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STATE OF | NDI ANA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF MONROE )
IN THE Cl RCU T COURT OF MONROE COUNTY
CAUSE NO. 53006-2203- PL- 000509
COUNTY RESI DENTS AGAI NST ANNEXATI ON, )

I NC., an Indiana not for profit
corporation, et al.

Renonstrat ors/ Appel | ant s/ Petitioners,
- VS_
THE COVMON COUNCI L of the Gty of

Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, |ndiana,
et al.

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Respondent s.
DEPCSI TI ON OF DUSTI N DI LLARD

The deposition upon oral exam nation of DUSTIN
DI LLARD, a wi tness produced and sworn before ne,
Col | een Brady, Notary Public in and for the County
of Monroe, State of |ndiana, taken on behalf of the
Respondents, at the offices of Bloom ngton City
Hal |, 401 North Morton Street, Room 225,
Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, Indiana, on the
20t h day of March 2024, at 11:01 a.m, pursuant to
the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure with witten
notice as to time and place thereof.
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1 INDEX OF EXAMINATION 1 (Timenoted: 11:01am.)
2 Page 2 DUSTIN DILLARD,
3 DIRECT EXAMINATION ................. 5 | 3 having been duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole
Questions by Stephen C. Unger 4 truth, and nothing but the truth relating to said
4 5 matter, was examined and testified as follows:
CROSS-EXAMINATION . ................ 100 6
2 Questions by William J. Beggs 7 DIRECT EXAMINATION,
7 8 QUESTIONSBY STEPHEN C. UNGER:
8 9 Q Couldyou state your name for the record?
9 10 A Yeah. Dustin Dillard.
10 11 Q Chief, isitall rightif I call you chief?
11 12 A You can cal mewhatever you want.
12 13 Q We've never met before today that | can recall;
13 14 right?
14 15 A | don't recall.
15 16 Q I'm Steve Unger. I'm one of the attorneys that
1673 17  representsthe city in their annexation efforts.
18 Have you ever been deposed before?
18
19 19 A | have.
20 20 Q Okay. What for?
27 21 A Fireinvestigation related stuff.
22 22 Q Soyou know it's important -- we have a court
23 23 reporter; you understand you're under oath?
24 24 A 1do.
25 25 Q And sheistyping everything that you say?
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Page 6
1 A Absolutely.
2 Q It'simportant that when | ask you ayes-or-no
3 question, you answer yes or ho instead of
4 nodding your head.
5 A Okay.
6 Q Because ahead nod doesn't show up in the
7  transcript.
8 A Okay. Not aproblem.
9 Q Andit'salso important we try not to talk over

10 each other just so that sheis ableto keep
11 track of what | say and you what you say.
12 Y ou understand that?

13 A Understood.
14 Q Sodo you understand that I'm going to ask you

15 questions and your responsibility isto answer
16 the questionsthat | ask you as truthfully and
17  honestly and completely as you can.

18 Do you understand that?

19 A Absolutely.

20 Q If for whatever reason | ask you something and
21  youdon't understand it, will you let me know?
22 A Absolutely.

23 Q If weneed abreak at any point just let me

24 know.

25 A Okay.

Page 8

1 Q All with Monroe Fire Protection District?

2 A Correct. When | started, the name of the

3 district was Perry-Clear Creek Fire Protection

4  District. It wasrenamed after several mergers.

5 Q When did you start with Perry-Clear Creek Fire

6  Protection District?

7 A 2006.

8 Q Andyou started, | assume, asjust a

9 firefighter?
10 A Volunteer firefighter.
11 Q Okay. At that timewas Perry-Clear Creek a
12 volunteer -- Perry-Clear Creek Fire Department
13  District avolunteer department?
14 A It was acombination department. There were
15 paid and volunteer staff.
16 Q Okay. When did you become -- let me back up.

17 Prior to Perry-Clear Creek, were you with

18  any other departments?

19 A No.

20 Q When did you convert from a volunteer to a paid
21 firefighter?

22 A | don't remember the date. It was within the

23  firstyear. | started working part time.
24 Q Do you recall when you became full time?
25 A 2010. March of 2010.

Page 7
1 Q Justl ask that you finish the answer to the
2 question I've asked.
3 A Absolutely.
4 Q What did you do to prepare for your deposition
5 today?
6 A Looked at some previous emails. Looked at a--
7 1 got afolder that has a couple of documents.
8 Newspaper articles mostly. Really -- sorry,
9 counsel, but -- not awholelot.
10 Q When you say you looked at previous emails and
11  documents, what were you looking for?
12 A | just typedin "Annexation" in my email and
13 just looked at whatever came up.
14 Q Who are you employed?
15 A Monroe Fire Protection District.
16 Q What isyour role there?
17 A | amthefire chief.
18 Q How long have you been in that role?
19 A Since September 2014. Coming up on 10 years.
20 Q What did you do prior? What were you -- you've
21  been the chief since September 2014?
22 A Correct.
23 Q Beforethat, what was your --
24 A | wasan assistant chief, | was a captain of
25 training, and | was afirefighter.

Page 9
1 Q When you became full time, wasthat still asa
2 firefighter?
3 A ltwas.

4 Q Andthen by September of 2014, you became the
5 chief?
6 A Correct. Shortly after | became full time, |
7  took over training as a captain.
8 Q When you started in 2006, can you say what
9 percentage was volunteer -- firefighters were
10  volunteer -- versus full time? How many --
11  maybe away to ask that is how many full time,
12 fully paid, firefighters did they have at that
13 time?
14 A Probably around 15.
15 Q Would that include upper level policymaking?
16 A No. Therewere only two at that time. So 15to
17 18 with everyone that was career include.
18 Q How many volunteers were there at that time?
19 A 20 maybe. It'salways ahard one to answer
20  because there's active and not so active people.
21 Q Meaning some people that are on the volunteer
22 list--
23 A Correct.
24 Q -- don't dways show up?
25 A Yeah

3 (Pages6-9)
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Page 10

1 Q Right? Correct?

2 A Yeah

3 Q Understood. What isyour home address?

4 A 811 East Monroe Dam Road. And that's

5 Bloomington, 47401.

6 Q Isthat in an annexation area?

7 A No.

8 Q Sol'mclear here, you understand there are

9 seven annexation areasin total that were,
10 ultimately, adopted by the city?
11 A Understood.
12 Q But we'rereally here on only two: Area 1A and
13 1B. You understand that?
14 A Yes dir.
15 Q Sowhen| say "annexation areas," that does not
16 include any of the annexation areas?
17 A Oh, no, correct. I'm way south.
18 Q Haveyou lived there the entire time that you --
19 A | moved to that location in 2010.
20 Q Where'sthe headquarters for the fire district?
21 A 3953 South Kennedy Drive, Station 22.
22 Q Isthat inany of the annexation areas?
23 A | think it would bein 1A maybe. It's by Kroger
24 South. | can't remember if it's 1A or B.
25 Q Soyouthinkit'sin ArealA or 1B?

Page 12
MR. UNGER: Clements, okay.

MS. CLEMENTS: Witha"T."
MR. UNGER: Thank you.

4 Q And then Mr. Beggs a couple of months ago?

5 A No. It waswithin the last month.

6 Q Withinthelast month. Okay. The discussion

7  with Mr. Beggs within the last month, what did

8  that discussion entail ?

9 A Justto ask if anything was known about this
10 deposition. The group was listed in the letter
11 that | received.

12 Q Thegroup, I'm sorry?

13 A What isit? Community -- the CRAA. It saysit
14  onthetop of theletter. 1 don't know.

15 Q So-- go ahead.

16 A The peoplethat you'rein court with.

17 Q Yeah. Soyour discussions with Mr. Beggs
18 related to CR -- County Residents Against

19  Annexation?

20 A Yeah. The question was "What is this about?"
21 Q Didyoutalk at all about the impacts on -- of
22  annexation on firefighting operationsin

W N -

23 Bloomington and Monroe County?
24 A | wasreminded of the conversation we had
25  severd years ago when that was a question that

Page 11
1 A | believe so.

2 Q Soyou've been identified as someone who, if

3 calledtotestify in this case, would be asked

4 totestify about the impacts on firefighting

5  operationsin Bloomington and Monroe County if
6 the annexations occur.

7 Y ou understand that?

8 A Yes
9 Q Haveyou discussed any of those issues with
10 Mr. Beggs or anybody at his firm?
11 A Not for sometime. At onepointintime, | had a

12 phone conversation with Mr. Beggs and Margaret.
13 | couldn't tell you when, but it's been one if
14  not two to three years ago.

15 Q Any other occasions since that call oneto
16  two -- or two to three years ago? | don't want
17  to misstate.

18 A Spokewith Mr. Beggs for 15 or 20 minutes within
19 thelast month. | don't recall what day.

20 Q Sol just want to make sure I'm exhausting them.
21 A coupleof years ago with --

22 A Correct.

23 Q -- Mr. Beggsand Ms. Clements?

24 MR. UNGER: Clementsor Clements?

25 MS. CLEMENTS: Clements.

Page 13
1 wasasked at thetimewas. was there going to

2 beanimpact to the tax revenue?
3 Q Didyou discuss any other impacts beyond tax
4 revenue?
5 A |don'trecal.
6 Q AndI wanttobeclear. Any other -- did you
7  discuss any other impacts besides tax revenuein
8 thelast month with Mr. Beggs?
9 A No.
10 Q And thentwo or three years ago, when you had
11 the other conversation, any other impacts
12 besidesrevenue that were discussed that you
13 recal?
14 A | remember specifically talking about income
15 tax. | think public safety and regular income
16 tax. | wasactualy out of town and on the
17  phoneinaparking lot. So it was apretty
18  casua conversation.
19 Q And so what wasthe -- if you can tell me, what
20 wastheimpact to annexation -- the tax impact
21  that you discussed a couple of years ago and
22 were reminded about?
23 A Itwas, basicaly, the city had done afinancial
24 study -- the county had done afinancial study,
25 and it was whether or not | had looked at that

4 (Pages 10 - 13)
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Page 14
1 andif | knew what the impact would be.

2 Q Soyou'refamiliar with the county study and the
3 city study?
4 A | wouldn't say I'm familiar, but | have read
5 themin the past.
6 Q Do you have any other knowledge of the impact,
7  financial impact, or other impacts outside of
8 those studies? Or isthat what you're --
9A So--
10 Q Go ahead.
11 A | guesswhen | say I'm familiar with those

12 studies, | haven't put awholelot of weight

13  intotheir numbers. | understand how the local

14 incometax isdistributed -- so | understand

15 that, you know, it can be variable -- and |

16  understand that it would be impacted if the city

17  weretoincreasetheir levy. But without

18  knowing the exact numbers, | know there would be
19  animpact but | couldn't tell you how much it

20 would be.

21 Q You haven't done your own study of the financial
22 impact?

23 A No. Initidly, yes. When the city first

Page 16

1 Q What isthat change?
2 A Wadll, | would say that there was clarification.
There was legidation for quite sometime about
fire districts and annexation. There was a date
that was changed; and then there was some
language added that had to do with the size of a
fire district and, essentialy, how fire
protection is provided before and after

9 annexation.
10 Q You understand when the city started its
11  annexationin 2017, there was an assumption that
12 thecity would take over fire protection to the
13  areasthat it annexed; correct?
14 A | think assumption would be afair way to
15 describeit, yeah.
16 Q And then sincethat time, the legislation
17  providesthat the city will not take over fire
18  protection service --
19 A Correct.
20 Q --inthefire-- with respect to your
21  particular fire district.
22 A Correct.
23 Q Didyou run any numbers or do any study after

o ~NO 01 W

24 proposed the annexation, | know that it was 24 2020 when the city reinitiated the annexation
25  around 44 percent of our property tax levy, the 25 effort?
Page 15 Page 17
1 assessed value of our area, that was going to be 1 A No.
2 impacted -- beyond that, no. 2 Q Didyou go back and update your numbers or
3 Q When you say "initially," do you mean in 2017? 3  anaysisfrom 2017?
4 A Yeah. When there was a press conference and it 4 A No.

5 hit the paper.
6 Q I'msorry. So--and | want to make surel
7 understand. So you did astudy in 2017
8 yourself? Or you engaged somebody to do it?
9 A | wouldn't necessarily say it was astudy. |
10  just did the math.
11 Q Just did what math so | understand?
12 A | looked at the assessed value of the area that

13  wasbeing annexed and divided that by the total
14  assessed value of thefire district to see what
15  percentage was impacted.

16 Q Sothen the city, you understand, was stopped by

17  thelegislature from proceeding with annexation
18  after 2017 and then reinitiated it in, | want to
19  say, 2020 -- you understand that? -- 2021?

20 A | don't necessarily know how all that went down
21  inthat window. But, yeah.
22 Q And there was a change in how annexation impacts

23 fireservice during that period.
24 Do you understand that?
25 A Yes.

5 Q Asidefrom the-- | want to make sure I'm clear.

6 Asidefrom the financial impact, have you had
7  any other discussions about the impacts on

8 firefighting operations as aresult of the

9 city'sannexations?

10 A Yeah. | -- | believe -- in both conversations,
11 wasasked about how the services compared.
12 Q Andwhat was your answer to how services

13 compared?

