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STATE OF | NDI ANA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF MONROE )
IN THE Cl RCU T COURT OF MONROE COUNTY
CAUSE NO. 53006-2203- PL- 000509
COUNTY RESI DENTS AGAI NST ANNEXATI ON, )

I NC., an Indiana not for profit
corporation, et al.

Renonstrat ors/ Appel | ant s/ Petitioners,
- VS_
THE COVMON COUNCI L of the Gty of

Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, |ndiana,
et al.

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Respondent s.
DEPCSI TION OF JUDI TH A. SHARP

The deposition upon oral exam nation of JUDI TH
A. SHARP, a w tness produced and sworn before ne,
Col | een Brady, Notary Public in and for the County
of Monroe, State of Indiana, taken on behalf of the
Respondents, at the offices of Bloom ngton City
Hal |, 401 North Morton Street, Room 225,
Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, Indiana, on the
14t h day of February 2024, at 9:00 a.m, pursuant
to the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure with
witten notice as to tinme and pl ace thereof.
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1 INDEX OF EXAMINATION 1 (Timenoted: 9:07 am.)
2 Page 2 JUDITH A. SHARP,
3 DIRECT EXAMINATION ................. 5 | 3 having been duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole
Questions by Stephen C. Unger 4 truth, and nothing but the truth relating to said
4 5 matter, was examined and testified as follows:
CROSS-EXAMINATION . .......... ... ... 79 6
g Questions by William J. Beggs 7 DIRECT EXAMINATION,
7 8 QUESTIONSBY STEPHEN C. UNGER:
8 9 Q Good morning, Ms. Sharp. How are you?
9 10 A | amfine. Thank you.
10 11 Q Wejust met this morning.
11 12 A Yes wedid.
12 13 Q Correct, first time?
13 14 A Yes wedid.
14 15 Q Have you ever been deposed before?
15 16 A Uh-huh. Tax court case.
16 17 Q Tax court. Appeals?
ig 18 A | don't know what it was. Appeals.
19 19 Q Tax appedls. Any other civil cases?
20 20 A No.
27 21 Q | want to kind of go over ground rules, well
22 22  cal them. Onethingis, you may recall, we
23 23 haveacourt reporter here. Sheis going to
24 24 write down everything you say. She can't
25 25  obviously write down if you shake your head

WWw.veritext.com
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Page 6
1 "yes'or"no." So please remember to answer
2 'yes'or--
3 A It'sredly hard to remember that, yes, but |
4 will.
5 Q Andyou understand you're under oath?
6 A |do.
7 Q Isthereany reason you believe you can't answer
8 truthfully or completely to the questions I'm
9 going to ask you today?
10 A No.
11 Q If you don't understand aquestion | ask you or
12 if there's some reason you believe any question
13 you can't answer it truthfully or completely,
14 will you let me know?
15 A 1 will.
16 Q Hopefully thiswon't go much more than this

17  morning, but if you need a break, certainly just
18 ask. Theonly thing | would ask isyou finish
19 theanswer to the question that I've asked

20 you--

21 A Of course.

22 Q -- beforewetakeabreak. But if you need one
23 just let usknow.

24 A Thank you.

25 Q What did you do to prepare for your deposition

Page 8
1 Q Anybody else besides your staff? | just want to

2 makesure --

3 A Bill and | havetalked -- | mean, knows I'm

4  goingtobehere. Wejust talked to each other

5 last night just to say are we still on for 9:00

6 thismorning.

7 Q Anybody else?

8 A Not that | can think of.

9 Q Did you review any documentsin prep for today?
10 A | reviewed -- reviewed the 1A and 1B just to

11  refresh my memory of the maps, where they realy
12 are. | looked at the -- my staff printed out
13  thethingsweve aready given you, the

14  Van Buren, Perry, Bloomington, and the Richland

15 taxesor the assessments, overall. Not
16 individualy. It wasjust sort of, you know, an
17  average of all those places. | looked at al

18 those.
19 Have | looked at it since, when we first
20 started this? Yes, | went over them again

21  yesterday just to make sure that | knew what |
22 wasdoing. And that wasit.

23 Q Andwell get to those in aminute, but that's
24 the materia you brought with you today?

25 A Yes, dir.

Page 7
1 today?
2 A Wadll, long story, 38 years in this business
3  beingtheassessor. All of thisthat I'm going
4 to be spesking of iswhat | do every day.
5  Taxes, talking about tax rates, the assessments.
6 | just went over that area, the 1A, 1B. |
7 gotothat areadl thetime, those houses. |
8  know these properties. So | looked at
9  assessments, | looked at the tax rates and,

10 basicdly, just reviewed that whole area and the
11 paperwork | just gave you, showing you the
12 difference between county and city rates.

13 Q That'slongterm. Short term, what did you do

14  specificaly to prepare for the deposition?
15 Did you do any prep work after you received
16  the notice of the deposition --

17 A No.

18 Q --fortoday? Okay. Didn't talk to anybody
19  about your deposition before today?

20 A | guesswhining to my husband that | had to be
21  heretoday. Doesthat count?

22 Q Sure.

Page 9
1 Q That'swhat you reviewed? That'sa"yes'?
2 A Oh, I'mso sorry, yes.
3 Q Did you review Bloomington's expert reports at
4 dl?
5 A | glanced at it. To bevery honest with you, |
6 just glanced at them. I've seen them. | looked
7 athem. | read maybe the first page and |
8 thought, you know, no. | mean, it'sfine. |
9 justdidn'treally -- my expertiseisall of
10 this.
11 Q Soyoudidn't -- if I'm understanding correctly,
12 you did not form an opinion about the reports?
13 A | thought they were very long and wordy. How's
14  that, to be very truthful.
15 MR. MCNEIL: That'sfact. That'snot an
16  opinion.

17 THE WITNESS: That wasn't an opinion. That
18 wastotaly afact.

19 MR. UNGER: | just want to make sure and |
20 think you talked about this. We already touched

21
22

on this, but | want to make sure we're talking
about the same things. 1'm going to mark

23 A I'll bevery honest about it. 23 Exhibit 1.
24 Q Anybody besides your husband? 24 (Deposition Exhibit 1 marked for
25 A Waell, my staff all knows I'm here. 25 identification.)
3 (Pages6-9)
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Page 10
THE WITNESS: Let me get my real glasses.

These are actually my maps from the GIS, my GIS.
Just thought 1'd tell you that.

MR. UNGER: I'll let you get your glasses
out.

THE WITNESS: Y eah, give me asecond here.
7  Okay.
8 BY MR. UNGER
9 Q I'msorry, | want to make sure -- are you saying

1
2
3
4
5
6

10  you prepared this map?
11 A No. We have the same map. | mean, we al use
12 thesameGIS.

Page 12
1 husband. So to answer your question, no.

2 Q Thank you. When did you first become aware of
3 Bloomington's proposed annexations?
4 A | couldn't tell you the exact time, but it was
5 probably the very same day it was announced.
6  Whenever that was.
7 Q Around 2017. Doesthat sound accurate?
8 A | suppose.
9 Q Prior to thefirst round of the annexation being
10 stopped by the legislature --
11 A Correct.
12 Q --you'reawareof? Okay. | would assume

13 Q Themapsare-- 13 you've communicated with people about the
14 A Havel seenthese, yes. 14  annexation since 20177
15 Q Sol just want to make sure when | talk today, 15 A | have.
16  when we generaly talk about Bloomington's 16 Q Haveyou emailed with people about the
17  annexations or the annexations, we're talking 17  annexation?
18  about the annexations that are on thismap. You 18 A No.
19  understand that? 19 Q Never have?
20 A Correct. 20 A Not that | know of. | just -- | doubt it.
21 Q Sowhen | say you had already mentioned Area 1A 21 Q Okay.
22 and 1B, we're talking about the 1A and 1B areas 22 MR. MCNEIL: Can we go off the record for a
23 that are on the map in green? 23  second?
24 A Correct. 24 (Off the record.)
25 Q If | usetheterm aswell, remonstrators, you 25
Page 11 Page 13
1 understand what I'm talking about? 1 BY MR. UNGER
2 A |ldo. 2 Q | hand you what | marked as Exhibit 2. And I'll
3 Q You understand that's the property owners that 3 giveyou asecond to take alook at that.
4 have-- or are actually remonstrating against 4 Have you reviewed that before today?
5 the annexations? 5 (Deposition Exhibit 2 marked for
6 A |do. 6 identification.)
7 Q Samething, when | talk about landowners, you 7 A |did.

8 understand I'm talking about the landownersin
9 the annexation territories?

10 A | do.

11 Q You can set that aside. Do you livein any of

12 the annexation areas?

13 A | donot.

14 Q Wheredo you live?

15 A | livein Salt Creek Township on Pine Grove

16 Road. Andit's approximately about -- | live

17  about 4 to 5 miles outside the city limits.

18 Q Do you own any property in any of the annexation
19 areas?

20 A No.

21 Q Sol assumeyou did not sign the remonstrance
22 petition?

23 A No, g, | did not.
24 Q Doesany of your family own any property --
25 A I'mit. Thereisno family other than me and my

8 Q Whendid you review it?

9 A Inthelast week or so. | just got it.
10 Q Okay. | want to have you turn to page 2.
11 Actually, if | start at the top -- the bottom of
12 pagel, it includeslanguage that "Y ou're
13 commanded pursuant to the court case management
14  order to produce documents listed below no later
15 than Monday, February 12, 2024, at 9 am." Go
16 topage2. It says"Your completefile,
17  documents, and non-privileged communicationsin
18  connection with this matter or annexation by the
19  City of Bloomington."
20 What steps did you take to comply with this
21 subpoena?
22 A Actualy, what | did, because | never get rid of

23 anemall, sol went back asfar as-- | have
24 90,000 emails. | just went back on the whole
25  chain, you know, to see, and | had nothing.

4 (Pages 10 - 13)
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Page 14
1 Q And how did you search? What search terms did

2  youuse?

3 A There'salittle box at the top that says search
and | just put in"Annexation," | put "City of
5  Bloomington." | just put anything like that,

6 that would pop up, and | didn't find anything.
-
8

N

That doesn't mean that maybe someone that's
alittle smarter than me can sit down and look
9 a my emailsthat there's nothing.
10 Q Whenyou say "emails," are you talking about --
11  what email address?
12 A Jsharp@co.monroe.in.us. That's the county
13  email. That'stheonly email | have.
14 Q Youdon't have apersona email aside from that?
15 A | donot.
16 Q You brought a couple of documents with you

17 today. Were there any other documents that you
18 haverelating to the city's annexations besides
19 thematerialsthat you brought today?

