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STATE OF | NDI ANA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF MONROE )

IN THE CIRCU T COURT OF MONROE COUNTY
CAUSE NO. 53C06-2203- PL-000509

COUNTY RESI DENTS AGAI NST ANNEXATI ON,
| NC., an Indiana not for profit
corporation, et al.

Renonstrat or s/ Appel | ants/ Petitioners,
_VS_

THE COMMON COUNCIL of the City of
Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, I ndiana,
et al.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

Respondent s.
DEPOSI TI ON OF HARRY FERRI S

The deposition upon oral exam nation of HARRY
FERRI'S, a witness produced and sworn before ne,
Col | een Brady, Notary Public in and for the County
of Monroe, State of Indiana, taken on behalf of the
Respondents, at the offices of Bloom ngton City
Hall, 401 North Morton Street, Room 225,

Bl oom ngt on, Monroe County, |ndiana, on the
27th day of February 2024, at 1:41 p.m, pursuant
to the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure with
written notice as to tinme and place thereof.
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APPEARANCES

FOR THE PETI Tl ONERS:

William J. Beggs

BUNGER & ROBERTSON

211 South Coll ege Avenue
Bl oom ngton, IN 47404
812.332.9295

wj beggs@ awbr.com

FOR THE RESPONDENTS:

Andrew M. McNei |

BOSE MCKI NNEY & EVANS LLP
111 Monument Circle

Suite 2700

| ndi anapolis, IN 46204
317.684.5000
amcnei |l @osel aw. com

ALSO PRESENT:

Mar garet Clements
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| NDEX OF EXAM NATI ON

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON .o
Questions by Andrew M McNei

| NDEX OF EXHI BI TS

Previ ously Marked Exhi bits:

Exhi bit 28

Amended and Suppl enented .
Answers of County Residents

Agai nst Annexation Inc. to City

of Bl oom ngton's
| nterrogatories
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(Time noted: 1:41 p.m)

HARRY FERRI S,
havi ng been duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth relating to said

matter, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON,

QUESTI ONS BY ANDREW M MCNEI L:

Q Coul d you state your nane for the record pl ease?

A Harry -- full legal name; right? Harry E.
Ferris Jr. | just go by Harry Ferris. Father
I's passed away. Some attorney told nme | could
drop the Jr.

Q Well, Harry, ny nane Andrew McNeil. |'m one of
the attorneys for is the City of Bloom ngton in
t hi s annexati on renonstrance case. Have you
ever been through a deposition before?

A Yes.

Q \Wen nost recently?

A Probably been 25, 30 years. | worked for big
trucki ng conpanies. W were always suffering
litigation.

Q Well, the process hasn't changed. Maybe the
t echnol ogy has. So you understand, your role

here is to answer ny questions as conpletely and

Veritext Lega Solutions
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truthfully as you can; right?

Yes.

If you don't understand nmy question, will you
l et me know?

"1l ask for clarification.

If you need me to rephrase it, just speak up,

| et me know.

Ri ght .

And if you answer it, | wll assune you
understood it. |Is that fair?

Fair.

We're trying to get you out in about 45 m nutes.
All right.

But even so, if you need to take a break for any
reason, will you let nme know that?

Sure. Certainly.

What is your address?

4132 West Broadway Avenue, Bl oom ngton. 47404.
I's that in Annexation Area 1A?

Yes.

Does anyone else live at that West Broadway
address with you?

No. When this all started -- ny wife is
deceased. | lost ny wife two years ago. So,

yes, she was living there with ne.
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Not currently --

Currently, |I'msolo.

l'"m sorry for your | oss.

Thank you.

Did you or your wife at the tine sign a
renonstrance petition opposing the annexation?
| believe only one signature per property. So
my signature.

You signed it?

Yes.

How | ong have you owned the 4132 West Broadway
property?

Since COctober of 2013. WMaybe the end of

Sept ember. Somewhere in there. So 10 plus
years.

Do you own any other property in either Area 1A
or 1B?

No, | do not.

Do you have any plans to nove?

No, | do not, currently. | just --

Sure.

Not trying to be difficult.

No, | appreciate that. Do you work currently?
Yes.

Where did you work?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Bl oom ngton Transit.

And how | ong have you wor ked there?

Ten years.

To get from Bl oom ngton Transit from your hone,
what route do you take?

Basi cally Broadway to Western Avenue to 3rd
Street to Patterson, to Gi nes.

What do you do for Bl oom ngton Transit?

Bus operator. Part tine.

Do you have any ot her enpl oynment?

None.

If you work part time, do you have a regul ar set
schedul e from week to week?

Yes.

What is your schedul e?

Basically, 7:05 a.m to 12: 30 Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday. | have Wednesday off. Again,
part time. Approximately, 22 hours and a
fraction. | just round it down to 22 hours.

Ot her than working at Bl oom ngton Transit, do
you do anything else within the city limts?