14 A | think that it's difficult to answer, and the
15 reason | say that is because the city and the
16 firedistrict provide different services. If

17  you arelooking solely at fire protection, they

18 arevery similar. If you look at emergency

19 medical services, they're very different.

20 Thefire district provides alot more

21  services, from an emergency medical standpoint,

22  thanthe City of Bloomington. If you look at
23  technical rescue services -- things such as
24 confine space, hazardous material, rope rescue,

25 extrication, et cetera-- the fire district also

5 (Pages 14 - 17)
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Page 18
provides more services, but | think that would

1
2 beexpected based on the geographic area that we
3 cover. We haveto be prepared for alot more
4 typesof emergencies, if you will.

5 Q Isthat because there's more rural areain your

6 district?

7 A Wehave quarries. We have different types of

8 industry. We cover Lake Monroe, Indiana's

9 largest body of water. There arejust things

Page 20
1 impact uswould definitely hinder our progress.

2 Q You expect you'l still be able to provide fire

3 protection serviceto Areas 1A and 1B adequately
4  dfter the city completes - if the city

5 completes the annexations?

6 A Absolutely. | mean, that isour responsibility;

7  right?

8 Q Any other discussions about economic impacts as
9 aresult of annexation?

10 that we need to be prepared for. 10 A Not anything -- with regard to who, | guess?
11 It's difficult to compare fire departments 11 Q W.ithregard to Mr. Beggs.
12 asapplesto apples because we al have 12 A | don't believe so.
13 geographic areas that we're responsible for, and 13 Q Areyou aware of any other economic impacts that
14  that'stheimportant part. 14  you would anticipate testifying about at trial
15 Fire, you know, you can look at fire 15 relating to the annexations?
16  supression; it's the same across the country. 16 A | mean, potentialy. | don't know what the
17  Youknow, theintent isto get there as quickly 17 city'scaseis; I've not followed it. But if |
18 aspossible, put fires out, and save people and 18 weretorewind all the way back to 2017, to the
19 their property; right? 19 very beginning, there was areport that had some
20 Q You cover alarger geographic area, currently, 20 informationinit that | would haveto refresh
21 thanthecity covers? 21 on.
22 A Correct. 22 Q Maybetheway | -- anything you, personaly, are
23 Q Andthat areaisgenerally morerural, would you | 23  aware of, not that somebody else has told you or
24 agree? 24 somebody else prepared but anything you're
25 A | would say more suburban. At one point in 25  personally aware of concerning economic
Page 19 Page 21
1 time, there were alot of farms, rural aress, 1 impacts--
2 but the amount of subdivisions and neighbors 2 A Canyou explain that?
3 that have went up is pretty incredible over the 3 Q Wadll, have you done any other analysis of
4  |ast 15, 20 years. 4 economic impacts as a result of annexation?

5 Q | want to jump back before we get too far along.
6  You also mentioned the impact on income tax.

7  Have you done any numbers -- looking at the --
8 any analysis or datalooking at income tax

9 impact?
10 A No.
11 Q Asaresult of annexation?
12 A | have not.
13 Q What do you believe the impact to be?
14 A | don't know without knowing what the city's
15 levy would be, it would be impossible for me to

16 cdculatethat.

17 Q Any reason to believe whatever the impact is

18  would interfere with your operations?

19 A Yeah. | think that any income you lose isincome

20 that'sgoing to impact you. Without knowing the
21 extentof it, | couldn't sit here and tell you

22 what that impact would be. But, you know, the
23 firedistrict isdrastically growing, hiring

24 people, adding services, and we try to use every
25 dollar very wisely. So any dollar that would

5 A No.
6 Q You've specificaly been identified as someone
7  that can testify asto the economic impacts of
8 annexation on Areas 1A and 1B. And soI'm
9 trying to make sure | understand --
10 A | understand.
11 Q -- what your testimony isgoing to be. So

12 anything else you are personally aware of, have
13 persona knowledge of concerning economic
14 impactsto Area 1A and 1B?

15 A | guess| need some further clarification. |
16  received a subpoenato thefire district asfire
17  chief. | haveto be cognizant of the fact that
18 | amafirechief and aperson. Sometimes my
19 persona opinionsin thisline of work are not

20  necessarily applicable to my profession.

21 Y ou're asking me to answer something from a
22 persona standpoint, and | don't understand.

23  How am | being represent here?

24 Q Let mebreak it down for you because it's a good
25 question.

6 (Pages 18 - 21)
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Page 22
1 A Okay.

2 Q Asthefirechief, in aprofessional capacity,

3  areyou aware of any other economic impactsas a
4 result of the annexations of Area 1A and 1B?

5 A Yeah. So, yes. Basically those centered around
6 thecounty. And thereason I'm familiar with

7  that isthe county council reviews our budget on

8 anannua basis. Wedo, on occasion, ask for

9 additiona funding. Thingsto support new

10 projects. For instance, thefiredistrict is

11  going to start an ambulance service. ARPA funds
12 were used to purchase those ambulances.

13 If the county isimpacted negatively and
14  thebudget istighter, it is more difficult on
15 thefiredistrict to ask for additional fundsto
16  create new servicesthat provide protection to
17 Al county residents. That ambulance service
18  will not just protect the fire district, it will

19  also protect the City of Bloomington. Those
20  typesof things could be impacted.

21 Q | wantto understand. Isyour budget approved

22 by the county?

23 A Yeah. Sowe have what's called "Binding Review"
24 by the county council. We have our own tax

25 levy, our own fire district board that, you

Page 24
1 A Correct.

2 Q And | want to make sure I've exhausted --

3 besidesthe potential impact to the county, any

4 other economic impacts, as the fire chief, that

5 vyouare personaly aware of ?

6 A Theonly other impacts | would be aware of that
7  would have the potential to impact the fire

8  district would be townships that are not in the

9 firedistrict that contract with the fire

10 digtrict.

11 Obvioudly, if their budgets were to be

12 impacted, it would affect the amount of money
13  availablefor contractual services.

14 Q Haveyou done any studies of --

15 A Not independent from the studies that we've
16  aready talked about.

17 Q Sothat would be based off of --

18 A Correct.

19 Q Haveyou done any analysis of the studies that
20  other people have done whether or not that will
21  impact the contractual arrangements you have?
22 A Yeah. Therewassmall impact. | don't remember
23 thedollar amount. And, again, | think all of

24 thosefinancial reports are dated at this point.
25 Q Anything else asfire chief you're aware of in

Page 23
1  know, essentially determinesthelines, the

2 categories. But we go before the county council
3 for binding review.
4 Q Do they adopt your budget, the county council?
5 A They do.
6 Q Canthey raiseyour budget?
7 A Yes.
8 Q Canthey reduceit?
9 A They cannot reduce it lower than the previous
10 year that I'm aware of.
11 Q If you issue debt, does that have to be approved
12 by the county council?
13 A | don't know.
14 Q Haveyou had discussions with anybody at the

15  county recently about the financial impact of
16  annexation --
17 A No--

18 Q -- economic impacts?

19 A No. Sorry.

20 Q Thank you. Have you done any study or analysis
21 of theimpact on the county's finances as a

22 result of annexation?

23 A Notindividualy, no.

24 Q Youwould berelying on something somebody else
25 did?

Page 25
1 term of economic impacts as aresult of

2  annexation?
3 A Not -- not that comes to mind, no.
4 Q Let meask you, personally. Let me split those

5 up.

6 Anything personally you are aware of in

7  your own personal capacity in terms of economic
8 impacts?

9 A Yeah. So, | mean, obviously when thisinitially

10 darted, | went to alot of city meetings about
11  annexation. | went to alot of county meetings.
12 | waspresent at alot of places. | heard from
13 peoplethat provide trash services to township
14  trustees, to, just, the regular average citizen.
15 And, yeah, | mean, there werelots of

16  thingsthat were discussed. | personally did

17  not conduct any financial studies. But, yeah, |
18 mean, I'm aware of alot of things that would
19 change.

20 Q And | appreciate you answering because you knew
21  that was going to be my question.

22 A I'mtrying.

23 Q Yousay you're aware of alot of things that
24 would change.

25 What are those things?

7 (Pages 22 - 25)
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Page 26
1 A Waéll, for instance, | recall acouple of

individuals at a meeting who owned atrash
company, a private trash company. They were
pretty desperate for information because once
annexed, they would no longer be able to provide
servicesto that area. They seemed pretty
concerned. | mean, 1A and 1B have asizeable
number of residents; so, obviously, | think they
had a pretty compelling point. Should they lose
10 that business, that's damaging.

11 Q Wasthat something you looked into yourself? Or
12 it'sjust something that they told you?

13 A | did. | did read in the report that the city

14  would assume the trash pickup services and

15 whatnot. Based on that, | assumed that that was
16  accurate.

17 Q | want to make sure I'm clear. Did you do

18  anything to study the finances of this trash

19 company?

20 A No.

21 Q Didn'tlook into it yourself; it'sjust

22 something they told you?

23 A Wadll, they didn't tell me. They told the group.
24 Q Okay. You heard them telling other people that?
25 A Correct.

2
3
4
5
6
2
8
9

Page 28
1 interrogatory responses --

2 A Okay.
3 Q --from County Residents Against Annexation as
4 somebody who may testify that the city's fiscal
5 planfailsto properly account for the economic
6 impact of the annexation.
7 A Economic impact on who?
8 Q I'masking -- I'm asking you. I'mtrying to
9  understand from you what you would testify about
10 asto the economic impact of the annexation.
11 So let me ask you this; Have you studied
12 thecity'sfiscal plan?
13 A And thefiscal plan wasthe plan presented in
14  2017. Isthat what you're referring to?
15 Q Good question. Let me ask you more recently.
16 Haveyou studied the fiscal plan that was
17  adopted in 2021?
18 A That isthe plan that was updated that does not
19 include the annexation of fire protection?
20 Q Correct.
21 A Yes
22 Q Doyou know what version it was that you
23 studied?
24 A No, it'sbeen awhile.
25 Q Haveyou study other annexation fiscal plans?

Page 27
1 Q Anything else? And | want to -- | do want to

clarify. | don't want to know what other people
have said and what you've heard other people
say. | really want to know what you,
personaly, know.

Isthere anything else you, personally, are
aware of -- economic impact -- that you didn't
hear from somebody else or wasn't areport that

9 somebody €lse prepared?
10 A Right now, I don't know.
11 Q If youthink of any, will you let me know?
12 A | totaly will.
13 Q Appreciatethat. I'll tell you, you've aso

O~NO O WN

14  been identified as someone who can testify about
15 thewaysin which the city'sfiscal plan fails

16  to properly account for the economic impacts of
17  annexation.

18 | want to ask you, have you studied the

19 city'sfisca plan?

20 A Canyou explain to me more -- you said | was

21  identified as'; what do you mean by that --
22 that category of testimony? Like, what would |
23 beexpected to testify on?

24 Q That'swhy I'm asking you. | don't know. |
25  just know you've been identified in written

Page 29
1 MR. BEGGS: Object to the form.

2  Clarification, do you mean --
3 Q I'msorry. Let mereask the question. I'll
4 reask the question.
5 Have you studied other annexation fiscal
6 plansrelating to annexations around the state,
7  not relating to Bloomington?
8 A Yes
9 Q Which ones?
10 A | have frequently looked at annexationsin

11  relationto fire departments. | couldn't tell

12 you specificaly which ones. One that does come
13 to mind wasrelated to the Fort Wayne area.

14 Off and on, I'velooked at alot of places.

15
16
17

White River Township Fire District isaclose
partner of ours, and for years I've had

discussions with Chief Pell about the impact of
18 annexation on their fire district and how we're,

19  essentialy, the same now.

20 Q Essentiadly the same in what way?

21 A White River Township has not been impacted by

22 annexation by Greenwood. They had -- when |
23  mentioned earlier that there waslegidation in
24 placethat protected some fire districts from

25 annexation, White River Township was one of
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Page 30
1 them.

2 Q They'relarge enough that, if they're annexed by
3 Greenwood, they don't lose their fire territory?
4 A | don't know if it'srelated to size. White

5 River hasaways had that protection. It had to

6  do with establishment date in the '80s.

7 Q Sothefiscal plansyou studied, who prepared
8 thosefiscal plans?

9 A | don't know. To clarify, | don't have packets

10 of fiscal plans. It'sjust things I've read and

11 searched online. Some of them may have been
12 townsor cities. Somethings may have been on
13  fire departments websites. We're talking about
14  avariety of --

15 Q Sowhen| use-- and | apologize. When | use

16  thephrase "fiscal plans,” I'm talking about a
17  specific document that's prepared by a

18 municipality asapart of an annexation process.
19 Haveyou studied --

20 A No.

21 Q Okay. Sol'mclear, sorry. 1'm going to finish
22  my question.

Page 32
protection to people when someone ceased to do

that?

In doing so, | read things about the Fort
Wayne annexation and how they had not accounted
for providing the protection because Southwest
was supposed to be doing that; and Southwest,
essentially, didn't realize they were supposed
todoit, | guess. So they didn't.

Q That was before the city started considering its
annexations? Or was that as apart of -- did

11  youreview that after the city started

12 considering?

13 A | wasaware of it before; and then, actually,

14  thetiming of it, there were things going on

15 around the sametime.

