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PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: Good afternoon. M nane
I's Andrew Pronschinske; | amthe reporter assigned by
Veritext to take the record of this proceeding. W
are now on the record at 1:08 p. m

This is the deposition of Kerry
Thonpson taken in the matter of County Residents
Agai nst Annexation, Inc., an Indiana not for profit
corporation, et al. vs. The Common Council of the City
of Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, Indiana, et al. on
March 8, 2024, at the Bloom ngton City Hall, 401 North
Morton Street, Room 225, Bl oom ngton, |ndiana 47404.

| am a notary authorized to take
acknow edgnments and adm ni ster oaths in Indiana.

Addi tionally, absent an objection on
the record before the witness is sworn, all parties
and the w tness understand and agree that any
certified transcript produced fromthe recordi ng of
t his proceedi ng:

- is intended for all uses permtted
under applicabl e procedural and
evidentiary rules and laws in the
sanme nmanner as a deposition recorded
by stenographi c neans; and

- shall constitute witten stipulation
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of such.

At this time will everyone in
attendance please identify yourself for the record,
begi nning fromny left.

MR. BEGGS: Bill Beggs on behal f of
petitioners.

M5. CLEMENTS: Margaret Clenents,
County Resi dents Agai nst Annexati on.

M5. RICE: Margie Rice, Corporation
Counsel .

MR. UNGER: Stephe Unger, counsel for
the City.

MR. MCNEIL: Andrew McNeil, counsel for
the City, present for the witness as well.

M5. THOWPSON: Kerry Thonpson.

THE REPORTER: Thank you.

Hearing no objection, | will now swear
in the wtness.

Pl ease raise your right hand.
VWHEREUPON,

KERRY THOVPSON,
call ed as a witness and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as follows:

THE REPORTER: We may proceed.
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Q WIIl you please state your full nanme for the
record?

A Kerry Thonpson.

Q Your occupation, please?

A Mayor, City of Bl oom ngton.

Q Your busi ness address?

A 401 North Morton, Bl oom ngton, I|ndiana.

Q As you undoubtedly know, Mayor Thonpson,
"1l be asking you questions today. |If at any tine
you don't hear the question, don't understand the
guestion, or need nme to repeat it for any reason
what soever, you please let ne know and |I'1|l be happy
to do so. Ckay?

A Mm hnrm

Q You are going to be at tines asked questions

A
Q

BY MR, BEGGS:

that would call for a yes or a no, and if you happen
to shake or nod or say uh-huh or uh-huh, even though |
woul d probably know what you neant, that's hard for
himto type. So if | correct you or ask you to
clarify it, please don't be offended. |'mjust trying

to get a clear record.

Page 7
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You have an injured | eg, foot, sonme part,
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and if any tinme you need to take a break for that, |
hope you'll please |let us know and we'll be happy to
accommpdat e you.

A Thank you.

Q Sone of this we know, Mayor, but we're
maki ng a record here. You becane nmayor when, please?

A January 1, 2024.

Q And you becane a candi date for nmayor when,
pl ease?

A Oficially about, | don't know, January
2023.

Q Okay. That's fine. And in your capacity as
the mayor of the City of Bl oom ngton, I|ndiana, are you
at the head of the civil governnent?

A I am

Q And do you speak for the civil governnent of

the City of Bloom ngton?

A | do.
Q Wth regard to this issue that we're here to
tal k about today, | think you know we're here to talk

about the involuntary annexation by the City of
Bl oom ngton of areas 1A and 1B. Do you know what |'m
referring to when | say that?

A Yes.

Q And have you had occasion in the past, |
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guess it's roughly alnmost 14 nonths, to give public
statenents and make public statenents and answer
questions publicly about the annexation, both of 1A
and 1B and of the other areas that are not the subject
of this |awsuit?

A Yes.

Q You speak for the Thonpson Adm nistration
today; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q If areas 1A and 1B are involuntarily annexed

by the City of Bloom ngton, will you be the head of

t he governnment that woul d be the governnment in which

t hey reside?
A Yes.
Q If 1A and 1B are involuntarily annexed by

the City of Bloomington, will you be the head of the

governnmental entity responsible for delivering city

services, both capital and non-capital nature, to
t hose areas?
A Yes.
Q Do you contend in any manner that delivery

of either water or sewer service to residents of the
City of Bloom ngton is delivered by an entity other
t han the governnent over which you preside?

A It is delivered by the City of Bl oom ngton

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Utilities.

Q And is that the sanme entity over which you
are the head?

A Correct.

Q In front of you is an exhibit that's been
mar ked as Exhi bit 56.

(Exhibit 56 was marked for

identification.O

And I'Il ask first, do you recogni ze the map

that's marked as 567

A | do.

Q And does it reflect the areas that the City

S

of Bloom ngton is attenpting to involuntarily annex
wi t hin Monroe County, |ndiana?

A It appears to, yes. It is -- it is a bit of
a small scale, but | would assume that this is one of
our maps.

Q And I'Il represent to you that | think it
t 0o.

A Yes.

Q If it isn"t, that wouldn't be intentional.

We took this | believe fromthe City's website, but we

intend it to be the same one, If there's a difference.

That's not intentional, | assure you. Do you know how

many owners of property there are in area 1A?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A | do not.

Q Do you know of how nmany there are in 1B?

A | do not.

Q Is that information that you have known and

you don't know today, or you just have never known

t hat ?
A | have never known the specifics of that.
Q Do you know how many acres there are in 1A?
A | do not.
Q What about 1B?
A | do not.
Q And is that information that you have known

at sonme point, you're just forgetting, or you've never
known t hose?

A | have never known those.

Q From your perspective, your seat as the
mayor of the City of Bloom ngton, is the nunber of
acres in 1A and 1B or the nunber of residents in 1A
and 1B significant?

A ' m not sure | understand what you nean.

Q Yeah, thank you. Does it matter to you as
the mayor to know the nunmber of acres or the nunber of
residents within 1A and 1B?

A It matters to ne that we understand

the -- the general service provision needed, which is
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i npact ed by the nunber of residents and di stance from
fire houses and police stations and things.

Q | want to say sone of that back and nmake
sure | --

A But |I'mnot sure that the specific nunber of
residents is -- if it varies by ten people, it won't
be an inpact on the -- on our ability to provide
services, for instance.

Q I understand. Do you know approxi mately the

acreage or the nunmber of owners of property within 1A

and 1B?
A | don't.
Q So to that last point you made about, you

know, varying within ten or so, you don't even know
within thousands, | take it, is that correct, of
peopl e or hundreds of acres, or do you have sone idea
within those paraneters?

A | don't.

Q Is it significant to the Thonpson
Adm nistration that a majority of property owners
within 1A and 1B oppose being involuntarily annexed by
the City of Bl oom ngton?

A My hope would be that at sone point, these
property owners understand that they are welcone into

the City of Bloomington. And | understand that there
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are enough that have signed a renonstrance agai nst the
annexation, and it will be ny job as mayor to ensure
that we not only provide them services but that we do
our best to listen to them and help them feel wel cone.
Q | heard every word you said. Let ne nmake
sure | understand. | intended to ask, does the
Thonpson Adm nistration consider it significant that a
majority of the property owners in 1A and 1B oppose
being involuntarily annexed. |s the answer yes or no?
A | guess --
MR. MCNEIL: Hold on. Objection.
Asked and answered. M scharacterizes her answer.
You can respond.
BY MR. BEGGS:
Q Yeah, | don't want to characterize your
answer. | just want to get the answer. So you may

answer, pl ease.