Li ke, do you get -- do you go shopping, get
groceries, eat at restaurants within city
limts?

On occasion. Do you need specifics?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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If you could ballpark?

Kroger. | buy ny gas at Kroger. Shop at

Kroger. They call it Highland Village, which is
on the west side, but it's in the city. | use
the Planet Fitness on West 3rd Street in
VWhitehall Plaza. Fromtime to tinme, | shop at
Menander. | believe that's in the city. Shop
at Wal mart, but that's county.

Do you ever go to the city parks for any reason?
No, but when I -- | lived in the city for 17
years. So | did go to parks and park functions
and | had younger children.

When you lived in the city, where did you |ive?
Paddi ngt on Court, which is down off of Allendale
I n Sherwood Oaks. There's a Sherwood Oaks and a
Sher wood Oaks I1.

You were in Sherwood Oaks?

Sherwood Oaks. My back fence line was the --
for a while, was the boundary between the city
and the county. | woke up one norning, read in
t he paper that they had been annexed. That was
during mayor Fernandez's term So | asked ny
nei ghbor and he wasn't aware that he got annexed

by the city.

Q Do you attend any other events within the city

WWw.veritext.com
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or any events at Indiana University sporting
events or other performances?

No, | use state property, but | have attended
one football game in the last -- probably | ast
20 years. No basketball games. And | have
attended the opera at the Musical Arts Center
once |last fall.

So if you were thinking the about your honme on
West Broadway, if you were to call the fire
departnment -- you had a kitchen fire or
sonmething -- what's your understandi ng of which
service provider would be the primry responder?
Primary responder would be Ellettsville 'cause
fire departnent is under contract to our
township, and it's approximately a long ml e,

l ess than 2 mles away just off of Curry.

And |'m gl ad you brought that up because
when the city had an orientation for annexation
downstairs, | attended that. And one of ny
questions was going to be to the fire
department. They had a booth, the police
department had a booth, and I wanted to ask what
their response tinme would be. Now they
published in the paper that it would be seven

m nutes, but if you' ve ever sat at West 3rd at
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peek traffic time, they can't get from down
there -- now their closest -- the city's cl osest
station is on Franklin, over there by MDonal d's
and Interstate 96. | sit and watch the fire
trucks can't get through the traffic. They're
just sitting on their horns. So, again, and

| -- my neighbors have called the fire
departnment. And Ellettsville responds within
three to five mnutes. City says their response
time is would be seven. | place it closer --
and trying to be fair -- 11 mnutes for themto
respond across the interstate because of
traffic.

Do you know what rating the Bloom ngton fire
depart nent has?

Last I -- I'"mglad you brought that up 'cause
again -- well, the night they had orientation, I
stopped at the booth for fire department and the
police, and they had parks and rec there and a
few other departnments. They were tal king about
to people. So | went around the corner
downstairs and tal ked to the peopl e about ny
taxes. And they were estimting what the

I ncrease on ny taxes would be at that tine.

Approxi mately 6:15, | came back and the police
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and fire department personnel had all abandoned
their booth. They were supposed to be there
till 8:00.

So that was ny intend questions to themis
fire departnent response tinme and police
department response tinme. Now I know for a fact
t hat the police do not have their -- to ny best
observations, are not -- are only responding to
911 calls. Working for the bus conpany, |'ve
sat down at the Transit Center at 3rd and
Wal nut, which is just a block west of the police
station at Lincoln and 3rd Street, and they
all -- the police officers, due to their
decreased numbers, cannot -- they sit at the
police station and wait for a call and then four
or five vehicles conme running out either 3rd and
Wal nut or down the ally behind the bus station
to respond to a call. So they are staged at the
police station.

You nmean in contrast, they are not out on
patrol ?

Correct.

Pl ease conti nue.

The police chief, | have a good friend that just

went through a police orientation neeting, said
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that they're not responding to any -- or pulling
over people for traffic violations, that they're
under manned and understaffed; which ny
under st andi ng, they're budgeted for 105 officers
and they only have 85. So | have to question
why they can't hire and retain people.

The current police chief, who was
renom nated or appointed by the new current
mayor, repointed him But |I'm going back -- |I'm
guesstimating -- five, six years, city counci
appropriated $225,000 for the city to fix the
roof on the current police station. Instead of
doing that, the police chief went and bought an
arnmored car that created all kinds of public
uproar. So | feel the city is msmnaged. And
the fire departnent, everything | hear and read
In the papers and listen to on the nedia, is
understaffed. So both police and fire
department are understaffed.

From ny experience and living in the city
for 17 years, nmy taxes went up every two years
and nmy services went down every two years. They
went from free garbage collection to paid
gar bage collection. They went from putting

anything at the curb -- that you put at the curb

Veritext Lega Solutions
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woul d be picked up to limtations that anything
ot her than two cans, which you had to buy
stickers -- pay stickers to have pay for.