16 Q Any other annexation fiscal plans -- or

17  annexationsyou've studied?

18 A No.

19 Q Do you have any information to suggest that the

20 2021 fiscal plan failed to properly account for

21  the economic impact of annexation?

22 A I'mstill confused by that question because the

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

23 A Understood. 23 fiscal plan would be accounting for the city
24 Q Haveyou studied other annexation fiscal plans, |24  providing services, not the impact to other
25  specifically? 25 agencies. So, | guess, what are you asking?
Page 31 Page 33
1 A | havenot. 1 Q Letmeask youthis. areyou aware of any

2 Q Haveyou reviewed them?
3 A Perhaps portions. That would have been included
4 intheareas| referenced.
5 Q Do you remember who prepared them?
6 A No.
7 Q Do you remember what specific annexations they
8 wererelated to?
9 A Yes. Theonly onel can specifically recall was
10 anannexation -- | believe it was Fort Wayne
11  into the Southwest Fire District.
12 Q What were you studying with respect to that
13 annexation?
14 A Sothiswas prior to any of this relationship,

15 if you will, the 2017 annexation attempt.

16  Southwest Fire District was afire district like
17  White River Township that did not get annexed.
18 Andit was my understanding that Southwest did
19  not provide the services to the areas that were
20 annexed like they should have. And that made me
21  interested because | wasn't sure why or what the
22 impact was. how large of an area? How many
23 people?

24 | mean, | waslooking at it from afire

25  department standpoint. Who was providing

2 deficienciesin the city's fiscal plan?
3 A | know that | had concerns about the placement

4  of fire stations and the amount that was being
5 budgeted for that. | know that at the time, |

6  was specificaly observant of this, redly, to

7  ensurethat the city had taken into account

8 doubletaxation since the fire district would be

9  providing servicesto that area.
10 Q And | want to make sure I'm -- when you say you

11  had concerns about the placement of fire

12 dations, wasthat in 20177

13 Was that based off of the 2017 fiscal plan
14  or the 2021 fiscal plan?

15 A | don'trecall. | believe the 2021 but | would

16  haveto look at the two to make sure.

17 Q Soif the city completes the annexations of Area
18 1A and 1B, what are your concerns about

19 placement of fire stations?

20 A | seethecity significantly needing afire

21  station on the southeast side, and | do not

22 recall that being addressed and | do not know

23  how Areas 1A or B's annexation would assist with
24 doing that.

25 Q Sol wanttomake surel'mclear here. You
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1 understand the fire protection district will
2 continueto provide fire protection service to
3 theentirety of Area1B?
4 A Absolutely.
5 Q Doyou believe the city needs afire station, a
6 new firestation, still asaresult of
7 annexation for Area1B?
8 A No. | know that they need afire station now.
9 Q Okay. You believethey need afire station
10  currently for current city residents?
11 A Correct.
12 Q Irrespective of annexation?
13 A Correct. But | waslooking at the report to see
14  what they were going to do, fire station-wise,
15  should annexation go through.
16 Q | want to make surel -- when wetalk about --
17  whenyou say "report,” you're talking about the
18 fiscal plan?
19 A Correct.
20 Q Arethere other existing reports that say the

21  city needs afire station on the southeast side?
22 A I'mnot sure that there's one that discusses
23 placement of afire station, but thereisa

24 report that discusses the need for additional
25  apparatus and personnel.

Page 36
1 Andthat future need isreally no longer the
2 future. It'sthere now.
3 Q Doesthefiredistrict have aneed for any
4  additiona station currently?
5 A Weare building one in Washington Township. And
6  after that is completed, we will be renovating
7  ordightly relocating the headquarter station,
8 whichis54 plusyearsold.
9 Q Arethere any other needs currently where you
10  think you need an additional fire station in the
11 digtrict?
12 A Asof right now, no. But we will, obvioudly, be

13  monitoring population growth and where

14  developments happen.

15 The comprehensive plan for Monroe County
16 established acouple of areasto alow future

17  growthin rural Monroe County. Two of those
18 threeareasarein thefiredistrict, and when

19 that growth beginsto occur, we will be looking
20 at adding firehouses or increasing staffing to
21 theareasthat currently servethem -- service
22 those.

23 Q Where are those areas?
24 A Sandersand Harrisburg. They are much farther
25  south than the annexation area.

Page 35
1 Q Do you know what the name of that report is?

2 A | do not know what the name of the report is,
3 but it was created by the International
Association of Firefighters; Bloomington's Local
586. | don't believethelocal did it. |
believe that the international completed the
7 study.
8 Q Haveyou done any studies specifically of
9 Bloomington Fire Department's needs, currently,
10  within the city boundaries irrespective of
11  annexation?
12 A |, personally, have not conducted studies.
13 Q Do you have persona knowledge of aneed for a
14  new fire statement, currently, beyond what
15 you'veread somewhere else or heard from
16 somebody else?
17 A Yes.
18 Q Explain that.
19 A By nature, that is something that a

o 01 b

20 firefighter -- specifically afire chief --

21 looksat. Andif | wereto produce amap of the
22 city and show you where those fire stations are
23  located now and show you where there has been
24 development and growth, | could show you where
25 therewould be afuture need for afirehouse.

Page 37
1 Q Asidefrom your concern over the need for afire

2  dation, currently, any other concerns or
3 deficienciesyou believe were in the fiscal
4 plan?
5 A No.
6 Q | just want to make sure because of the way the
7  answer wasworded for us. Any other --
8 A It waswindy, wasn't it?
9 Q Yeah. Any other waysin which you believe the
10 fiscal plan failsto account for the economic
11  impact of annexation?
12 A No. My only focus was on fire protection.
13 Q Areyou personally opposed to the city's
14  annexations of Areas 1A and 1B?
15 A Yes
16 Q Why?
17 A I'mvery familiar with those areas based on my
18 profession. And | would have adifficult time

19  being sold on what services would be received
20 additionally. And that's no disrespect to the

21  City of Bloomington. | just seealot of good
22 things already happening there and people seem
23  tobehappy.

24 Q What do you mean by "good things happening
25  there'?
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1 A They have good water. They have good trash

2 services. They have sidewalks. They have

3 dreetlights. They have good fire protection.

4  They have good law enforcement.

5 The only thing they lack -- the city also

6 lacks-- and that's emergency medical services,
7  ambulance-wise.

8 Q Isitfair to say you campaigned against the

9 city'sannexationsin 2017?

10 A | wouldn't -- I don't know exactly what the
11 definition of campaignis, but | clearly was
12 opposed to the annexation.

13 Q You spoke out against it.

14 A Absolutely.

15 Q Met with groups that were opposed to it.
16 A | met with al groups. So | wouldn't

Page 40
volume was not occurring in the areas that were

annexed. It would have been very difficult
to -- well, it would have been illogical to
reduce the force based on an area being annexed
that 1eft the need still existing outside of.

| think that should the annexation have
went through and we had the meetings that we
would have to have with our people, they would
have, probably, opted to keep those services,
which would have meant they were receiving the
11 same services and paying approximately 44
12 percent more for them.
13 Q You said receiving the same services. Y ou mean
14  in 2017, you were going to continue to provide
15 fire protection service after the city annexed?
16 A No. What I'm saying is should the city have

© O ~NOOULhWDNLPRE
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17  specifically say | only met with groups that 17  annexed and taken over fire protection, those
18 wereopposed toit. Anyone that extend an 18 who remained in thefire district would have
19 invitation for meto attend the meeting, | did 19 ether chosen to cut back on their fire
20 my best to attend. 20  protection or maintained the same services,
21 But you have to understand the dynamics of 21 which would have increased the cost of that.
22 that timeand the -- I'm not sure if you were 22 Q You mean the property owners would have chosen
23 involved in 2017 or not, but it was very 23 whether to maintain fire protection or increase
24 difficult asapublic safety provider to have 24 fire protection? I'm not sure I'm following
25  conversations and be involved in conversations |25  your answer there.
Page 39 Page 41
1 about things like we're discussing today. And 1 A Sol'mtryingto paint apicture. If you'rein
2  for that reason adone, it wasredly hard to thefire district and let's just say that Areas
3 support this. 1A and 1B make up 44 percent. There are

4 Q Andin 2017, whenthis-- asit was proposed at
5 that time and the city was going to takeover
6 fireprotection service, that was going to have
7 asignificant impact to your department?
8 A Itwas.
9 Q It would have asignificant impact on your job,
10  probably, wouldn't it?
11 A Probably not me, no.
12 Q Itwasgoing toimpact probably -- it was going
13  toimpact your service areasignificantly.
14 A Yeah.
15 Q Youwere going to lose alot of assessed value?
16 A 44 percent, yeah.
17 Q It was 44 percent of your assessed value?
18 A Correct.
19 Q You were going to have to cut firefighters?
20 A | don't necessarily think that the fire district
21  wasgoing to haveto cut firefighters.
22 Q With a44 percent decrease, you would not have
23 tocut firefighters you thought?
24 A Weél, so | think we could clearly document the
25 needfor our fire services. A lot of call

56 percent of the people who once made that fire
district still existing in the fire district,

but they must fund the fire department with

44 percent less assessed value or pay 44 percent

8 moreto maintain the same services.

9 Q Thank you. I'm understanding you. You're
10 talking about the people that are outside of the
11  annexation areas.

12 A That would still be impacted.

13 Q That would still bein the fire district.

14 A Correct.

15 Q But because of the changein the law and the
16 city isnot taking -- that's no longer the case;
17  right?

18 A Correct.

19 Q You sent out mailers opposed to the annexation;
20 right?

21 A | don't believe so.

22 Q Didyou draft lettersin opposition to the

23  annexation?

24 A Notthat | recall.

25 Q Didyou draft letters outlining the financial

~NOoO o~ wWN
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1 impact of annexation? 1  how the meeting came about, but there was an
2 A | don't remember. 2 auditorium full and I know that there was
3 THE WITNESS: Can | fill my water upwhile | 3  information shared about the county. | think it
4  you'relooking? 4  was probably the county's fiscal report, and
5 MR. UNGER: Yeah. Let'sgo off the record. 5 they're -- the county council is always adamant
6 Takeashort break. 6 that, when we went through mergers with the fire
7 (Off therecord.) 7 digtrict and whatever, that | show the impact on
8 (Deposition Exhibit 73 marked for 8 different varying levels of the household. So,
9 identification.) 9  you know, $100,000; $250,000 house. Based on
10 BY MR. UNGER 10 that, | believe, that's probably what this was
11 Q The court reporter has handed to you what'sbeen | 11 prepared for.
12 marked as Exhibit 73. Y ou see that? 12 Q Doyou recall ever distributing it otherwise?
13 A I do. 13 A | really don't.
14 Q Areyou familiar with this? Do you recognize 14 Q Do you recall doing mailers ever?
15 it? 15 A | don't.
16 A Probably need to read it. Yeah, | definitely -- 16 Q Onthefirst page, on the table showing increase
17  thisisaformat of something that | would have 17  dueto annexation, did you pull that from
18  created. 18 something else? Where did you get that data
19 Q Thiswascreated in 2017. Does that sound 19 from?
20  accurate? 20 A That information would have been from the math |
21 A | don'trecal. It most likely would have been 21  did obtaining the 44 percent. So the areas that
22 2017 or 2018. 22 were being annexed, being removed from the fire
23 Q Didyou prepareit? 23 district'stotal assessed value was 44 percent.
24 A |, obvioudly, don't see my name on it anywhere, | 24 So in this you document, I'm applying a 44
25  hut based on the font and the charts, | believe 25  percent increase to the property tax rate that
Page 43 Page 45
1 so. 1 folksthat werein the district and would be
2 Q Didyou distribute it to people? 2 remaining in the district would pay to keep the
3 A | don'trecall. 3 sameservices.
4 Q Doyourecal mailing it out at all? 4 Q Let memake sure I'm understanding. That's
5 A | don't. 5 intended to be an estimated increase of simply
6 Q You can set that aside. 6  shifting 44 percent across the remainder of the
7 A Hey, there'sthe 44 percent. Can | keep that? 7  assessed value --

8 MR. UNGER: The court reporter is going to
9 keepit. | have another one here, Bill, but |

10 don't have acopy of it. | wasn't expecting?
11 MR. BEGGS: Can we get a copy please?
12 MR. UNGER: Want to make a copy?

13 MR. BEGGS: If you don't mind.

14 MR. UNGER: Let'stake abreak for a
15  second.

16 (Off therecord.)

17 BY MR. UNGER
18 Q Chief, we have taken a short break. Since we've

19 taken abreak, looking at Exhibit 73, do you
20  maybe now remember the circumstances that you
21 would have prepared this?

22 A Yeah, and | can't say it with certainty, but |

23 think | prepared thisfor a meeting that was
24 held at Batchelor Middle School.
25 | can't remember who hosted the meeting or

8 A Correct.
9 Q --that would have been left in the district at
10 that time?
11 A Yes
12 Q Okay. | understand. Thank you. Do you recall
13 doing any other reports similar to thisin
14  opposition of the annexation?
15 A | don't recall, but | would say it's completely
16 posshle.
17 Q What about since 2021?

