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Ordinance 2021-23
Electronic Attendance Policy for Public Meetings

WHEREAS, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and in recognition that public meeting rules could be
amended to take advantage of technological advances, Indiana Code 5-14-1,5-3,5 was amended by the
indiana General Assembly in 2021; and

WHEREAS, the Indiana General Assembly passed House Enrolled Act 1437, which now requires at least
fifty percent of a governing body to be physically present at a public meeting, but allows for electronic
participation in some public meetings by other members of a governing body provided the governing
body adopt a policy that complies with the amended law; and

WHEREAS, the Monroe County Board of Commissioners (“Commissioners”} wish to adopt and follow the
new electronic meeting rules for their meetings and other governing bodies and to encourage each
Monroe County Government governing body to adopt their own policy consistent with this

NQOW THEREFORE BE IT RESQLVED, that:

1. The Monroe County Board of Commissioners {“Commissioners”) wish to adopt and follow the
procedures of newly-amended Indiana Code 5-14-1,5-3.5. Those procedures are listed in “Exhibit A”,
which is attached hereto and incorporated herein. Exhibit A shows language that has been removed
from the Indiana Code in a strike-through format and new language is shown in bold.

2. The Commissioners recognize that the procedures in Exhibit A are not be required if and when either
the Governor declares a statewide disaster emergency or the Commissioners declare a local disaster
emergency. in that event, newly enacted indiana Code 5-14-1.5-3.7 takes effect. For clarification and
public education, House Enrolled Act 1437, which contains Section 3.7, is attached hereto and
incorporation herein as “Exhibit B”.

3. Alt members of the public shall be admitted to Commissioners’ meetings if they wish to participate
electronically and shall be able to view or listen and participate in the meeting under the regular rules
allowed for public participation, Meeting notices shall be posted as required by law and those notices
along with information about how to attend meetings electronically will also be listed on the Monroe
County Government website. The Commissioners and the Monroe County Technical Services
Department have prioritized and invested in hybrid-meeting technology to allow for such participation.

3. Staff members may participate electronically in all meetings, including those listed in subsection {i)
which are meetings members of the Commissioners must attend in person, provided there is no actual
need for a staff member to be physicaily present at a particular meeting. Such need shall be determined
at the sole discretion of the President of the Commissioners, unless a majority of the Commissioners
votes to require a staff member to attend a particular meeting.

4, Untll each governing body adopts its own policies, the Commissioners exercise their executive and
legislative powers to declare that the policies they are now adopting shalf apply to each and every
governing body. The Commissioners encourage each governing body to adopt policies that mirror these
and that conform to Indiana law at their next meeting or their earliest convenience.

Page 72 of 96




Adopted this day of day of 2021, by the Board of Commissioners, Monroe
County, Indiana.

MONROE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

"AYES" "NAYS®

Julie Thomas, President Julie Thomas, President
Lee Jones, Vice President Lee Jones, Vice President
Penny Githens, Member Penny Githens, Member
ATTEST:

Catherine Smith, Auditor
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EXHIBIT A

SECTION 5. {C 5-14-1.5-3.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.154-2016,

SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE

UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 3.5.

{a) This section applies only to a

governing body of a public agency of a political subdivision, other than
a governing bady of an airport authority or a department of aviation as
set forth In section 3.6 of this chapter,

(b} Subject to subsection (i}, a member of the governing hody of a
public agency who is not physically present at a meeting of the
governing body but-who-coramunicateswith-members-ofthe governing
hody-during-the-meeting-by-telephone,eomputer-video-conferencing;
orany-etherelectroniemeans-efeammunication:
Hi-maynetpactclpate-in-final action-taken-atthe-meetingunless
the-members-particlpationds-expressiy-euthorzed-by statuterand
{2}-may-net-be-considered-to-be presentatthe-meeling-unless
considering-the-nemberto-be present atthe-meetingis expressly
autherzed-by-statute:
{e}-The-memoranda-prepared-under-section-4-of-thischapterfora
meetipg-iwhich-a-member-particlpates by-usinga-means-of
commuication-deseribedin-subsaction{b}-muststate the name-of
{1} each-memberwho-was-physieallypresent-at-the place where
the-meeting-was-conducted;
{2yeaeh-memberwho-pardelpatedinthe meeting by-usinga
meaps-ofcommunication-describedin-subsection-thl-anhd
{8}-each-memberwho-was-absent: '

may participate in a meeting by any electronic means of
conimunication that does the following:

(1) Allows all participating members of the governing body to
simultaneously commuhicate with each other,

(2) Allows the public to simultaneously attend and observe the
meating. Howevet, this subdivision does not apply to a

meeting held in executjve session.