A Yeah, | guess | don't know what you nean by
significant. Do | care that people are opposed?
Absol utely.

Q And why so?

A Because | think, you know, what is very
| nportant to me in being the executive in this
governnental entity is that we are, to the best of our

ability, providing an inclusive and responsive

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 14

governnment. And so it is significant to ne in know ng
t hat we are conducting an involuntary annexati on that
t here are enough residents that say, this wasn't what

| wanted. | should care, as their mayor. |If | becone
their mayor, | want themto know | do care and that
"1l do my best to address their needs and concerns.

Q Does the Thonpson Adm ni stration consi der
that it knows the best interests of the residents and
owners of 1A and 1B better than the residents of 1A
and 1B know t hensel ves their best interests?

MR. MCNEIL: Object to the extent it
calls for a I egal conclusion under the statute.

You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | believe that | -- | do
believe that the City, ny adm nistration, knows how to
facilitate a city governnment well and that these are
areas that have already been urbani zed.

BY MR. BEGGS:

Q Ckay. But does the Adm nistration contend
that it knows the best interests of the owners and
residents of 1A and 1B better than the residents and
owners of 1A and 1B know t hensel ves?

MR. MCNEIL: Sane objection.

You can answer .

THE W TNESS: In order to know an
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i ndi vidual's needs, | would need to know t hat

I ndividual. So | wouldn't hypothetically answer a
questi on about a group of individuals.

BY MR, BEGGS:

Q Do you understand, Mayor, that the court
will be called upon in this case to consider the best
I nterests of the residents and owners of 1A and 1B?

MR. MCNEIL: Object to the extent it
m scharacterizes the statute.

You can answer.

THE W TNESS: | understand that the
court is deciding whether or not these areas should b
annexed and are already urbanized areas.
BY MR. BEGGS:

Q So let nme understand that, please. You
think the trial in which you' ve been identified as a
witness will require the court to decide if 1A and 1B
shoul d be annexed and if they are urbani zed areas?
Did | hear that correctly? Don't let ne put words in
your nmouth. | don't want to m squote you.

MR. MCNEIL: Still objection. Calling
for | egal conclusions.

But you can answer.

MR. BEGGS: Well, I'"mnot calling for

conclusion. | just want to understand the | ast

e

a

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376




© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 16

answer, is what |"'mtrying to do.

MR. MCNEIL: Sane objection to the
question that pronpted the | ast answer.

MR. BEGGS: Fair enough.

THE W TNESS: Yes. That's part of what
that court is deciding.

BY MR, BEGGS:

Q The best interests of the residents of 1A
and 1B?

A If it is -- the court is deciding not
necessarily the -- the overall best interests of

I ndi vidual residents, but in fact if these properties
shoul d be annexed into the City of Bloom ngton. And
it's my understanding that part of that is whether or
not it causes undue harmto those residents.

Q | don't want to ask you anything your
attorneys have told you, so if your attorneys have
told you that, please say so. But fromwhere did you
get the understanding that the court at the trial wll
be required to determ ne undue harmto the owners and
resi dents of 1A and 1B?

A | -- I don't have a |l egal degree. | nean,

Q Fai r enough.

A | understand -- you know, | understand the
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base principles that need to be proven in the -- in
t he annexation hearing. And so you can drill down o
t he | egal aspects, but | am not an attorney.

Q That's fine, and | didn't think you were.
And |'mcertainly not asking for a |l egal opinion. |

just asking as the head of the governnment that is

n

"m

attenpting an involuntary annexation over the areas we

call 1A and 1B, ultimtely the original question was
i f the governnment believes it knows the best interes
of the residents and owners of 1A and 1B better than
resi dents and owners know t hensel ves.
A | believe I've asked -- answered that
guestion twi ce now.
Q Coul d you pl ease --
A | don't know --
Q | didn't understand the answer, so if you
coul d please say so, |'d appreciate it.
MR. MCNEIL: That was a |ong w nd-up.
Can you just please succinctly state the question th
you want her to answer?
MR. BEGGS: Probably not, but | wll
nmy best.
MR. MCNEIL: Thank you.
BY MR, BEGGS:
Q Does the Thonmpson Adm ni stration contend

ts

at

do

Veritext Lega Solutions
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that it knows the best interests of the owners and
residents of 1A and 1B better than the residents and
owners of 1A and 1B know their own best interests?
MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Asked and
answer ed.
You can answer again.
THE WTNESS: | do not know the best
I nterests of individuals in this annexation area.
BY MR. BEGGS:

Q | nmean, that's what | figured, but | didn't
know i f there was sone other answer, so | have to ask.
That's an issue in the trial. Does the Thonpson
Adm ni stration consider the involuntary annexation of
1A and 1B to be significant financially?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Vague.

A I don't know what significant is and -- and
significant -- can -- can you be nore specific?

Q Sure. Has the Thonpson Adm nistration
consi dered the net revenue that would result to the

City of Bloom ngton if 1A and 1B were involuntarily

annexed?

A The -- the revenue will be relatively flat
for -- in the immediate future. Insignificant.

Q And how long is the immedi ate future,
pl ease?
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A At |east five years.

Q And is that revenue | ess expenses you're
t al ki ng about, or you're tal king about gross revenue
to the City? In other words, are you netting that, or
is that a gross answer?

A Netti ng.

Q Ckay. What about the gross answer? Has the
Thonpson Adm ni stration considered the gross revenue
inflowto the City of Bloom ngton if 1A and 1B are
i nvoluntarily annexed?

A So back to your original question, that's
insignificant to a governnent because it is -- you

know, you have to take into account the revenue and
expenses when you're | ooking at anything.

Q Well, | know, and we're going to talk about
that. So you do understand the significance. So is

the economic inpact to the City of Bl oom ngton

significant in the event 1A and 1B are involuntarily
annexed?
A No.

Q Okay. And | take it fromwhat we were kind
of winding through there is, is that because you
believe the net, revenue m nus expenses | eaves you
wth anet, is relatively flat?

A Correct.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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Q Okay. So then back to -- do you know the
expected gross revenue to the City of Bl oom ngton if
1A and 1B are involuntarily annexed?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Asked and
answer ed.

You can answer again.

MR. BEGGS: It's been asked. | don't
think it's been answered.

MR. MCNEIL: |It's been answered.
There's an answer in the transcript.

You can answer agai n.

THE W TNESS: Yes. | have reviewed t
financi al docunents.

BY MR, BEGGS:

Q And how nmuch was that? What was that
number ?

A I cannot recall the exact figures.

Q Can you identify the docunment or docunents

you reviewed to relied on for that yes answer?
A The fiscal plan.
Q And do you have a ball park of the gross

revenue to the City of Bloom ngton for either 1A or
or both?

A | do not.

Q Not even within mllions of dollars?

he

1B

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A | just answered your questi on.

Q Ckay. And then to follow your thinking wth
regard to the expenses, do you have in m nd the anount
of expenses that would be incurred by the City of
Bl oom ngton in the event 1A and 1B are involuntarily
annexed?

A | have reviewed the fiscal plan and

understand that we have the capacity to provide

servi ces.