18 A | don't think so. | mean, I've been alot less
19 involved, if you will, after the clarification
20  of the law that protected the fire district.

21 Q Youwereless concerned about annexation once
22 that change occurred?

23 A Absolutely.

24 Q Makessense. Do you own any property in any of
25 the annexation areas?
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1 A No.

2 Q Any of your family own any property in
3 annexation areas?
4 A No. Thank you.
5 Q Sol assumeyou didn't sign aremonstrance
6 petition?
7 A No.
8 Q Did you help collect remonstrance petition at
9 dl?
10 A No. Therewas-- | did not help. We did not

11  help, but there was a time when the fire station
12 wasusedto collect. So someone would be there.
13 They would tell people they were going to be

14  there, and people would come sign them. That
15 wasn't -- that was just people using the public

16  building.

17 Q Who coordinated that?

18 A | don't remember.

19 Q Wasit County Residents Against Annexation, do
20 yourecal?

21 A | don't.

22 Q You understand what I'm talking about when | say

Page 48
We're actually presenting within the next month

or two to Beanblossom Township, who is
interested in joining.

4 Q How many fire stations or firehouses do you

5 currently have?

6 A We have seven standalone fire stations with an

1
2
3

7  eighth to be completed by the end of thisyear.
8 Andthen we dua staff afire station on South
9  Curry Pike with Ellettsville Fire Department.

10 Q Canyou explain the dual staffing?

11 A Two firefighters are Ellettsville firefighters,
12 and two firefighters are Monroe Fire Protection
13  District firefighters.

14 Q Who ownsthe station?

15 A | assumethe town of Ellettsville, but it may be
16  Richland Township.

17 Q Who ownsthe apparatus of that station?

18 A They own the engine. We own the squad.

19 Q Maybeif you could, could you briefly review for
20 methe apparatus that the district owns

21 currently for its entire territory?

22 A Soevery station has at least one fire engine.

23  County Residents Against Annexation? 23  Most stations also have atender, which is
24 A Yes. 24 formally known as atanker. It haulswater.
25 Q Didyou have somebody you would deal with 25 All our tankers are dual rated. So they
Page 47 Page 49
1 when-- I'm sorry, go ahead. 1 are pumper tankers, which means they can fight
2 A | takethat back. Outside of 1A and 1B, my 2 fire; they are not just hauling water. Each
3 family did have property in an annexation area. 3  station has abrush truck, which fights wildland
4  Itwasoneof theislands. | think the top left 4 fires.
5 one, Number 3, | think that says. 5 Some stations have rescues. Those rescues
6 Q Werethey opposed to annexation? 6 havefirefighting capability, but they also
7 A Yes 7  perform additional rescue functions, extrication
8 Q Did they sign remonstrances petitions? 8 from automobile accidents, specialized
9 A | believeso. 9 equipment. Likel said earlier, we are getting
10 Q Haveyou donated, personally, to County 10 ready to start atransport ambulance service.
11  Residents Against Annexation? 11 We have an ARFF truck -- aircraft, rescue,
12 A | don't think so. 12 firefighting -- which is centered around the
13 Q Arethere any other ways you assisted County 13 Monroe County Airport. | think that'sit.

14  Residents Against Annexation?

15 A | don't think I've done awhole lot other than
16  the conversations we had those couple of times.
17 | have been rather busy at the fire district.

18 Q Just for the record, what's the coverage area,

19  vyour territory, for the fire district currently?

20 A 317 square miles. 77 percent of Monroe County
21  geographically.

22 Q What al townships does that include?

23 A Perry-Clear Creek, Indian Creek, Van Buren,
24 Bloomington, Benton, Washington. And then we
25  contract with Salt Creek and Polk Township.

14 Q How many firefighters currently?

15 A Roster isaround 140. 80-some of those are
16  career full-timefirefighters. Some of those
17  arechief officers, and probably 15 to 20 are
18 volunteers. The remainder are PRN or part time.
19 Q Soyou guysstill have a partial volunteer,

20 partid --

21 A Caorrect.

22 Q Doyou staff different areasin the county

23 differently? Some volunteers morein some
24 areas, full-timein others?

25 A Sothevolunteerstraditionally are assigned to
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Page 50
ahome station, which is near their home.

Obviously, we don't want them driving compl etely
across Monroe County to respond to a call, but
they don't staff the stations. The stations are
staffed with paid folks whether they are full
time or part time.

The staffing's based to meet the minimum
standards for a structure fire. And while we
will never not have volunteers, we also want to
make sure we meet the minimums should they not
11  beableto respond.
12 Q Isthe minimum, isit, like, three? Three
13  firefighters per apparatus for the apparatusto
14  roll? Or something like that?
15 A Sothere'sacouple of different standards. The

© O ~NOOULhWDNPE
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Page 52
1 of my mind, that'swhat it says.
2 Q What would a 1420 be?
3 A Thefocusis more on the assembly stuff because
4 alot of those departments that rely on that are
5 completely volunteer staffed. So they want to
6  assemble so many firefighters on a scene within
7 acertain amount of time.
8 Q Okay. | understand.
9 A They may be responding from their homesin a

10 car. You know, you may be bringing the fire
11  truck; therest of us need to be there within a
12  certain amount of time.

13 Q Solikeina1420, you would run an engine with
14  maybe one person?
15 A Maybe one, two, three people. And then you're

16  standardsthat we focus on arefire scene -- 16  getting the rest of your numbers --
17  what'sthe word -- assembly; within so many 17 Q Okay. Okay.
18  minutes of astructurefire, you'll have so many 18 A Yeah
19 peoplethere. Andthat number wetarget is 15 19 Q That makes sense. So you said you have 140
20 plus. 20 roster firefighters. What'sthat? And then you
21 Q Isn't there anumber, like, for a-- I'll hear 21 said 80 -- my notesare --
22 departments sometimes say for an apparatus to 22 A They maintain the roster for, obviously, contact
23 roll, they need at |east three people? 23 information, insurance reasons. Again, that
24 A It depends. | think they're probably referring 24 roster includes full-time career, part time.
25 to1410o0r 1420. 1410islike an urban city 25  Part-time firefighters could be people that pick
Page 51 Page 53
1 firedepartment. 1420 would be like arural 1  up shiftswith us; maybe they're career
2 combination volunteer department. We'veaways | 2 firefighters somewhere else and they work part
3 tried to kind of fit in between 'cause we kind 3 timeheretofill ashift.
4  of arein between. 4 So what we're doing is the fire district
5 Q Soisthereacertain number that you are 5 mergeis-- were hiring 20 full-time
6  required to have on an apparatus for it to roll 6 individualsthisyear. Those 20 people,
7  out of adepartment? 7  technically, exist now in the form of full-time
8 A Yeah. Sowewill send aminimum of threeonour 8  equivalence. So they are being filled with
9 engine company's, and if it is atwo-man 9 full-timers and part-timers. And then as that
10  station, wewill send -- | mean, obviously, 10 transitions and those 20 are hired, the
11  they're till going to take afire truck, but we 11 part-timerswill start to augment the smaller
12 consider them basicaly, like, atanker company, |12  stations. Soif there's astation that has
13  awater supply company. And our battalion 13 three, well shift one of them there to be four.
14  chiefs ensure that we deploy the correct 14  And over time, through attrition, we will hire
15 dtations and whatnot. 15  additional full-time firefighters.
16 Dispatch initially sends the dispatch, and 16 Q Areyou hiring the 20 more because of growth?
17  then our folks, our battalions, will monitor 17 A Uh-huh.
18 that to make sure the right amount of personnel 18 Q What wasthe impetus for hiring the 20 more?
19  and equipment are responding. 19 Maybethat'sthe --

20 Q AndI'mjust trying to use that -- that three

21  perengine. Isthat a1410 or isthat a 1420
22 number?

23 A 1410, | believe, would be four on an engine,
24 threeonaladder. | would haveto -- don't
25 takethat to the bank, but | believe off the top

20 A Yeah. Sol guessif you go back to that

21 document there about the 44 percent growth, at
22  thetime, thefiredistrict was struggling to

23  meet national standards. Most fire departments
24 do.

25 Aswe started to merge -- initially, with
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Indian Creek in 2016 -- alot of that cameto

the forefront because when people came, they

said, "Hey, we want to merge.” We said, "Okay.

What does the fire service truly look like?'
Everything outside of the City of

Bloomington looked like what was the standard in

1970 because that's where it was established.

When we started merging in 2016, we started

making sure that we met the minimums for the

current standards. We didn't do that over

night. We're phasing it in, but that's where

12 weregoing withiit.

13 Q Do you have, like, a budgeted number? Like, you
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14 know, municipalities will have to adopt a salary
15 ordinance, for example, and often will have a
16  budgeted number. Do you guys do the same thing?

17 A Wedo, yes.

18 Q Do you have a budgeted number of full-time
19  officers?

20 A Yeah, off thetop of my head, | can't tell you

Page 56
1 eight fighters.

2 Q Isnextyear thelast year of that?

3 A Ithinkitis. Soit might actually be eight

4  firefighters not six.

5 Q Wasthere areason you were doing 20 all at once
6 now?

7 A Yes. Sowe had six firefighters last year; we

8  had exhausted our hiring list. So we did not
9 getthosefilled. In January -- actualy, in
10 December, we started the new hiring process. So
11  wehad those six from last year, the six from
12 thisyear, and then there's a couple of retirees
13 and firefighters who moved to other departments.

14 Q That you're going to haveto fill --

15 A Correct.

16 Q Okay.

17 A Sointheory, of the 20, thisyear, 12 of them
18 arenew positions.

19 Q Okay. 'Cause 20 seemed like abig jump.
20 A Likel said, we've been busy.

21 what the numbers break down to; but thereisa 21 Q Arethey all, right now, already going through
22 number for career firefightersin two different 22 the--
23  categories because we currently have two 23 A Sothe processis completed. 10 of them start
24  different pensionsthat will, again, work its 24 April 1st. 10 of them will start in July.
25 way out. There'sabudget linefor chief 25 Q | want to ask you alittle bit about the
Page 55 Page 57
1 officers. There'sabudget linefor full-time 1 evolution of the Fire Protection District.
2 equivaent part-timers. And then theresa 2 When wasiit originally created and what
3 budget line for volunteers. 3 townships were members?
4 Q Doyouknow areyou fully staffed at that budget | 4 A Firedistrict was created in the late '80s. |
5 item-- at your current budget? 5 couldn't tell you the date off the top of my
6 A Budget-wise, werefully staffed. Weneedthese | 6  head, but it wasinthelate'80s. | believeit
7 20 hired to implement the plan. 7 was'87 or'86. It wasright around thetimel
8 Q Will you need to hire more after these 20 to get 8 wasborn. Andit wasjust Perry and Clear Creek
9 tothestandard? 9 Townships.
10 A Therewill be six additional next year. Not 10 In 2000 -- well, there were off and on
11  necessarily to get to the standard. We're doing 11  conversations about townshipsjoining and us all
12 that right now with the full-time equivaents. 12 being together, if you will, throughout the
13  What we'retrying to do is over time, replace 13 entiretimel've beenin thefire service.
14  full-time equivalents with full-time employees. 14 There was afire district board that had
15 Sobasicaly were hiring full-time individuals 15  approached some townships about joining the fire
16 totakeon asingle spot that multiple people 16 didtrict or creating afireterritory, and that
17  arecurrently filling. 17  kind of just was discussions for afew years.

18 Q Did you have to increase your budgeted number o

19 officersto hire those additional 20 -- or | say
20 officers, sorry -- firefighters?

21 A Yes

22 Q Do you remember about was -- soit'sjust a 20
23  increase?

24 A Yeah. Inafive-year plan, there were six
25 firefighters ayear with one or two years being

f18 In 2016, Indian Creek Township's trustee
19  just showed up at aboard meeting and said "I've
20 got four years, if you will, astrustee. |
21 would like more security for the township beyond
22 thetrustee changing every four years and
23 redoing the fire department.”

24 Q Wasit avolunteer fire department at that time?
25 A They were. | think they had a paid part-timer,
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Monday through Friday, and that was it.

So they came to the meetings, we figured
out the process, and we started the process of
them joining the district. By the timethe
process was figured out and that worked out, the
soonest they could join was January 1, 2019.

7 Andthey joined. Inthat time, Van Buren --
8 Q Beforeyou goto Van Buren, just quickly --
9 A Yes
10 Q -- briefly, what's the process of adding a
11  township to the district?
12 A Sobasically we have petitioned the areathat is

O WDNBRE

13 wanting to be added just to see if they are

14  interested. The statute lays out the number

15 20 percent. If 20 percent of those individuas
16  respond in support of joining, they are -- at

17  that point in time, there's more of afinancial

18 commitment.

19 We do these fiscal plans. Those are

20  presented at a minimum of three public hearings.
21  There'saremonstration period, and then the

22 commissioners make a decision on whether or not
23 thetownship joins.

24 Q The county commissioners decide?
25 A Correct.

Page 60
that we're building now in Washington Township.