We had to pay for -- so we went fromfree
gar bage service to pay garbage service to
limtations on how much we could put to the
curb, and any special pickups, we had to pay
extra for. When | noved into the property in
1996, we had free vacuum of | eaves on a weekly
basi s.

VWho provided that service?

The city. And they went from weekly to nonthly
to once a year to total elimnation of |eaf

col | ection.

So currently | drive a bus for City of
Bl oom ngton. The city streets aren't
mai ntai ned. AlIl the city manhol e covers are
uneven. And there's potholes all over the city.
Now sonetinmes we can go through our dispatcher
and point out a pothole that's getting out of
hand or getting too deep.

You nmean the Bl oom ngton Transport dispatcher?
Di spatcher. And request and sonetines the city
responds.

Let nme back up.
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Ckay.

My question was do you know what the current
fire departnent rating is?

Oh, I'msorry.

That's all right. W would have covered --
| digress.

We woul d have covered all this stuff anyway

but --

My understanding, the last | heard and |
wanted -- | digress because | wanted to verify
it. Chicago has the highest rating because,

when the city burnt to the ground, they inproved
their fire department. And ny understandi ng,
the city's rating is equivalent to Chicago's.
Now correct nme if |I'mwong or you have ot her
Information to update nme; | haven't seen
anything to the contrary.

That's your understandi ng?

Yes.

Okay. You nmentioned in your answer that the
police chief -- you tal ked about a friend of
yours who was at a recent police orientation --
Ri ght .

-- with the police chief.

Spoke very highly of the police chief, | m ght
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add.
Thank you. When you say police orientation,

what do you nean?

Well, ny friend thought it was just a general
overview. But the city -- the police departnent
does this every fall. |It's basically a

recruiting session where they offer the public
to come in. People cone in and sit down. And
one week, they'll have, |ike, the SWAT team get
up and give a presentation, patrol officer
another time. They have a judge fromthe court
to come in. It's a 12-week sem nar or -- | cal
it an orientation. But --

So it was in that context?

Yes. Basically recruiting. 'Cause |I've had --
|'"ve known ot her young -- ny friend is 71 years
old and he's not | ooking for a job.

VWhat's his name?

Chris Wlson. So and he --

So did M. WIson convey that the police chief
said that they were understaffed and they were
budget ed for 105 but had about 85 actual ?
Right. And they weren't responding to -- or
taking care of any traffic violations. And |

can testify to that because on the bus, | see --
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From your observati ons?

I'mat intersection and there's a policenman
sitting there and sonmebody runs an all-way stop
in front of him and they just don't do
anything. And, to be fair, they've been
mal i gned, they're undermanned, they're
understaffed. So | don't know -- | can kind of
under stand the hands-off approach, but people
are getting out of hand; so ...

Let me ask you this about the police. There was
a study done that City of Bloom ngton paid for a
few years ago to look at the staffing | evels of
the police departnment. Are you famliar with

t hat ?

| believe so to the extent that there was an
article in the paper that was kind of giving an
overview of it. So sonmewhat famliar w th what
you' re tal king about.

Your information about that study would be what
you read in the newspaper --

Yes.

-- as opposed to reading the study yoursel f?
Correct.

In the article you read, do you renenber it

reporting on the ultimte concl usions or
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recomendati ons fromthat study?

Lot of officers were hiring in and | eaving. The
only conclusion that | recall was that they are
underpaid. Since then, | know city counci
pushed t hrough big pay raises for them and
possibly -- and I m ght not have this correct --
bonuses, hiring bonuses and retention bonuses.
Some kind of package to that --

To try to help with recruiting?

Right. And retention.

And retention. | don't renenber if you said
this or not. M ght have been another witness.
There have been a few today. Did you say you've
had experience with calling -- | know your

nei ghbor had experience with Ellettsville fire
depart nment.

Have you had experience with calling the
Monroe County Sheriff's Departnment for any
reason?

Yes.

Did you call themto your residence? |Is there a
particul ar situation?

Yes.

VWhat's the situation?

I wal k my dogs on street. W don't have
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si dewal ks. And | had a fella -- | was wal ki ng,

and there was a four-way stop about 10 houses

down. He ran the stop sign and al nost -- Kkind
of gave nme a brush back. |1'm not going to say
he tried to hit me. So | yelled at him | have

to add this. He had a small child in his car.

Got out of his car and started swearing, cursing

at me. Threatened to -- called me an old man.
Threatened into beat ne up, physically. | just
stood there. | didn't respond in kind other

than to say, "No, you ran the stop sign and |
call you out on it." Got his license number.
Call ed the deputy's sheriff's office and said
“"This guy ran a stop sign. Got out of his

car -- | called himon it. He threatened ne
with bodily harm and here's his |license plate
number . "

And did a sheriff's deputy ever cone to your
house to take a further statenment from you?

| didn't call 911. | called the sheriff's
office direct. Talked to dispatcher deputy on
duty. She told nme that she had witten
everything down, and they didn't have a
patrolman in the area right now but they would

follow up on it.
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Did anyone follow up on it?