Subject to subsection (i), a governing hody member who
participates in the meeting by an electronic means of
communication shall be considered present for purposes of
establishing a quorum but may participate in any final action taken
at the meeting only if the member ¢an be seen and heard,

(c) A technological failure In an electronic means of
communicatioh that disrupts or prevents:

{1} the simuitaneous communication between a member who
is not physically present at the meeting and the governing
body; or

(2) @ member of the public who is not present at the meeting
from attending and observing the meeting;
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does not prevent the governing body from conducting the mesting
or affect the valldity of an actlon taken by the governing body at
the meeting if thae sum of the governing body members physically
present at the meeting and the governing body members
participating by electronic communication without technoogical
failure satisfy the quorum and (if a final actlon is taken) the voting
requirements of the governing body.

{d) The governing bady shall adopt a written policy establishing
the procedures that apply to a member's participation in a meeting
by an electronic means of communication. The governing body
may establish procedures that are more restrictive than the
pracedures established by this section. The policy adopted under
this section may include:

(1} limiting the number of memhers who may participate by
elactronic communication in any one {1) meeting;

(2) limiting the total number of meetings that the governing
hody may conduct in a calendar year by electronic
communication; and

{3) requiring a member, except in the case of a meeting callad

to deal with an emergency under section 5(d) of this chapter,
who plans to attend & meeting by any electronic means of
communication to notify the presiding officer within a certain
period of time before the meeting, as specified by the

governing body, so that arrangements may be made for the
member's participation by electronic communication.

{e) The memoranda prepared under section 4 of this chapter for
@ meeting in which a merber participates by an electronic means

of communication must:
{1) state the name of each member of the governing hody who;

{A) was physically present at the place where the meeting
was conducted;

(B} participated in the meeting by using any electronic

means of communication; and

(C) was absent; and

(2) identify the electrenic means of communication by which:

{A) members of the govarning body participated In the

meeting; and
(B} the public attended and observed the meeting, if the
meetfng was not held in executive session.

(f) All votes taken durlng a meeting under this section must be
taken hy roli call vote.

() At least fifty percent (50%) of the members of the governing
hody must be physically present at a meeting.
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{h)} A member of the governing body may not attend more than
fifty percent (50%) of the governing body's meetings in a calendar
year by means of electronic communication, unless the mamber's
electronic participation s due to:

(1) military service;

(2) iliness or other medical condition;

{3} death of a relative; or

(4} an emergency involving actual or threatened injury to

persons or propetty.

{f} A member of a governing body may not participate in a
maeeting of the governing body by electronic communicatlon if the
governing body is attempting to take final action to:

{1) adopt a budget;

(2) make a reduction in personnel;

{3) initiate a referendum;

(4) establish or increase a fee;

{5) establish or increase a penalty;

{6} use the governing body's eminant domain authority; or

{7) establish, ralse, or renew a tax.

{i) A governing body may not prohibit a member of the
governing body from attending consecutive meetings by electronic
communication, A member may attend two (2) consecutive
meetings (a set of meetings) by electronic communication, A
member shall physically attend at least one {1} meeting hetween
sets of meetings that the member attends by electronic
communication, unless the member's absence is due to:

{1} mititary service;

{2} Hiness or ather medical condition;

(3} death of a relative; or

(4) an emergency Involving actual or threatened injury to
persons or property.,
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EXHIBIT B

First Regulac Session of the 122nd General Assembly (2021}

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an exlsiing statute (or n section of the Judiana
Conslitution) is being smended, the texi of the existing provision will appearin this stylo wype,
additions will appeat in this style type, and delotions will appear in this style typer

Additions: Whenever a new slatutory provision is being enacted {or r new consfitutional
provision adopied), the text of the new provision will appear in this style iype, Also, the
word NEYY will nppeac in that styledype in the introdustory elause of each SECTION that adds
a new provision to the Indisnn Code or {ke Indiaita Constitution.