And in the election, two of the township
board members were replaced in Washington
Township and they withdrew from the territory.
So all of that kind of happened as Van Buren was
joining and Bloomington Township kind of
piggybacked on the process that was already

8 underway.
9 Q Thenorthern one that you're talking about, was
10 that the Northern Monroe Fire Territory?
11 A Correct.
12 Q And that was afire territory, not afire
13 digtrict?
14 A Correct.
15 Q How did Van Buren Township providefire
16  protection before that? Were they avolunteer
17  department?
18 A They had atownship department, they had two

1
2
3
4
5
6
2

19 dations, and they had two individuals staffed
20  at the southern station and two or three staffed
21 attheairport station. They were acombination
22 department -- very similar to the fire district.
23  They werejust township ran, if you will. But,
24 yeah, they had volunteers as well.

25 Q What about the Bloomington Township?

Page 59
1 Q Sothen beforel interrupted you, you werein

2 theprocess of Van Buren township --
3 A VanBurenisone of the townships -- and this

4  predates me asfire chief -- but they are one of
5 thetownshipsthat | would say around 2010,
6 2012, had had conversations with some of the
7  board members at the time about options.
8 They ended up looking at potentially
9 joining the district or joining the territory
10 that was established in the north. But they
11  ended up not participating in either at that
12 time, and the other townships went ahead and
13  created the northern Monroefireterritory in
14  thenorthern portion of the county.

15 Q SoVan Buren Township joined as of ?

16 A They ended up joining, officialy, was January

17 1, 2021, but the process started '16, '17.

18 Q What about Bloomington Township?

19 A Sametime. Yeah, Bloomington Township was at

20 thesametime. Kind of completely unrelated

21 reasons. If you look up the Northern Monroe

22 FireTerritory, it was originaly going to be

23 Benton, Washington, and Bloomington Townships|
24 There was some uproar over afire station that

25 wasbeing built. It'sactually the fire station

Page 61
1 A They were the same prior to the territory. When

2 theterritory was created, they hired some
3 people, they increased the staffing. They
4 continued to be a combination department.

5 Q When they withdrew from the territory --
6 A Well, they didn't withdraw. Washington Township
7  withdrew and left Bloomington Township aone.
8 Q Did they have -- after Washington Township
9  withdrew and they were |eft alone, did
10 Bloomington Township have a station?
11 A Yesh. They still had a station. Bloomington

12 Township had serviced Washington Township via
13 contract for years. They joined together. They

14  werein the process of building afire station

15  in Washington Township, and Washington Township
16  withdrew.

17 When they withdrew, Washington Township

18 immediately came to the fire district to see

19  about joining, but they couldn't join because

20 they weren't contiguous at the time. They had

21 towait until Bloomington Township joined.

22 Q When Bloomington and VVan Buren Township, when
23 you were discussing them joining the district,

24 was one of the reasons that was discussed to

25  protect those areas from the city's -- in the
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1 event the city annexed, they would lose the
2 territory?
3 A No. Atthat timeit was under the assumption
4  that theterritory was going to be lost anyway.
5 VanBuren, likel said, talked earlier -- you
6  haveto understand that the township fire
7  departments were struggling because,
8 individualy, it's difficult for them to stand
9 done. That'sastatewide problem. The
10 solutionisterritory or district.
11 So those conversations were happening well
12 beforetheterritory -- the district
13  jurisdiction and stuff. They werejoining prior
14 tothelegidation in 2019, if that's what
15 you'reasking.
16 Q Waél, what I'm asking is was annexation a part
17  of the discussion for one of the reasons they
18 wantedtojoin?

19 A It becameapart of it, yes.
20 Q Because they understood it --
21 A They were already hurting for money. The

Page 64
1 asl| mentioned earlier -- eventually do that
2 whentheroll out is complete.
3 Q When amerger occurs, that provides an
4 opportunity for the district to reset its max
5 levy; isthat correct?
6 A That's correct.
7 Q When the mergers occurred in 2021, did you
8 increase your max levy asaresult?
9 A Yes
10 Q That'sasignificant benefit actualy to
11  merging, isn'tit?
12 A Yeah. That's been the difficult part. And

13 there are some more legisative tools out there
14  now for fire districts and territories to

15 increase that maximum levy based on population
16  growth, but for atownship fire department,

17  their hands aretide.

18 Q Because of the max levy?

19 A Correct.

20 Q Andtherefore, asaresult of that, are you able
21 to buy more equipment?

22  conversation was already happening, but then 22 A Hiremorepeople. Yep.
23  whenthey looked at -- and | don't know what 23 Q Grow your department?
24 their number was, but | know Van Buren's was 24 A Yep.
25  higher than 44 percent; it only made it more 25 Q Doyou recall what the total budget was for the
Page 63 Page 65
1 rational. 1  department before the 2021 merger?

2 Q Tojointhefiredistrict?

3 A Correct. | mean, the larger you are, the more

4 you can absorb ahit, right.

5 Q After thelaw changed -- because the law changed
6  prior to them becoming a part of the district?

7 A ltdid. Ittook -- | don't know exactly what
8 dateit took place, but the motion for them to
9 joinJanuary 1 of 2021 was aready in movement.

10 Q When did the commissioners approve that?

11 A | don't recal that.

12 Q Butit wasrecognized --

13 A It would have beenin'19 probably. Typical the
14  effective dateis ayear plus one day.

15 Q Would you say that the level of service provided
16  to Perry-Clear Creek, and Indian Creek changed
17  asaresult of the merger with Bloomington and
18 VanBuren?

19 A Absolutely.

20 Q How?

21 A Positively. Every timeweve merged, we have

22 been ableto get alittle bit closer to meeting
23 thestandard. With the last merger with
24 Washington and Benton Township, we were able tc

25  secure enough full-time positions to -- again,

2 A ltwasunder 4 million. | don't know how much,
3 butit was 3-something.
4 Q 3.7. Doesthat sound about right if | looked it
5 up?
6 A Yougotit.
7 Q Doyou recal, then, after the merger what you
8  setyour budget at?
9 A Thelndian Creek merger or the
10 Van Buren/Bloomington Township? You'retalking
11 about the 2021 merger?
12 Q Correct, yeah.
13 A Probably between 10 and 12.
14 Q About 11.9. Doesthat sound accurate?
15 A That's higher than | thought it was but, yeah.
16 Q What isthe 2024 certified budget for the
17  department?
18 A | believe with the cumulative fund, it'sin the
19  areaof 16 million.
20 Q That'sabout what | -- | think that was the
21 number | came up withis--
22 A Wasthe 11.9 with cumulative fund?
23 Q | don'trecal. | would haveto go back and
24 |ook.
25 Did thefire district increase the pay of
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1 full-timefirefighters as aresult of the merger

2 in2021?

3 A In2021; correct, yes.

4 Q How much, do you know?

5 A Itdepended. | think for Perry-Clear Creek, it

6 wasaround $6,000. | don't remember what

7  Van Buren firefighters were being paid, but it

8 wasquite abit lower than Bloomington Township,
9 and Perry. | think they werein the 40s. So

Page 68
1 Q Do they contribute any equipment or personnel?

2 A Between the two, there's $12,000 a year that

3 contribute for equipment. Usually that's stuff

4  thatisspecialized to those areas. Polk

5 Townshipis primarily state or federal forest.

6 Q Do you know, approximately, what, in 2023,

7  combined financially their contributions were to
8 thedistrict?

9 A I'dsay inthe areaof 200 to 250,000.

10 they would have seen about a 10,000 plus 10 Q Polk total combined?
11  increase. 11 A Yeah.
12 Q Youwere ableto do that because you wereable |12 Q Just to make sure I'm clear, they don't have any
13 resetyour levy? 13 of their own volunteer --
14 A Correct. 14 A No.
15 Q Youwouldn't have been ableto do that, that big | 15 Q -- or full-time --
16  of anincrease, without the merger and being 16 A They have nothing.
17  abletoreset your levy? 17 Q -- personnel?
18 A Yes, absolutely. 18 A Yep.
19 Q You understand there was atax impact to 19 Q Do they own any apparatus?
20  property owners, then, as aresult of the merger 20 A No.
21  andtheresetting of the levy? 21 Q Dothey own any fire stations?
22 A Oh, yeah. 22 A No.
23 Q Do you think that was an acceptableincreaseas |23 Q Do you just serve those areas out of the
24 aresult of the services they were going to be 24  dationsyou have in other townships?
25 provided? 25 A Yes
Page 67 Page 69

1 A Weél, inall of the processes, there were over

2 15 public meetings and, | think, three

3 remonstrations were submitted.

4 Q And my question was do you think that was an
5 acceptableincreaseasa--

6 A Oh,yes.

7 Q --result of those services?

8 A Yes. | aminthat areal do pay those taxes.

9 Q Sol wantto-- Benton, Salt Creek, Polk, and

10  Washington Townships, do you contract with all
11  of those?

12 A Sdtand Polk. Benton and Washington arein the
13 firedistrict.

14 Q Thank you. The Salt and Polk, Salt Creek and
15  Polk, what's the terms of those -- what are the
16 termsof those contracts?

17 A Oh, basicaly, it breaks down afew different
18  typesof responsesthey'll receive and what we
19  will send. It'san annual contract.

20 Q Do they simply pay you every year?

21 A Every year we adjust based on the maximum growth
22 quote -- whatever Indianacallsis now -- but

23  State Board of Account, DLGF, essentially issue

24 how much a maximum levy can grow, and we

25  increase the contract based on that.

1 Q Do you do extra staffing based off those
2 service -- the need to provide service to those
3 aeas?
4 A No.
5 Q It'sjust something you absorb with what you do
6 otherwise?
7 A Correct.
8 Q Doesit place any other specific burdens on your
9 guyssresources, asfar asyou're aware?
10 A No, I think there's 20 calls a month to those
11  areas, and werun 450. So avery small
12 percentage. Prior to thefire district
13 contract, the townships contracted with the City
14  of Bloomington.
15 Q Satand Polk?
16 A Sdt and Polk, correct.
17 Q When did the district start contracting with
18 them?
19 A Somewhere around 2019. | can't remember if it

20 wasright before the Indian Creek merger or if
21  itwasall a the sametime, but it was around
22 thetimeIndian Creek camein.

23 Q Beanblossom Township, how isit currently
24 served?
25 A They havetheir own volunteer fire department
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1  withthe Town of Stinesville.

2 Q Isitfully volunteer?

3 A Yes, | believethey arefully volunteer. They
4 may have a part-timer here or there, but | can
5 tell you their annual budget is $85,000. So |
6  highly doubt it.

7 Q Didl hear you say there'stalk of -- there's

8  been some discussion of them joining the --

9 A There hasbeen. There's been unofficia

10 conversationsfor the last year or two years.

11  And| attended atownship meeting either earlier
12 thisyear or late last year and was actually

13  contacted last week to look at a date in April

14  to have ameeting. They are aso going to have
15  Ellettsville Fire Department attend so they can
16 look at all their options.

17 Q Meaning they may contract with Ellettsville as

18 anoption?

19 A Correct.

20 Q Kind of what they're thinking?

21 A Uh-huh.

22 Q Do you know what the impetusis for Beanblossom
23 looking at options?

24 A Yeah. | think they have the same -- the

25  conversations have been most relatable to the

Page 72
1 side. | believethat actually wasin Area 2.

2  Yeah, would have beenin Area2. Yeah, 920 or
3 910. Something like that.
4 Q Isthat aparticular address?
5 A It'saretirement facility.
6 Q Thosearen't fire runs? Those are more -- are
7 those EMS--
8 A They're everything. Fireaarms, EMScalls.
9  Younameit, it's probably got something
10 attached to the address.
11 Q What about Areas 1A and 1B, would you say those
12 areactiveareasfor cals?
13 A Maedica calls, yes. Knock on wood, not awhole

14  lot of other stuff, other than car wrecks. You
15 havethefirealarm here. The occasional fire,
16  but those are fairly newer homes and less

17  problematic.

18 Q Arethose higher call areas than the more rural
19 areasinthedistrict?
20 A | don't know. If youweretolook at, like,

21  percentage of the areathat they make up,
22 perhaps. But | don't have that information.
23 Moreof our calls are outside of those areas

24 thanin them, without a doubt.
25 Q Whenyou say "more calls are" -- because there's

Page 71
Indian Creek conversation. | think the trustee

1
2 wantsto find along-term solution. So |
3  believethey're leaning towards fire protection
4 district.
5 Q Hastheimpact of annexation been discussed at
6  al with respect to Beanblossom? This
7  difference of, if amunicipality annexes and
8 it'sinthedistrict, it doesn't change the
9  service provider?
10 A There's -- they're pretty remote. There'sa
11  substantial amount of time before annexation
12 would reach them.
13 Q Richland Township, who provides service to
14  Richland Township?
15 A Ellettsville. They contract.
16 Q IsEllettsvilleafull-time, fully paid --
17 A They're acombination department. They have
18  full-time staff, part-time, and volunteers.
19 Q Arethereareasinthe district that typically
20 have higher call volumes?
21 A Yeah
22 Q Where would you say those are?
23 A Redly, | would need to pull up amap and just
24 look. | would say an address that is most
25  frequent is off Hastings Drive, on the east

Page 73
1 abigger areaoutside --
2 A Yeah
3 Q -- not adensity-related. You're sayingit's
4 just more area--
5 A Correct. | mean, you could look at it from a
6 firestandpoint, you could look at it per
7  capita, you could look at it per square mile.
8 Y ou know, | don't have that information
9  breakdown, but if | look at those areas, | could
10 tell you, easily, that 90 percent of our call
11 volumeisoutside of them.
12 Q Arethere occasions where you have -- is
13 al-handscalls, isthat a phrase that you are
14 familiar with?
15 A No, not redly.
16 Q Never heard that phrase?
17 A We've had one of thosein my time at the fire
18  department.
19 Q I want to make sure I'm -- you're familiar with
20 that phrase?
21 A Yeah
22 Q What doesit mean to you?
23 A Wewould call it, like, callback. So, like, the
24 call has exceeded our on-duty resources, and
25  we're paging personnel to report for duty.
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1 Q And doesthat happen very often?
2 A Likel said, onetimethat | can think of in my
3 18years.
4 Q Whenwasthat?
5 A Inthearea-- one of the areas you're talking
6 about.
7 Q ItwasinArealA or 1B?
8 A Itwasin ArealB. It wasthe Wickens Street
9 fire, five homes at one time, and everyone was
10 there.
11 Q How much LIT doesthedistrict receive? Do you
12 know?
13 A Around 3 million.
14 Q Hasthat number grown since the merger -- the
15 2021 merger?
16 A Yesandno. If youlook at the Perry-Clear

17  Creek firedistrict, yes. If you look at al of
18 thefire departments combined, no.

19 | mean, it grows every year for everyone
20 dlightly. Butif you look at what has merged
21  versuswhat was being collected, it's

22 proportionally the same.