Not with ne.

So you don't know if they ever followed up with
a driver?

Correct.

Are you famliar with the organi zati on County
Resi dent s Agai nst Annexation?

Yes.

What is your famliarity or understanding with
t hat organi zati on?

It's a nonprofit organization. |It's advocating
agai nst annexati on.

Have you been involved with that organization
either on a board of advisors or board of
directors or holding an office --

Posi tion, no.

Have you attended any neetings?

| have to ask, if you don't mnd, just for --

t hey had --

Your best recollection.

| went to the nmeeting at the fairgrounds. So |
don't know if -- | think Margaret was there but
| don't know if --

I f that was --

-- they were holding -- hosting that or not as

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N T T N T S R e N T
a A W N P O © 00O N OO 01~ W N+, O

>

Page 20

an organi zation. And | went to a neeting at

Van Buren Fire Departnent where, again, | don't
know who was host -- nmy understanding was it was
Van Buren Township was hosting that neeting, but
' m not clear on that, expressing their concerns
about funding if they were annexed and having to
do away with their fire department or trimm ng
manpower and equi pnent. And | al so attended
Washi ngt on Township. |Is that on North Od 37?
You attended a neeting out there?

As well. So three. To ny recollection, three
meeti ngs, public meetings, concerned with
annexation. And whether the organi zation was
hosting that or -- | don't think, the two fire
departments, they were but possibly the one --
but | think that was just collecting signatures
at the fairgrounds.

Let ne refine my question a little bit.

Okay.

So | understand there's nonthly or sem regular
meetings --

No.

-- of CRAA?

None. Never attended or even been invited, to

my knowl edge. And |'m not on -- they m ght -- |
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hope |' m not speaking out of turn. |'m not on
soci al media or Facebook or any of that. So if
t hose, you know, invitations are extend through
t hose social nedias, |I'm--

It doesn't reach you?

-- unaware of it. Doesn't apply to ne.

Have you ever donated to CRAA?

Yes.

How nuch?

$300.

Is that all at one tine?

Yes.

When did you do that?

Very start. Very start.

Have you ever communi cated with ot her people via
emai | or text nmessage about the annexation?

No.

VWhen you signed the renonstrance petition
originally, did you understand you were

expressi ng opposition to the annexation?

Yes.

Are you still opposed to the annexation?

Yes.

Why ?

To recap, | feel the city is m smnaged. Has

Veritext Lega Solutions
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been ever since | noved to Bloom ngton in 1996
under Fernandez, Kruzan ...

Ham | t on?

Ham Iton, I'msorry. And | just heard the new
mayor on New Addition earlier this nonth, maybe
the end of January. Her question was put to

her -- she ran on a platform of affordable

housi ng. And they were tal king about affordable
housing on this forum or news show, and sonebody
called in or asked a question about getting

busi ness to nove to Bl oom ngton with jobs. And
her response was "No, we need to build

af fordabl e housing first."

Well, I'"ma commerce guy and the jobs got
to come first before people can afford housing
to pay for their housing. So building housing
prior to getting business is counterproductive
in nmy view And | travel a 75-mle radius; | go
to estate auctions. | go over to Col unbus;

t hey've got a big industrial park in Col unbus.
You can go to Mooresville; they've got a big

i ndustrial park with jobs there. And pretty
much -- even in Bedford, there's sonme industry
nmoving in there. Not a |ot.

To recap, |'ve lived in Bloom ngton 25
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years. They don't attract any business. They
bought this technical park. This land just to
the northwest of this building was all U

war ehouses, which the city bought from that and
were going to turn it into a technical park,

whi ch no businesses, to ny know edge, have noved
I n.

Now on the flip side, Bill Cook was wel
established in this community and thought highly
of Bloom ngton. Bill Cook businesses and he
started Cook Pharm ca in the city, and that's
now been purchased by Catal ent, who's expanded
that. But that expansion was pretty nmuch due to
the COVID virus and packaging the -- the
I nj ections.

Vacci nes?

Yeah, thank you. So | don't see business being
attracted here. Again, nmy taxes always went up.
We asked Mayor Ham lton -- and | heard hi m asked
on FIU, | heard him asked in the paper -- "What
are you going to do for us when you annex us?"
And he admtted. He said, "We're not going to
do anything."

So the city is not going to add any

services. They are going to force ne to
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purchase their sanitation service, which | pay,
on an i ndependent service, one third of what the
city is going to charge ne. And | have
nei ghbors -- now | went around the city -- or
around nmy nei ghborhood col | ecting signatures and
talking to ny neighbors. There's nei ghbors that
are on fixed incomes. That cannot afford the
taxes increase and/or the forced garbage
service. They don't know what they're going to
do. One of themlives diagonally behind. Her
name is Sue May. She is willing to testify to
that effect. She is sem invalid and probably
couldn't come down here to testify or make
testinony to you in person. But she's avail able
to be tal ked to.