Conflict ieconeitation: Text in o statute fn Hhisshide iypa or this stpfe fppe reconciies conflicts
betsvoon statutes enacted by the 2020 Rogular Session of tho Genornl Assainbly,

HOUSE ENROLLED ACT No. 1437

AN ACT 1o amend the Indiana Code concerning state and local
administration.

Be it enacted by the General dssembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 5-1-3-1 IS AMENDED TO READ ASFOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 1. For As used in the putposes
of this chapter:

(1) Melectronic signafure' las the meaning set forth in
1C 26-2-8-102(10);

(2) Yobligations™ shall include any bond, note, warrant, or
other obligation; and

& (3) "public entity" shall include any political subdivision as
defined by IC 36-1-2, state commission, state authority, and all
other public bodies corporate and politic.

{b) *Obligations" shatt inelude any bond; note; warrant; or othet

SECTION 2, IC 5-1-3-2 }S AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 2. (a) Whenevel any existing
statute requires the manual execution, attesting orauthentication of any
obligation issued by any public entity named in IC 5-1-1-1 by ane (1)
or fmore officials or persons, facsimile sipnatures or electromic
signatures of such the officials or persons inay be used instead of and
with the same force and effect as manually executing such the
obligations, One (Y sighature ot the obligatier: shalt be matnmat and
may be cither including the signature of ene (1) of the officials or

HEA 1437 -— Concur
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2

persons or of any trustes, paying agent, yepistrar, co-registrar, transfer
agent, ot other fiduciary charged with authenticating the obligations,

(b) Ay obligation executed by the facsimile signature or electronic
signature of officials or petsons is valid and binding, if the officials or
persons satisfied the provisions of the statute under which the
obligation is issued on the date that the signatare was priuted on the
obligation, evenifthe obligationis delivered after the official orperson
whose facsitmile signature ox electromic signature appears thercon no
longer satisfies the provisions of the statute,

SECTION 3, IC 5-1-14-1.5 1S AMENDED TGO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 1.5. Asused in this
chapter, "obligations" has the meaning set forth in Y& S-1-3-4¢b):
IC 5-1-3-1(2),

SHECTION 4, IC 5-1-14-18 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA CODE
AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGEY: See, 18, In connection with the issuance by the
issuey of any obligation deseribed in XC 5-1-1-1(b), the execution of
the obligation (including any contract, certificate, or othex
docament executed on behalf of the issuer in connection with the
execution of the obligation) using electronic signatures rather than
manual sipnatures shall be considered fully Jegal and valid for all
purposes with the same force and effect as if the execution wexe
performed with manual signatures,

SECTION 5. IC 5-14-1.5-3.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.154-2016,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TOREAD ASFOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 3.5. (a) This seetion apples only to a
govermning body of a public agency of a political subdivision, otherthan
a governing body of an airport authority or a department of aviation as
set forth in section 3.6 of this chapter.

(b) Subjeet to subsection (i), a member of the governing body of a
public agency who is not physically present at a meeting of the
governing body but-who communicates withrmembets of the govertiing
brody duting the meeting by telephotie; eamputery video conforeneing;
or any other electromic means of commumnication:

1) may not participate th final action takety at the meeting unless:
the membet's patticipation is expressly anthorized by statute; and:
) may not be considered to be present at the tueeting untess
vonstdering the member to be present at the meeting is exprossty
awthorized by statute:

fe) The memeranda propated nnder seetiorr 4 of this ehapter for &
meeting itr which a member participates by using = means of
comtitication deserthed fir subseetion (b} must state the nane of:

HEA 1437 —— Conear
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() each moember who was physically present at the place where
the mesting was cotdncteds
(2) vuch member who participated i the meeting by using 2
means of comranteation desoribed in subseetion (b); and
) cach member who was absent:
may participate it & meeling by any dlectronic mesns of
communication that does the following:
(1) Allows all paxticipating members of the governing body to
simultaneously communicate with each other.
(2) Allows the public to simpltaneously attend and observe the
meeting, However, this subdivision does nof apply to a
raeeting held in executive session.
Subject to subsection (i), a governing body member who
participates in the meeting by an clectronic mesns of
communication shall be considered present for purposes of
establishing a quorum but may participate in any final action taken
at the meeting only il the member can be seen and heard,