23 Q You automatically receive a portion of the
24 Public Safety LIT; correct?
25 A No.

Page 76
1 same
2 Q Let meask this, what portion -- what LIT are
3 youtaking about when you received the
4 3 million?
5 A I'mtalking about certified Local Income Tax.
6 Q Certified shares?
7 A Yes, correct.
8 Q You previously have received Public Safety LIT
9 though?
10 A Correct.
11 Q But have not since 20217
12 A | don't think so, no.
13 Q Did you receiveit in 2020, you think, and it
14  was 2021 that you stopped receiving it? Or was
15 it sometime before that?
16 A | know we got it the first year and maybe the
17  second year. | think --
18 Q When you say "first year," and "second year,"
19 what --
20 A | think it wasall intheteens. | don't think
21  wegot anything inthe '20s. | may be wrong.
22 2020, 2021, might have, but | don't think so.
23 Q Do you know what certified shares you were
24 receiving? About what the amount of certified

Page 75
1 Q Youdont?
2 A No.
3 Q How'sthat determined?
4 A Wehaveto apply for funds, and then the Local

5 Income Tax council makes the final decision.
6 Themagority vote lies with the City of
7  Bloomington.

8 Q Isthat ayearly decision that they make, how
9  muchLIT you get?
10 A Yes
11 Q Do you recal what -- how much LIT you received
12 prior to the 2021 merger?
13 A | don't know that we received anything since
14 2021.
15 Q I'msorry?
16 A When the Public Safety LIT was created, we

17  obtained some funds. But after the annexation
18  situation, we haven't received adime.

19 Q So, I'msorry, | thought 1'd asked how much LIT
20 you receive currently, and you had said 3 -- |

21  thought you had said $3 million --

22 A | thought you said Public Safety LIT. | think
23 you got the two mixed up.

24 Q Okay.

25 A No, theLIT has-- it's proportionally been the

25  sharesyou were receiving prior to 2021 -- the
Page 77
1 merger and part of the 2020 mergers?
2 A Not necessarily because -- at one point in time,
3 | could havetold you that. | would have to
4 look.
5 | think I'm looking at it as Van Buren,
6  Bloomington Township; Perry-Clear Creek, Indian
7  Creek combined. It was proportionally the same.
8 | know that. But | couldn't tell you the dollar
9  amount because the slices of pie were different,
10 if that makes sense.
11 Q Isit your understanding that the townships did
12 not receive -- don't receive certified shares if
13 they'renot apart of afire protection
14 district?

15 A | don't know that.

16 Q Soyou don't know how certified shares are
17  dlocated?

18 A | do know how they're allocated. I'm not sure

19  about the townships with regard to whether
20 that'swith the -- when they have fire

21  protection and when they don't.

22 | am familiar that they received LIT when
23  they had fire protection. | don't know if they

24 received it after.
25 Q Do you believe the Bloomington Fire Department
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1 doesagood job of providing fire protection
2 saerviceinside of Bloomington?
3 A Yes
4 Q Do you have any criticisms of their department?
5 A No. Likel said earlier, | think from a
6 firefighting standpoint, | know they need
7  additional manpower. But asfar asthe
8 firefighters, their capabilities and their
9 qualities, they's as good as anyone.
10 Q What do you mean when you say "they need
11  additional manpower"?
12 A The population has grown tremendously since they
13  last added firefighting personnel. It's been 20
14  plusyears.
15 Q Do you base that off anything else?

16 A Just, | mean; one, it wasidentified in the

17  study | mentioned earlier about the

18 international. And; two, just look at

19  population trends and, really, on average,

20  what's going on across the country -- fire

21  protection-wise.

22 Q Do you have any reason to believe that the

23 current level of staffing that Bloomington Fire
24  Department has, they're not adequately providing
25 fireprotection service inside of their

Page 80
necessary to assemble for a high-risefire.

1

2 | found this interesting because the fire

3 district does not necessarily respond to high

4 rises.

5 Q I'msorry, thefiredistrict doesn't respond

6 to--

7 A Correct.

8 Q Okay.

9 A Our highest structureis four stories.
10 Q | think you said it's been several years since
11  youlooked at that?
12 A Yeah. It waswithin the last three or four.
13 Q Haveyou looked at that recently? Do you know
14 if that's still anissue?
15 A Yes. | havenot looked at it recently but there

16 are-- there have been no additiona
17  firefighters added; so it would not have
18  changed.

19 Q What exactly isthe short -- what isthe

20 standard that you believe they don't meet?

21 A | don't recall the exact number needed, but they
22 were, | think, three or four firefighters short.

23 Q Inwhat? Like, total firefighters short? I'm

24 trying to understand what you're --

25 A Sogoing back to what | said earlier about the

Page 79
boundaries?

1
2 A | think that | could say that with regard to a
3 high-risefire. | know the standards for that
4  arequite abit, and their fire chief had
5 reported afew years ago that they did not meet
6 that.
7 Q Specifically, how did they not meet? What did
8  they not meet?
9 A They were short on firefighters.
10 Q A few years ago meaning when?
11 A | don't know the year, but it wasin the public

12 safety presentation that they give each year.
13 The State of Public Safety, | think, iswhat the
14 city referstoit as.

15 Q Any persona knowledge you have that they were
16  short? Orit'sjust based off of a presentation

17  that somebody else gave?

18 A My personal knowledge, yes, | could derive the
19 samethingif | wereto look at deployment

20 anaysislikel dofor us.

21 Q | mean, did you look at the deployment analysis?
22 A Uh-huh.

23 Q What wasthe event? What was the high-rise

24 fire?

25 A It'snot thefireitself. Itiswhat's

Page 81
assembly times and the NFPA standards, the

requirement for ahigh-risefireis higher than
what the standard fire would be. 1'm not saying
that this criticism iswidespread. It's only

with regard to high-risefires.

But there's a standard that establishes a
number of firefighters that should be present on
the scene, and those currently could not be

9 assembled.
10 Q For ahigh-risefire?
11 A Correct. You asked for any criticisms. That's
12 theonly onethat | have.
13 Q Sono other criticisms?
14 A Correct, sir.
15 Q Areyou familiar of Bloomington being unable to
16 addressahigh-risefireat al?
17 A Knock on wood, no.
18 Q And that's a standard that only appliesin the
19  urban city areas?
20 A Correct.
21 Q But doesn't apply to your department?
22 A It -- correct. It might be a standalone NFPA
23  standard. What was previoudly a handful is now
24 acoupleof hundred. So there may be a specific
25 high-rise standard now. It may be separated

coO~NO Ol WNPRP
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1 fromthe genera assembly stuff but ...

2 Q Do you know, does the district meet that

3 standard?

4 A No. Wdll, possibly. | have not looked at it

5 with the additions of personnel. But, again, we
6 don't haveahigh-rise; so ...

7 Q Whatisyour district's current 1SO rating?

8 A 4

9 Q Whenwasthelast timeit was reviewed?
10 A 2021.
11 Q Andwhat wasit prior to 2021?
12 A 4
13 Q Soit stayed the same?
14 A Now soto clarify on that, we got our review at
15 abad time because 1SO looks at a years worth of
16 data Wehad thisreview on April 21 of 2021.
17 | know the date because we had our last child
18 theday before. | was not apoplar person for
19  about a 24-hour window.
20 But the data -- alot of the data we had to
21 submit was based on the previous fire district.
22 Weweren't able to submit data for VVan Buren or
23 Bloomington Township. So training hours were
24 low.
25 Y eah, there were some things that, next

Page 84
1 district?
2 A Itisthe same across the board.
3 Q o, like, if you're closer to afire hydrant,
4 for example, you don't get a better rating?
5 A Wall, okay. Let me backtrack what | just said.
6 Therestwoways. Theway thefiredistrict has
7 it,no.
8 We have the alternative water supply
9 credit, which means we have provided proof that

10  we can supply adequate water with our engines
11  andtankers. If you'reinfiredistrict, you're

12 a4if you are within 5 miles of the fire

13 dtation.

14 If you don't have the aternative water

15  supply credit, you have to be within 1,000 feet
16  of ahydrant and within 5 miles of afire

17  dation.

18 So if you are with -- let's just say you

19 don't havethe credit and you're 1,500 feet from
20 ahydrant, you would be the 9 or 10 depending on
21 thefire department's classification; but it

22 would be what's considered a split class.

23 Q Soyou'renot asplit class?
24 A Wearenot.
25 Q It's4 everywhere?

Page 83
1 timearound, the averages will correct.

2 Q Do you know, prior to 2021, what was the last
3 timeyour ISO rating was reviewed?

4 A Probably four years before. It seemslike every
5 four years, they come.

6 Q Doyouknow what it was? Soif it was4 prior,
7  doyou know what it was prior to that?

8 A Yep. Itwas4, and it wasincorrectly printed

9 inlSOas, | believe, a7. And we were not

10 aware of that until the city's annexation

11  proposal in 2017 because they had us listed asa
12 7. | spokewith Mike Rouker. Issaid, "Thisis
13 incorrect." Mike sent me the report that the

14  city had purchased. | got ahold of ISO. They
15 said, "Whoops'. And they corrected it in the
16  next addition. So before.

17 Q Sothey hadlisteditasa7 --

18 A That iscorrect.

19 Q -- butyoujust didn't -- weren't aware of that?
20 Do you know was it was before? Wasita7?
21 A | assumeit wasa7 and they never changed it.
22  Butit'sbeen afour every timel've been

23 involved.

24 Q Isthereadifferent 1SO rating for different

25 areas? Orisit the same rating for the entire

Page 85
1 A Correct.

2 Q Evenif you're morethan 5 miles from a station?
3 A No. If you're5 milesbeyond a station, it'sa
4 10. That's, like, the one staple with ISO
5 that'sconsistent: 5 mileswithin afirehouse
6  oryou get very limited.
7 Q Do you have areas that are beyond 5 miles from a
8 dation?
9 A Inthe contracted areas, yeah.
10 Q Do you know Bloomington Fire Department's 1SO
11  rating?
12 A Yeah. They'real.
13 Q My understanding isthat'srare.
14 A Itispretty rare.
15 Q Do you know how your rating, your 4, do you know

16  how that rates across the state? How that
17  compares across the state?

18 A Off thetop of my head, | don't. It'still
19  pretty up there.

20 Q Doeswater supply or availability of water

21 supply impact your rating?

22 A No. Not now. In 2021, we obtained that water
23 supply credit. So hydrants don't necessarily

24 dffect us.

25 Q But when ISO doestheir rating, do they consider
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Page 86

water lines and water service availability?
2 A Yeah. That'saportion of the -- it's a portion

of the points, if you will.

4 Q Do you know what portion?
5 A It'spretty substantial. Maybe 20 percent.

6 Q Soit'syour understanding that the fact that
thereis water supply in the urban areas assists

-
8

your rating -- assistsin your rating?

9 A | don't know. Thereason | say that is because
when we obtained the water shuttle credit, we
had to look at mostly remote, rural areas and
what access points they had for water.

For instance, we used aquarry as awater
location. We had to have a geologist come out
and 100-year flood proof this. Document it. So
I'm not sure how the urban hydrants you're

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

referring to necessarily apply.