Q Right. But | was asking about expenses. |If
you don't know, it's okay. | just want to know, do
you know t he expenses that the City will incur if 1A

and 1B are annexed?

A | have reviewed the fiscal plan. | have not
menori zed the bal ances on anyt hi ng.

Q That's fine. Do you have a ball park of the
expenses?

A | do not.

Q Ckay. Wuld you -- and |'mnot asking you
to give an answer, a nunber you don't renenber, but do
you think it would be in the mllions of dollars of
gross revenue to the City of Bloom ngton if 1A and 1B
are involuntarily annexed?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Asked and

answered several tines.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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You can answer again.

THE W TNESS: Again, | do not have the
figures in front of ne.
BY MR, BEGGS:

Q No, | know that. That wasn't ny question.
l"mtrying to ask a slightly different question, so if
It sounded the sane, that wasn't ny intention. Do you
think that nunmber would be in the mllions of dollars?

A | don't know.

Q Okay. And | take it you won't know within
mllions of dollars -- same question as to expenses;
correct?

A That's correct.

Q Mayor Thonpson, do you contend t hat
residents of 1A and 1B will be financially inpacted if
they are involuntarily annexed into the City of
Bl oom ngt on?

MR. MCNEIL: Object to the extent it
calls for a |l egal conclusion under the statute.
You can answer.
THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR. BEGGS:
Q Don't know at all?
A | don't know.

Q Do you know, Mayor Thonpson, if residents of

Veritext Lega Solutions
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1A and 1B who own property would be expected to
experience property tax increases if they are
I nvoluntarily annexed?

A Many of them vyes.

Q And on what do you base that?

A They will be paying City taxes at that

Q V\hi ch are higher, you're saying?

A Yes.

Q And when you say many of themw |, can you
give ne an idea of what you nean by many, whether it'
percent age, whether it's sone other way?

A I would need to know their individua
circunstances to -- to know what increases |ook |ike
given circuit breakers and other things. And so |
don't know what percentage of people will experience
an increase.

Q Do you think it will be nmore than hal f?

A | don't know.

Q Have you at any point asked for that
guestion to be answered for you?

A | have not.

Q Is that information that you believe you
have had at one point but you just don't renenber

t oday, or you've never known?

S
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A I do not know. | have never known.

Q So | want to make sure | follow. The
original question was, do you think residents who own
property in 1A and 1B will be financially inpacted,
and | think you said yes by virtue of property tax
increase. |Is that the sumtotal of the inpact?

A Yes.

Q Have you at any point been presented wth
that nunmber -- if |1've already asked that, |
apol ogi ze -- but with that nunber of increased
property taxes that 1A and 1B owners would pay if
i nvoluntarily annexed?

A No.

Q So you just don't know, period?

A Correct.

Q If the -- I'"mnot asking you the nunber
because | think we've well established you don't know
t he nunbers specifically or even within the mllions,
but my question is a little different. W wll pay
that difference in revenue to the City of Bl oom ngton

if 1A and 1B are involuntarily annexed?

A That will come from property taxes of the
owners.
Q So the owners and residents of 1A and 1B

wll pay that?
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That's correct.
Anybody el se?
No.

o r» O »

l'"d like to ask you about sewer service for
a nonment, please. What is your adm nistration's plan
for extendi ng sewer services to areas 1A and 1B if

I nvol untary annexati on goes through?

A Qur -- our plan is to -- to look at it on a
case- by-case basis and determ ne -- determ ne
provi si on of sewer extensions.

Q WIIl you please explain for nme what you nean
by determ ne provision of sewer extensions?

A Currently, folks within the city, if -- you
know, it depends on if there's a nain there, etcetera,
etcetera. |If there's a main there and a |lateral is
needed, then those would be authorized. Currently,

sewer mains are put in by the devel oper.

Q Yeah, at their --

A Wth the -- policy, yeah.

Q At the devel oper's expenses?

A That's correct.

Q So the City won't be installing any mains or

| ateral s because the devel opers do that; right?
A | didn't say that. | said that we would be

happy to look at it on a project basis.
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Q You did, and | don't want to m scharacterize
you. | want to understand.

A Yeah.

Q So do | understand correctly that the answer

is, our policy is we don't install sewer mains and

sewer laterals as a policy of the City of Bl oom ngton;

correct?
A We don't finance those, that's correct.
Q But your testinony here is that you woul d

consi der that on a case-by-case basis in 1A and 1B if
presented with a request or a question?

A W -- we will ook at provision of those
ki nds of services on a case-by-case basis. |'m not
prom sing that we're going to put themin. And
| aterals are provided within the city limts, the
ability to tap into our sewer.

Q At whose expense?

A At the property owner's expenses.

Q So if a person who owns property in 1A or 1B
beconmes involuntarily annexed and they want to, |
think you said tap onto the city's sewer system they

do so at their expense?

A That's correct. Sanme with all city
resi dents.
Q Do you have any experience with cost of such
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t ap-ons or hook-ons in a residential setting?

A | do.

Q And can you give ne a sense of how one would
go about estimating -- do you know what it costs? |
think that's too broad a question. | think you're

going to tell nme this. Wat would it cost?

A About $1200.

Q And how does a person do that? Wuld they
pay the City, or would they hire that, privately
contracted, or what?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Calls for
specul ati on.

But you can answer.

THE W TNESS: So one would need a -- a
contractor to put the lateral in, and then you would
pay the fee for connecting.

BY MR, BEGGS:

Q Connection fee. At present, is there any
| ocation within 1A or 1B that your adm nistration has
identified that it will indeed install sewer service
I f involuntary annexation goes through?

A Not that | know of.

Q Am | understandi ng your answer correctly
that the way the noney would work in there is that the

property owner would pay two parties, the contractor
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who does the work and the City for the opportunity to
hook on, the hook-on fee?

A That depends. For instance, | just had a
new | ateral dug because mne failed. The contractor
that | hired wanted to pay the City's fee. | paid one
check.

Q Got it. Okay.

A It's a case-by-case basis.

Q Under st ood. Does your adm ni stration have
any plans to upgrade any existing sewer facilities
within 1A and 1B if involuntary annexati on goes
t hr ough?

A We have a capital inprovenent plan at CBU,
whi ch i ncludes inprovenents to one of our wastewater
facilities and the water treatnent plant.

Q Ckay. Which wastewater facility are you
t al ki ng about ?

A Bl ucher is the one on -- is the next one on
schedul e.

Q I's that Bottom Road thereabouts?

A | think.

Q And do you know if Blucher Poole is
| ocated -- | think it's Poole -- is located within 1A
or 1B?

A | actually don't know where each of these
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wast ewat ers go, but CBU does it as a -- you know, as a
whol e.

Q On a schedul e?

A That's right.

Q So | asked about any plans to upgrade, and
you told me CBU has a schedul e and you said Blucher is

t he next one on the schedul e?

A | believe it is.
Q And | feel like you said -- there was
anot her part to your answer, but | didn't get it

written down.

A The water treatnent plant.

Q Okay. And where's that | ocated?

A Down by the | ake.

Q Handy Road?

A Sonmewhere close to Handy, if it's not
technically on Handy.

Q Ther eabout s?

A Yeah.

Q And that's not |located in 1B or 1A, is it?

A Physically, no, but it serves them

Q O her than that predeterm ned schedul e that
you identified CBU has nmade, are you aware of any
other plans that the City has to upgrade any existing

sewer facilities if involuntary annexation of 1A and
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1B go through?

