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STATE OF | NDI ANA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF MONRCE )

IN THE C RCU T COURT OF MONROE COUNTY
CAUSE NO. 53C06-2203- PL- 000509

COUNTY RESI DENTS AGAI NST ANNEXATI ON,
I NC., an Indiana not for profit
corporation, et al.,

Renonstrat ors/ Appel | ant s/ Petitioners,

THE COMMON COUNCI L of the Gty of
Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, |ndiana,
et al.,

)
)
)
)
)
)
-VS- )
)
)
)
)
)
)

Respondent s.
DEPCSI TI ON OF MEGAN PARMENTER

The deposition upon oral exam nation of
MEGAN PARMENTER, a wi tness produced and sworn
before nme, Janine A Ferren, RVR, CRR, CSR-IL
No. 84-4852, Notary Public in and for the County of
Ham | ton, State of I|Indiana, taken on behalf of the
Respondents, at the offices of Bloomngton City
Hal |, 401 North Morton Street, Bl oom ngton, Nonroe
County, Indiana, on the 1st day of March 2024,
schedul ed to comrence at 10:30 a.m, pursuant to
the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure with witten
notice as to time and pl ace thereof.
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1 INDEX OF EXAMINATION 1 (Time noted: 10:24 am.)

2 Page 2 MEGAN PARMENTER,

3 DIRECT EXS"\Q '\(;ATKI-\)AN M N .'I """"" > 3 having been duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole

4 Questions by Andrew M. McNel 4 truth, and nothing but the truth relating to said

CROSS-EXAMINATION 33 5 matter, was examined and testified as follows:

5 Questions by William J. Beggs 6

6 DIRECT EXAMINATION .............. 34 7 DIRECT EXAMINATION,

Questions by Andrew M. McNeil 8 QUESTIONSBY ANDREW M. McNEIL:

7 9 Q Please state your name for the record.

8 10 A Megan Parmenter.

9 11 Q Ms. Parmenter, my nameis Andrew McNeil. I'm
10 12 one of the attorneys for the City of Bloomington
11 S .

12 13  inthisremonstrance annexation matter.

13 14 Have you ever given deposition testimony
14 15 before?

15 16 A | havenot.

16 17 Q Sotheprocessis pretty simple. 1'm going to
17 18  ask you aseries of questions, and your

18 19 obligation isto answer them as completely and
19 20 astruthfully asyou can. Do you understand
20 2

21 21  that?

22 22 A Yes.

23 23 Q |If you don't understand my question, will you
24 24 let me know?

25 25 A Yes

2 (Pages2-5)
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Page 6
1 Q If you need meto rephraseit or if you didn't
2 hear me, please let me know that too. Okay?
3 A Yes
4 Q Thisisn't going to last al that long, maybe
5 30 minutes.
6 A Uh-huh.
7 Q Buteven so, if you need to take a break for any
8  reason, please let me know that.

9 A Yes
10 Q Did you do anything to get ready or prepare for
11  thedeposition today?
12 A | thought about the reasons why that I'm opposed
13 toannexation.
14 Q AndI'm going to ask you about thosein afew
15  minutes.
16 Anything else you did to prepare?
17 A No.
18 Q Did you make any notes, write anything down?
19 A | took some personal notes, yeah.
20 Q Justto organizing your thoughts?
21 A Yes
22 Q What'syour address?
23 A 3144 South Cuffers Drive, Bloomington, Indiana
24 47403.

25 Q Isthat in Annexation Area1B?

Page 8
1 ismuch lessthan the home| could afford in the
2 county, in addition to space and the taxes.
3 Q Butwhen you'retaking affordability there,
4 you're talking the purchase price?
5 A The purchase price and the monthly mortgage and
6 thetaxesand theinsurance, yes.
7 Q Do you have amortgage currently?
8 A |do.
9 Q Do your property taxes currently get paid out of
10  your escrow account?
11 A Yes, they do.
12 Q Soyour monthly payment may fluctuate from year
13  toyear asthey update the escrow account?
14 A Slightly, yes.
15 Q Where do you work?
16 A | work at the Monroe County Community School
17  Corporation.
18 Q What do you do there?
19 A | teach sophomore English. 1'm the sophomore
20  class sponsor and the National Honor Society
21 advisor.
22 Q How long have you worked there?
23 A I'veworked at the school corporation for 16
24 years, and at Bloomington High School South for
25 nineyears.

Page 7
1A It'siniB.
2 Q How long haveyou lived there?
3 A I'velived therefor 12 years. | bought the
4 condoin July of 2012.
5 Q Doesanybody live there with you?
6 A No.
7 Q Do you have any plansto move?
8 A Not at the moment, no.
9 Q Something you've thought about in the next six
10 monthsto ayear?
11 A Inpossibly the next year, yes.
12 Q Doeswhether you move or not have anything to do
13  with how the annexation turns out?
14 A Homesthat | have looked at just on Zillow or

15  other places, I've considered places that are

16  notinthe city limitsand that are not in

17 ArealB at thistime so | would not be concerned
18  withthetaxesthat areincreased in the city.

19 Q Soisitfair to say that, from that answer, do

20 | --start over.