18 Q Let metry to ask it differently.
19 A Okay.
20 Q Imagine, if you will, that there was no water

Page 88
1 non-CBU -- I'mnot sure-- in 1B. You would

2 know that. | wouldn't know that.
3 Q TheFire Protection District, for the record --
4 A Wedeal with alot of water companies; so ...
5 Q TheFire Protection District doesn't provide
6  water service?
7 A No.
8 Q Thetownshipsthat you -- are members of your
9 digtrict, don't have their own water service?
10 A Theresawater company in Van Buren. There's
11  severa water companiesin Perry. They're all
12 private, small water companies.
13 Q Do you know where they get their water from?
14 A CBU.
15 Q Andthat's--
16 A TheLake Monroe station that the fire district
17  protects.
18 Q That'sthe City of Bloomington Utilities, CBU?
19 A Correct.
20 Q Isthere an automatic aid agreement between the

21  servicein Areas 1A and 1B. 21  Bloomington Fire Department and Monroe County
22 A Okay. 22 FireProtection district?
23 Q Nowater lines-- no public water lines, 23 A Not currently. Therewas.
24 hydrantsor water lines -- anywherewithinyour | 24 Q When was there?
25  district, do you think that would impact your 25 A Prior to 2017 or 2018.
Page 87 Page 89
1 firerating? 1 Q Inthetimethat you've been the chief?
2 A Yes 2 A Yes
3 Q Itwould? 3 Q Do you know when the ISO did their rating in
4 A Yes 4 2021, if they believed that there was currently
5 Q Youwould have ahigher firerating if you 5 anautomatic aid agreement?
6  didn't have accessto public water supply in 6 A Oh, no. They werevery clear --
7  your district? 7 MR. BEGGS: Object to theform. You're

8 A Correct. Sowould the City of Bloomington.
9 Q Agreed, agreed. Yeah. It actualy hasa

10

significant impact --

11 A Yeah.
12 Q --onlISO rating; right?
13 A Yeah.
14 Q It'sactually the biggest factor on the SO

15

rating?

16 A | think the fire department itself is half, if
not alittle less than half, of the rating.

18 Q Yeah. And then the --
19 A Thedispatching segment and -- yeah.
20 Q But accessto public water supply hasa
significant impact on what your rating is.
22 A ltdoes, yes.
23 Q | agree. And you understand that the city
provides the water service in Areas 1A and 1B?
25 A Yes, predominantly. There may be some

17

21

24

8  asking him if he knows what they believed?

9 Q Yeah. Go ahead and answer.
10 MR. BEGGS: Object to the form.
11 A | amvery aware that they were -- they
12 understood there was not, yeah.
13 Q Do you know if they also understood there was
14  notinthe rating that was donein the four
15 yearsprior to that?
16 MR. BEGGS: Object to the form.
17  Foundation.
18 A | would disagree. There was an automatic aid
19  agreement. John Hamilton and Jason Moore ended
20 it, and they admittedly -- admitted it in the
21 newspaper.
22 Q Understood. | think my question iswas that --
23 did you supply information to 1SO at the time of
24 theratingin, | want to say, 2017, if it was
25 four yearsprior to 2021 --

WWw.veritext.com
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Page 90
1A
2Q
3A
4 Q
5A
6 Q
7 A
8 Q
9 A
10 Q
11 A

Yes.

-- that there was an automatic aid agreement?
Yes.

And then in 2021, they asked that same question?
Correct.

And you told them at that time --

Yes.

-- that there was an automatic aid agreement?
Yes.

Isthere currently amutual aid agreement?
Thereisamutual aid agreement.

12 Q Canyou briefly, for the record, explain the
13 differences between automatic aid and mutual
14  ad?

15 A So mutual aid means that, if you need

Page 92

1 Q Helpwasdelayed because --

2 A It wasn't automatically sent.

3 Q It wasn't automatic?

4 A Per the agreement, afirefighter is supposed to

5  get on scene, establish command, and then

6 determineif resources are needed.

7 So there was a period of time in which

8 Bloomington and district firefighters were

9 adhering that to the T. Now, if they fed like
10 they need resources, they're calling for help.

11 Q Beforethey even get on scene?
12 A Correct.

13 Q Wasanybody ever denied? Did Bloomington Fire
14  Department ever refuse to show up when they were
15 called upon for assistance?

16 assistance, you can call for it. Automatic aid 16 A Not that I'm aware of.
17 meanswhen a911 caller calls for assistance, 17 Q Arethere circumstance where the Fire Protection
18 thedispatching center will send the nearest 18 District calls on Bloomington Fire Department
19  automatic aid unit. 19 for assistance?
20 Q Do thetwo agencieswork together? 20 A Yes
21 A Yes 21 Q What arethose?
22 Q Haveagood relationship right now? 22 A One of them would be that Wickensfire. | mean,
23 A Absolutely. 23 traditionally, we would call on acity fire
24 Q Would you say the relationship'simproved since |24  station to aid when they're positioned to do so.
25  the change of administration? 25 If we're sending four stations on a structure
Page 91 Page 93

1 A About the stroke of midnight.
2 Q Explain. Canyou explain that?
3 A It went from two individuals who were absolutely
4  resistant to have any form of relationship to
5 openlines of communication, asit should be.
6 Q Didyou still work together?
7 A Yeah.
8 Q Prior to the change of administration, you
9  worked with the departments?
10 A Absolutely.
11 Q Cooperated? Arethere -- have there been
12 circumstances where Bloomington's fire
13 department calls on the district for mutual aid?
14 A Yes
15 Q What are those?
16 A There'sbeen severa fires. There's been
17  severd HAZMAT calls. Yeah.
18 Q Like, isit frequently, would you say? Or is
19 it--
20 A | don't know. | cantell you it's been more

21  freguent since January. Prior to it being shut

22 down, it was pretty common. | don't think a

23 Bloomington firefighter or adistrict

24 firefighter has ever not called when they needed
25 help. It'sjust help was delayed.

1 fire, if one of those stations could come from a

2 closer station, we would prefer the City of

3 Bloomington send help and vice versa.

4 Q Would you prefer that there was an automatic aid
5 agreement?

6 A Absolutely.

7 Q Becausethere's areasthat you serve that are

8 closer to Bloomington stations?

9 A Yeah. Well, and it doesn't necessarily have to

10 befirst due. From afire standpoint, you're

11  likely sending four engines no matter what.
12 The probability of afire district engine

13  or acity engine being closer than one of those
14  four enginesisvery high.

15 Q It would benefit --

16 A Everyone.

17 Q Every -- yeah. It would benefit the annexation
18 areasaswell, if there was automatic aid, you
19  would degree?

20 A Yes

21 Q Isthere equipment or apparatus that the

22 Bloomington Fire Department has that the fire
23  district does not have?

24 A They have abucket, which is atype of aeria
25  truck. Thedistrict hasladders. Same type of
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Page 94
application. The bucket reaches higher. That's

1

2 redly the only specialized equipment, | can

3 think of, they have that we don't.

4 Q That'san aeria? Isthat what we'retalking

5 about?

6 A Correct.

7 Q Anaeria? They haveafull aerial?

8 A Yeah. They have an aerial with aplatform. So
9  people can stand up there in the platform -- two

10  or three people -- versus aladder that is,
11 literaly, just atop of aladder. Soa

12 firefighter can anchor in there, one, not
13 multiple.

14 Q Isthere abenefit to having that apparatus?

15 A Yeah, | mean, it would be for ahigh-rise. City
16  of Bloomington would want that for window

17  rescues, stuff likethat, at a higher level.

18 Q Istheir equipment that the district has that

19 the-- and you've touched on this alittle bit,

20 but--

21 A Yeah, yeah. It would mostly be centered around

Page 96
1 A Correct.

2 Q AndI don't think the city has tankers; correct?
3 A Thecity doesnot. But traditionally, they
4  just--likel said, automatic aid-wise, the
5 district dways deployed those resources when
6 they werein thecall card. We would do that
7  now.
8 Q And there's areas within the city limits that
9 the Monroe Fire Protection District has to drive
10 through to get to areas that you serve,
11 currently?
12 A That's correct.
13 Q AndI think you called it the Wickens fire?
14 A Wickens.
15 Q Wickens. Isthat the same things asthe
16  Highlandsfire?
17 A Yeah, probably. The highland isthe
18 neighborhood. Wickensisthe street.
19 Q What wasthe role of the Bloomington Fire
20 Department in that incident?
21 A They self-deployed onit, which was fantastic.

22 techrescue stuff. We have alot more 22 They prophesied an engine and an aerial, that |
23 extrication capabilities. We have the ARFF 23 recdll, and | believe they were on the south end
24 capabilities, which isthe aircraft rescue 24 of thefire and helped suppress any further
25 firefighting. We have -- 25  growth to the south.
Page 95 Page 97
1 Q Sorry. Isthat because of the airport? 1 That fire started in ahouse. The houses
2 A Yes 2 are10to 15 feet apart. | don't know if you
3 Q Okay. Go ahead. 3 guysarefamiliar with light-weight
4 A And then hazardous materials. 4 construction, but there was simple foam
5 Q Doesthecity not have HAZMAT? 5 insulation board and vinyl siding on the
6 A They don't have HAZMAT technicians. They have 6  structure. So there was no plywood. No
7  limited extrication equipment, which was not 7  decking. So when the first house became well
8 awaystheway. Prior tothelast 8 involvedinfire, al of that melted, which was
9  administration, they had the equipment. If they 9 10to 15 feet from the next house. That melted,
10  wereto get back to the way they were prior -- 10 it'sinthehouse, and it spread.
11  itwould take afew years but -- they would have 11 There were three houses involved when the
12 everything but the airport and HAZMAT. 12 initial dispatch camein. The entire county
13 Q Sothey used to have -- 13 responded on that. | mean, it wasfive

14 A They previously provided those services. They

15  cut back on that to focus on getting the ISO

16  scorelowered.

17 Q Not having that equipment helps you lower your
18 1SO score?

19 A Well, that type of equipment also requires

20 training, additional training hours. And it's
21 very difficult to get maximum structural

22 firefighting training along with all the

23 additional training, if that makes sense. The
24 focus was shifted to fire suppression.

25 Q And you guys have tankers as well?

[
~

simultaneous house fires. And Bloomington was
there. Likel said, they provided assistance on
16  thesouth end of that.

17 Q Isthat al they did was provide assistance on
18 thesouth end?

19 A That | recal. | know they had their stick up,
20  and they were hitting that south house with

21  water. And I'm pretty sure they sent an engine
22 company inside of it.

23 Q What'sa"stick up"?

24 A Their ladder.

25 Q Theonethat wetalked about earlier?

=
a1
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Page 98
1 A Don't think it was the bucket truck. It was

2 their actual ladder. Truck 2 iswhat they call

3 it

4 Q Wasthererecently afire on South Quarry Lane?
5 Doesthat ring abell?

6 A Yes

7 Q What was Bloomington Fire Department'srolein
8 that?

9 A | wasnot thereon that fire. | believe they

10 werecalled mutual aid. | don't know what role
11  they played.

12 Q Do you know why they were called in for mutual
13 aid?

14 A Because of proximity.

15 Q How doesthat work? Isit just you know they're
16  proximate, and so you're guys call for them?

17 A Our crews, they al know where the fire stations

Page 100
1 A That'scorrect.
2 Q What roledid you play?
3 A | mean, | testified. | spoke with legislators.
4 | waspresent for alot of the hearings, the
5 sessions. Beyond that, just a Joe Schmo.
6 Q Any other ways that you believe annexation will
7  impact the Fire Protection District than what we
8 aready talked about?
9 A No. | mean, | think the LIT revenueisthe only

10 question redly that hinges out there. | think

11  that our relationship with the Bloomington Fire
12 Departmentisgood. | mean, | think our crews
13  aregoing to be working together more frequently
14  inthenear future anyway. So | don't think

15  that would be a problem.

16 Q And that benefits the peoplein your service
17  territory, you think?

18 arelocated. And whenyou'rein routeto a 18 A It benefits everyone.
19 fire, if it'sasubstantia fire, you typically 19 MR. UNGER: That'sall the questionsthat |
20  know theresasmoke header. And | dontknow |20 have.
21  if they were cal before, prior to arrival, or 21 CROSS-EXAMINATION,
22  dfter arrival. But they were requested because, 22 QUESTIONSBY WILLIAM J. BEGGS:
23 | believe, that wasjust south of, like, where 23 Q Chief Dillard, just afew. | think you
24  O'Reilly and stuff isthere on West 3rd. And 24 tedtified earlier that the LIT portion of the
25 they got astation over by McDonald's. 25 revenueto thefire district has been cut off
Page 99 Page 101
1 Q TheWest Alan Street fire, doesthat ring a 1 since-- excuse me. Public Safety Local Income
2 bdl? 2 Tax portion of the district's revenue has been
3 A | mean, weve had firesin those areas. | don't 3 cut off since annexation occurred.
4 know. | wason Wickens. | was not on the -- 4 Did | hear that correctly?
5 wadl, actually, West Alan might have been the 5 A Yeah. | mean, inthat specific instance, |
6 firethat occurred a month or two ago; and 6 can't say that we were specifically told because
7  central dispatch dispatched the city and then 7  of it, we were no longer getting it. But there
8 realized it wasn't acity address and they 8 certainly was achange in the atmosphere and
9  dispatched to county. 9 involvement. It really turned into more of a
10 City units beat the county unitsthere. | 10  cookie-cutter process, if you will, in which we
11 mean, | don't know how much of atime difference| 11  applied, we showed up to the meeting, we got
12 therewas. | think it was a minute or two, and 12  told no that night. Versusin the past, where
13 to my knowledge, only one or two city -- or 13 weapplied, we showed up, we presented, we met
14  county engines remained on scene. The city 14  again and had more conversations.
15 wrapped up thefire. And our job, basically, 15 Q And the district was told no by whom?
16  per the battalion, was make sure the city is 16 A Technically, it would be the Monroe County Local
17  covered. 17  Income Tax council. But, traditionally, it was
18 MR. UNGER: Let'stake abreak. 18 the City of Bloomington council. Because once
19 (Off therecord.) 19 they established they were voting no, they had
20 BY MR. UNGER 20 themgority.