A We are doing a capacity study now. W
have -- yeah, we're doing a capacity study now.

Q And |'m sure that was responsive, but |
don't understand. Are you saying, we're doing a
capacity study to determne if we're going to be
maki ng ot her upgrades?

A Well, we have a major devel opnent that is
proposed on the south side of Bloom ngton. And so
t hat capacity study is related to that devel opnent,

not specifically to annexati on.

Q And does that proposed devel opnent have a
name?

A Yes. Summt. |Is that the official
devel opnent nanme? | think, yeah. W call it Summt.

Q And where's that | ocated? You said south,
but where?

A Tapp Road, Sudbury.

Q | got it. Okay. And so the capacity study
Is of sewer service only, or is it --
Sewer and wat er.
And what has pronpted that capacity study?
The proposal of a mmj or devel opnent.

Several thousand hones, isn't it?

> O » O >

Yes.
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Q O residents?

A That's right.

Q As we sit here today without the benefit of
that capacity study, is the City's water and sewer
facility capable of serving the Sudbury project?

A That is why we're doing a capacity study, to
ensure that we are capable of serving that before we
commt to it. We are capable of serving 1A and 1B

Q | want to conme back to that. So | take it
we're doing the study to make sure Sudbury can be
served because we're not sure; is that accurate?

A Vell, I think that what we need is a
benchmark for, do we need to -- do we need to anend
our capital inprovenent plan and at what point if
Sudbury goes through.

Q Ckay.

A So there are feasible situations |ike
Sudbury goes through, but then we only have capacity
for anot her 10,000 residents, right, 10,000
resi dences. So we would then pace the capital
| nprovenent based on what -- you know, future
devel opnent and/or not do the devel opnent.

Q And | think I heard you say that we're doing
t he study pronpted by the Sudbury proposal, but we
know we have capacity for 1A and 1B. Did | get that
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right?

A We do.

Q And how do you know t hat?

A Because on a regul ar basis, our utilities
assesses its capacity based on current draws and
processi ng, and we have quite a significant growth
potential there. So we're -- we're fine. And as you
know, many of the residents in 1A and 1B are already
connected to our utilities and in fact, signed waivers
that they would not renonstrate against a future
annexati on because these were actually intended for
annexation for the past 20 years. So CBU has been
serving them because they were intended to be part of
the city.

Q That rem nds nme. Last week in this very
room at this very table, six or eight or ten
different property owners in 1A and 1B were asked by
City attorneys if they would be agreeable to
di sconnecting their water and sewer service if
I nvol untary annexati on does not go through. Does the
Thonpson Adm ni stration have a position on that?

A We don't have any plans, but certainly, our
priority -- nmy -- nmy job is to serve the City of
Bl oom ngton. And as we've already established, CBU is

a City of Bloom ngton entity. And so if we were to
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cone up agai nst capacity, our priority would be
serving only the Cty of Bl oom ngton residents.

Q Let nme understand that, please. The
guestion that they were asked and the suggestion that
was nmade to them was that them bei ng di sconnected from
their sewer and water would turn on whet her
I nvol untary annexation goes through, not on -- but |
think | hear you saying capacity is the concern or the
I ssue. Can you help nme understand which it is?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Assunes facts
not in evidence. Questions are not evidence.

But you can answer.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | nean, ny job is
to serve the City of Bloom ngton. And when these
connections were nmade, there was an agreenent nade
t hat these would be City properties. |f annexation

doesn't go through, they're not City properties. And

so if we have City properties that want to hook on and
they can't, those would be ny priority.
BY MR, BEGGS:

Q | understand. But | thought | heard you
say, Mayor, that there is plenty of capacity in 1A and
1B. It's not a concern.

A For now.

Q So --
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A We've al so established we have a mj or
devel opnent com ng on the south side of Bl oom ngton
within the city limts, and housing is at crisis
| evels. We -- we need to add housi ng sonewhere. That
means nore people tapping onto our city utilities.

Q Do | understand from your answers correctly
t hat the deci sion of whether the Thonpson
Adm ni stration to ask owners in 1A and 1B to
di sconnect their water and sewer service depends on
just as they were asked whet her annexati on goes
t hrough or not?

A | don't have any plans to di sconnect
anybody's utilities. | want to be clear about that.
And | do have very clear plans to serve the City of
Bl oom ngton very wel | .

Q | thought you'd say that, which was why |
wanted to clear up questions that -- has your office

been receiving phone calls from fol ks who were asked
t hat question | ast week?
A No.

Q Do you happen to know, Mayor, what

expansions to sewer capacity the City of Bl oom ngton
Uilities Departnent has made within the |ast seven
years?

A | don't.
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Q How about a | onger period or a shorter
peri od?

A | don't. Not specifically.

Q Do you know -- because | just don't
understand how this gets quantified -- can you

descri be how nuch capacity there is in 1A and 1B

assum ng the Sudbury project goes through, gets

approved?
A | don't understand the question.
Q | probably don't, either. What | want to

know i s, has anybody presented you with information,

I f Sudbury is approved --

A Yes.

Q -- how nuch capacity 1A and 1B woul d have?

A So | don't know the specific answer to that
guestion. | do know that the study has taken into

account full deploynent of utilities in 1A and 1B as a
precursor to if Sudbury goes through. So the
assunption is all

Q Who's performng -- is the study finished?

A | don't know. | don't know who's perform ng
the study, and | don't even know if they've engaged
anybody. CBU has determ ned that they need a study.

Q Well, who's naking that assunption you

t al ked about a nonment ago?
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A It's been tal ked about at -- with CBU
Adm ni stration that that study is needed, and
we -- because we're tal king about inprovenents to the
wat er treatnment plant right now, we need that capacity
study, so we know how significant those inprovenents
need to be, etcetera.

Q No contract has been let, no request has

been made?

A | don't know the answer to that question.
Q | " mgoing to ask nore or |less the sane
questions as to water. If | ask you the sane

guestions about water service, is that the sane? Are
they hand in hand, the water and sewer service?

A CBU does it all, yes, and so they do the
same capital inprovenents we're doing, assessnent of

wat er provi sion and sewage treatnent.

Q So if annexation goes through and there is
any property owner in 1A -- I'mon the earlier part of
what we tal ked about on sewer. [If involuntary

annexati on goes through and a property owner in 1A or
1B wants to be connected to City water service, they
got to pay for it thenselves; is that right?

A The connecti on, yes.

Q Are you distinguishing that from sonet hi ng

el se?
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A Sorry. Everybody pays for their own water,
SO --

Q The water itself.

A Yes.

Q But how about the connection, sorry.

A Al so you pay to connect, yes.

Q Same as what we tal ked about on sewer?

A Correct.

Q So the City, | take it, then, has no plans
to connect any property within 1A or 1B to water or
sewer if involuntary annexation goes through, except
on the person's own dine, at their own expense?

A The City plans to treat the new y-annexed
property owners with the sane policies that our
current city residents have, that's correct. And you
pay for your own.

Q | asked you about replacenent of existing
sewer facilities within 1A and 1B, so | want to shift
that sanme |ine of questioning to water. |Is the answer
going to be the sane as it was with sewer with regard
to a CBU capital plan and preschedul ed --

A Yes. Sorry, | was -- | was answering
uni versally for CBU services, so that is --

Q Wat er and sewer?

