforcement of immigration law.” 
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 16. The Sheriff admits the following “electronic dialogue concerning his enforcement 

of federal immigration laws” was had on the Facebook page of the Monroe County Sheriff 

Department on July 15, 2019: 

 

 17. The Sheriff admits the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph seventeen 

(17) of her Complaint. 

 18. The Sheriff lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 

truth of the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph eighteen (18) of her Complaint. 

 19. The Sheriff denies the allegation that he “utilized the Facebook option to ‘hide’ 

Ms. Popp’s comments, thereby allowing them to be viewed by the user who posted the 
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comments (the account associated with Ms. Popp’s law practice) but not by any other user or 

member of the public.” The Sheriff lacks knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief 

about the truth of the remaining allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph nineteen (19) of 

her Complaint. 

 20. The Sheriff denies the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph twenty (20) 

of her Complaint. 

 21. The comments posted by Ms. Popp to the Facebook page of the Monroe County 

Sheriff Department on July 15, 2019, are “viewable by the public at large,” and have been since 

the moment that she posted each of them. The Sheriff lacks knowledge or information sufficient 

to form a belief about the remaining allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph twenty-one 

(21) of her Complaint. 

 22. The Sheriff admits the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph twenty-two 

(22) of her Complaint. 

 23. The Sheriff denies the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph twenty-three 

(23) of her Complaint. 

Legal Claim 

 24. The Sheriff denies the allegations asserted by Ms. Popp in paragraph twenty-four 

(24) of her Complaint. 

 WHEREFORE, defendant, Monroe County Sheriff, requests judgment in his favor and all 

other relief that is just and proper. 

Affirmative Defenses 

 Defendant, Monroe County Sheriff, by counsel, asserts the following affirmative 

defenses to the legal claim asserted by plaintiff, Christine Popp: 

Case 1:19-cv-03664-JPH-DML   Document 10   Filed 10/22/19   Page 7 of 8 PageID #: 37



8 

 1. Ms. Popp lacks standing to pursue injunctive relief. 

 2. Ms. Popp lacks standing to pursue declaratory relief. 

 3. Ms. Popp’s Complaint fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted. 

 WHEREFORE, defendant, Monroe County Sheriff, requests judgment in its favor and all 

other relief that is just and proper. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

       /s/ Lee F. Baker     
      Lee F. Baker  19257-53 
 
      Counsel for Defendant, 
      Monroe County Sheriff 
 
Monroe County Legal Department 
100 W. Kirkwood Avenue, Room 220 
Bloomington, Indiana 47404 
Email:  lfbaker@co.monroe.in.us  
Telephone: (812) 349-2525 
Facsimile: (812) 349-2982 
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