21 Areyou saying that when you're looking on
22 Zillow, you're not looking inside of Bloomington
23 city limits?

24 A It'saconsideration. But the homethat | could
25  afford within the city limits as a single person

Page 9
1 Q Sowepulledyou out of classfor this?

2 A | took off work, and the $12 did not cover the
3 hdf aday to take off work.
4 Q Takethat up with the Indiana General Assembly.
5A Yes.
6 Q Allright. So--
7 A But | took off work because thisis important to
8 meand | wanted to be here.
9 Q Okay. Soyou would have come without the $12,
10 iswhat you're saying?
11 A Yes
12 Q Didyou come from hometo here?
13 A | worked ahaf aday.
14 Q Soyou came from the school to here?
15 A Yes
16 Q When you came from the school to here, what
17  route of travel did you take?
18 A | droveon city roads.
19 Q When you go from your home to work, how do you
20 getthere?
21 A | drive on acounty road and then acity road.
22 Q Didyou sign aremonstrance petition opposing
23 theannexation?
24 A | signed the petition, yes.
25 Q Wasthat inthefall, roughly fall of 20217

3 (Pages6-9)
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Page 10 Page 12
1A Yes 1 theservices, that | should receive the
2 Q When you signed that petition, did you 2  services.
3 understand that you were expressing your 3 To your point earlier about | drove acity
4  opposition to the annexation? 4  roadto get here. | driveonalot of roads. |
5 A Absolutely. 5 driveto Greene County every week and | don't
6 Q Sohere'sthequestion. It'sabroad question. 6 pay for their roads, to drive on their county
7  Well get your answer, and then welll go back 7 roads. Sotome, I'm paying for the roads that
8  through some of the details. 8 | drive on most often. | take -- my family
9 A Sure 9 livesintown. | take the county road to get to
10 Q Sopleasetell usall the reasons why you oppose 10 their house. And | do take acity road to get
11 theannexation. 11  tomy work, and | am taxed on my income for
12 A Okay. First of al, asan employee of the 12 working in Monroe County. And so | think that
13 Monroe County Community School Corporation, our 13  that is covered through that.
14  district islosing $50,000, to my knowledge at 14 My notes that | prepared, | do have them
15  thetime, which may not seem like alot in the 15  withme. Would you mind if | just checked to
16  grand scheme of our school budget. But thinking 16  make sure I've covered my points?
17  about the cuts that we have to make or the 17 Q I don't mind, aslong asyou don't mind letting
18 referendums that we have to passto have the 18 meseethem.
19  programsthat we need for our studentsto be 19 A That'sjust fine.
20  successful in school and in life, then that's 20 Q Okay. Wehaveaded.
21 important to me that our schools are funded. 21 A Thank you. | just would hate to get to the car
22 I'm concerned that we would be serviced by 22 and then have forgotten something.
23 the same township fire department. Our 23 Q No, wedon't want that. Thisisyour
24 Bloomington Police Department is already 24 opportunity, so we want to get it in the record.
25 understaffed. | believe that we're funded 25 A | think my only other point was that | know that
Page 11 Page 13
1 for-- thecity isfunded for 105 but there's 1 therearecity serviceslikethe city parks.
2 only 84 officers. And how are we going to have 2 Andif | want to participate in something and
3 14,000 more residents covered by those same 85 3 there'saratethat | would pay that is higher,
4  officers? 4 and | would be willing to pay that higher rate
5 My neighborhood is a townhouse 5 thanacity resident would get, you know -- if
6 neighborhood. And so the City has said, 6 it wasa$50 program, the county resident might
7  Attorney Mike Rooker, our neighborhood is 7 pay 70. I'mfineto pay that. | do not use the
8 managed by Capital Realty. Carole Damonisour | 8 city parks. Anytimel have used it -- actually,
9  property manager. I'm on the homeowners 9 I'veco-chaired an event, the Strawberry
10 association board. We asked her to investigate 10 Shortcake Festival, and we've paid to use that
11  onbehalf of our Brentwood neighborhood to find | 11 facility.
12 out what would the annexation involve for our 12 So for the argument that | could benefit
13 neighborhood. Shewastold by City Attorney 13 fromthe parks, | don't use the parks. |
14  Mike Rooker that the city would not take in our 14  actually would use the county parks more than
15  streets, that they would not take in our trash 15 thecity parks and participate in the county
16  unlesswe signed waiver of liability that, if 16  programs, like | did in the fall with the
17  they damaged our streets, that the City was not 17  IndianaMaster Naturalist.
18 responsible. 18 Q Thewhat?
19 That's very concerning to me, because I'm 19 A ThelIndiana Master Naturalist program was
20  going to be paying the sametax rate as anyone 20 offered through the county. Just becauseit's
21 esewholivesinthe county neighborhoodtoget |21  offered doesn't mean I'm taking advantage of it.
22 tomy neighborhood, and then | would still have | 22 And | believe that that covers my notes
23  topay for private snow removal, private street 23 from my big points of why, especialy the paying
24  maintenance, private trash removal. And | feel 24  for taxesthat | would not receive the services
25  like, if I'm going to be paying the taxes for 25 inmy particular neighborhood, is my -- very