(© A tiechnological Tailure in am eclecirenic means of
comimunication that disrupts or prevents:

{1) the simultaneous communication between a member who

is not physically present at the meeting and the governing

body; or

(2) a member of the public wlio is not present af. the meeting

from attending and observing the meeting;
does not prevent the governing body from conducting the meeting
or affect the validity of an action taken by the governing body at
the meeting if the sim of the governing body members pltysically
present at the meeting and the governing body members
participating by electronic commmunication withoot technelogical
failure satisty the quorum and (if 4 final action is taken) the voting
requirements of the governing body.

(d) The goverming body shall adopt a written policy establishing
the proeedures that apply to s member's participation in a mecting
by an electronic means of communicafion. The governing body
may establish procedures that are more restrictive than the
procedares established by this section, The poliey adopted under
this seetion may include:

(1) limiting the number of members who may participate by
eleetrenic communication in any one (1) mecting;

(2) limiting the total number of meetings that the governing
body may conduct in a calendar year Dby electronic
communication; and

HEA 1437 — Concur
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(3) requiring a member, except in the case of a meeting called
to deal with an emergency under seetion 5(d) of this chapter,
who plans to attend a meeting by any elecironie means of
conumunication to notify the presiding officer within a certain
period of time before the meeting, as specified by the
governing body, so that arvangements may be made for the
member's paxtcipation by electronic communication.

(e) The memoranda prepared under section 4 of this chapter tox
a meeting in which a member participntes by an electronic means
of communication must:

(1) state the name of cach member of the governing body who:
(A) was physieally present at the place where the meeting
was conducted;

(B) participated in the meetlng by using any slectronie
means of communication; and
(C) was absent; and

(2) identify the electronic means of commimication by which:
(A) miembers of the governing body participated in the
meeting; and
(B) the public aifended and observed the meeting, if the
nmeeting was not held in execulive sessiom.

(f) Al votes taken during a meeting under this section must be
taken by roll eall yote,

(g) Atleast fifty percent (50%) of the members of the governing
body must be physically present at a meeting,

(h) A member of the governing body may not attend more than
{ifty percent (50%) of the governing body's meetings in a ealendar
year by means of electronic communication, unless the member's
electronic participation is due to:

(1) military service;

(2) iliness or other medical condition;

(3) death of a relative; or

(4) an emergency involving actual or threatened injury to

persons or property.

(i) A member of a governing body may not participate in a
meeting of the governing body by elecironic communieation if the
governing body is attempting to take final action to:

(1) adopt a budget;

(2) make a veduction in personnel;

(3) initiate a referendum;

(4) establish ox increase a fee;

(5) establish or increase a penalty;

HIEA 1437 — Concur
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(6) use the governing body's eminent domain authority; or
(7) establish, raise, or renew a tax.
(i) A governing Dody mnay not prohibit a member of the
governing body from attending consecut!ve meetings by electronte
comunication. A inember mxy attend fwo (2) consecutive
wneethngs (a set of meetings) by clectronic communication, A
member shall physically attend at least one (1) niceting between
sels of meetings that the member attends by electronie
communication, waless the member's absence is due fo;
(1) military service;
(2) illzess or other medical condition;
(3) death of a relative; or
(d) an emergency involving actual or threatened injury to
pexsons or propexty,
SECTION 6, IC 5-14-1,5-3,6, AS AMENDED BY P.L.237-2017,
SECTION 13,18 AMENDED TOREAD ASFOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 3.6, (8) This section applies only to a
governing body of the following:
(1) A. charter school (as defined in IC 20-24-1-4).
{2) A public agency of the state, including a body corpozate and
politic established as an instrumentality of the state,
(3) Analtport authority or a department of aviation under IC 8-22.
{b) A member of a governing body who is not physically present at
a meeting of the governing bedy may participate in a meeting of the
governing body by electronic communication only if the member uses
ameans of communication that permits:
(1) the mermber;
(2) all other members participating in the meeting;
(3) all membets of the public physically present at the place
where the meeting is conducted; and
{4) if the meeting is conducted under a policy adopted under
subsection (g)(7), all mnembets of the publie physically present at
a public location at which a meinber participates by mneans of
electronic communication;

to simuktaneousty conununicate with each other during the meeting,

(c) The govetning body must ful{ill both of the following
requitements for a member of the governing body to participate in a
meeting by efecironic communication:

(1) This subdivision does not apply to coinmittecs appointed by
a board of trustees of 4 state educational institution, by the
cormumission for higher education, by the board of the Indiana
economic development corporation, or by the board of directors

HEA 1437 — Concar
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of the Indiana secondary market for education loans, as
established, incorporated, and designated under IC 21-16-5-1.
This subdivision does not apply to a govexning body if at lenst
{ifty-one pexcent (51%) of the governing body membership
consists of individuals with a disability (as described in
1C 12-12-8-3.4) or individuals with a significant disability (as
deseribed in IC 12-12-8-3.6), or both, The minimyum number of
members who must be physically present at the place wherc the
meeting is conducted must be the greater of!
(A) two (2) of the merbers; or
(B) one-third (1/3) of the members,
(2) All votes of the govetning body during the electronic meeting
must be taken by rolf call vote.
Nothing in this section affects the pnblic's right under this chapler to
attend a meeting of the governing bady at the place where the meeting
is conducted and the minimum number of members is physically
present as provided for in subdivision (1).

(d) Bach member of the governing body is required to physically
attend at least one (1) meeting of the governing body annually. This
subsection does not apply to a governing body if at least filty-one
percent (51%) of the governing body membership consists of
individuals with s disability (as descyibed in IC 12-12-8-3.4) or
individuals with a sipnificaut disability (as described in
1C 12-12-8-3.6), ox both.

(e) Unless a policy adopted by a governing body under subsection
() provides otherwise, a member who participates in a meeting by
electronic comrmunication:

(1) is considered to be present at the meeting;
(2) shall be cognted for purposes of establishing a quorum; and
{3) may vote at the meeting,

(f) A governing body may not conduct meetings using a means of

electronic communication until the governing body:
(1) meets all requitements of this chapter; and
{2) by a favorable vote of a majority of the members of the
governing body, adogpis a policy under subsection (g) governing
participation in meetings of the governing body by electronic
communication.

(g) A policy adopted by a governing body to govern participation in
the governing body's meetings by electionic communication tnay do
any of the following:

(1} Require a member to request authorization to participate ina
meeting of the goveing body by elestronic communication

HIEA 1437 — Concur
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within a certain number of days before the meeting to allow for
atrangemenis (0 be made for the member's participation by
electionic communication,
(2) Subject to subsection (e), limit the number of members who
may patlicipate jn any one (1) mecting by electronic
comumunication.
(3) Limit the total number of meetings that the poverning body
may conduet in a calendar year by electronie communication.
(4) Limit the number of meetings in a calendar year in which any
ote (1) member of the goveming body ay participate by
electronic commmuication.
(5) Provide that a member who participates in a meeting by
electronic communieation may not cast the dsciding vote on any
official action, For pugposes of this subdivision, a member casts
the deciding vote on an official action #f, regardless of the ovder
in which the voies are cast:
(A) the member votes with the majority; and
(B) the official action is adopted or defented by one (1) vote,
(6) Require a metnber participating in a mecting by electronic
cormmnunication to confirm in writing the votes cast by the
member duting the meeting within a certain munber of days after
the date of the meeting.
(7) Provide that In addition to the location where a meeting is
conducted, the public may also attend some or all meetings of the
governing body, excluding executive sessions, at a public place
or public places at which a mesmber is physically present and
patticipates by electronic coinmunication, Ifthe governing body's
policy includes this provision, a meeting notice must provide the
Tollowing information:
(A) The identity of each member who will be physically
present at a public place and participate in the meeting by
electronic commmication.
(B) The address and telephone number of each public place
where a member will be physically present and participate by
glectronic communication.
(C) Unless the meeting is an oxecutive session, n statement
that a jocation described in clause (B) will be open and
accessible to the publie, :
(8) Require at least a quorum of members to be physically present
at the location where the meeting is conducted.
(9) Provide that a member participating by electronic
comumnication may vote on official action only if] subjeot to

HEA 1437 — Coneur
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subsection (e), a specified number of members:
(A) are physicatly present at the focation where the meeting is
conducted; and
(B) concur in the official action.
(10) Establish any otherprocedurss, limitations, or conditions that
govern participation in meetings of the goveting body by
elecironic communication and are not in confliet with this
chapter.