And | had ot her neighbors that | tal ked
t hat woul dn't sign the renonstrance because they
were afraid of retaliation. Now why, didn't go
into it. | didn't pry. They just said, "I'm
against it but | won't sign because |I'mafraid.”
Let ne ask you about the mayor comment.
All right.
Did you hear himon a progranf
Yes.

Your sel f?
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Yes. And quoted in the paper.

Right. | understand quoted in the paper. But
It was the mayor's voice on a radio or internet
program or TV that you heard?

Right. Ask the Mayor, | believe, on FIU Every
Wednesday, they do the surrendering counties.
Didn't nmean to interrupt.

That's all right. What do you renmenber the
question being?

Just basically what new and additional services
were going to be added. Specifically, there was
quotes from people in the paper. Sone people --
now I"mon city water and sewage. Sone people
in Section 1A and 1B are on septic tank, and

t hey asked specifically "Can we hook up to the
city?" And the answer was "Yes. $15,000 per
property."”

Sonme people were asked "What about adding
si dewal ks to our nei ghborhoods?" Because a | ot
of the nei ghborhoods don't have it. Sidewal ks.
"Yes, we'll put sidewal ks in but we'll charge
you for them"

This is on the radio progranf
Radio -- no, on the septic tank and si dewal ks,

wer e newspaper quotes.
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Q Ckay. | appreciate you sharing that
information. | just want to understand --

A Sure. No, | want to be clear.

Q | appreciate that. On the Ask The Mayor on

WFI U, the question along the |Iines of what new

or additional services will the city provide

we're annexed. Fair summary of the question?

A That's ny understanding as | recall.

| f

Q Your testinony, | think, is in the answer, the

mayor said we wouldn't provide --
A No, additional anything.
Q No additional --

A Just fire. Fire and police. And I'm

assumng -- and this is a big assunption on ny

part -- snow renoval conme wi nter.

Q So did you understand in his answer to be saying

t hat the annexation area | andowners woul d

receive the same city services that everyone

el se receives and nothing beyond those? O are

you saying sonething different?

A | think I'm saying something different. | think

| ' m saying they anticipated providing police,
fire, street services -- as in, snow renoval

and not hi ng nore.

| think, as | recall, somebody asked about

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376




© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N T T N T S R e N T
a A W N P O © 00O N OO 01~ W N+, O

Page 27

parks. And the response was there would be no
new or additional parks in the annexation areas.
Did you understand, though, that if the
annexation occurred, that the | andowners in the
annexation area would be -- if there was a
charge, for exanple, at a city park -- they
woul d be able to pay the in-city fee as opposed
to the out-of-city fee?

Yes. You nean as in, |ike, parks and rec, where
t hey have the prograns?

Ri ght .

Yeah. So if we were annexed, we would be part
of the city and we have a right to those
programs. And we were told -- when we started
to oppose annexation, our sewage and water rates
went up 11 percent. Now ny nei ghborhood is 60
years old. So the infrastructure is already
there. But the city council passed and we have
a surcharge of 11 percent on our bills every
nont h for being nonresident users of the
existing city and water sewage systens; but --
and I will clarify that for you -- if we
accepted annexation, that 11 percent surcharge
woul d go away.

So you're on the city water and sewer. Would
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you -- go ahead.

| was just going to say, |'maware of three
cave-ins on ny street; two sewer and one water.
The one cave-in is at the corner of my property.
It's been there for five years. They just cane
out, put a barricade.

One of the residents in ny neighborhood
works for City of Bloomngton Utilities. He
says they're understaffed, and they only respond
to enmergency repairs and anything el se that
needs to be done, the city is going to contract
out, third-party people, to do mmi ntenance worKk.
Sorry. \What's that nei ghbor's name?

Ryan -- 1'm sorry.

If it comes to you, you can add it.

Yeah. |'ll -- yeah.

So on the city and water service that you have
ri ght now, would you be agreeable to

di sconnecting fromthat service if annexation
does not becone effective?

Do | have a choice?

Just asking the question. 'Cause it's the City
of Bloom ngton Utility provides the water and
sewer service --

Ri ght .
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-- and you pay the fee, the nonthly charges.
Ri ght .
But if annexation didn't happen and Bl oom ngton
said we're not going to provide services --
well - -
-- outside of our boundaries, would you be
opposed to that?
Let me throw this curve at you. The line |I'm on
was installed to accommpdate the GE Pl ant when
it was built on Curry Pike because they wanted
city water. So they threw that line in. M two
streets back up to the old GE facility, which is
now Cook, which is being subleased to a chip
maker and was bei ng renovated by Cook.

So ny understanding is that the City of
Bl oom ngton has a contract with Cook to supply
water to their facility, and I'"'mon that |ine.
So | don't know how they woul d di sconnect ne.
They can just disconnect your |ateral, for
exanpl e.
They can turn it off, right, fromthe main. MW
utilities run down the back line. But that
seens counterproductive to nme, but | can't deny
your hypot hesis.