4 (Pages 10 - 13)
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Page 14
1  much aconcern, and our schools losing funding.
2 We've had to pass two referendumsin the
3 last two years due to reduced funding, and our
4 community has been supportive of those. But
5  having two school referendums, the income tax
6 increase, and then now wanting to annex another
7 14,000 people, are four big hits.
8 So | havelived at my townhouse for
9 12years, and that was kind of afive-year plan,
10  and things go how they go. | would like more
11  space, but I'vereally been confined to stay in
12 there, because in this community, that's what |
13 can afford on asingle person'sincome. And so
14  when looking at homes, then you're more confined
15  tothe county because the city is not
16 affordable.
17 Q | will point out --
18 A Sure.

19 Q -- onyour notesthere'saline, | don't think |

20 heard you say this, but it says, "Taxes will
21  increase by $872, but | will not benefit from
22 any additional services."

23 You certainly said services --

24 A | said-- | just didn't directly, but say that

Page 16
1 Q And then the typeface on the document, it looks
2 likeit was copied and pasted?
3 A Yes itwas
4 Q Sowhat was the process for that?
5 A Carole Damon had a phone conversation with Mike
6  Rooker and then immediately emailed our
7  homeowners association board. And so | copied
8 that -- | wasn't -- | don't know Mike Rooker,
9 and so | wanted to remember hisname. So that's

10 why I copied the text from Carol€'s email.
11 That was her summary from her phone
12 conversation that same day with Mike Rooker.

13 Q Then the $872 in property tax increase, where
14  did that figure come from?

15 A The City website. When | typed in my address,
16 that'sthe amount that comes up asthe gross

17  difference.

18 Q When wasthe last time you ran the tax analysis
19  onthe City website, roughly?

20 A Yesterday.

21 Q Anditwas--

22 A But that's based on 2021.

23 Q Sure.

24 A Theresalot of information on that that is not

25 that'sthe amount that the City posted or sent 25  upto date with what's going on now. And there
Page 15 Page 17
1 tome, that my taxes would be increased by 1 are many homeowners on that list just in my own
2  $876-- 2 neighborhood that have moved since and that's
3 Q And then when you -- 3 not the same people that are there, even from
4 A --athetime. 4 when we were collecting signatures.

5 Q Right.

6 A And so with theincreased property valuesin the
7 last few years, which is great that my property

8 isworth more, but then if I'm trying to buy

9 locally and stay in our community, then that

10 reflectsin everybody else's selling price too.
11 And| don't know how that will reflect in my
12 property tax.

13 Q Can we keep these --

14 A Absolutely.

15 Q -- and make them a part of the deposition
16  record?

17 A Sure. | would have typed it up nicer.

18 Q I'mgoing to show it to Mr. Beggs here too.
19 A | can send him acopy aswell.

20 (Deposition Exhibit 50 marked for

21 identification.)

22 Q On your note there was adate for the

23 conversation that Mike Rooker had with the
24 property manager of about August 27, 2021.
25 A Yes

5 Q Right. And do you know what your property tax
6  paymentswere through your escrow company in
7 2023?
8 A | think they're about $900.
9 Q Per?
10 A | think it was about -- it'sdouble. My
11  property taxes will double with this.
12 Q So--
13 A If | amto be annexed, my property taxes will
14  double. So my current isabout $900, and the
15 addition isabout $900.
16 Q Butit's$900 --
17 A Peryear.
18 Q -- per payment? 900 in the spring, 900 in the
19 fall; correct?
20 A Currently it's like 450.
21 Q Oh, okay.
22 A To my understanding, it's about 450 in the fall

23  and 450 in the spring. That's my fault for not
24 looking a my -- | haveit paid automatically
25 and | know what my payment is and it resets

5 (Pages 14 - 17)
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Page 18
1 every August.
2 MR. McNEIL: Thiswill be Exhibit 51.
3 (Deposition Exhibit 51 marked for
4  identification.)
5 Q Ms. Parmenter, you have Exhibit 51 in front of
6 you?
7 A Yes
8 Q Atthetop upper |eft-hand corner it says,
9 "LowTaxInfo," and on theright sideit says,

10 "Monroe County" on thefirst page.
11 Do you see that?
12 A Yes

13 Q Then doesthat 3144 South Cuffers Drive, that's
14  your address?

15 A Yes,itis.

16 Q If youlook on the second page, in the bottom
17  right-hand corner there's page numbers, it's

18 endingin095. Do you seethat?