20 A Just that report that the other side gave, that
21 thick thing. | havethat. | leftitinthe

22 car.

23 Q Thefiscal plan?

Page 16
1 Q Areyou acertified financial planner?

2 A No.
3 Q Haveyou ever prepared an annexation fiscal
4 plan?
5 A No.
6 Q Do you consider yourself to be an expert on
7  fiscal plans?
8 A No.
9 Q Do you consider yourself to be an expert on
10 annexations?
11 A No.
12 Q Haveyou ever prepared an annexation tax impact
13 anaysis?
14 A Just what I've handed you. If you want to call
15 itthat.
16 Q Let'sgo ahead -- I'm going to mark Exhibit 3.
17  You havetheoriginal.
18 A Oh, my stuff. Sure.
19 MR. UNGER: | have asticker here. Let's
20  go off therecord for a second.
21 (Off therecord.)
22 BY MR. UNGER
23 Q | have handed you -- or you've handed me,

24 A Yeah. | leftitinthecar. Andthis, thisis 24 actualy, two documents and we marked them as
25 it (indicating). 25 exhibits.
Page 15 Page 17

1 Q Youdon't have any other material besides what 1 Oneis Exhibit 3, and one is Exhibit 4.

2 you brought today? 2 You understand that?

3 A No,sir. 3 (Deposition Exhibits 3 and 4 marked for

4 Q Besidesthese, the city's annexations, have you 4 identification.)

5 beeninvolved in any other annexations? 5A ldo.

6 A Not that | can remember. | don't know if the
7  city hasever annexed -- | can't remember if
8 we've-- no, they have, over the years, annexed
9 different things. | was never personally
10 involved.
11 Q Any other annexations in other counties,
12 others--
13 A No.
14 Q -- around the state?
15 A No, | have not.
16 Q Haveyou studied any other annexations besides
17  these?
18 A No.
19 Q Soyou have not done any comparison of
20 Bloomington's annexations to other annexations?
21 A No,sir.
22 Q Areyou acertified public accountant?
23 A No, | am not.
24 Q Areyou certified financial advisor?
25 A No.

6 Q These are the two documents you handed to me
7  thismorning; correct?
8 A Correct.
9 Q Andthisisthefirst timeyou've provided them
10 tome?
11 A Yes
12 Q When you talk about your file and you say "The

13 documents| provided you this morning," are
14  thesethe two documents you're talking about?
15 A They are.

16 Q Isthereanything elseinyour file besides

17  these?

18 A No.

19 Q Areyou an expert on calculating tax ratesin
20 Indiana?

21 A | wouldn't call myself an expert. | probably
22 know more than most people do.

23 Q I'mgoing to start probably with Exhibit 4
24 'causethat oneis the shorter one.

25 Can you tell uswhat Exhibit 4 is?

5 (Pages 14 - 17)
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Page 18
1 A I can. Thisisthe document that | get every

Page 20
1 Q Thissheet, the underlying sheet, you did not

2 year. Andit'sfrom the Department of -- 2 preparethedistrict rates for 2023 and 2024.
3 Indiana-- the Department of Local Government 3 That isasheet that comes from the DLGF?
4 Finance, the DLGF. They send thisout to 4 A That comesfrom the state, yes, sir.
5 everyonein the county and the city. Thisis 5 Q Did you write the "For comparison only," on the
6 thenewest onel got. 6 report, or isthat --
7 What | did, | pulled that yesterday just to 7 A No, the state does that every year.
8 (give acomparison because I've already givenyou | 8 Q Then there's highlighting in yellow on the
9 thewholething for '23, but | wanted to see 9 report.
10 asohow it would change for '24. And that's 10 A That wasme.
11 taxesduein '23 and then taxes duein '24. 11 Q And then there's blue handwriting --
12 These are the new rates. The old rates. 12 A That'sal my handwriting. Sitting there,
13 So the furthest column, that's the '23 13 figuring out the difference. Becauseif I'm
14 rate. What | did, | went into the four township 14  going to speak to this, you need to see the
15 that areimpacted in the annexation just toshow |15  numbers.
16  youthedifferencein county and city tax rates. 16 Q Everything else on here, the underlying rate and
17  Thefirst oneis 004, which is Bloomington 17  everything else on the report was prepared by
18 Townshipin'23, thetax rate for '23. And you 18 the DLGF?
19  do have to use the whole number there. It's 19 A Correct.
20 $1.4-- $1.4532. And then that's the county 20 Q Do you know what -- when | use the term tax rate
21 rate. Andthenin 005, the Bloomington City 21  circuit breaker, do you know what that is?
22 Township rateis 2.0290. That'sa57.38 cents 22 A 1do.
23 difference between the two tax rates. 23 Q Whatisit? Canyou explain --
24 Did the same thing for '24. And I'll tell 24 A No.
25  you right now, gentlemen, most of the time our 25 Q -- what the circuit breaker is?
Page 19 Page 21
1 taxratesdon't go down year after year. I've 1A Icant.
2 seenthem go down alittle bit over the years, 2 Q Youunderstand it'sthetax caps?
3 but for the most part, it's pretty average. 3 A ltisthetax caps, yes. | do understand that,
4  It'sstandard. It goes up alittle bit. 4  butto explainit to people, you need an auditor
5 So for the new tax rate for 2024, 5 sitting here.
6  Bloomington Township isnow 1.5053, and the city 6 Q Do you know what the tax caps are, or what
7 is2.1215. Thatisatota of 61 -- 61.62 7 the--
8 differencein those two tax rates between the 8 A Yes, | do.
9 county and the city. 9 Q --circuit breaker rates are?
10 What | did there, then, was go ahead and 10 A 1 percent for homesteads. 2 percent for
11  figure out the percentage of the difference just 11  non-homesteads, and then 3 percent for
12 ontheaverage. In'23, 40 percent increase -- 12 commercid.
13 notincrease, difference between the city and 13 Q Haveyou calculated the circuit breaker impact
14  the county and the samein '24 for Bloomington 14  from Bloomington's annexations?
15 City. 15 A | have not.
16 Then you go down to Perry Townships and 16 Q Haveyou calculated the circuit breaker impact
17  Perry City. Very, very similar. In ‘23, Perry 17  for any annexations?
18 Townshipis1.4489. A little bit less than the 18 A | havenot -- | have not calculated it.
19  Bloomington City was, and then the -- 19 Q WhatisLIT?
20  Bloomington Township, I'm sorry. Then Perry 20 (The reporter requested clarification.)
21 Cityrateis2.0247. That'sa-- 21 Q WhatisLIT,L-I-T? Doyou know what LIT is?

22 Q Sorry, I'm going to interrupt you. I'll stop
23 youthere. | want to ask you some specific
24 questions.

25 A Sure. Go ahead.

22 A That isanother -- I'm not really sure. | know
23  they talk about LITsal thetime.

24 Q Do you know what the current LIT rateisfor --
25 A I donot. I don't have to deal with that.

6 (Pages 18 - 21)
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Page 22
1 Q Sol assumeyou don't know what the components

2 aeforthelLIT rate?

3 A Notredly.

4 Q Doyouknow what LIT can be used for?
5 A It'salwaysspecia. Like, wereusing LIT,

6 don't we, for the courts. You know, it'sall
7  sort of special stuff. | don't get into that.
8  That's auditors once again.

9 Q Andsol assumeyou haven't calculated the LIT
10 impact asaresult of --
11 A | havenot.
12 Q -- the Bloomington's annexations?
13 A No.
14 Q Haveyou caculated the financial impact to
15 landowners asaresult of Bloomington's
16  annexations?
17 A Big picture, no.
18 Q Small picture?
19 A Small picture, yes.
20 Q Canyou explain that?
21 A Yes. What | didwas go in and do an aggregate.

Page 24
1 A ThiswasAllie Govia

2 Q How do you spell her name?
3 A G-o-v-i-a | believe.

4 (The reporter requested clarification.)
5 THE WITNESS: Oh, I'm sorry. G-0-v-i-a,
6 Allie'slast name.

7 Q When wasthis prepared?
8 A When we started looking at all of thisfor this
9 testimony; so just recently. | couldn't give
10 youadate.
11 Q Within the last week?
12 A Oh, good -- no. It'sbeen at least acouple --
13 three months.
14 Q Beforethe end of last year, or since the
15  beginning of thisyear?
16 A Aroundthe end of last year. Of '23.
17 Q Havethere been any updatesto thissinceit was
18  prepared in 20237
19 A No.
20 Q Didyou shareit with anybody when you prepared
21 itin2023?

22 If you want to get into that, that's on 22 A 2023, 1 don't remember if | did. My staff has
23 Exhibit 3, when we were just giving you -- | 23  seenthis. Wevetalked about it. I'm sure
24 didn't pick any specia house or anything. We 24 I'vetakedto -- I'm not even sureif | even
25  just went into each township, kind of went to 25 talkedto Bill Beggs about it until | knew | had
Page 23 Page 25
1 theaverage of what was going on, and that's 1 to start testifying.
2 what were showing on all of this. Breaking it 2 Q And that would have been --
3 down. | cango over it with you. 3 A | don't know. Whenever it was that you decided
4 Q Let meask you on Exhibit 3, did you yourself 4 | wasgoing to be subpoenaed or, you know,
5 prepare Exhibit 37 5  deposed.
6 A | sat with me staff that does it off the 6 Q Didyou email it to anyone?
7  computer. 7 A No. Oh, no.
8 Q Soyour staff did the report? 8 Q Didyou shareit with Ms. Clements?
9 A With mesitting right there telling what | 9 A No, not at al.
10 wanted, yeah. 10 Q | want to ask you, on this report, isthisan
11 Q Sorry. You had shaken your head. 11  Excel document?

12 A | know, I'm shaking my head.

13 Q So"Yes'" your staff did. Isthis--

14 MR. BEGGS. Whoa, wait, wait. That
15  misstates her testimony.

16 Q I'msorry. Go ahead. Did you -- let me ask

17 againto beclear.
18 Did you prepare this report? Or did your
19  dtaff prepareit?

20 A | prepareit along with my staff. | don't know

21  what else | can say. When I'm doing something
22 likethis, I'm sitting next to one of my staff

23 and we're going -- we're deciding what we want,
24  andthey putitin, and | agreeto it.