A Wat er and sewer, yes.
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Q Thank you. So do | understand your answers
correctly, Mayor, that there are a lot of fol ks out
there who think that if they beconme involuntarily
annexed, that they would be furnished with City water
and sewer at the City's expense, but | think you're
telling me that's not right; am | correct?

MR. MCNEIL: Can you read that question
back, please?

BY MR. BEGGS:

Q If there are folks at 1 -- strike that.

If there are residents and owners of 1A and
1B who are under the inpression that the City w |l
provi de them connection to sewer and water if they
become involuntarily annexed, that's just not right,
Is it?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Assunes facts.

But you can answer.

THE W TNESS: The City will provide the
connection for the connection fee, yes. But the City
does not actually conme out and do the work. And it is
currently the policy that if you are not in the city,
you may not connect.

BY MR. BEGGS:
Q And that's a policy you inherited from your

predecessor; correct?
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A | did inherit that.

Q Has your adm nistration made the decision to
extend or continue that policy?

A It has been continued, yes.

Q And why's that?

A Because it is -- it is still under question
whet her the waivers will be upheld, and we don't want
to commt City service beyond the city boundaries. W
have to make sure that we can really do great work
within our city boundaries, and that's going to be our
priority.

Q And | think you made reference to it, the
ot her lawsuit, the constitutional |awsuit --

A Correct.

Q -- that the Cty has brought. So do |
understand correctly, then, that if the City prevails
in that lawsuit, it will then reopen access to sewer
and water outside of the jurisdiction of the city?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Calls for
specul ation. Lack of foundation.

You can answer.

THE WTNESS: | don't know what we're
going to do. W would be nuch nore likely to do it if
wai vers were uphel d.

Il
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BY MR, BEGGS:

A Because, you know, it is of significant
expense to maintain service, you know, to -- to any
property, and -- and goi ng outside the jurisdiction
is -- is added expense for the City. And we want
to -- as |'ve said several tinmes, we want to focus our
efforts on the residents of the city, as -- as we
shoul d.

Q When you say there's significant expense to
the City, folks that are outside of the city limts

but are served by CBU are paying for that, aren't

t hey?

but t

expense of maintaining the infrastructure.

t he -
And -
the r

I nfor

Q And why is that?

A They pay a fee for their water

hey actually -- it doesn't keep up with the

Q And why not ?

A Because it's -- it's expensive

- the mains, the treatnment facilities, etcetera.

- and especially when it's not conti
est of what we're doing.

Q Is that a brand new finding or
mation, that it's not keeping up?

A | don't believe so.

Q Do you believe that to have been established
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in the public domain before you took office?

A | don't know.

Q Did you know t hat before you took office?

A | did not.

Q Okay. | want to make sure |I'm foll ow ng
that answer. Are you saying -- in different words, of
course -- that CBU is not charging enough for the

provi sion of water and sewer services that it
furni shes outside the city limts?
A | think that would be enconpassed in a rate
study, but, you know, the provision of the
I nfrastructure and mai ntenance thereof in a geography

that is outside of what the city is ordinarily doing

and -- and where we're traveling, etcetera, is greater
expense. And -- and as a former developer, | can tel
you where the sewer is, there goes the -- the

ur bani zation. And so you're going to have -- you're

going to have a significant |oad on that sewer as soon
as you put the -- the main in.

Q | want to nmake sure |I'm understandi ng
correctly. You're telling me that CBU is not
receiving as much in paynents fromnon-city users as
It 1s expending to furnish them services; is that
ri ght?

A | believe that the cost of the actual water,
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the cost of the actual treatnment of the wastewater is
probably keeping up. |It's the infrastructure that's
expensive. And the nore mles of infrastructure we
have, the nore expensive it is.

Q And back to earlier answers you gave. The
infrastructure that you' re tal king about was install ed
not at the City's expense, but at a devel oper or
property owner's expense; right?

A That's right. But when it breaks, it's
ours.

Q And the City isn't charging enough inits

nmonthly rate for that when-it-breaks scenario?

A It's nmy understanding that it is -- that it
is not. It is expensive to -- to do that the nore
mles that we have, and -- and so it's not fully

| ncor por at ed.

Q Vell, I"'msure the mles -- | get that part.
But are you saying that, as we sit here today, CBU
does not charge enough of non-city residents for
repairs, replacenents to equi pnment that serves those

non-city residents?

A | would say it is not.

Q And your source or basis for that is what,
pl ease?

A Well, conversations with CBU about the cost
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of mai ntenance and -- and repairs and
conversation -- | can't even renmenber who it
was -- about extension -- potential extension of sewer

out si de of corporate boundaries proposed.

Q Did the person -- and | realize you don't
remenber their nane -- did the person tell you how
|l ong it has been the case that CBU is not charging
enough of its non-city residents to keep up with the
expense of repairs and repl acenents?

A No.

Q Did you get the sense it's a sudden
realization or a longer-termrealization?

A | didn't get a sense of that.

Q And so | just want to make sure | get this.
And so your adm nistration is doing what about that
| ssue?

A We are currently not doing anything about
that issue. We are waiting for these annexation
hearings to go through to see if these i ndeed becone
corporate boundaries of the City of Bloom ngton. You
know, when there's a water main break, we have to cut
i nto sonebody el se's road and get -- you know,
there's -- there's a whole process that's very
different than when it happens within the city.

Q Can you pl ease help me understand what that
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process is?
A VWell, I'm-- I"mnot a line worker, so
| -- I don't know the full process. But from-- from
my former days of doing sonme devel opnent, you know,
every tinme you touch the highway, you' ve got to go
talk to the highway departnent and you have to get the
street departnent involved and the planning departnent
I nvol ved every tinme you -- you touch any of their
stuff. Those are then not contained within
the -- building, right. And so there's -- there's a
significant -- a significant process to coordinate
when it's outside of corporate limts.
Q Oh, | see. So the deficit is in the process
of making the repairs and replacenents, it's not in
t he CBU having charged enough; is that correct?
MR. MCNEIL: Objection.
M scharacterizes the record.
You can answer.
THE W TNESS: No, that's now what |
sai d.
BY MR, BEGGS:
Q Okay. | want to understand what you said.
So --
A Yeah, | nean, there is a process chall enge,

but there's a cost challenge too.
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Q Okay. So it's both? CBU has failed to
charge enough for non-city residents and there's a
process chall enge or process cost that you're
I dentifying; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q Do you know if the devel oper of the proposed
project at the Sudbury Farm has been advi sed that the
City m ght not have enough capacity to serve that
proj ect?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Assunes facts.

You can answer.

THE W TNESS: That has not been our
assessnent, actually. And what | stated earlier is
that we're going to do a capacity assessnent so that
we know what our growth potential is beyond Sudbury.
BY MR, BEGGS:

Q Oh, so we're not assessing because we're
concerned that if Sudbury conmes on |line, we don't have
capacity, we're assessing for projects beyond Sudbury?

A That's correct.

Q Thank you. You did say that, | apol ogi ze.
And the way that 1A and 1B residents and owners m ght
have to di sconnect their sewer and water service,
whi ch you've said is not your intention, even though

t hey' ve been presented with that in this case, is if
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Sudbury were to go through and ot her devel opnent in
the city were to use up that capacity; is that right?

A What | think | said was | don't have any
plans to di sconnect sewer. |t definitely would be
part of the conversation when we're | ooking at
capacity.