19 A Yes, | do.

20 Q Thereé'sa"Tax History" section. In the bottom
21 third of the pageit has the 2023 line for

22  spring and fall and total tax. Do you see that?
23 A Yes, | do.

24 Q Thetota tax for 2023, according to this, was
25  $1,740.28. Do you see that?

Page 20
based on the increase in assessed value,

according to Exhibit 51, but you've managed to
pay your -- or your escrow company has paid all
your property tax billson time, asfar asyou

5  know?

6 A Absolutely.

7 Q Sowe'redone with that.

8 A Okay.

9 Q You mentioned that the school corporation stood
10 tolose $50,000?
11 A Yes
12 Q What isyour understanding of that based on?
13 A Based on the property tax cap and how the

A WN P

14  funding would work, with the City receiving
15 increased taxes and the County less, with what
16  they cancollect. | don't have asolid

17  understanding of that. | know that was

18 information shared in 2021 by both sides, that
19 thisisaconsequence or, you know, from the
20 City'sside even, the schools would lose this
21  and spinitto how it works for the City, so ...

22 Q Butit wasinformation that you received during
23 aninformational meeting or through resources?
24 A Through resources at the time.

25 Q And do you understand that as the assessed

Page 19
1A Yes |do.
2 Q And then equalsinstallment paymentsin the
3 spring and fall of $870.14. Do you see that?
4 A Yes, | do.
5 Q Doesthat refresh your recollection at all on
6  what your tax is?
7 A Yes, itdoes. Sol would probably be referring
8 tothepre-COVID timeswhen it was around the
9 $900 ayear. Asl| mentioned, it's paid

10 automatically through my mortgage escrow

11  account, and so divided out among the 12 months
12 payments.

13 Q Yes

14 A Thenif it influxesalittle, then that's not as

15 noticeable.

16 Q Right.

17 A Definitely from 2019 to 2023, a $700 jump, but
18 incrementally not as noticeable.

19 Q Right. Andjust -- | just want the record to be
20 clear. I'mnot suggesting --

21 A Yes

22 Q --that you were not being forthcoming. | just

23 understand you have an escrow payment and they
24 pay thebill.
25 But as you noted, the taxes have increased

Page 21
values of the county and the taxing districts

1
2 increase, the amount of money available to the
3 taxing authorities increases as well?
4 A No, because of the property tax cap. My
5  understanding isthat, while there may be some
6 additional funding, the schools would have
7  gotten that through the county. So maybe they
8 would have gotten additional through the county,
9  hbut that source of revenueis no longer
10 available because those residents would now be
11  paying it to the City.
12 Q Right. Butjustintermsof total -- asa
13 school employee, do you see the school's
14  financial statements ever, what their revenueis
15 peryear?
16 A | look at the school board agendas every month.
17 Andif there'sinformation posted, | do read

18 that.

19 As| said, that the -- | know that's not a

20 lotinthegrand scheme. But if you're looking
21  at maybe our classrooms need new desks, and
22 $50,000 would cover the English department's
23 school desks, then that makes a significant

24  difference for the learning environment of our
25  students.

6 (Pages 18 - 21)
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Page 22
1 Q Haveyou observed, in your review of the board

2 agendaor meeting minutes, that the top-line
3 revenuefigure that the school corporation
4 receiveson ayearly basis hasincreased from
5 2019 to present?
6 A | have not looked at the numbers from 2019 to
7 present.
8 Q Orjust anytimein the last two or three years,
9 haveyou --
10 A Our increase has come from two referendums
11  passed by our community.
12 Q Areyou aware of any increased revenue to the

13 school corporations resulting from the increase
14  inassessed vaue within the taxing direct?
15 A | am not aware of that.

16 Q You said you would be serviced by the same
17  township fire department. What do you mean by
18 that?

19 A Thetownship fire department that services my

20  home now would be the same one that would
21  service my homeif | were to be annexed, ismy
22 understanding.