25 Q Who onyour staff --

12 A Yes itis.

13 Q Does that document exist in Excel format with
14  theformulas, | assume, for the columnsto do
15 thecalculations?

16 A I'mnotreally sure. That'swhat my staff does.
17 Q Isthereany reason you couldn't give us a copy
18 of thisin Excel, in that original Excel format?
19 A Wecantry.

20 Q Hasanyone ever asked you --

21 A Absolutely not.

22 Q --for Excel format?

23 So | want to start on the first page of
24 Exhibit 3, titled "Estimated Average of Tax
25  Increase Dueto Annexation." So your staff --

7 (Pages 22 - 25)
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Page 26
1 isityour testimony that your staff filled in

2 thesecaculations?

3 A Yes

4 Q Who created the original spreadsheet?

5 A It would have been Allie Govia.

6 Q Wasit something she created specifically for

7  thisannexation, or isthat --

8 A Yes

9 Q -- something she -- if you could let me finish
10 my question.
11 A Oh, I'm sorry.

12 MR. BEGGS:. Let mejust show objection. |
13  think, counsel, you're misstating her testimony
14  earlier, which isthat it was prepared by her

15  with the assistance of Ms. Govia. And | think a
16  couple of timesyou, maybe, stated that

17  differently. So show that objection to form.

18 Q Youll haveto bear with me 'cause thisisthe
19 firsttimel've seenthis.

20 A Okay.

21 Q | may takealittle bit of time here between

Page 28
of the -- you know, with a homestead on it,

without al the other exceptions and all the
other stuff, the difference in the tax rate on
those would average out about $842 difference

5 increase.

6 Q Thedifferencein thetax rate between if the --

7 A Thetaxes--

8 Q -- preand post cap?

9 A Yes. Thetaxesthat that individual homeowner's
10 going to haveto pay by moving out of the county
11 intothecity, on average, would be about $842.
12 Q I'mtrying to make sure | understand because

A WN P

13  there aretwo things we're talking about. One

14  istax caps, and oneis annexations.

15 So your testimony is that the average

16  property at $270,000 will have an $842 increase?

17 A Correct.

18 Q After annexation?

19 A Yes

20 Q That'swhat | want to make sure | understand is
21  your testimony.

22 some of my questions. 22 A Yes, uh-huh.
23 Maybe you could explain to me, in the first 23 Q Andthen--
24 chart at the top, on "Property type average 24 A Thelast one?
25  assessed value per cap," what are we showing 25 Q Andyou sad, I'm sorry, on $842, you said data
Page 27 Page 29
1 here? from your system. What are you referring to

2 A Sure. Thisiswhat you were asking me about,
3 thecaps. Cap 1, what we did was just take an
4  average house. Just, you know, $270,000 in

5 Monroe County is an average cost of a home.
6 Q Let me--istheredatathat shows that'sthe

7 average?

8 A Yes, yes.

9 Q Whereisthat?

10 A | don't know. You can find it everywhere.

11 Anyway, we took a $270,000 house. Thisis
12 just to show you what will happen. That'sina
13  Cap 1 becauseit's ahomestead property. So

14  Cap 1, it's showing the parcel count in the

15 whole-- 2,990 homes are in this annexation

16 area 1A, 1B. That'sin the homesteads, 2,990.
17  Tax difference per parcel, when we -- thisis

18 probably what you're asking for. We took the
19 averagetax rate between al of that. It would
20 come up to $842 on the average increase for the
21 $270,000 home.

22 Q I'msorry, | want to make sure | understand.

23  The $842 average, whereisthat pulled from?

24 A That's pulled from the data we have in our some
25  toget to an average on a $270,000 home with all

1
2  there?

3 A Whenwe put al the assessmentsin there -- in

4  thewhole area, the two areas -- that's how we

5  came up with the 270. We'rejust using 270.

6 I'mnotlooking at an individual, but 270 isan

7  average homestead assessment. And so 842 times
8 2,005 -- shoot | can't seeit -- 2,990 comesto

9 anaverage difference on the parcel sample of

10 $2,517,580. That istheincrease in homesteads
11 from going from the county to the city.

12 Q Isthatin 1A and 1B?

13 A Correct, both of them.

14 Q | till want to -- I'm sorry, I'm not following

15 whereyou got the datafor 842. Did you prepare
16  areport of al the tax increases --

17 A Wetook that 270 --

18 Q I'msorry, let me finish my question. Did you
19 prepareareport of al of the tax increasesto

20 theparcelsasaresult of the annexation?

21 A No.

22 Q Sohow did -- explain --

23 A Seethat $270,000?

24 Q Yes, maam.

25 A Wetook that, times an average tax rate between

8 (Pages 26 - 29)
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Page 30

1 all of thisand in the county and the city, and
2 it cameout to an average of $842. I'm just
3 doing average. Period.

4 Q What year'stax rates did you use for that?

5A 23

6 Q And then the following lines, then, would be for

7 aresidential non-homestead. Y ou went through

8 thesame process?

9 A Same process through the non-homesteads. | went

Page 32
1 parcels. Thetax difference per parcel, the

2 10,050 -- or $10,015 --

3 A Correct.

4 Q How did you come up with $10,015?

5 A That wasthe difference in what they would be

6 payingif they were staying in the county. But
7 goinginto the city, wejust did the average tax
8 rate and came up with 10,000.

9 Q Didyoulook at al 73 of those parcelsto come

9 residential, non-homestead apartments --
10 A Correct.
11 Q -- andindustrial, isthat information that was
12 just pulled from the parcel cards from the
13 properties?
14 A Thatisfrom our data. Not just the parcel

15 cardsbut everything we do. Those -- that is
16  set by the state, these homesteads, residential,
17  wehave -- that all pointsto all of this.

18 Q By other data, isit datathat | would be able
19 tofind in the parcel cardsfor the individual

20 properties?

21 A Sure

22 Q | wouldn't need to look somewhere elseto find
23 that?

24 A You can find the parcel cards.

25 Q If I look at the industrial, the 1,739,340; 73

10  through the apartments, then we went to other 10 up with the average? Or did you just apply the
11 commercids. The 1 million and above are the 11 tax ratetothe average, the 1.7 million?
12 commercials, and then we went to the 10 million 12 A Yes, that'swhat we did. The average.
13 and above commercials. You will see, once we 13 Q Just applied the average to the 1.7 million?
14  did all of those, we gave you a count. The 14 A Yes, | did.
15 apartments-- let'sjust use those. 15 Q Soyoudidn't do it parcel by parcel?
16 In those two areas, the 1A and 1B, | don't 16 A | did not.
17  haveawholelot of apartments; | have seven. 17 Q | seethree -- below the chart, there's three
18  Youll just seethetax difference there also on 18 dstars. average, average assessed value per --
19 theaverage: 12,782, which means 89,000. It's 19 let meask this. Thesethree startsright below
20 not -- nothing is quite as large as the 20 that chart, do they relate to this chart or the
21  individual homes. 21 onebeow?
22 Same with when we get to the other 22 A That oneright above.
23 commercials, it was 12 million. | only had two 23 Q Thesecond star says"Thisisnot afull
24 of those. And | actually delineated those for 24  calculation of all parcelsin proposed
25  you out here. It's Walmart and Monroe Hospital. 25 annexation area." What does that mean?
Page 31 Page 33
1 Both of those arein there. We did those and 1 A That means| only did the average. | didn't do
2 showed you just what there's would be with a 2 individua ones.
3 gross assess and everything. That wasthe 7. 3 Q Thenext dtar, it isasampling of impact using
4 And then the industrial. Out there in that 4  the average assessed value at various property
5 area there'salot moreindustrial property in 5 types.
6 VanBurenandin Richland Township. That'swhatf 6 A Correct.
7 you'reseeing here. 7 Q Thesame--
8 Q For these designations from residential, 8 A Samething.

9 Q Samething. The next chart, then, below that.
10 Thedifferencesin tax rates.
11 A Correct.
12 Q Did you calculate these tax rates yourself, or
13  werethese pulled from the DLGF?
14 A Pulled from the DLGF.
15 Q The next star "Used Bloomington Township and
16  City for al estimatesbelow." What does that
17  mean?
18 A That meansthat's what we used for these

19 estimates. We used Bloomington Township and
20 City when wedid all of this. Becauseif we'd

21  gonedown to Van Buren, it gets too specific, |
22 thought. Wejust used the average, which would
23 have been Bloomington Township and City.

24 Q To makesure |l understand, in the chart above,
25 when we'relooking at the tax differential per
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1 parcel average that you calculated, you used
2 Bloomington Township and the Bloomington City
3 ratein--
4 A Correct.
5 Q -- Bloomington Township for all of those
6 cdculations?
7 A |did.
8 Q Evenif the parcels were in Bloomington
9  Township?
10 A Correct.
11 Q If I gotothe second page, the second page and
12 thefollowing pages, was this spreadsheet --
13 again, isitin Excel format?
14 A Yes

Page 36
1 Q Soitautomatically calculates the net assessed

2 vdue?
3 A Thisisahomestead property; so homestead, they
4 do take the homestead in consideration here.
5 Q Soif | see gross assessed values, 270, do you
6  know what all, when it says "net" what changes
7 aremadefrom --
8 A Thehomestead. The homestead exemption, which
9  is48,000 off of the 270.
10 Q That isthe only item taken off to get to the
11  net?
12 A That'sthe only thing we have left that's just
13 automatic. There-- yes.
14 Q Andisthis spreadsheet or chart, isit