Q Do you happen to know, is City water and
sewer service extended to the entirety of areas 1A and
1B, as we sit here today?

A | do not believe that it is.

Q Do you know on any kind of a basis, whether

fractional, percentage, what portions of 1A and 1B are

not served by City water and sewer service, as we sit
here t oday?

A | do not.

Q Ask you about sidewal ks. Does your

adm ni stration have a plan with respect to the
installation of sidewalks in 1A and 1B if involuntary
annexati on goes through?

A W will also take that on a case-by-case
basis and incorporate theminto our City sidewal k
pl an.

Q So fromthat answer, do | correctly
under stand, Mayor, that it would be treated |ike water

and sewer where those fol ks would have to pay to build
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their own sidewal ks?

A Again, | think it would be a case-by-case
basis. New devel opnents are required to -- the
devel opers are required to install sidewalks.
Currently, there is not any kind of mandate for

existing residents to install a sidewal k where there

IS not one.
Q So therefore, in those areas of 1A and 1B
that have no current existing sidewalk, will the City

be putting sidewal ks in for thenf

A So, again, we'll do that on a case-by-case
basi s, and, you know, ny -- ny genui ne expression is
that | am | ooking forward to talking to residents
about what they want. Sone residents, |'msure, don't
want sidewal ks, and others may. We do have a sidewal k
programin the city where, for instance, a
nei ghbor hood could apply to be part of our sidewalk
program and get installation and/or repair of their
sidewal ks. So | think that's one of the things that
after annexation goes through, we could tal k about.

Q But as we sit here today, you're not
prepared to say that a person who owns property in 1A
or 1B is going to have a sidewalk installed by the
City necessarily if they're involuntarily annexed?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Asked and
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answer ed.
You can answer.
BY MR, BEGGS:

Q Because that's going to be a case-by-case
basis, and they can sign up if they want; is that
right?

A Ri ght .

Q Is there a scenario within the sidewal k
program where the property owner pays for the sidewal k
t hensel ves?

A | don't know if that's within the sidewalk
program because our sidewal k programis a funding
mechani sm

Q Let me try again there. 1|s there a scenario
where the property owner in 1A and 1B, if
i nvoluntarily annexed, would not have to pay for the

installation of a sidewal k at their property if they

want one after the conversation you've tal ked about
and so forth?

A Yes.

Q And that would conme through what source?

A The sidewal k program

Q Ckay. So the sidewalk -- is that a witten

program is that published sonme place, the terns and

conditions of it?
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A | don't -- | actually don't know exactly
where it is, but it is an application process
that -- that nei ghborhoods and/or individuals can
apply to. And |I'm happy to provide those details
| ater.

Q Are there criteria for the granting or
denyi ng of sidewal k program benefits that you know of ?

A Yes, but | don't know what they are.

Q Okay.
A There is an eval uati on process.
Q As we sit here today, just to nake sure

bef ore we nove on, Mayor, as we sit here today, your
adm ni stration has no specific location in mnd where
it will install sidewal ks if involuntary annexation
goes through; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q And | take it there m ght be and there m ght
not be installation of sidewal ks on properties in 1A
and 1B because that's going to be decided on a
case-by-case basis; is that correct?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Asked and
answer ed.

You can answer.
BY MR, BEGGS:

Q Is that correct?
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A Correct.
MR. MCNEIL: Bill, if you're swtching
of f of sidewal ks, it's been about an hour and 10, 15
m nutes --
MR. BEGGS: Let's do it. Break's fine.
MR. MCNEIL: Thank you. Fi ve-,
ten-m nute break?
MR. BEGGS: Sure.
THE REPORTER: Off the record at 2:13

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: We are now back on the
record at 2:27 p. m
BY MR. BEGGS:

Q Mayor Thonpson, we've taken a

ten-m nute-or-so break. And, again, if you need to
take any nore breaks, you can just let me know W'l
be happy to accommodate that. W were just talking
about sidewal ks before we took a break, and |' m goi ng
to ask you about street lights and |I'messentially
going to ask you the sanme and simlar informtion.
Does your adm nistration have any plans to construct
or install street lights in any areas of 1A and 1B if
they are involuntarily annexed?

A We do not have specific plans. Again, we
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woul d take it on a project-by-project basis.

Q And this m ght be simlar to sidewal ks and
sewer and water, it mght not, but with regard to
street lights, if a person happens to be in one of
those cases that the City says are appropriate for
street lights, would those street lights be installed
at the expense of the City or at the expense of the

property owner?

A Again, we would take that on a case-by-case
basi s.

Q Even the funding? Even the expense?

A Well, nost |ikely, expenses woul d
be -- typically, street |lights are not individual

property owner. They're in a devel opnent, so we
would -- we would need to make plans with
nei ghbor hoods on how t hat woul d happen.

Q So it sounds like the neighborhoods or the
owners within the nei ghborhoods m ght be paying for
those; is that right?

A Correct.

Q Is it likely they would be paying?
A | don't know.
Q Has the Thonpson Adm ni stration consi dered

| nposing a fee on people who live in 1A and 1B for

using the streets of the City of Bloom ngton if
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i nvol untary

you.

BY MR, BEGGS:

Q If it does not go through.
A We have not.
Q Mayor, are there any econom c devel opnent

projects wt

A Not to nmy know edge.

Q I's
about or res
A It
Q Ar

facilities,

that the City has paid to install or construct?

A No.
Q I's
or attenpted
A No.
Q Do

bui | di ngs or
w thin 1A or
A I

services 'cause there's plenty of sewer and water
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annexati on goes through?
MR. MCNEIL: MWait, if it goes through?
MR. BEGGS: If it -- excuse ne, thank

hin 1A or 1B, to your know edge?

t hat sonmething that you have inquired
earched or attenpted to find out?

IS not.
e you aware of any inprovenents,

buil dings, or the like within 1A and 1B

t hat sonmething that you have researched

to identify or find out?

es the City, to your know edge, have any
any |l ocations where it furnishes services
1B?

don't know. We -- we provide a |lot of
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t here.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A That's what | know about.

Q Mayor Thonpson, are you aware of any project
or location within areas 1A or 1B that you believe
woul d attract a nmjor new business enterprise to

Bl oom ngton?

A ' m not .
Q Or expand an existing business enterprise?
A | know of no pl ans.

Q Mayor Thonpson, is it your admnistration's
contention that areas 1A and 1B are needed by the City
of Bl oom ngton?

A It is not my contention that they are
needed. It is my contention that they are already
ur bani zed zones where we're providing City water and
sewer, and they have been intended for annexation for
the entirety of ny existence in this comunity. And
soit's -- it's not a needs-based assessnent.

They -- they already are behaving as if they' re part
of the City of Bloom ngton.

Q And you've used the phrase a couple of tinmes
today, so | better go back and ask. | think you said
ur bani zed area. What does that nean, please?

A Sonme densification of devel opnent proximate
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to the city.

Q Is there any other definition besides sonme
densification of devel opnent proximate to the city?

A |'"msure there are, but that's ny
definition.

Q | think you already answered this, but |
want to make sure. Does your adm nistration have sonme
i ntention to use 1A or 1B for its devel opnment?

MR. MCNEIL: What's the its in that
guestion?

MR. BEGGS: For the city's devel opnent.