23 Q Which township areyou in?
24 A | amin Perry Township.
25 Q Does Perry Township participatein the Fire

Page 24
1 Bloomington commissioned to evaluate the

2 gaffing levels at the police department around
3 2020 or s0?
4 A | don't recall details, but | do remember
5  reading about it.
6 Q Either in one of those news sources that you
7  identified?
8 A Yes.
9 Q Haveyou ever reviewed the report from the
10  consulting group directly?
11 A From the consulting group?
12 Q Right.
13 A No.
14 Q So your knowledge would be based on what you've

15  read through news sources, what you've observed
16  at city council meetings, and information

17  received directly from police officers; is

18 that --

19 A Yes

20 Q -- afar summary?
21 A Yes. | know that our city has increased

22 civiliansin working with the police department.
23 And whilethat's commendable that there are
24 people that would want to do that job, | think
25 it'svery dangerousto send civiliansinto

Page 23
1 Protection District?

2 A Itismy understanding they do.
3 Q You mentioned the understaffing at the police
4 department. What isyour knowledge or
5 understanding of that issue based on?
6 A I'vewatched city council meetings, | read the
7 Herald-Times, the Indiana Daily Student, | know
8 policeofficers.
9 | think it's avery widely known fact that
10 Bloomington Police Department is understaffed.
11  Andin my notes, | found an Indiana Daily
12 Student article just from September of 2023,
13  that that'swhere | got my numbers.
14 Q You say you know police officers. Areyou
15 saying you've spoken with them about the
16  saffing issues?
17 A Yes.
18 Q When wasthe last time you spoketo apolice
19  officer about the staffing issues?
20 A | don't recal.
21 Q Isitinthiscalendar year or --
22 A No.
23 Q -- longer ago than that?
24 A Longer than that.
25 Q Areyou aware of astudy that the City of

Page 25
1 situations who are unarmed and unprepared for

2 what they may encounter.

3 Q Areyou familiar with the training that those

4  civiliansreceive?

5 A Not specificaly.

6 Q Onthecity parks, you mentioned the strawberry

7 festiva?

8 A Yes

9 Q And that the strawberry festival paid some fee?
10 A The Strawberry Shortcake Festival, sponsored by
11  theAuxiliary to the Boys & Girls Clubs of
12 Bloomington, which hasthree clubs: two in the
13 city and onein Ellettsville, and is expanding
14  to Owen County. The Strawberry Shortcake
15  Festival paid Switchyard Park Pavilion to rent
16 thefacility.
17 Q Haveyou participated -- other than using the
18 pavilion as part of the Strawberry Shortcake
19 Festival, have you participated at any other
20  parksdepartment programs that required a fee?
21 A | do not participate in parks department
22  programs.
23 Q Butyou testified, | believe, that you
24 understand that there's a difference between an
25 in-city user --

7 (Pages 22 - 25)
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Page 26
1A

2Q

Yes.

-- and an out-of-city user?

3 A Absolutely.

4 Q You mentioned that Indiana Master Naturalist
5 program. What was that through?

6 A That wasthrough the county parks and

7  recreation, Monroe County Parks and Rec.

8 Q Wasit at aparticular park?

9 A Itwasat Karst Farm Park in the county.

Page 28
1 theannexation upon you or other institutions

2 that we haven't talked about?

3 A Sothisismy timeto just say if we've missed

4 anything?

5Q Yes

6 A Okay, thank you.

7 WEell, | do think that there are many people

8 who were unaware of the annexation. | know that
9 certified letters were sent in the mail. Some

10 Q Other than the Master Naturalist program, are 10 people don't pick those up for whatever reason.
11 there other county programsyou participatein? | 11 | thought that this was important enough
12 A No. 12 that, when | heard about it and knew that
13 Q When wasthat program? 13  signatures were needed to remonstrate, then |
14 A That wasfall of 2023. It wasa24-hour course |14  collected signatures. And | went door to door
15 over the course of eight Thursdays. Throughthe |15 tohomesin my neighborhood and the surrounding
16  program we had an opportunity to volunteer at 16 area. Many peoplewould not open the door. |
17  different community events that were hosted at 17  have on the back of the clipboard who | was, so
18  Karst Farm Park. 18 if someone saw on a Ring camera or looked out
19 (Deposition Exhibit 28 previously marked 19 their window. Personally, if someone cameto my
20 foridentification.) 20  door, | would not feel comfortable answering the
21 Q Infront of you isadocument with an exhibit 21  door.
22 dticker onit, Exhibit 28. 22 So | understand why many people didn't come
23 A Yes 23 when there were people at their door knocking.
24 Q If you would turn to page -- first, thetitle, 24 | don't think it's because that they didn't
25 doyou seewhat thetitleis? It's the county 25  believethat, you know, that they wanted to be
Page 27 Page 29
1 residents answersto amended and supplemented 1 annexed. But other people | reached out via
2 answersto interrogatories? 2 email or some other way that | had to contact,
3 A Yes 3 actually got back to me after the closing date,
4 Q |If youturnto page 2, please, question 3 says, 4 | believeit was January 6th or around that that
5 "Identify each fact witness that you plan to 5  we had to have the signatures submitted, and
6 call totestify inthislawsuit and provide a 6 they got back to me like aweek later or
7 summary of their anticipated testimony." 7 something. And it wasimportant; they didn't
8 Do you see that? 8 redlizeit was such adeadline.
9 A Yes | do. 9 | know that the Herald-Times is our local

10 Q Now, if you turn to page 4, do you see your name
11  issecond from the bottom?

12 A Yes.

13 Q It says, "If called, Ms. Parmenter would be

14  asked to testify as alandowner about her

15 opposition to annexation, city services versus
16  other provided services, and the impact of

17  annexation upon her and upon other

18 ingtitutions.”