15 Q Wasthat Excel document created by Allie? 15  specialized to Monroe County and Bloomington on
16 A Actudly -- well, yesand no. Itisinthe 16 the DLGF? Or isit the exact same chart no
17 Gateway. You can seeup here, tax estimateper | 17 matter what county | wasin?
18  Gateway tax bill estimator. Y ou can go on to 18 A It hasto be specific to the township and the
19 the DLGF website, and you put in the number they| 19  county because that's where they pull the tax
20 askfor. Inthiscase, thisisjust mirroring 20 ratesothey'll know what it is.
21 what isover here on thefirst sheet. Thisis 21 Q Soit aready hasthe tax rate on the chart?
22 showing the $270,000 house, the average. You 22 A Uh-huh. You seeright there, 1.45?
23 putthat in. The net assess value, that's after 23 Q Yes.
24 the homesteads would be taken off, the homestead | 24 A That'sit.
25 deduction. Then that gives you the net and then 25 Q Youdidn't haveto plugin or Allie didn't have
Page 35 Page 37
1 thegrossannua taxesof 2,125. 1 toplugin--
2 There was no -- they had not hit the tax 2 A No, sir. Don't haveto do that at all.
3 capinthetownship yet. So there'sno 3 Q TheDLGF dready hasthat included?
4  difference there. And taxesdue to property 4 A Uh-huh.
5 tax, exempt tax rate, $271. Thiscomesdirectly 5 Q Thesamething onthat, if | look further to the
6 fromthe Gateway tax estimate. 6 right, theresresidentia city.
7 We do that all the time for customers. 7 A Correct. You have the township on the | eft,
8  Customers can -- you can do it for yourself. 8 residential city. By theway, | know you
9 Thenitjust givesyou al of that. Thisisthe 9 haven't had achanceto read this, there'sa--
10 township. 10 upthere, it says"This estimation does not
11 Q I'msorry. | want to make sureI'mclear. Sol 11 include any deductions except the homestead.”
12 can goto the Gateway -- this email address at 12 Because you can have other deductions that we
13  thetop, Gateway.ifionline.org/calculatorsDLGF, |13  don't know about or what to do with. And it
14  and doesit have this exact spreadsheet in it? 14  even goes so far to show you the difference
15 A Yes, sir. Youjust put your own numbersin. 15  between the two, which isthat $842 on the
16  Your own numberswould beyour house. Your |16 average $270,000 house.
17  assessvaluethat you just got from me, put it 17 Q Doesthe DLGF website calculate that 842,000?
18 inthere, and it's going to calculate. 18 A They do.
19 So we didn't do anything but what Gateway 19 Q It does?
20  does, and that's where we come up with all of 20 A Uh-huh.
21 this. 21 Q So aside from plugging in the $270,000 on both
22 Q |If I understand, so you would have then plugged | 22  for the residential township and residential

23 in$27,000 and that automatically populates all
24 theother --
25 A Correct.

23 city, isthere anything else you did to create
24  thiscdculation, or it all came from DLGF?
25 A All came from DLGF's website.
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And that would be the same for all the other --

Yes, sir.

-- charts? Sorry, you were shaking your head.
4 A Yes,itis.
5 Q And then these charts, these are the charts that
6 areon page 2 through 5 of Exhihit 3, isthat
7  what was then used to create the chart on the
8 first page?
9 A Correct.

10 Q Aside from Exhibit 3, have you done any other

1Q
2 A

3Q

11  calculation on the financial impact to residence
12 or landownersin the annexation areas --
13 A | havenot.

14 Q Sorry, let me -- make sure | finish my question.

15 Have you done any study on the impact to

16 landownersif the annexation does not occur?

17 MR. BEGGS: Excuse me, counsel, | just want
18 togo back aminute and clarify, object to form.
19 Shealso testified about Exhibit 4 that you

20 asked about earlier. And so with respect to you
21  asked about any other calculations, and

22 Exhibit 4 has already been asked about. | just

23 want to make sure we have a clear record on her.
24 Sorry to interrupt.

25 Q Asidefrom Exhibit 4 and Exhibit 3, have you

Page 40
1 tend to have apositive or negative impact on

2 property values?

3 A Can't answer that.

4 Q |If anareahas poor road infrastructure, does

5 that tend to have a positive or negative impact

6 on property values?

7 A Can't answer that.

8 Q Why not?

9 A Wadll, first of al, repeat your question to me.
10 Q If an areahas poor road infrastructure, does
11  that tend to have a positive or negative impact
12 on property values?

13 A Not necessarily negative. We have alot of poor
14  roadsin Monroe County and the City of
15 Bloomington. | don't take that into

16  consideration for market value. Market valueis
17  market value, and ther€'salot of stuff that

18 goesinto that.

19 But bottom line iswhat | have to get to,

20  what that house would sell for. Theresalot

21  of thingsthat go into that.

22 Q Andyou don't believe ahomethat'sin an area
23  with high crimewill sell for less than an area
24 that does not have high crime?

25 A It could but the market would tell methat. |

Page 39
1 doneany other calculation?

2 A | havenot.
3 Q AndI don't think you answered my last question
4  before the objection, but have you done a study
5  ontheimpact to landowners if the annexation
6  doesnot occur?
7 A No.
8 Q Haveyou reviewed any studies or done any
9  studies on impact to communities that cannot
10  annex adjacent urban areas?
11 A | have not.
12 Q Inyour role as Monroe County assessor, do you

13  assessproperties differently if they are within
14  acity or town's boundaries than if they are
15  just outside of the boundaries?

16 A | do not.

17 Q If these annexations occur, will the assessor's
18  office change the assessments of the parcels as
19 aresult of the annexation?

20 A No.

21 Q |If anareaiseconomically depressed, does that

22 tendto have a positive or negative impact on
23 property values?
24 A Negative.

25 Q If an areahasahigher crime rate, does that

Page 41
1 don't makethat decision. The market does.

2 Q Do you expect that would be reflected in the
3 market?
4 A ltcould.
5 Q Isproperty worth moreif it has accessto sewer
6  or water than if aproperty has no accessto
7  sewer or water?
8 A No. | can say that very frankly, no -- no,
9 water, yes, of course. Sewer, we have septic.
10 Q Let'sbreak that down. Water, yes. If a
11  property has access to water, it will have a
12 higher value, fair market value?
13 A If youdidn't have -- if you did not have water,
14  you probably wouldn't have a home sitting there.
15 Unlessyou're off the grid and we don't have any
16  of thosein this county.
17 Q Sewer, it'syour testimony, you do not need
18  accessto sewer?
19 A No.
20 Q If I have al-acre parcel -- scratch that.
21 If | have a.3-acre parcel that does not
22  have accessto sewer, is your testimony that
23  they caningtall a septic system?
24 A .3?
25 Q Correct.
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1 A Youwouldn't be building a house here for .3,

2 period.
3 Q Say, half an acre parcel?
4 A You can't build out in the county for less than,
5 1think, 2.5 acresnow. Let'sbe clear, we're
6 taking county. Thecity has sewers.
7 Q Understood. | want to make sureI'm clear. Is
8 it your testimony that there's no parcelsin the
9 annexation territories that are smaller than 2.5
10  acres?
11 A No. Yourepullinginsmaller parcels. But

12 you're asking me about septic. All of those
13  that are outside of the 1A and 1B, they are
14  going to have a septic system right now.

15  Someway or the other.

16 Q Soif | have -- | want to make sure I'm

17  following correctly. If | have ahalf acre
18 parcel inarealA or 1B, and | have accessto
19  sewer service, | can build ahome onit?

20 A I'massuming so. There are houses already
21  there isit not?
22 Q Wéll, I'm asking you.

23 A Wdl, I mean, dl | canthink of isI'mtalking
24 about ahouse that's already there. Soit's
25  just not -- it doesn't have an outhouse anymore.

Page 44
1 remonstrators as atestifying expert in this
2  case; correct?
3 A Yes
4 Q When wereyou first approached about being an
5 expert?
6 A | don't remember.
7 Q Withinthelast year? Two years ago? Three
8 yearsago?
9 A | cannot really respond to that. | know that

10  because I'm the county assessor, | knew that |
11 would be asked to -- I'd be asked questions.
12 Never thought about even being deposed or

13
14
15

testifying. I'm aways, you know, I'm available
if you need me. | testify alot. Sol don't
really remember when all this happened.

16 | know when this whole remonstrance

17  darted, it wasright outside my door in the

18  courthouse. All the people were there signing
19  upor against things, for things, I'm not even

20 sure. | just know that it took a doorway from

21 methat | could use, that's where they were

22 ditting. So | watched it go al day long for, |

23 don't know how many, months or years.

24 Y ou know, when it becomes part of everyday
25 life, you don't even talk about it, don't think

Page 43
1  It'sgoing to have something. If it doesn't

2 have sewer, it's going to have septic.
3 Q It cannot be built on with aseptic if it'sless
4  than 2.5 acres?
5 A Inthecounty.
6 Q Youdon't think that would affect the value of a
7  parcel that's half an acre?
8 A Not if it'salready there.
9 Q Sorry, an undeveloped parcel --
10 A Sure.
11 Q --that'shalf anacre? Okay.
12 A Half an acre, in the county, you're not going to
13 bebuilding onit.
14 Q W.ithout access to sewer?
15 A Even with accessto sewer. Inthe county, we

16  havezoningrules. I'mtalking county. All of
17  thosethings that happened 50, 60 yearsago in
18 1A and 1B, those older homes, whatever they
19 have-- they might even have sewer, | don't
20  know. | don't look at that.

21 If that house is there, they've got

22 bathrooms, it's going somewhere. 1'm not the
23 onethat decidesif it's going to have a septic
24 system.

25 Q You understand you have been disclosed by the

Page 45
1 aboutit. Doesthat make sense?

2 Q Wall, at some point somebody asked you to
3 testify and be expert --
4 A Wadl, that'swhat | don't remember. | mean,
5 it'sjust -- let'sjust say in thelast year.
6 '23 sometime.
7 Q Beforeyou prepared your report in --
8 A Oh, heavens, yeah.
9 Q -- December 2023?
10 A Yeah, yeah. | knew once | was asked, | had to
11 get some documents together; so we pulled this
12 up.
13 Q Who asked you to be an expert?
14 A | would assume my attorney, Bill Beggs.
15 Q I'msorry, you mean the remonstrators' attorney,
16  Mr. Beggs?
17 A Isthat -- yeah, okay.
18 Q Isherepresenting you individually?
19 A No.
20 Q | mean, does he represent you in other
21  capacities?
22 A No, no, no.
23 Q What opinion were you asked to provide?
24 A Hedidn't ask meto provide anything. He just
25 wanted meto give facts, what thiswas going to

12 (Pages 42 - 45)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



Page 46
1 do.

2 Q Soyoudidn't form any individual opinions, you
3 just prepared the report --

4 A Correct.

5 Q -- showing the impact?

6 A Correct.

7 Q Okay. Haveyou -- s0if I'm understanding your

8 testimony correct, do you have an opinion about
9  whether or not this annexation causes a
10 significant financia impact?