Let ne ask this way: Do you think it's in your
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best interest to continue receiving the water
and sewer services fromthe City of Bloom ngton?
Well, | pay ny bills and | would expect themto
continue it. Seemto say nme a conmm tnment on
their part when they put those lines in, for
what ever reason. | shared with you ny
under standing that it was put in as an of fshoot
to, really, sell water -- or provide water to
old GE, which is now currently the Cook
property.
So you think when a sewer line is installed and
there were conditions on it, those conditions
shoul d you be honored?
| believe so. And | m ght add that,
approximately, | think it was pre COVID so we're
probably going back four years, the city did pay
an outside contractor to line the pipes because
t hey were | eaking sewage, specifically.

So I'd like to think that they made an
I nvestment and they weren't going to just walk
away from that investnent. But | could be
wWr ong.
| asked you about why you opposed the annexati on
and you have given sonme information, city

m smanaged and things like that. |Is the change
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In property taxes to your parcel a basis for
your opposition to the annexation?

At the time the number that was quoted to ne
downstairs, it was a 60 percent increase. It
woul d not -- personally, | have to admt, it
woul d not cripple nme to pay the increase taxes.
But | have, again -- now as | said, | walk ny
dogs up and down the nei ghborhood. There's
approximately 95 houses on ny two streets. And
| stop and talk to anybody that wants to talk,
and |'ve al ways asked their views and opinions
on annexation; and there's a |ot of concerned,
worri ed peopl e about the tax increase and the
sanitation, forced sanitation services.

Have you ever revived the City of Bloom ngton's
fiscal plan that was adopted as part of the
annexation ordi nance in 20217

| believe they sent me a copy and | read it

t hor oughl vy.

It was |i ke a 500-page report. |Is that what you
read?

Right. And there was -- now there was two.

There was an econom c devel opnent plan for
devel oping 3rd Street corridor from Curry to lvy

Tech, which was online, which was very
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extensive. Then |I received a big booklet from
the city outlining their proposal. And what

ki nd of concerned ny about that was there was no
outreach fromthe city saying -- or any public
forums, "Hey, people we would |like to consider
annexi ng you. What's your thoughts?" They just
sent the annexation. This is back in 2017 where
they just said "We're annexing you."

Did you get a packet --

| got a packet.

-- from 2021 --

It wasn't 500 pages what | got. Oh, | got

anot her one. | got one in "17 and, if it was
*21, another follow up after the, you know, the
state |l egislature stopped the first annexati on.
That went to the Supreme Court. It was
overruled. So the city canme back again and sent

out certified mil --

Ri ght .

-- another booklet. | believe | still have

t hat .

The fiscal plan is a specific document. |It's

Fi scal Plan 5.0.
Where they went into purchasing equipment,

sanitation equi pnment, expanding the police
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staff.

Ri ght. Financial inmpact on overl apping taxing
aut horities.

Ri ght .

So you've | ooked at that?

Yeah.

Okay.

' mnot vastly famliar with it. But | have
| ooked t hrough it.

Do you have any opinion or understandi ng of
whet her the fiscal plan that you received in
2021 conplies with Indiana law? O you don't
know one way or the other?

| don't know one way or the other.

Do you have any information to suggest that the
fiscal plan is, sonmehow, inaccurate or

I nadequat e under | ndi ana | aw?

| nadequat e under | aw, not to ny know edge.

Or i naccurate?

| believe it was inaccurate only because, in
previous lives, | worked in purchasing and
purchasing fleets. And | did study -- having
wor ked at Bl oom ngton Transit, | was vastly
famliar with their operation. And the

sanitation -- | renmenber |ooking at the
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sanitation. | didn't feel they were going to be
able to purchase enough equi pment. They were
going to expand the bus conpany. Didn't see
that as a possibility. And the sanitation
services, | didn't feel the plan was adequate to
purchase new and additi onal equipnment to expand
to cover the new annexed areas.
And t hat observation is based on your life
experience --
Yes.
-- work history, and things |ike that?
Purchasing requirenments, lead tinme for
pur chasi ng equi pment. Sanitation equipnment is
very specialize. Buses, there's a five-year
delay in ordering new buss.

(Exhibit 28 previously marked.)
If you | ook at the docunments on the table there,
there's one with an Exhibit 28 sticker on it.
The title is "Anmended and Suppl emented Answers
of County Residents Agai nst Annexation to the
City of Bloom ngton's Interrogatories."”

Do you see that?
Yes.
Can you turn please to page 12, Question 13.

“ldentify and list all facts and docunents
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supporting your contention in the petition that
t he annexation is not in the best interest of
owners of land in the annexation territory."

Do you see that?
Yes.
If you turn to the next question on page 13,
under the supplemental answer heading, it says
"See Suppl enental Answer Number 5. In addition,
If called to testify, the foll ow ng woul d be
asked to testify about the inmpact of annexation
upon t hem and upon their businesses,” and on the
very last line of that paragraph, do you see

your nane there, Harry Ferris?