19 Do you see that?

20 A Yes, | do.

21 Q You'vetaked about several things, you've
22 identified several things, we've looked at your
23 notes. Isthere anything else about the

24 annexation, your opposition to it, city services
25  versus other provided services, or the impact of

10 newspaper and used to have a circulation of

11  maybe 30,000 people aday, and thisis a comment
12 that | heard directly from aretired reporter.

13 Andwhen | heard him make that statement

14  probably about two years ago, he said that it

15 wasdown to 8,000 people per day. And people
16  arenotintune with the local news like they

17  used to be, because they're maybe reading it on
18 Facebook and don't get the whole information, or
19 it'sbecometoo costly and they can't afford

20 that, and they don't -- they can't afford the

21  paper, to subscribe, because the local news

22 doesn't seem to be prompt and it might be a week
23 later reporting.

24 And so | think people didn't -- | think if

25 every single person that didn't sign were

8 (Pages 26 - 29)

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



Page 30
actually asked if they werein favor of being

1
2 annexed, then we would have had well over the
3 required signatures to not be having the
4  conversations today, and annexation would have
5 ended.
6 Q Andthat'syour belief just based on your role
7  inopposing the annexation, the interactions
8  you've had with people and communications
9 with--
10 A That's my personal belief based on interactions
11  that I've had with people. And when | have
12 conversations with them about why | oppose
13 annexation, it'snot like they're forced to
14  agree because they want to agree with what Megan
15 hastosay. But they seethe validity in these
16  points, in not receiving the services that would
17  bepaid for. And theincreasein taxes, what
18 may dotothem, if it'saretired person, would
19 have adifferent impact on their monthly or
20 yearly budgeting than it doesto mewho is
21 working and has many work years ahead of myself
22 So | strongly believe that if everyone were

1 Q Do you understand that that's a private road?
2 A | do. And when | bought the home, | did know

3

© oo ~NO O~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19 Q Sure. | guess|'masking adlightly different

20

21 A Okay.
22 Q Do you know, does the County do anything

Page 32

that it'sa private road. And as part of the
homeowners association, | would pay for the snow
removal and for trash removal, which isfrom
Ava's Trash.

But I'm not -- but the -- they're not
trying to take me over. The City is drawing me
in. And when you look on the website that says,
"These are the benefits that you will receive,"
it says "Areas annexed into Bloomington receive
enhanced services including trash and recycling
curbside collection, street and sidewak/path
construction and maintenance."

And so if that's advertised by the City,
then | should receive those services, regardless
if | privately pay for that now or not, because
the City wants to take in my neighborhood.

question, so let me ask it thisway.

23 informed and given away to sign that was 23 currently, does Monroe County do anything
24 convenient for them, that they would have 24 currently to maintain the road you live on?
25 signed -- many people, many more peoplewould |25 A They do not.
Page 31 Page 33
1 havesigned against annexation. 1 MR. McNEIL: Those are al the questions |
2 MR. McNEIL: We're going to take a break 2 havefor you.
3  off therecord. 1I'm going to go talk with 3 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
4  Steve. You may talk with Mr. Beggs or 4 CROSS-EXAMINATION,
5 Mrs. Clements, that'sfine. Then well come 5 QUESTIONSBY WILLIAM J. BEGGS:
6  back and see if there's any further questions. 6 Q Megan, | think | heard you say, when you were
7 THE WITNESS: Okay. 7  answering questions of Mr. McNeil, words to the
8 MR. McNEIL: You canthink of anythingelse | 8  effect that ahomein the city would be alot
9  you wanted to add while we're off the record. 9  cheaper than ahome in the county.
10  If anything comesto mind, just let me know when | 10 Did | hear that correctly? And if so, was
11 we get back on the record. 11  that what you meant to say? Because the things
12 THE WITNESS: All right. 12 before and after didn't seem to line up.
13 (A recess was taken between 10:56 am. and 13 A Okay.

14 10:58 am.)

15 BY MR. McNEIL:

16 Q Ms. Parmenter, | just want go back to your
17  neighborhood.

18 A Yes.

19 Q Doesthe neighborhood association pay currently
20 for someone to maintain the road?

21 A Yes

22 Q Who do they use?

23 A We pay snow removal.

24 Q Do you know what company?

25 A Nature'sLink.

14 Q $So help usunderstand.
15 A Thank you for clarifying, because that is not

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

what | meant.

