
Citizen Journo Tip from The B Square

Finding and downloading old aerial photos Bloomington



Start here: https://gis.iu.edu/dataset/local/bloomington_historic.html

This is a preliminary step: Retrieve the index numbers of the photos you want.

Click on the “Index 
Map” for the year 
that you want.

https://gis.iu.edu/dataset/local/bloomington_historic.html


You’ll land on an image with a grid full of indexed numbers. The numbers 
correspond to the center of an aerial photo in the archive.

Jot down the 
number(s) of the 
images you think 
you want.



Here’s where you register: https://gis.iu.edu/downloads/isdptool.html 

This is where you’ll land after registering: https://gisdb.uits.indiana.edu/ISDP/landing.php 

From the 
“SEARCH FOR 
FILES” dropdown 
menu, pick “BY 
DATASET”

https://gis.iu.edu/downloads/isdptool.html
https://gisdb.uits.indiana.edu/ISDP/landing.php


Scroll to the bottom, 
or search for 
“1949-1975 City of 
Bloomington Aerial 
Photos”

Click the “Show 
Files Link”

After picking “BY DATASET” you’ll land on this page: 
https://gisdb.uits.indiana.edu/ISDP/selectDataset.php

https://gisdb.uits.indiana.edu/ISDP/selectDataset.php


Click on the “+” 
signs to expand 
folders you want, 
which will then turn 
to “-” signs so you 
can collapse them.

Check the boxes of 
the files you want.

After clicking  “SHOW FILES LINK” you’ll land on this page: 
http://gisdb.uits.indiana.edu/ISDP/listDataset.php?dsid=86

http://gisdb.uits.indiana.edu/ISDP/listDataset.php?dsid=86


After you have 
checked the boxes 
of all the files you 
want, click the 
“Submit” button at 
the bottom of the 
page.

You’ll stay on the same page 



Confirm your file 
request by clicking 
the “Submit” button. 

After you “Submit” you’ll land on this page. 



Wait for the email to 
arrive with a 
download link. 

After you “Submit” a second time you’ll see this screen. 