11 A My opinion, based upon the documents | provided
12 you, yes, it will have a significant impact.

13 Q Why?

14 A 40 percent increase in tax rates, that's why.

Page 48
That is always one of the things that when

people ask "What's going to happen to meif |
have to go into -- be annexed into the city," on
the average, it's going to be 40 percent for
most people.

Had you formed that opinion before you --

Oh, yes.

-- prepared this report?

Yes, very familiar with this.

When did you form that opinion?
11 A Fromthetimel havelived in Monroe County and
12 been the assessor.
13 Q I'msorry, when did you form the opinion it
14  would be asignificant financial impact, the

10 Q

15 If youliveinthe county, your taxes will be 15 annexation, on property owners?
16 40 percent less than living in the city on 16 A | became an assessor in 1986. | saw the
17  average. I'm giving you that breskdown. Andon |17  difference between the county and the city's tax
18 average, it's40 percent increase. Thatisa 18 rate. It'sawaysbeen amajor difference and
19 significant impact on people. 19 that impacts peopl€e'staxes. That'swhat | deal
20 Q Didyou review any property owner's personal 20 withonadaily basis.
21 financial dataconcerning the impact? 21 | know this. | mean, | can't tell you
22 A Not for this. Asmy role as county assessor, 22 exactly when | had an aha moment. Probably the
23 I'minthefield out in the county all the time. 23  first time somebody yelled at me saying "My
24 | deal with individual taxpayers. The reason 24  taxeswent up." Well, you'relivinginthe
25 I'mout there is because there's an issue with 25 city.
Page 47 Page 49
1 either their property. Most people want to 1 Q So anytime somebody -- somebody's annexed by the
2 appeal their taxes. You can't appea your taxes 2 city, that would be asignificant financial
3 but | will come out and seeif there's something 3 impact to them, is that your testimony?
4 wrong with your assessment. 4 A Yes,yes.
5 If | find something wrong, | can change 5 MR. UNGER: Can we take a short break?
6 things. But what | hear, thisis not hearsay. 6 (Recess taken from 10:06 am. to
7 Thisismeactually out in thefield talking to 7 10:18am.)
8 tax payers. One of the major issuesin this 8 BY MR. UNGER
9  county, in the city right now, is annexation. 9 Q | dowant to ask aclarifying question earlier
10 It has been ever since it was mentioned afew 10  about dispositions. Have you been deposed in
11 yearsago. | hear that -- | have, on average, 11  thelast four yearsrelating to any of your
12 1,000 appeals every year. The number oneissue |12  assessor appea cases?
13 with county residences, they are so worried 13 A Four years, that would be before COVID?
14  about having an increasein taxes. And | can 14 Q Sosince2019?
15 understand that. Thisdirectly impacts people's 15 A | don't believe so.
16  livelihood. 16 Q Haveyou testified as an expert at any of those

17 Q And that's based off of your analysis of
18 40 percent estimated tax increase?

19 A Correct.

20 Q That'sbased just off that, the 40 percent?

21 A That'salso based over all my years as assessor,
22 knowing that when you go from the county into
23 thecity, that's the average and it has been for
24  yearsand yearsand years. | couldn't tell you
25  how many years, but it's been years.

17  assessor appeals since 2019?
18 A Yes. I'vehad -- well, | can't even tell you

19  how many. | testify on every appeal that | have
20 that goestothe state. Well, | testify on

21 everything, but when it goesto the state, the

22 IBTR, | am the expert witness. | am the one
23 that isthe expert witness.

24 So, yes, do | testify, yes, | do. How many
25 havel done? 100 sincethen. Since COVID.
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Page 50
1 Q AndyousaidIBTR?
2 A IndianaBoard of Tax Review. That'sthe state
3 board that after, when all my appeals are heard

4  hereat thelocal board, which isthe Property
5 Tax Assessment Board of Appedls, | am the
6  secretary to that and | have athree member
7 board. They hear every appeal that we don't
8 settleinformally.
9 After the board decides, yay or nay, if
10 they agree with the taxpayer, it's over unless|
11  don't agree with the board. Then | can takeit
12 tothelndianaBoard of Tax Review asthe
13 assessor.
14 If they disagree with the taxpayer but the
15 taxpayer disagrees with the county, they can go
16 tothe state and then the board falls outside of
17  this. Andthenit'sjust on the county
18 assessor. Sowhen it goesto the state, that is
19  afull blown administrative hearing with an
20 administrative judge. That isa court of law,
21 and | have my own attorney.
22 Q You asthe assessor?

23 A Astheassessor. | amthe onethat is, you

Page 52
week, | had two hearings that were supposed to

take place. And both of them fell apart the day
of the hearings. It wasn't because me. The
taxpayers just decided not to show up. So one
of them has been rescheduled. One of them
hasn't.

So | am in court not as much as, maybe,
some other assessors. | don't have that many
appeals go up to the state, but | have enough,
10 andit'swhat we do.

11 Q Youtestify in al those hearings?

12 A | tedtify, yes, sir.

13 Q Atthereview board level isthetax court. Do
14  you taketestimony at --

15 A Atthetax -- at the tax court, I'm not alowed
16 totalk.

17 Q I'msorry?

O© 0O ~NOOUDWDNLPE

18 A I'mnot allowed to talk at the tax court. | do
19 notlikethat. | think my face and my body
20 languagetalksalot when I'm sitting there.

21 I'msditting at the table, but my attorney hasto
22  speak for me. Anyway.

23 Q Do you keep records of all these appeals?

24 know, that they're going after, as the assessor. 24 A Oh, gosh, yes.
25 Everyone dsehasfalen out of it and, asthe 25 Q Did the remonstrators ask you to prepare alist
Page 51 Page 53
1  assessor, the burdenison me. Theburdenison 1 of al the casesthat you had testified in, in
2 meto defend every assessment that goes to the 2 thelast four years?
3 IndianaBoard of Tax Review. 3 A Oh, good Lord, no. It's never been on something
4 | have my own private attorney, Marilyn 4 likethis.
5 Meighen. She represents about 82 counties. So 5 Q Areyou personally opposed to Bloomington's
6 wegotoboard. Marilyn doesall of thiswork 6 annexations?
7  that you guysdo al thetime. The board sets 7 A Yes
8 thehearing. The hearing can either be-- | 8 Q Why?
9  prefer it in Monroe County, but the board has 9 A | livedin the City of Bloomington for 30 --
10 gottenreal picky about that. They preferitin 10 about 34 years. We just moved back out to the
11 their offices. Sowe haveto go up to the state 11  old homesite.
12 for that. 12 Q What year period did you live in Bloomington?

13 Q By state, you mean Indianapolis?

14 A Indianapolis. State office building iswhere
15 they'relocated. Thatis-- that'sabig deal.

16 It can be thousands of dollars, hundreds of

17  thousandsof dollarsif | lose. | don't lose

18  very often.

19 Thenif -- | usualy win. If I win, the

20 taxpayer still has the choice or chance, if they
21  want to, to appeal to the tax court. Y ou know
22  what thetax court isup in Indianapolis.

23 Thisis not a process that happens

24 overnight. It can take two or three yearsfor
25 it torun through the system. Right now, last

13 A Up until four -- five years ago in November, |
14  moved back into the -- | moved back out to Salt
15 Creek.

16 Q Wheredid you live in Bloomington?

17 A Welived up off of 17th Street and Arlington

18 Road. We moved into the City of Bloomington in
19 1982, Steveand |. My husband and |. We moved
20 in-- Steve was apolice officer at that time.

21  Thepolice officers, if they want to advance,

22 hadtoliveinthecity. That'sno longer true.

23  Sowesold our homein Salt Creek. Moved into
24 town, and we couldn't afford anything at that

25 timewith Steve's salary.
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| worked at -- | had aHallmark store here

1

2 inthecity. So we bought a manufactured home
3 and moved into amobile home park. Wejust

4  couldn't afford anything evenin 1982. Notasa
5 policeofficer.

6 Anyway, four and a half years ago, almost
7 fiveyears ago, we had a chance to move back

8 into Salt Creek. We decided it wastimeto

9 leave no reason other than we had a chance to

Page 56
1 Q And by "assess,” you mean assign afair market

2  vaue?

3 A Fair market value in use for al properties both
4 real and personal.

5 Q Whenyou say "inuse," you mean asit's being
6  used currently?

7 A Correct. That'sthe tax court case Town of

8 St Johns, 1999.

9 Q Did the assessor also play arolein inheritance

10  move back home. 10 taxes?
11 Q Isyour hushand still a police officer for the 11 A Weusedto. The state did away with inheritance
12 city? 12 tax.
13 A Heretired -- he was chief and then became 13 Q What role does the assessor's office play with
14  sheriff. After histerm of sheriff wasover, he 14 respect to GIS?
15 went to Monroe Hospital as the chief of -- head 15 A Actualy, |, asthe assessor, in 1991, started
16  of security. Hewasthere for 14 years. 16 the GISfor the county. When | camein, Steve,
17 Heretired two years ago Christmas. So 17  my husband, was chief at that time. The City of
18 he'sbeen home now. He'sahousehusband. It's |18  Bloomington had already started working on GIS
19  amost two and ahalf years. It's been pretty 19 system. | didn't know anything about it. But
20  cool to be very honest with you. So hefinally 20  aspart of my role and education and everything,
21 retired. 21 thelAAO -- whichisthe International
22 Q Hewasthe chief of police for City of 22 Association of Assessing Officials -- that's
23 Bloomington? 23  like your bar association or medical
24 A City of Bloomington for over eight years. And |24  association. It'sthe people that are over al
25  hewas sheriff for over eight -- just at eight 25  the assessor throughout the United States and
Page 55 Page 57
1 vyears. 1 internationally. They set up standards, best
2 Q Elected twice? 2 practices, standards, everything.
3 A Twice 3 When | cameinin'90-- | cameinin '86
4 Q Sol apologize. 1, alittle bit, interrupted 4  astownship assessor. Bloomington Township.
5 you. Youwereexplaining why you wereopposed | 5  Four years. Then, | ran for county and was
6 to Bloomington's annexations. 6 dected.
7 A | don't think it's something -- | know if | was 7 Soin'9l, | cameinand | started realy
8 living closer in the city, like they are, | 8 researching 'causeit's awhole different
9  would not want to have to pay the extra-- it 9 hballgame: county versus the old township and
10 comesdown to tax dollars. Frankly, | don't see 10 they'regone now. But | started really
11  that | would get any more services than | would 11  researching, and | came acrossalAAQ article
12 have here, that | aready have out in the 12 about GISfor assessors. It was anew tool back
13 county. 13 inthosedays. | didn't know anything about it
14 Personally, | just don't think we need to 14  when| started reading. And then | aso knew
15  annex those communities. 15 that they started using it herein the city.
16 Q Areyoutestifying in your official capacity as 16 And| had connections with the city. | pick up
17  the Monroe County assessor? 17  the phone and called the mayor and said, "Can |
18 A Unless| state my own opinion, yes. 18 look at yours?' And shesaid, "Sure. Comeon
19 Q Isit one of the assessor's dutiesto form 19 down."
20  opinions on annexations? 20 So that was a learning experience for a
21 A No. 21  coupleof years. Thecity asked for the
22 Q What are the duties of the county assessor? 22 county's plat maps. We held the plat maps. The
23 A Inanutshell, | assessall real and personal 23  city doesn't. So we gave the city our plat
24 property for taxation purposes. That'sitina 24 maps.
25  nutshell. 25 Q I'msorry, when you say "we," do you mean the --