End of last line, right?
Yes.
Ckay, yes.

So you've testified already a | ot about sort of
your perception of the inmpact of the annexation
on others in your neighborhood or people you've
tal ked to, people on fixed incones, for exanple.
You tal ked about your inpression of the city and
m smanagenment and the staffing | evels at the
police, the fire, and utility. M question

Is -- and probably some other things too. |

don't want rehash what we've already talked
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about .

Under st and.

I's there other information or testinony that you
have to offer about why you thing the annexation
woul d not be in the best interest of the

| andowners in the annexati on areas that we
haven't tal ked about?

According to ny research, there's two state
statutes. One is population density; we don't
meet the criteria for popul ation density. And
the other is 60 percent of the land in our
proposed annexed area isn't commerci al .

Have you done an anal ysis of the popul ation
density on a persons per square acre basis --
Personal | y?

Yeah.

No.

Have you seen an anal ysis?

Yes.

Where have you seen that anal ysis?

Some public -- when | say "public,” it's nmedia
docunment analysis. And | don't -- | can't cite
who that was done by other than two or three
times -- two different sources. Now the two or

three -- | have to admt, two or three sources
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m ght have been quoting each other. | don't
know that. My understandi ng that the

popul ation, grossly under the state criteria.
So if it's three persons per acre, is it your
recollection that it was short in --

My under standi ng was one and a hal f.

But for both 1A and 1B? O just one and not the
ot her ?

1A. And the 60 percent zoned commerci al,

1 kew se, for 1A. Can't speak to 1B

Okay. That was what | --

That's what you want ed.

That's what | wanted to understand. Anything
el se about best interest that we haven't talked
about that you think would support your
observation that the annexation is not in the
best interest of |andowners?

Again, just to reiterate: m smanagenent,

hi story of m smanagenment, understaffed police
and fire -- which are two biggies for nme. And
personally not the taxation but --

But for other people?

Most definitely. Mst definitely. Some people
t hought they would have to nove, but | don't

think they can afford to nove or they woul d.
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O d H ghland Village, | don't know if you're
vastly famliar with the area, but it's a |[ot of
people on fixed incomes. Lot of people on fixed
I ncones.

| don't remenber if | asked you this at the very
begi nning. Do you have an intent, present
intent to --

Yeah, you asked ne. To npbve, no. My answer
was, no.

Do you have a nobrtgage on your property?

No.

So when you pay your taxes, you pay them
directly.

Yes.

As opposed to the bank or the nortgage conpany?
Yes, right.

Do you have the Honestead exenption?

Yes.

Are you 65 or over?

Yes.

Do you have the 65 over --

Yes.

Over 65 circuit breaker on your property?

Yes. MWy wife told me we were. So let ne --

As far as you know?
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Yes.

Do you know how Bl oom ngton's nmunici pal tax rate
conpares to the tax rate of other cities in

| ndi ana?

Only ny sources fromthe nmedia. And it's the

hi ghest, is what |'ve heard, according to the
media that | read or heard.
Hi ghest in --

| haven't researched it nyself.
Hi ghest in Monroe County, or highest conpared to
other cities in Indiana?
In the state.
Okay.
Now | can't imagi ne places |ike Carnel or
Westfield aren't higher but

MR. MCNEIL: M. Ferris those are all the
guestions | have for you at this tinme. Thank
you very much. | appreciate it.

MR. BEGGS: No questions. Thank you. We'd
| i ke signature.

(Time noted: 2:30 p.m)
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HARRY FERRI S

AND FURTHER THE DEPONENT SAlI TH NOT.
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STATE OF | NDI ANA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF MONROE )

I, Colleen Brady, a Notary Public in and for
t he County of Monroe, State of I|Indiana at |arge, do
hereby certify that HARRY FERRI S, the deponent
herein, was by me first duly sworn to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth
in the aforenenti oned matter,;

That the foregoing deposition was taken on
behal f of the Respondents, at the offices of
Bl oom ngton City Hall, 401 North Morton Street,
Room 225, Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, Indiana, on
the 27th day of February 2024, comencing at the
hour of 1:41 p.m, pursuant to the Indiana Rul es of
Trial Procedure;

That said deposition was taken down
st enographically and transcri bed under ny

direction, and that the typewitten transcript is a

true record of the testinony given by the said
deponent; and thereafter presented to said deponent
for his signature;

That the parties were represented by their
counsel as aforenentioned.

| do further certify that | am a disinterested
person in this cause of action; that I am not a

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ W N PP

10
11
12

13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Page 42

relative or attorney of any party, or otherw se
interested in the event of this action, and am not
in the enploy of the attorneys for any party.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
hand and affixed my notarial seal on this 15th
day of March 2024.