21 Q Didyou participate all inthe legidative

22 change to change the way annexation impactsfire
23  protection, your fire protection district?

24 A Yes.

25 Q You advocated for that legidative change?

21 Q So City of Bloomington council controlled that,
22 from your perspective?

23 A Correct.

24 Q | think you testified earlier that therewas a

25 timewhen -- and | understand we're hopeful
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Page 102
there's a change -- but there was atimein the
recent past when Bloomington Fire Department
would delay responding to calls where they'd
been asked to come assist or back up the
district. Did | hear that correctly?

A Not intentionally. When automatic aid was
ended, it caused a delay because they were no
longer being dispatched.

Up until that time, we would respond to
certain areas automatically for them; they would

11  respond to areas automatically for us.

12 Q And automatic aid was ended at whose request or

13  whose decision?

14 A City of Bloomington's.

15 Q And that'sthat part about the SO rating you

© O ~NOOULhWDNPE

=
o

Page 104
1 A Correct.
2 Q Chief Dillard, are you aware of threats by
3 representatives of the City of Bloomington --

4  either explicit or implicit, depending on who
5  you are-- to shut off water to Area 1A or 1B if
6 thisinvoluntary annexation process does not go
7  through?
8 A | havenot heard that. | don't believe that
9 that is something they would be ableto do. The
10 firehydrantsthat arein place are established
11  fire protective systems. They would have to
12 maintain those per fire code.
13 (Deposition Exhibit 74 marked for
14  identification.)

15 Q You were asked some questions earlier about the

16  weretaking about with Mr. Unger? 16  Fire Protection District and it's boundaries.
17 A Yeah. Soduring that 1SO review, werelayed the | 17 The court reporter has handed you what's
18 information about what automatic aid existed. 18  previously been marked as Exhibit 74.
19  John Beard, the representative for ISO that does | 19 Can you identify that document?
20 thereviews, he went to Monroe County Central 20 A Yes.
21  Dispatch, and at the sametimewasreviewingthe | 21 Q What isthat?
22 City of Bloomington. Jason Mooretold himthat | 22 A It'samap of Monroe County that shows the Fire
23 | wasincorrectly citing an automatic aid 23 Protection District, the Ellettsville Fire
24  agreement that didn't exist, and they weregoing | 24  Department, and their coverage of Richland
25  tocorrect that. 25  Township, Stinesville, Beanblossom Township, and
Page 103 Page 105
1 There was no written, formal automatic aid 1 theCity of Bloomington.
2 agreement. But sincel had beenin thefire 2 Q So at the bottom, | seeit says"Monroe County
3 servicein 2006, it was well established and 3 FireDistricts2022." Doesthat -- which,
4 programmed in the Monroe County Central 4 obviously, we're now in 2024.
5 Emergency Dispatch at the agreement of al fire 5 Does this map represent the accurate
6  departmentsin the areas for which automatic aid 6 locations of the district as we sit here today
7  took place. That was removed not shortly after. 7 in'24? Or hasit changed since this map was
8 Itexisted at thetime of the SO review. By 8 created?
9 theend of it, the city had backed out. | mean, 9 A Appearsto be correct with the exception of
10  there are newspaper articles discussing that. 10 Ellettsville Fire Station 81 is now partial
11 Jason had called me -- thisis probably 11 Monroe Fire District station.
12 around the time that Senate Bill 603 wasin 12 Q Sol takeit that's in Richland Township?
13 session. Jason had called me -- Jason Moore, 13 A Yeah. It would be the southeast station in
14  the City of Bloomington Fire Chief -- and told 14  Richland Township.
15  meif Senate Bill 603 did not die, automatic aid 15 Q That's now part of what please?
16 wasending. Again, all of thiswasina 16 A It'sEllettsville and Monroe Fire District.
17  relevant period of time. 17 Q That'sthe one you were talking about earlier

18 Q Hewasthe chief of Bloomington Fire Department?
19 A Correct.

20 Q And that wasarolein which he was calling you?
21 A Correct.

22 Q Andthenit didn't die; the legislation did not

23 die. So, therefore, theaid did?

24 A That's correct.

25 Q Exactly what he said would happen?

18 that'sjoint?
19 A That's correct.
20 Q Isthereany part of 1A or 1B -- which are not

21  on Exhibit 74, of course, that the lines for
22  which arenot. But isthere any part of 1A or
23 1B that are not within 5 miles of afire

24  station?

25 A No.
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Page 106 Page 108

1 MR. BEGGS:. No further questions, sir. 1 relative or attorney of any party, or otherwise

2 Thank you very much. 2 interested in the event of this action, and am not

3 MR. UNGER: No questions. 3 inthe employ of the attorneys for any party.

4 (Time noted: 1:26 p.m.) 4 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my

5  AND FURTHER THE DEPONENT SAITH NOT. 2 ga”d ?”Ad a‘.flf';gg4my notaridl seal on this 3rd

6 ° ay of Apri .

-

8 g Colloen EW?

culled | blauy

9 DUSTIN DILLARD 10
10 11
11 12 Sedl, Notary Public My Commission Expires:
12 State of Indiana March 8, 2029
13 13
14 Colleen Brady County of Residence:
15 14 Commission No. NP0732235 Monroe
16 15
17 13
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
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1 Veritext Legal Soluti
1 STATE OF INDIANA ) byl
) SS 2 Suite 1820
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
2 COUNTY OF MON ROE ) 3 Ph?)/neilﬁ-Ség»ZLSlS
3 I, Colleen Brady, a Notary Public in and for 451 ¢pri;A2, ;024
. 0: Mr. S

4 the County of Monroe; State of Indiana at Iarge, do 6 Case Nam?g(liounty Residents Against Annexation Inc. Et Al. v. The

5 hereby certify that DUSTIN DILLARD, the deponent , Common Council Of The City Of Bloomington Et Al.

6 herein, was by mefirst duly sworn to tell the Veritext Reference Number: 6507051

. 8
7 truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth Witness: DusinDillard  Deposition Date: 320/2024
8 inthe aforementioned matter; 9
. L. Sir:

9 That the foregoing deposition was taken on 10 Dexr
10 behalf of the Respondent& at the offices of " The deposition transcript taken in the above-referenced
11 Bloomington City Hall, 401 North Morton Street, matter, with the reading and signing having not been
12 Room 225, Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana, on © xpresly waivee, has boen completed s avalable
13 the 20th day of March 2024, commencing at the hour 13 '

of 11:01 am., pursuant to the Indiana Rules of
Tria Procedure;

That said deposition was taken down
stenographically and transcribed under my
direction, and that the typewritten transcript is a
true record of the testimony given by the said
deponent; and thereafter presented to said deponent
for his signature;

That the parties were represented by their
counsel as aforementioned.

| do further certify that | am a disinterested
person in this cause of action; that | am not a

for review and signature. Please call our office to
14

make arrangements for a convenient location to
15

accomplish this or if you prefer a certified transcript
16

can be purchased.
17

If the erratais not returned within thirty days of your
18

receipt of this letter, the reading and signing will be
19

deemed waived.
20
21 Sincerely,
22
23 Production Department
24
25 NONOTARY REQUIRED IN CA
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1 DEPOSITION REVIEW 1 ERRATA SHEET
CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS
2 VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS MIDWEST
ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6507051 2 ASSIGNMENT NO: 3/20/2024
3 CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexation Inc. Et Al. v.
The Common Council Of The City Of Bloomington Et Al. 3 PAGELI NE(S) ! CHANGE /REASON
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 3/20/2024 4
4 WITNESS NAME: Dustin Dillard 5
5 In accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of 6
6 my testimony or it has been read to me. 7
7 | have made no changes to the testimony
as transcribed by the court reporter. 8
8 9
9 Date Dustin Dillard 10
10 Sworn to and subscribed before me, a 11
Notary Public in and for the State and County, 12
11 thereferenced witness did personally appear
and acknowledge that: 13
12 14
They have read the transcript; 15
13 They signed the foregoing Sworn
Statement; and 16
14 Their execution of this Statement is of 17
their free act and deed.
15 18
| have affixed my name and official seal 19
16
this day of .20 .
17 20 Date Dustin Dillard
- 21 SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
18 Notary Public
19 22 DAY OF , 20
Commission Expiration Date 23
22 Notary Public
22 24
23
24
25 25 Commission Expiration Date
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1 DEPOSITION REVIEW
CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS
2
ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6507051
3 CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexation Inc. Et Al. v.

10

11

12
13

14

15

16
17

18
19
20
21
22
23

24

25

The Common Council Of The City Of Bloomington Et Al.
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 3/20/2024
WITNESS NAME: Dustin Dillard
In accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
my testimony or it has been read to me.

| have listed my changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, listing page and line numbers as
well as the reason(s) for the change(s).

| request that these changes be entered
as part of the record of my testimony.

| have executed the Errata Sheet, as well
asthis Certificate, and request and authorize
that both be appended to the transcript of my
testimony and be incorporated therein.

Date Dustin Dillard
Sworn to and subscribed before me, a

Notary Public in and for the State and County,

the referenced witness did personally appear

and acknowledge that:

They have read the transcript;

They have listed al of their corrections
in the appended Errata Sheet;

They signed the foregoing Sworn
Statement; and

Their execution of this Statement is of
their free act and deed.

| have affixed my name and official seal

day of

this , 20

Notary Public

Commission Expiration Date
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Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure
Depositions Upon Oral Examination

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness--Changes--Signing.

(1) When the testimony 1is fully transcribed, the
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for
reading and signing and shall be read to or by him,
unless such reading and signing have been waived by
the witness and by each party. “Submitted to the
witness” as used in this subsection shall mean (a)
mailing of written notification by registered or
certified mail to the witness and each attorney
attending the deposition that the deposition can be
read and examined in the office of the officer
before whom the deposition was taken, or (b),
mailing the original deposition, by registered or
certified mail, to the witness at an address
designated by the witness or his attorney, if
requested to do so by the witness, his attorney, or

the party taking the deposition.

(2) If the witness desires to change any answer in
the deposition submitted to him, each change, with

a statement of the reason therefor, shall be made




by the witness on a separate form provided by the
officer, shall be signed by the witness and affixed
to the original deposition by the officer. A copy
of such changes shall be furnished by the officer

to each party.

(3) If the reading and signing have not been waived
by the witness and by each party the deposition
shall be signed by the witness and returned by him
to the officer within thirty (30) days after it 1is
submitted to the witness. If the deposition has
been returned to the officer and has not been
signed by the witness, the officer shall execute a
certificate of that fact, attach it to the original
deposition and deliver it to the party taking it.
In such event, the deposition may be used by any
party with the same force and effect as though it

had been signed by the witness.

(4) In the event the deposition is not returned to
the officer within thirty (30) days after it has
been submitted to the witness, the reporter shall
execute a certificate of that fact and cause the
certificate to be delivered to the party taking it.

In such event, any party may use a copy of the




deposition with the same force and effect as though

the original had been signed by the witness.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.




	Dustin Dillard
	Word Index
	All
	& - 3
	3.7. - additions
	address - answer
	answering - attorneys
	attrition - bloomington
	bloomington - central
	certain - commencing
	commission - correct
	corrected - definition
	degree - district
	district - equipment
	equivalence - fire
	fire - four
	four - heard
	heard - increasing
	incredible - know
	know - lose
	lost - million
	million - numbers
	o'reilly - people
	people - prepared
	prepared - providing
	proximate - refuse
	regard - revenue
	revenue - services
	services - ss
	staff - support
	supposed - think
	think - trends
	trial - volunteer
	volunteer - yeah
	yeah - yep

	Alphabetical
	Numbers and Symbols
	& - 3
	3.7. - additions

	A
	3.7. - additions
	address - answer
	answering - attorneys
	attrition - bloomington

	B
	attrition - bloomington
	bloomington - central

	C
	bloomington - central
	certain - commencing
	commission - correct
	corrected - definition

	D
	corrected - definition
	degree - district
	district - equipment

	E
	district - equipment
	equivalence - fire

	F
	equivalence - fire
	fire - four
	four - heard

	G
	four - heard

	H
	four - heard
	heard - increasing

	I
	heard - increasing
	incredible - know

	J
	incredible - know

	K
	incredible - know
	know - lose

	L
	know - lose
	lost - million

	M
	lost - million
	million - numbers

	N
	million - numbers

	O
	o'reilly - people

	P
	o'reilly - people
	people - prepared
	prepared - providing
	proximate - refuse

	Q
	proximate - refuse

	R
	proximate - refuse
	regard - revenue
	revenue - services

	S
	revenue - services
	services - ss
	staff - support
	supposed - think

	T
	supposed - think
	think - trends
	trial - volunteer

	U
	trial - volunteer

	V
	trial - volunteer
	volunteer - yeah

	W
	volunteer - yeah

	Y
	volunteer - yeah
	yeah - yep