15 (Pages 54 - 57)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



Page 58 Page 60
1 A County -- 1 A | draw them.
2 Q -- assessor's office? 2 Q --ontheGIS?
3 A Thecounty. The county. When | say "we," I'm 3 A | suredo.
4  thecounty. The county gave -- 4 Q YougointheGIStool --
5 Q I'msorry, are you speaking -- 5 A That Allie | wastalking about does that. All
6 A | can speak for this, yes. 1'm speaking for the 6 theclassified forest, al the land, everything
7  county. 7 isdonein my office.
8 The county, which would have been the 8 And the other thing that we did back in
9 auditor'soffice, gave the city access to the 9 those days -- thiswas, you know, 100 years ago.
10 platsto put on their GIS system for a computer. 10 1n 1992, | went to the county counsel. The
11 Q The assessor's office, does it maintain the 11  assessor hastheir own funding outside of the
12 plats? 12 general fund. Thereassessment fund. That'sa
13 A Theauditor maintains them, maintainsthe plats. | 13  separate fund that is set up for us to do the
14 Q Auditor. The GIS department, isit governed by | 14  reassessment.
15  the assessor currently? 15 Back in the day, it used to draw great
16 A No. Wehave our own body now. Butin 1991, |16 interest. Sol would have amillion or
17 '92, 1 went to the counsel. 1, the assessor, 17  something sitting there every year. Y ou can use
18 said, "Weneed the GIS." So working with the 18 that for anything to do with assessing. Soll
19 other GIS peoplein other counties that -- my 19  went to the counsel and said, "Hey, | really
20 data, the assessor's data, that's the base of 20 needthis. The city'saready working with us.
21  GIS. That'syour land. That's everything. You 21 They arewilling to work with us. Let'sbring
22 havethe plats, but everything within that is 22 itin"
23 out of my office. So the counsel said -- 23 So myself and highway, who also has their
24 Q I'msorry -- 24 own funding outside of general fund, went to
25 A Thecounty counsel. 25 highway and said, "We really need thistool."
Page 59 Page 61
1 Q You keep track of changesin ownership for the 1 Sowe developed the GIS within the county using
2 GIs? 2  expertswebrought in. Asamatter of fact, |
3 A Every bit of it. Every bit of it, yes, sir. 3 got the gentlemen that was the -- that worked
4  That'san interesting discussion because -- 4  for the city doing their GIS, cameinto the
5 Q Do you do the mapping? Keep -- 5  county and worked for us. So we established the
6 A | do the mapping. 6 GISback inthe early '90s.
7 Q -- keep track of the mapping for GIS? 7 Since then, it's evolved into probably one
8 A What happensin the county -- we're having this | 8  of the best GISsin the state of Indiana. One
9 discussion right now. The auditor's office 9 of thebestinthe nation. And that's
10 drawsout the plat. They get the plat map. So 10 acknowledged by everybody. If you've used our
11  anew parcel, they just draw the outline of it. 11  elevate system, and most people do, that's where
12 Okay. You haveabrand new parcel. Oneacre. |12  all of our dataisthat you could possibly want
13  They'vegot the plat. They are drawing the 13  tosee. Between the auditor's office, my
14  outline on their system, which is the same 14  office, and highway, we al have our own stuff
15 system| use. 15  but that's what we do.
16 When they finish with that, they send it to 16 Q Isthere astate agency that oversees assessors?
17  my office. Everything within that plat is put 17 A Department of Local Government Finance.
18 onby my office, from land to the buildings -- 18 Q What do they do? How do they oversee the
19 everything else. Thenit's given back to the 19  assessor?
20  auditor to put in the exemptions, deductions, 20 A First of al, they establish all the rules and
21  andthat kind of stuff. So -- 21  regulationswe follow by statute. The major
22 Q I'msorry. Doyou put thelocation of the homes |22  thing they did afew years ago with the
23 ontheplat? 23  legidature, | am the -- the assessor's office
24 A Yes, dir. 24 and the assessor isthe only elected official
25 Q Youdraw them -- 25 that hasto be certified, and we're certified by
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Page 62
the state. It's a certification process.

That's to run for office and to hold office. We
have to keep that certification.

The only other offices -- you don't have to
be alawman to be sheriff. The only other
officesthat have certifications, if you want to
be ajudge, at thistime, you have to have alaw
degree. If you want to be a prosecutor, you
have to have alaw degree. And the lawyers that
work for the prosecutor have to. That'sit.

Q When you said the DOG establishes rules and
12  regulations, isthat relating to how you assign
13  fair market value to property?

14 A Correct.

15 Q Isyour office overseen by the State Board of
16  Accountantsat al?

17 A No.

18 Q Areyou audited by the State Board of

19  Accountants?

20 A No. Wéll, | say no really quickly. | don't

O© 0O ~NOOUDWDNLPE

2o
= o

Page 64
1 A Correct.

2 Q Doesthe assessor have any responsibility for

3 thecalculation of property taxes beyond the

4 assessed values?

5 A No.

6 Q Any responsibility for preparation of property
7  tax bills?

8 A No. Oh--no, I just haveto send -- | send my

9 valuesevery year to the auditor. And | haveto
10 havethem up there by June 1st | believeitiis.
11  Then shetakesthat, all my values, and the
12 auditor doesthe preparation for the tax hills.

13 Q Andyou caculate the fair market value. Do you
14  do anything in terms of calculating the taxable

15 value of the property?

16 A Thetaxablevaueisfar market value.

17 Q Youdon't do any calculation, your office of

18  deductions?

19 A No, that'sthe auditor.

20 Q Doyou have any role, asthe assessor, in

21 have money in my office. | don't get fundsin 21  setting the county or city budgets?
22 my office. | don't have any money. So would 22 A No.
23 they comein and audit me, no. 23 Q Any rolein setting tax rates?
24 They audit the county through the auditor. 24 A No.
25 Theauditor gets-- | don't know how often. | 25 Q And | think we already -- no role in setting
Page 63 Page 65
1 haven't seen her around for a couple of years. 1 LIT?
2 But when they would go up there, they would 2 A No.
3 audit contracts. The auditor keeps all the 3 Q Do you need a college degree to be an assessor?
4 contracts for the whole county. So if they 4 A No. | just haveto hold Level 3 assessor's
5 wanted to look at a contract | have, it would be 5  certification.
6 there. That would bethe only thing | would 6 Q Andyou haveto havethat Level 3 before you can
7  ever beaudited for. 7  runfor office?

8 Q Doesthe DLGF publish a manual for assessors?
9 A Regulation 17.

10 (The reporter requested clarification.)

11 THE WITNESS: Regulation 17.

12 Q Do you know when the most recent version was

13 adopted?

14 A Yes, | do. Hang on aminute. It's about six
15 yearsago. Four or six yearsago. We'rein the
16  processright now of establishing new cost

17 tables, and that's part of the Regulation 16.

18 They'vejust gone out. We just sent out RFP to
19  get the new cost tables.

20 They're about six years behind. That'sthe
21 only thing. Unlessthere's some legidation

22 that happens, which happens every single year.
23  TheRegulation 17 pretty much stays the same.

24 Q When you do your assessments, they have to bein
25  compliance with Regulation 177?

8 A That has happened in the last -- | think it was

9 around 2006, the legislature decided we al had
10 tobespecial. Andthey mandated that we -- |
11  awayshad to be -- we have three
12 certifications. Level 1, Leve 2, and now
13 Leve 3.

14 From the time -- from the early '90s, that

15 Level 1and 2 cameinto play in the assessing
16  association or assessor'srole. We were

17  mandated, sometime in the mid '90s, that the
18  county assessor had to hold the Level 1 and

19 Leve 2. That'swasall we had. | have had

20  both of those certifications since the earlier

21 '90s. | wasoneof thefew. Therewasjust a
22 handful of usthat did it to start with. Then

23 it was mandated later.

24 Sometime in the 2000s, earlier 2000s, when
25  wewent to this market value in use system, the
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Page 68

1 legidlature, once again, got into the business 1 certification hours. Up until two years ago,

2 and decided we needed alot more education. 2 the hourswere 45 hours every two years that |

3 They thought we needed to be more -- we just 3 haveto carry. And those are state mandated

4  needed to know more about what we did. 4  classesthat the state putson. We can use

5 So with the legislature saying "DLGF, you 5 other. We can take appraisal classes. We can

6  have got to come up with a better system," what 6 takeall sortsof classesthat have to do with

7  wedid, we went back to that IAAO that I'm 7  our job and the state would count those, after

8 taking about. They havethe system. They have | 8  they look at it, for that 45 hours.

9 theclasses. They havethetesting for Level 3. 9 Two years ago, they changed it to 30 hours
10 That took usto awhole different level. 10 every two years and really screwed up the whole
11  Leve 3isfive classesthat are taught by the 11 thing becausein one year -- the first year, you
12  1AAO. Theseclasses are week-long classesthat, | 12  canonly get 10 hours. So in the second year,
13 after four days, on the fifth day, they're 13 you haveto get the other 20. Makes no sense
14  tested. It's not open book. It's 50 questions. 14  why they did it thisway. But it'sjust -- it's
15 Thisis done outside of the state. It's 15 just gamesthat the state plays.