In my search for homes, homes within the
city limits are more expensive than homes within
the county. And you get more square footage in
the county and you have lower property taxesin
the county because you're receiving the county
services rather than the city services.

So on a single income when I'm looking for
somewhere, then I'm looking in the county. Or
if | am looking in the city, thenit'sa
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1 significantly smaller home for the price, when 1  peopleof our community, we should not be
2 I'm considering the mortgage and the taxes and 2 involuntarily annexed. And if the City wantsto
3 theinsurance and everything else that comes 3 do so, they should do so through voluntary
4 with owning a home. 4 annexation.
5 MR. BEGGS: No further questions. Thank 5 (Time noted: 11:04 am.)
6 you. 6 AND FURTHER THE DEPONENT SAITH NOT.
7 DIRECT EXAMINATION, 7
8 QUESTIONSBY ANDREW M. McNEIL: 8
9 Q Just for the record, | heard your answer the way °
10 you just described it. Maybe you said it
11 differently at adifferent time, but | certainly 10 MEGAN PARMENTER
12 heard you say what you just said. E
13 A Okay. Thank you. 13
14 MR. McNEIL: | have no further questions on 14
15 those questions. 15
16 MR. BEGGS: You're finished. 16
17 THEWITNESS: | was going to say one more | 1
18  thing. 18
19 BY MR. McNEIL: 19
20 Q Isthere anything else you would like to say 20
21  about the annexation before we're off the 21
22  record? 22
23 A Yes. Thank you for the final opportunity. 23
24 | just, really thinking about what | do for 24
25 my school and the community, I'm really about 25
Page 35 Page 37
1 doing theright thing. And | don't feel like 1 STATE OF INDIANA )
2 involuntary annexation is the right thing for ) SS:
3 thepeoplein our community. | know that there 2 COUNTY OF HAMILTON )
4  arepeoplethat livein, say, for example, the 3 1, JanineA. Ferren, aNotary Publicin and
5  doughnut or some people call it theisland 4 for the County of Hamilton, State of Indiana at
6  within thecity, that some of them do want the 5 large, do hereby certify that MEGAN PARMENTER, the
7 city services because they have failing septics 6 deponent herein, was by me first dgly sworn to tell
8  and need to hook up to city utilities, and that 7 thetruth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
9  issomething that they would like to do, and 8 truth in the aforementioned matter;
10  they should be able to voluntarily join those lg bm;:a(‘) f”:‘hioég';‘% :neti":t“tﬁz Z)Vf?fczk;‘ on
E rwgﬁ?tls,;hi nk for other people within the 11 Bloomington City Hall, 401 North Morton Street,
. . . 12 Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana, on the 1st day
13 community who don't want to b_e part of the city, 13 of March 2024, commencing at the hour of
14 thatwe ShO.UId .nOt be forced to. Jomn. 14 10:24 am., pursuant to the Indiana Rules of Trial
15 And | think it's -- when | think about 15 Procedure;
16 thingsthat are theright thing to do, if | 16 That ssid deposition was taken down
17  truly thought this was the right thing to do, 17 stenographically and transcribed under my
18  then | wouldn't be here today with the County 18 direction, and that the typewritten transcript isa
19  Residents Against Annexation. Maybe my 19 true record of the testimony given by the said
20  signature would have been on that paper, maybe | 20 deponent; and thereafter presented to said deponent
21 not. | probably wouldn't have signed if | 21 for her signature;
22 didn't think thiswas -- you know, if opposing 22 That the parties were represented by their
23  annex wasn't theright thing to do, | would not 23 counse as aforementioned.
24 have signed that paper. 24 | do further certify that | am a disinterested
25 And so | just strongly feel that, for the 25 person in this cause of action; that | am not a
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1 relative or attorney of any party, or otherwise ! DEPOSITION REVIEW
. . . . CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS
2 interested in the event of this action, and am not 2
3 inthe employ of the attorneys for any party. 3 CASENAME Couty Resdents Agant Amnecton I, e
4 | N Wl TN ESS WH EREOF, I ha\/e hereunto Set m) v. The Common Council Of The City Of Bloomington, Monroe County,
5 hand and affixed my notarial seal on this 15th Indiana, et al.
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 3/1/2024
6 day of March 2024. 4 WITNESS NAME: Megan Parmenter
7 5 In accordance with the Rules of Civil
8 - 2 -~ Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
Ve ql f e 6 my testimony or it has been read to me.
9 A /')/ t _ 7 | have made no changes to the testimony
4 astranscribed by the court reporter.
8
10 Janine A. Ferren o i I ——
11 10 Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
12 Notary Public in and for the State and County,
. - . 11  thereferenced witness did personally appear
Seal, Notary Public My Commission Expires: and acknowledge that:
13 State of Indiana April 22, 2024 12
. ! . ! They have read the transcript;
14 Janine A. Ferren County of Residence: 13 They signed the foregoing Sworn
Commission No. NP0681591  Hamilton atement; and .
14 Their execution of this Statement is of
15 their free act and deed.
15
ig | have affixed my name and official seal
16
18 this day of , 20
17
19
20 18 Notary Public
19
21 Commission Expiration Date
22 20
21
23 2
24 2
24
25 25
Page 39 Page 41
. : 1 DEPOSITION REVIEW
1 Veritext Legal Solutions CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS
1100 Superior Ave 2
. ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6465811
2 Suite 1820 ) 3 CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexation, Inc., et al.
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 v. The Common Council Of The City Of Bloomington, Monroe County,
. o Indiana, et a.
3 Phone: 216-523-1313 DATE OF DEPOSITION: 3/1/2024
4 March 15, 2024 4 WITNESS NAME: Megan Parmenter
5 To: William J. Beggs, Esq. 5 In accordance with the Ru_ls of Civi_I
K i . Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
6 Case Name: County Residents Against Annexation, Inc., et a. v. The 6 my testimony or it has been read to me.
Common Council Of The City Of Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana, et | 7 I have listed my changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, listing page and line numbers as
7 d. 8 well asthe reason(s) for the change(s).
8 Veritext Reference Number: 6465811 9 I request that these changes be entered
X . as part of the record of my testimony.
9 Witness: Megan Parmenter Deposition Date: 3/1/2024 10
10 Dear Sir/Madam: | have executed the Errata Sheet, as well
. X . 11 asthis Certificate, and request and authorize
11 The deposition transcript taken in the above-referenced that both be appended to the transcript of my
12 matter, with the reading and signing having not been 12 testimony and beincorporated therein.
13
13 expressly waived, has been completed and is available Date Megan Parmenter
14 for review and signature. Please call our office to 14
. . Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
15 make arrangements for a convenient location to 15 Notary Publicin and for the State and County,
16 accomplish thisor if you prefer a certified transcript the referenced witness did personally appear
17 b h 16  and acknowledge that:
can be purchased. 17 They have read the transcript;
18 If the erratais not returned within thirty days of your They have listed all of their corrections
. . . - . 18 in the appended Errata Sheet;
19 receipt of this|etter, the reading and signing will be They signed the foregoing Sworn
20 deemed waived. 19 Statement; and
Their execution of this Statement is of
21 20 their free act and deed.
Sincerely, 21 I have affixed my name and official seal
22 this day of , 20,
22 —
23
23 Production Department Notary Public
24 24
25 NO NOTARY REQUIRED IN CA 25 Commission Expiration Date
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1 ERRATA SHEET
VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS MIDWEST
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2 ASSIGNMENT NO: 3/1/2024
3 PAGE/LINE(S)/ CHANGE /REASON
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20 Date Megan Parmenter
21 SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
22 DAY OF , 20
23
Notary Public
24
25 Commission Expiration Date
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Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure
Depositions Upon Oral Examination