THE W TNESS: | -- 1 don't really
under st and what you' re saying.
BY MR. BEGGS:

Q Is there sone plan, is there sone intent, is
t here sone vision, sone picture that your
adm ni stration has of 1A and 1B, of those areas being

used for the City of Bloom ngton's devel opnent?

A No. There's no vision or such.
Q Nor a pl an?

A No.

Q Nor an intention?

A Correct.

Q Do you happen to know, Mayor Thonpson, how

many residents per acre there are in 1A and 1B?
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A | don't. | know where to find that
information, if | need it.

Q And where's that?

A In the annexation pl an.

Q Okay. When you say in the annexation plan,

are you tal king about the fiscal plan prepared by M.

Reedy?

A That's correct.

Q And which version of that are you referring
to?

A | -- I don't know what version, but, you

know, we have plenty of City staff that have been

wor king on this for sone tine and have access to al

of this kind of information. So it's not -- these

aren't things |I've nenorized or needed to ask about.
Q Under stood. Do you know which of those

pl ans you have revi ewed?

A | don't.

Q Is it just one?

A Correct.

Q Mayor Thonpson, do you know how nmuch of
areas 1A and 1B are subdi vi ded?

A | don't.

Q How many sworn officers are enployed by the

Bl oom ngton Police Departnent, as we sit here today?
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A Ei ghty-si x.

Q Has that changed in the short tinme since you
becanme mayor ?

A Not significantly, no.

Q And if 86 are enployed, how many are
avai l abl e for service after you discount for things
| i ke sickness and injury and mlitary | eave and
ot hers?

A Well, | guess that varies on a day-to-day
basi s based on, you know, who's got the flu. But
70-1sh.

Q Has that been a relatively constant nunber
since you becane mayor ?

A Yes. |'ve only been mayor two nonths.

Q Has that been a relatively constant nunber
since you becane a candi date for mayor in January or
so of 2023?

A It has.

Q And you' ve been asked about that in public
settings ad nauseam haven't you, Mayor?

A |'"ve -- |1"ve been asked about it. Sonething

"' m happy to tal k about.

Q Is 70-ish enough?
A Sonme would say it's too many. O hers would
say it's not enough. | think in -- in today's
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envi ronnent, we have -- we have an evol ving vision of
public safety, so what | can say is that
we're -- we're doing a great job. W have just a

hi ghl y-trained police force who is doing a great job
of -- of providing service.

Q You say that sone think 70-ish avail abl e
officers is too many, and sone think it's too few

What do you think?

A You know, | would like to -- beyond tal king
about nunbers, | want to tal k about how we're
providi ng public safety. And you may have -- may have

observed sonme of our public neetings about that. W
really -- | think to -- to tal k about how many
officers we need, we need to identify how we're going
to structure policing, including what the shifts are
and things |i ke downtown resource officers who are
making a really significant inpact on public safety.

Q Okay. And I'll ask you about those. But
what do you think of 70-ish sworn officers being
avai l able fromday to day?

A Ri ght now, they're covering us pretty well,
and we al so have a recruitnent and retention plan
that -- that we're continuing to inprove. And | think
that's -- you know, | want to be sure that we have

adequate policing but are focused on various upstream
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measures of public safety as well.

Q And when you say the 70-ish day-in or
day-out are covering us pretty well, is it your
opi nion that 70-ish is enough?

A | think it's enough for what we're doing
ri ght now, vyes.

Q Have you made public statenents to the
contrary in the past?

A | have, yes. Before | was in office, |
had -- | had | ooked at the budget nunbers and had
representation fromothers that said that we should
have nore.

Q 105.

A 105 is what's in our budget.

Q What's the other nunmber you' ve heard

Bl oom ngton shoul d have?

A Well, 1I've heard all kinds of nunbers about
it, but, you know, there are sonme -- sone say that
we'd be good at 85 -- sone say 100, sone say 105.

There's a report |I'm sure you have seen that says 120.
Q And you say?
MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Asked and
answer ed.
You can answer agai n.

THE W TNESS: Yeah. | would say
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that -- that we have coverage now with out 86 sworn
officers, and we will continue to recruit because we
need to ensure |ongevity and --

BY MR BEGGS:

Q Well, of course, we have -- sorry for
i nterrupting.

A Go ahead.

Q So of course, we have coverage 'cause they
go to work, but you don't think 70-ish or 85 is
enough, do you?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Asked and
answer ed.

You can answer again.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | -- | said that |
do think that we have coverage right now.
BY MR, BEGGS:

Q No, | understand that. But that's an answer
to a question | didn't ask. |'m asking, do you think
that's enough?

MR. MCNEIL: She's answered that.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR BEGGS:

Q It i1s enough? Okay. | gather -- but you

didn't say this directly -- that the budget nunber of

105 officers is one with which you take exception; is
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that right?

A | think the budget allows us to recruit up
to 105 and -- and that is -- you know, if we -- if we
wanted to recruit up to 105 and ensure that
we -- various, you know, transfers and things didn't
i npact us, then -- then we have the budget there.
There are, you know, budget allocations made all of
the time that don't get spent, so --

Q And |'m sure --

A -- not necessarily a plan. 1t's a budget.

Q Do you know where that 105 cones fronf

A | actually don't know exactly how they
| anded on that nunber.

Q | understand you believe that the 70-ish is
enough, and | understand that you believe City of
Bl oom ngton is covered now. | get that. Do you know
how |l ong it has been that the City of Bloom ngton has

been attenpting to hire nore police officers than we

have now?
A | would say | don't know exactly.
Q Do you know roughly or approxi mately?
A More than two years, yeah
Q More than five?
A Don't know.
Q Do you know if those efforts have been
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successful ?

A Yes. I'mtold we've never hired so many
police officers, so there -- there are a nunber of
factors at play. Lateral transfers seemto be a
significant part of it.

Q Meani ng problen? Inflow of |aterals or
out fl ow?

A Qutflow. So we hire them and then there's
a lateral transfer.

Q So that's a problem isn't it?

A | don't know if it's a problemor not, but
that is why we've hired so many and we have a const ant
nunmber. We don't have -- the Nis zero.

Q | see. W've hired a lot, but we've lost a
| ot also and so we aren't noving the total nunber up?

A That's correct.

Q How many officers does the City of

Bl oom ngton need to have if 1A and 1B are
I nvoluntarily annexed?
MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Lack of
f oundat i on.
You can answer.
MR. BEGGS: It's the mayor of the city.
MR. MCNEIL: You're still asking for

her personal know edge. That's a legitimte
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obj ecti on.

THE W TNESS: Yeah, | -- | know t hat
it's in the plan, and | don't know the exact figure
ri ght now.

BY MR. BEGGS:

Q Do you think it's nmore than what we have
now?

A Yes.

Q Does your adm nistration have a plan for how
it would increase the nunmber of officers it enploys in
| ight of the history of the departnent being unable to
retain or change the nunber, | think is what you sai d?

A Yeah, we actually are working on a nunber of
measures currently to inprove retention at the police

depart nent.

Q And those are what, please?
A Well, we started with |istening sessions at
t he departnent and -- and frankly just having a mayor

t hat says that she values the police is a significant
step. You know, | -- | have also reversed the

deci sion on Showers West. These -- these significant
deci sion points that directly support the police

are -- are neaningful and are tangible to our force.
We are tal king about a nunber of other benefits

that -- that we haven't rolled out publicly yet, but
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we are -- we're working pretty hard on making sure
t hat our police force knows how val ued they are. W
al so have a recruiter that has been hired in the
former adm nistration just to focus on public safety
recruits.