16 IAAO. Thisis-- | know these classes. If it 16 So every two years, | have to now carry 30
17 wasover at |U, these classes, it's economics. 17  hours. Thisdoes not just apply to the office
18  All these classes. Thiswould be like getting a 18 holder, the elected official. They also said
19 graduate degree over at 1U that would takeyoua |19  certain people in the assessor's office has to
20 semester to do, and we do it in one week. 20 haveall these qualifications. My main
21 Itis-- it was not madeto be easy. It's 21 people-- this Allie I'm talking about, Shelly
22  probably one of the hardest things any of us 22 that worksin my office -- anyone that actually
23  haveever done. It'snothingtolook downupon. |23  placesvalue on aproperty and makes these
24 Anyway, when this happened, | was still the 24  decisions, they al are Level 3 and | havefive
25  assessor of course. Then the legidature said, 25 of usin my office. Everybody in my office,
Page 67 Page 69

1 "Inorder to run for this office, you have to be 1 &fter two years, hasto carry the Level 2.

2 alevel 3" Soif anybody tried to run against 2 That'snot that difficult. If you're going to

3 me they hadto bealeve 3. Well, what 3  doassessing, those are just residential,

4 happened, this was so difficult to get and if 4  commercia assessing, it's an open-book test.

5 you were not aready in this business, these 5 It'sthemanual. I'm talking about Regulation

6  classes cost you about $500 aclass. You'd have 6 17. Everybody hasto be that.

7 topayitindividualy. The state picksup 7 Q Doyou haveto be alicensed appraiser?

8 ours 8 A Absolutely not.

9 What happened when al that hit, the 9 Q Areyou alicensed appraiser?

10 legidatorsget involved again becauseyou know | 10 A No. | amwhat is called an Indiana certified
11  how they are. They finally said, "Okay. You 11  assessor/appraiser. | do now -- everything, the
12  haveto get your Level 2to run. But at theend 12 whole system has changed so much in the last
13 of ayear, after you've been seated as county 13 year or two.

14  assessor, you would have to get your Level 3." 14 We now have a computer assisted appraisal
15  Wéll, that didn't work out too well either for 15  system, assessing system, that appraisers use
16  them because there were some peoplethat cried | 16  that has now been givento us. The state

17  about it. 17  developed it -- or our vendor through the state.
18 So then they changed it. Well, you till 18 Soyou've seen appraisals. You have appraisals
19 haveto have Level 2, but you would have four 19  wherethey have the comparisons. We're doing
20 yearstoget your Leve 3. By thetimeyou 20  that now in-house, where | don't have to spend
21  finishthat term, the four-year term, if you 21 $5,000 for an appraiser to come in and use my
22 want to run again, you have to have your 22  data, my GIS, to do what I'm doing. But because
23 Level 3. Period. If you don't, you're out of 23  they are appraiser, you know, you pay that

24 office. 24 money.

25 | lose my officeif | don't keep up the 25 Q Doyou useoutside appraisersto help do
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Page 70
1 assessments?

2 A Yes |ldo. luselocal. | useloca
3 appraisers, not assessments, to go to court with
4  meto appraise something. | uselocal for
5 residentia; commercial, | use an assessor -- an
6 appraiser in Indiana
7 Q Do you haveto do that on every parcel you
8 assess?
9 A That goesto the state.
10 Q Just -- so on every appeal --
11 A On apped.
12 Q -- you haveto have an assessor?
13 A Appraiser.
14 Q I'msorry, appraiser.
15 A Getsreal complicated.
16 Q But otherwise do you use --
17 A No, absolutely not.
18 Q -- appraisers?
19 A No.
20 Q Do you have other outside consultants that you
21 useto help do assessments?
22 A Yes. | have-- and most of the counties do, we

Page 72
every parcel every year, that 25 percent.

We're going to do that for the first time
thisyear. We're going to try to do alot of
stuff from al of the toolsin our toolbox. GIS
especialy, pictometry. But we'll still go out
inthefield. All they aredoingisthat. It
al comesinto my office, and we put the value

8 andwedo everything else.

9 Q Sothey do your fieldwork for your office?
10 A They just do the fieldwork.
11 Q Doesanybody in your office do fieldwork as
12 wdl?
13 A Yes Mysdf. I'mout al thetimeinthe
14 field. Any --1 go out on every -- if any
15  appea that we need to go out on that the
16  customer, tax payer, wants me -- believe me,
17  they want me-- | go out. | wasinthefield
18  all day Friday again.
19 Q Soyougooutinthefieldif there's an appeal?
20  Or if somebody has a complaint?
21 A Yes
22 Q That'susualy when you do fieldwork?

NOoO oo~ WDNPRE

23 havevendorsthat are our field people. My 23 A I'moutinthefield probably four or five days
24 vendor isNexus. They have beenwithmesince |24 amonth. And that islooking at -- believe it
25 1998, '99, when we went to fair market value 25  ornot, | didn't know this at one time; the
Page 71 Page 73
1 after the Town of St. Johns. 1 assessorisconsidered first responder. Y eah,
2 Q Arethey licensed appraisers? 2 thisisafunjob. Every tornado and I've had
3 A No. They'relevel 3 assessors. Actualy, the 3 fiveinthelast two or three years I've had to
4 Nexusgroup, it was two gentlemen that left the 4  goouton. Every tornado, when things get
5 sateto develop Nexus. Dr. Frank Kelly, he'sa 5 destroyed, | have to be out there within aday
6  doctor of economics, was one of them. Hewrote | 6  or two because | have to assess that property if
7  therulesfor our new assessing system when he 7 it'sgone. If it'snot gone, | have to make all
8 waswith the state. 8 thesedecisions. | have ateam --
9 So then, they went out on their own, came 9 Q If there'safire, do you visit --
10 inmy county there and counties all over the 10 A When thefire happens, after thefire, | haveto
11  state. What they do for meisgo out in the 11  goout and decideif it's completely gone. |
12 field and do my -- what we call fieldwork. 12 cantakeit down --
13  They -- we give them blueprints. We get 13 Q Isthat a statutory requirement?
14  blueprintsfor everything. They take the 14 A Yeah
15  blueprints. They go out in any new construction | 15 Q After damage is done, you go out and reassess.
16  andthereassessment. We do reassessment every | 16 Isthat what -- what is the specific statutory
17  vyear. 17  requirement?
18 What reassessment meansiswe haveto break | 18 A | can't giveyou IC code. But anything that
19 itdowninafour-year cycle. 25 percent each 19  happens, the assessor or their office -- and in
20  year until wefinish. That 25 percent hasto 20 thiscounty, it's me and my appraisal team or
21  be-- usedto haveto be: go out, walk around, 21  assessment team -- appeal team.
22 touch that every time. The state now has said 22 That's what we were doing Friday. We have
23 we have so many different toolsin our toolbox, 23 had so many in this past year -- well, not even
24  wevedonethisfor so long that our datais so 24 year; probably since September -- fires. Cannot
25 good that we can -- we don't have to go out on 25  believe how many fires| went out to. We must
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Page 76

7  Thisispart of our job.
8 Q Let meask you do you have bachelor's degree?
9 A | have AA.

10 Q Inwhat?

11 A Just general studies from Vincennes University a

12 hundred million years ago. My educationisin
13 management. | went to work for Hallmark Cards
14  in 1981 and was manager. And then | became
15  district manager of three states. Really

16 learned alot. You canimagine, Hallmark

17  Corporation really makes their peoplelearn

18 management skill. That'show I got in thisjob.
19 That and | dways-- |, actualy, have beenin

20 thisjob for so many years, | helped set the

21  standardsfor the ng officialsin

22 Indiana

23 Q Whileyou served as assessor since 1991, isthat
24 correct?

25 A Yeah, 1986 township. 1991 | was elected.

1 havegone out to 10 different firesin houses. 1 Started to serve.
2 And mobile homes seem to burn alot. Mobile 2 Q Didyou hold any other employment while you
3 homes-- thisisabig county. | went 3  were--
4 through -- I've got 11 townships. | wasin 9 of 4 A Oh,God, no. Youcan't. Thisisafull-time
5 the 1l on Friday looking at different 5 job.
6 properties. We also did acouple of 6 Q I'mgoing to shift gearsalittle bit. Haveyou
7  measurements. Somebody added something. We see 7  studied annexation fiscal plansin your career?
8  something, we do that. 8 A No. Justlooked at what's happening here.
9 Just to show you the disaster, we had a 9 Q Do you know what the statutory requirements are
10  tornadoin March last year. Wolf Mountain Road. 10 forfiscal plans?
11  That wasthe one that went through Owen County. 11 A No.
12 Took McCormick's Creek. We had a death out 12 Q Do you know what the purposeis of the fiscal
13  there. Popsright over into Monroe and County 13 plan?
14 Line Road, Wolf Mountain Road, went right there. 14 A Yeah, to show if it'sdoable or not. But, yeah.
15  Well, that happened on the weekend. That 15 Q Haveyou studied Bloomington'sfiscal planin
16  Saturday or Sunday. Monday, we got geared up to 16 thiscase?
17  go out and the highway department works with us 17 A No.
18  very closely. They called me that morning. 18 Q Do you believethe fiscal plan fails to comply
19  They knew we were coming. They said, "No. It 19  with Indiana code?
20 istoo bad. Don't come out today. We hope to 20 A | have no knowledge of that.
21  get it cleaned enough for you to get out 21 Q Doyou believethefiscal planfailsto
22 Tuesday." 22 accurately assess the fiscal impact of
23 So my deputy and | went out to Wolf 23  annexations?
24 Mountain. It wastheworst I've ever seen. | 24 A | have no knowledge of that.
25  removed 44 houses from the tax roll. Totally 25 Q Doyou believe thefiscal plans -- or fiscal
Page 75 Page 77
1 destroyed. Went back out Friday just to see how 1 planinthiscase failsto account for passage
2 thingsarelooking. Still looks like pickup 2 of time?
3 dticks. Likeachild, just pickup sticks 3 A | have no knowledge of that.
4  everywhere. | had one house that was built -- 4 Q Haveyou identified any deficienciesin the
5  they brought amodular in. Not much has 5 fiscal plans?
6 happened. We're back in storm seasons again. 6 A Haven'treadit.