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness--Changes--Signing.

(1) When the testimony 1is fully transcribed, the
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for
reading and signing and shall be read to or by him,
unless such reading and signing have been waived by
the witness and by each party. “Submitted to the
witness” as used in this subsection shall mean (a)
mailing of written notification by registered or
certified mail to the witness and each attorney
attending the deposition that the deposition can be
read and examined in the office of the officer
before whom the deposition was taken, or (b),
mailing the original deposition, by registered or
certified mail, to the witness at an address
designated by the witness or his attorney, if
requested to do so by the witness, his attorney, or

the party taking the deposition.

(2) If the witness desires to change any answer in
the deposition submitted to him, each change, with

a statement of the reason therefor, shall be made




by the witness on a separate form provided by the
officer, shall be signed by the witness and affixed
to the original deposition by the officer. A copy
of such changes shall be furnished by the officer

to each party.

(3) If the reading and signing have not been waived
by the witness and by each party the deposition
shall be signed by the witness and returned by him
to the officer within thirty (30) days after it 1is
submitted to the witness. If the deposition has
been returned to the officer and has not been
signed by the witness, the officer shall execute a
certificate of that fact, attach it to the original
deposition and deliver it to the party taking it.
In such event, the deposition may be used by any
party with the same force and effect as though it

had been signed by the witness.

(4) In the event the deposition is not returned to
the officer within thirty (30) days after it has
been submitted to the witness, the reporter shall
execute a certificate of that fact and cause the
certificate to be delivered to the party taking it.

In such event, any party may use a copy of the




deposition with the same force and effect as though

the original had been signed by the witness.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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