(h) The policy adopted by the governing body must be posted on the
Internet web site of the governing body, the chatter school, the airport,
or the public agerncy.

(i) Nothing in this scction affects a public agency's or charter
school's right to exclude the public from an executive session in which
a member participates by electronic communication.

SECTION 7. IC 5-14-1.5-3,7 IS ADDED TO THE INDIANA.
CODE AS A NEW SECTION TO READ AS FOLLOWS
[EFFECTIVE UPCN PASSAGE]: See, 3.7. (a) This section applics
only if: '

(1) the governor declares a disaster emergeney under
IC10-14-3-12; ox

(2) the executfive (ns defined in XC 36-1-2-5) of a political
subdivision declares a loeal disaster emergency under
1C 10-14-3-29,

(b) Notwithstanding section 3.5 or 3.6 of this chaptex, the
members of a governing body are not requived to be physically
present at a meeting until the disaster emergency o loeal disaster
emergency is tevminnted. The members of a governing body may
meet by any means of electronic communication, if the following
ave satisfied:

(1) At least a quortum of the members of the governing body
participate in the meeting by means of clectronic
communieation or in person,

(2) Thepublicis able to simultancously atiend and observe the
meeting, However, this subdivision does mot apply to a
meeting held in executive session.

(c) The memoranda for a meeting prepaved under section 4 of
this chapter for a meeting held uuder this section must:

(1) state the name of each memnber of the governing body who:
(4) participafed in the meeting by using any electronie
means of comutication; and
(B) was ahsent; and

(2) identify the electronic means of communication by which:

HEA 1437 — Concur
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(A) members of the governing body participated in the
mecting; and
(B) the public attended and observed the meeting, if the
meeting was not held in executive session,
(d) All votes taken dering a meeting undex this scefion must be
taleen by roll enll vote,
SECTION 8. IC 6-9-38-9, AS ADDED BY P.J.214-2005,
SECTION 47, 1S AMENDED TO READ ASFOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 9. As used in this chapter, "obligations" has
the meantng set forth in ¥& 5=t3=1{) IC 5-1-3-1(2).
SECTION 9, IC 8-1.2.2-31, AS ADDED BY P.1.179-2007,
SECTION 10,1S AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPONPASSAGE]: Sec. 31. (a) Except as provided in subsection (e),
this seetior applies to a meoting of the board of commissioners of &
joitt agenoy at which at least a quorum of the board is must be
physically present at the place where the meeting fs conducted: a
meeting of the board of commissioners of 2 joint agency is
conducted.
(b) A member of the board of commissionets of a joint agehey may
patticipate in a meeting of the board of comnissioners by using a
means of electronic communication that permits:
(1) all other members patticipating in the meceting; and
(2) ell members of the public physically present at the place
where the meeting is conducted;

to simalianeously cominunicate with each other during the meeting,

{c) A member of the board of commissioners of a joint agency who
participatesina meeting by using ameans of communication described
in subsection (b) is considered to be present at the meeting,

(d) The memoranda of a meeting of the board of commissioners of
a joint agency prepated under IC 5-14-1,5-4 must state the name of:

(1) each member who was physically present at the place where
the meeting was conducted,;

(2) each member who participated in the meeting by using a
means of communication described in subsection (b); and

(3) each member who was absent.

(e) This subsection applfes if the governor declares a disaster
emergency undex IC 10-14-3-12, o1 a loeal disaster emergency is
declared vmder IC 10-14-3-29, The board of commissioners of a
joint agency may meet without any membeys of the board of
commissioners being physically present af the meeting until ninety
(90) days after the disaster emergeney or local disaster emergency
is terminated, if the members participate by means of electronis
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communication in the manmer set forth in subsection (b). A
member of the board of commissioners of n joint agency who
participates In a meeting in accordance with this subsection is
considered to be present at the meeting. The board shall prepare
a memoranda of the meeting as set forth in snbsection (d),
SECTION 10, An emexgency is declared for this act,
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