7 Q Did you attend any of the cities meetings
8 concerning annexations?
9 A No.
10 Q Andaso, | want to distinguish, no public
11  hearings?
12 A No, none of them.
13 Q And none of the meetings the city had aside from
14  public hearings?
15 A No.
16 Q Wereyouinvolvedin any of the efforts to
17  oppose the annexation by County Residents
18 Against Annexation?
19 A No.
20 Q Areyou amember of County Residents Against
21 Annexation?
22 A No.
23 Q Didyou play any role in organizing the
24 remonstrance?
25 A No.
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1 Q Collect any remonstrance signatures?
2 A No.
3 Q Didyou attend any of the meetings, opposition
4 meetings of the --
5 A No.
6 Q -- against annexation?
7 A No.
8 Q Did you receive emails from County Residents
9  Against Annexation?
10 A No.
11 Q Wereyou involved in any effortsto change the
12 law inIndianarelating to annexations?
13 A No.
14 Q Have any discussions with anybody about the laws

15 relating to annexations?

16 A No.

17 MR. UNGER: Can we have five minutesto
18 chat?

19 (Recess taken from 10:54 am. to

20 11.05am.)

21 BY MR. UNGER
22 Q Just acouple of more questions. Have you been

Page 80
1 Q Judy, hasthetestimony you've given today been

2 based upon your personal knowledge of the
3 properties and residents and owners of 1A and
4 1B?
5A Yes
6 Q Hasit been based also upon your experience as a
7  Level 3 Indiana assessor-appraiser -- certified
8  Indiana assessor-appraiser?
9 A Yesgir.
10 Q Hasit also been based on your 38 years asthe
11  elected assessor of Monroe County in Indiana?
12 A ltis, yes.
13 Q You were asked, Exhibit 3, you were asked

14  questions about the DLGF calculator, for lack of
15 abetter term. Isthat aprocess, amethod, a
16  systemthat you rely upon in your professional

17  duties as assessor of Monroe County?
18 A Yes itis. Weuseit daily.
19 Q Isthat aprocess-- isthat DLGF site

20 caculator you talked about, to your knowledge,
21  used by other assessor-appraisers cross the
22 state of Indiana?

23 asked to develop any other opinions besides what 23 A All 92 of ususethistool. It'samagjor -- it
24 wetalked about today? 24 wasagreat tool when they finally developed
25 A No,sir. 25 this. Butalso, | can assureyou, herein
Page 79 Page 81

1 Q Areyouworking on any other reports other than | 1 Monroe County, taxpayers use it all thetime.

2 what you've provided today relating to the 2 Wepublicize this on our website.

3 annexation? 3 Q | want to make sure, has your opinion, has your

4 A No. 4  testimony today also been based on the

5 MR. UNGER: No further questions. 5 information that you have furnished to counsel

6 CROSS-EXAMINATION, 6  and the questions that they have been asking you

7 QUESTIONSBY WILLIAM J. BEGGS: 7 fo'r thelast 2 hour and 40 -- 2 hours and 10

8 Q Judy, you were asked questions by Mr. Unger 8  minutesor s0?

9  about being in meetings where annexation was 9 A Yesgsr. . .
10 discussed. And we just took abreak, and you 10 MR.BEGGS: Thank you, maam. No further
11  told me something about meetings at a statewide 1L questions.

L 12 THE WITNESS: Y ou're very welcome.
12 organization. .
. 13 MR. UNGER: Nothing further.
13 Did you want amend that answer? o
\ 14 MR. BEGGS: Yeah. Wewould like signature.
14 A Sure. Yeah. You know, I'm on the board of . o
15 di f the A . £ Indi 15 (Time noted: 11:08 am.)
Irectors of the Association of Indiana 16 AND FURTHER THE DEPONENT SAITH NOT.

16  Counties, which | have been there 20-some odd 17
17  years. When we go to board meetings, all 18
18 legidation istalked about. So annexation -- 19
19 thewhole subject, not Bloomington's
20  annexation -- is brought up. And | think 20 JUDITH A. SHARP
21 thereshill. Maybe there was ahill or another 21
22  onethisyear. And peopletalk about it. | 22
23 couldn't tell you any more than | hear the word 23
24  annexation and | ailmost just blank out to be 24
25  very, very, honest with you. 25
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1 Veritext Legal Solutions
1 STATE OF INDIANA ) 1100 Superior Ave
) SS 2 Suite 1820
Cleveland, Ohio 44114
2 COUNTY OF MONROE ) 3 Phone: 216-523-1313
3 I, Colleen Brady, a Notary Public in and for 4 February 29, 2024
. 5 To: Mr. Beggs
4 the County of M onroe, State of Indiana at Iarge, do 6 Case Name: County Residents Against Annexation, Inc. Et Al v. City Of
5 hereby certify that JUDITH A. SHARP, the deponent , Bloomingion, ELAI
6 herein, was by mefirst duly sworn to tell the Veritext Reference Number: 6446871
. 8
7 .truth, the Whole.truth, and nothing but the truth Witness Judith A, Sharp  Deposition Date: 2/14/2024
8 inthe aforementioned matter; 9 _
9  That the foregoing deposition was taken on Lo o Simadan:
10 behalf of the Respondent& at the offices of u The deposition transcript taken in the above-referenced
11 Bloomington City Hall, 401 North Morton Street, matter, with the reading and signing having not been
12 Room 225, Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana, on 2 _ N
i expressly waived, has been completed and is available
13 the 14th day of February 2024, commencing at the 13
14 hour of 9:00 am., pursuant to the Indiana Rules of g 1 rEVIOw and Sonatire. Plezse call our office o
15 Tria Procedure; make arrangements for a convenient location to
. . 15
16 That said depos1 tion was taken down accomplish this or if you prefer a certified transcript
17 stenographically and transcribed under my 16 e ourchaced
can urcl .
18 direction, and that the typewritten transcript isa 17 ’
19 truerecord of the testi mony given by the said " If the erratais not returned within thirty days of your
20 deponent; and thereafter pr@ented to said deponent receipt of this etter, the reading and signing will be
21 for her signature; 1o deemed waived.
22 That the parties were represented by their 20
. 21 Sincerely,
23 counsd as aforementioned. 2
24 | do further certify that | am adisinterested ;i Production Department
25 personin this cause of action; that | am not a 25 NONOTARY REQUIRED IN CA
Page 83 Page 85
1 relative or attorney of any party, or otherwise 1 CEDFIEE'IE,I?:IS(IZQ‘I?I’\(!)EEC\)/FIE\IVYTNESS
2 interested in the event of this action, and am not 2
3 inthe employ of the attorneysfor any party. ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6446871
3 CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexation, Inc. Et Al v.
4 IN WITN.ESS WH EREQF, | have hereunto set my ity Of Bloomington, Et Al
5 hand and affixed my notarial seal on this 29th DATE OF DEPOSITION: 2/14/2024
6 day of February 2024. 4 WITNESS' NAM E: Judith A. Sharp
5 In accordance with the Rules of Civil
7 Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
8 6 my testimony or it has been read to me.
Co‘ %—M ﬁ W?, 7 | have made no changes to the testimony
9 as transcribed by the court reporter.
8
10 Colleen Brady 9 Date Judith A. Sharp
10 Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
11 Notary Public in and for the State and County,
. - . . 11 thereferenced witness did personally appear
12 Sedl, Notary Public My Commission Expires: and acknowledge that:
State of Indiana March 8, 2029 12
13 They have read the transcript;
) 13 They signed the foregoing Sworn
Colleen Brady County of Residence: Statement; and
14 Commission No. NP0732235  Monroe 14 Their execution of this Statement is of
15 their free act and deed.
15
16 | have affixed my name and official seal
16
i; this day of .20 .
17
;(9) 18 Notary Public
19
21 Commission Expiration Date
20
22 -
23 22
24 =
24
25 25
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1 DEPOSITION REVIEW
CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS

ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6446871
3 CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexation, Inc. Et Al v.
City Of Bloomington, Et Al
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 2/14/2024
4 WITNESS NAME: Judith A. Sharp
5 In accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
6 my testimony or it has been read to me.
7 | have listed my changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, listing page and line numbers as
8 well asthe reason(s) for the change(s).
9 | request that these changes be entered
as part of the record of my testimony.
10
| have executed the Errata Sheet, as well
11 asthis Certificate, and request and authorize
that both be appended to the transcript of my
12  testimony and be incorporated therein.
13

Date Judith A. Sharp
14
Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
15 Notary Publicin and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
16  and acknowledge that:

Page 86

VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS MIDWEST
ASSIGNMENT NO: 2/14/2024
PAGE/LINE(S) / CHANGE /REASON

17 They have read the transcript;

They have listed all of their corrections
18 in the appended Errata Sheet;

They signed the foregoing Sworn
19 Statement; and

Their execution of this Statement is of
20 their free act and deed.
21 | have affixed my name and official seal
22 this day of .20 .
23

Notary Public
24
25 Commission Expiration Date
Page 87
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20 Date Judith A. Sharp

21 SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
22 DAY OF , 20

23

Notary Public
24

25 Commission Expiration Date
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Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure
Depositions Upon Oral Examination

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness--Changes--Signing.

(1) When the testimony 1is fully transcribed, the
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for
reading and signing and shall be read to or by him,
unless such reading and signing have been waived by
the witness and by each party. “Submitted to the
witness” as used in this subsection shall mean (a)
mailing of written notification by registered or
certified mail to the witness and each attorney
attending the deposition that the deposition can be
read and examined in the office of the officer
before whom the deposition was taken, or (b),
mailing the original deposition, by registered or
certified mail, to the witness at an address
designated by the witness or his attorney, if
requested to do so by the witness, his attorney, or

the party taking the deposition.

(2) If the witness desires to change any answer in
the deposition submitted to him, each change, with

a statement of the reason therefor, shall be made




by the witness on a separate form provided by the
officer, shall be signed by the witness and affixed
to the original deposition by the officer. A copy
of such changes shall be furnished by the officer

to each party.

(3) If the reading and signing have not been waived
by the witness and by each party the deposition
shall be signed by the witness and returned by him
to the officer within thirty (30) days after it 1is
submitted to the witness. If the deposition has
been returned to the officer and has not been
signed by the witness, the officer shall execute a
certificate of that fact, attach it to the original
deposition and deliver it to the party taking it.
In such event, the deposition may be used by any
party with the same force and effect as though it

had been signed by the witness.

(4) In the event the deposition is not returned to
the officer within thirty (30) days after it has
been submitted to the witness, the reporter shall
execute a certificate of that fact and cause the
certificate to be delivered to the party taking it.

In such event, any party may use a copy of the




deposition with the same force and effect as though

the original had been signed by the witness.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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