Coloan 5444?,

Col | een Br ady

Seal, Notary Public My Comm ssion Expires:
State of | ndi ana March 8, 2029

Col | een Brady County of Residence:
Comm ssion No. NP0732235 Monr oe
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Veritext Legal Solutions
1100 Superior Ave
Suite 1820
Cl evel and, Ohio 44114
Phone: 216-523-1313
March 15, 2024
To: M. Beggs
Council O The City Of Bl oomi ngton Et Al
Veritext Reference Nunmber: 6465804
Wtness: Harry Ferris Deposition Date: 2/27/2024
Dear Sir/Madam
The deposition transcript taken in the above-referenced
matter, with the reading and signing having not been
expressly wai ved, has been conpleted and is avail abl e
for review and signature. Please call our office to
make arrangements for a convenient location to
acconplish this or if you prefer a certified transcript
can be purchased.
If the errata is not returned within thirty days of your
receipt of this letter, the reading and signing will be
deened wai ved.
Si ncerely,

Producti on Depart nent

NO NOTARY REQUI RED I N CA

Case Nane: County Residents Agai nst Annexation Et Al v. The Common

Page 43
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DEPQOSI TI ON REVI EW
CERTI FI CATI ON OF W TNESS

ASSI GNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6465804
CASE NAME: County Residents Agai nst Annexation Et Al v. The
Common Council O The City Of Bl oom ngton Et Al
DATE OF DEPOCSI TI ON: 2/27/2024
W TNESS' NAME: Harry Ferris
In accordance with the Rules of Civi
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
my testinony or it has been read to ne.
I have made no changes to the testinony
as transcribed by the court reporter

Dat e Harry Ferris

Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
and acknow edge that:

They have read the transcript;

They signed the foregoing Sworn
St at enent; and

Their execution of this Statenment is of
their free act and deed.

| have affixed nmy nanme and official sea

this day of , 20

Not ary Public

Commi ssi on Expiration Date
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DEPQOSI TI ON REVI EW
CERTI FI CATI ON OF W TNESS

ASSI GNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6465804
CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexation Et Al v. The
Common Council O The City O Bl oom ngton Et Al

DATE OF DEPCSI TI ON: 2/27/ 2024

W TNESS' NAME: Harry Ferris

In accordance with the Rules of Civi
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
my testinony or it has been read to ne.

I have listed ny changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, |isting page and |ine nunbers as
well as the reason(s) for the change(s).

| request that these changes be entered
as part of the record of nmy testinony.

I have executed the Errata Sheet, as wel
as this Certificate, and request and authorize
that both be appended to the transcript of ny
testi nony and be incorporated therein.

Dat e Harry Ferris

Sworn to and subscribed before ne, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
and acknow edge that:

They have read the transcript;

They have listed all of their corrections

in the appended Errata Sheet;

They signed the foregoing Sworn

St at enent; and

Their execution of this Statenment is of

their free act and deed.

| have affixed nmy nane and official sea
this day of , 20

Not ary Public

Commi ssion Expiration Date

Veritext Lega Solutions
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ERRATA SHEET
VERI TEXT LEGAL SOLUTI ONS M DWEST
ASSI GNVENT NO. 2/27/ 2024

PAGE/ LI NE(S) / CHANGE /| REASON
Dat e Harry Ferris
SUBSCRI BED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
DAY OF , 20

Not ary Public

Comm ssion Expiration Date

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure
Depositions Upon Oral Examination

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness--Changes--Signing.

(1) When the testimony 1is fully transcribed, the
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for
reading and signing and shall be read to or by him,
unless such reading and signing have been waived by
the witness and by each party. “Submitted to the
witness” as used in this subsection shall mean (a)
mailing of written notification by registered or
certified mail to the witness and each attorney
attending the deposition that the deposition can be
read and examined in the office of the officer
before whom the deposition was taken, or (b),
mailing the original deposition, by registered or
certified mail, to the witness at an address
designated by the witness or his attorney, if
requested to do so by the witness, his attorney, or

the party taking the deposition.

(2) If the witness desires to change any answer in
the deposition submitted to him, each change, with

a statement of the reason therefor, shall be made




by the witness on a separate form provided by the
officer, shall be signed by the witness and affixed
to the original deposition by the officer. A copy
of such changes shall be furnished by the officer

to each party.

(3) If the reading and signing have not been waived
by the witness and by each party the deposition
shall be signed by the witness and returned by him
to the officer within thirty (30) days after it 1is
submitted to the witness. If the deposition has
been returned to the officer and has not been
signed by the witness, the officer shall execute a
certificate of that fact, attach it to the original
deposition and deliver it to the party taking it.
In such event, the deposition may be used by any
party with the same force and effect as though it

had been signed by the witness.

(4) In the event the deposition is not returned to
the officer within thirty (30) days after it has
been submitted to the witness, the reporter shall
execute a certificate of that fact and cause the
certificate to be delivered to the party taking it.

In such event, any party may use a copy of the




deposition with the same force and effect as though

the original had been signed by the witness.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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