Q When you say public safety, | take it that
I ncludes fire?

A That's correct.

Q So we need nore police officers; right? W

need to hire nore police officers?

A For annexation. |[|s that what you're asking?

Q Only for annexation?

A That's what |'m answering, yes.

Q That is your answer?

MR. MCNEIL: |s that your question?

Can you ask your question again just so it's clear?
BY MR, BEGGS:

Q We need nore police officers, but only for
annexation? |s that your testinony?

A Correct.

Q We don't need nore police officers if the
i nvol untary annexation of 1A and 1B don't go through;
I's that right?

A | -- 1 have -- | have not cone to a

conclusion that we do yet.
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Q Okay. And with respect to fire -- because
you nmentioned the recruiter, with respect to
firefighters, is there a shortage of firefighters
enpl oyed by the Bl oom ngton Fire Departnment?

A There is not.

Q Okay. How many are enpl oyed?

A Oh, | can't recall the exact nunber, but we
are fully staffed now.

Q Si nce when? Do you know?

A About a nonth ago.

Q You made reference to a report and 120, |
think you said. Wuld you recogni ze that report as
t he Novak report?

A Correct.

Q Have you read that report?
A | have. I1t's been sone tine.
Q Is there any portion of that report that you

recall disputing or disagreeing with or not being
accepting of?

A No, not that | recall.

Q Mayor Thonpson, do you believe that the
of ficers of the Bl oom ngton Police Departnent have
sonehow obstructed or rejected the recommendati ons of
t he Novak report?

A No. | don't have reason to believe that.
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Q Do you believe, Mayor Thonpson, that the
officers of the Bloom ngton Police Departnent have
sonehow been uncooperative with respect to the
recomendations fromthe Novak report?

A No. | have no know edge of that.

Q Do you agree, Mayor Thonpson, that the
expansion of the city if the involuntary annexati on of
1A and 1B go through would stretch the Bl oom ngton
Police Departnment sworn officer staff thinner than
t hey are now?

A So the -- the annexation plan has one year
rollout to get to capacity to -- to provide services,
and we will neet that plan.

Q So let ne understand that. |If the judge
were to decide that the involuntary annexation of 1A
and 1B should go through tonorrow --

A Correct.

Q -- did your |ast answer just suggest that
the plan that City has proposed would give the City
one year to hire enough officers to keep up with the
demand?

A Yes.

Q So for a year, | take it, the City's police
departnment woul d be stretched thinner than they are

now?
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A That woul d be correct.

Q And | take it that even though it's a plan
to hire nore, there have been plans to hire nore
officers for years by the Bl oom ngton Police
Departnent; isn't that right?

A That is correct.

Q And | get that the Bl oom ngton Police
Departnment would want to hire nore officers, but it
may not be able to hire nore officers within that one
year; isn't that correct?

A | believe that we can hire those officers.

Q But you may not be able to; correct?

A Anyt hi ng's possi ble, but | believe that we
can hire them

Q Is it good for the residents and owners of
property in 1A and 1B for there to be a year of police
protection that is stretched already thinner than it
| S7?

A Well, | think the annexation plan is
adequate and -- and that we can -- we can get sone
resources in to provide anple coverage.

Q And | appreciate that you answered a
question, but let nme ask ny question again.

A Okay.

Q Is it good for the residents and owners of
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property in 1A and 1B for there to be a year of the
Bl oom ngton Police Departnment to be stretched thinner
than they already are if involuntary annexation should
go through?

A | don't think it will have a negative inpact
on those residents.

Q And why's that?

A Because we can provide anpl e coverage.

Q Wth the existing force?

A W will be hiring nore, yes, as | have
st at ed.

Q Do you know the process for hiring a police
of ficer?

A | -- | vaguely knowit. | don't know it in
detail .

Q What ' s your understanding of it?

A Well, it depends if they are a | ateral
transfer or new recruit that still needs to go through

t he acadeny, but we recruit them They nmay need to go
t hrough an acadeny. Depending on their years of
service and/or transfer status, they may need to be
shadowi ng anot her officer -- riding with another
officer for a period of tine before they're fully on
their own.

Q And do you know any of those peri ods
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of -- your answer referenced a couple of different
periods of time. Do you know any of thenf

A I know that it can be as -- you know, it can
be six nonths fromthe tinme of hire.

Q Is the City of Bloomington were to hire five
brand new officers who were not |aterals today, are
you able to testify as to when they would be up and
runni ng, so to speak, as officers on the force?

A No. | would ask our recruiter for that
i nformation or the chief.

Q Have you ever conpared the size of the
Bl oom ngton Police Departnent's sworn officers to
other cities within the state of I|ndiana?

A Sorry, sounds |like you're asking nme the
physi cal size of an officer.

Q Yeah, that's not what | -- it does sound
like that. Let's try again. Have you ever conpared
the size of the force of the Bl oom ngton Police
Departnment's sworn officers to the size of the police

forces in other cities --

A No.

Q -- in Indiana? Have you ever nade
conparisons -- so | don't have to say that
again -- have you ever nmade such a conparison with

respect to other cities, say, in the M dwest?
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A | have not.

Q How about other college towns?

A | have not.

Q Do you know, Mayor Thonpson, where -- you
made reference to the plan. | think you nmean the

fiscal plan. And you made reference to a

recommendation that it has for hiring new police

of ficers,

year. Do

recommended nunber cane fronf

A

Q
A

knows t hat. There are others who know that as wel |l .

O >» O

A
partially
it.

> O >» O

St eve. I
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and you said that would happen within a

you know where that nunber cane from that
| don't.
Who woul d know t hat ?

Wel |, honestly, probably Chief D ekhoff

O hers at the City?

Yeah.

Vho?

Well, | think Larry Allen has been working
onit. | think the recruiter knows about

What's the recruiter's nane, please?
VWhat is his nane? Steve.

St eve.

And | am such a first-nane person. |It's

al ways see himin the roomacross the hall
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Q How | ong has Steve been enpl oyed here?

A Oh, | don't know. Less than a year.

Q He was enpl oyee of the prior adm nistration?
A Yes. He was -- that position was naned in

the prior adm nistration.
Q So do you know when in the prior

adm ni stration he was hired?

A | -- I just told you I don't know.
Q And so he's been trying to recruit nore
public safety officers since sonme tinme in 2023, | take

it?

A And he has been recruiting them yes.

Q Okay. He didn't have a different job, is
what |'mtrying to rule out.

A Correct.

Q Is he a public safety officer hinself?
A He i s not.
Q Mayor Thonpson, w ll comrercial property

owners experience tax increases if the involuntary
annexation of 1A and 1B goes through?

A Again, | think it's a case-by-case basis,
but | assunme they woul d.

Q Because | know there are sone -- you talked
about residential properties earlier. Do you think

that commercial properties would be different or the
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same in terns of some of themw ||l and some of them
won't ?

A I would think that they're the sane.

Q Okay. Do you know of any reason why tax
I ncreases experienced by commercial property owners
woul dn't be passed onto their custoners, their
tenants, or their users?

MR. MCNEIL: QObjection. Lack of

foundation. Calls for specul ation.

You can answer.

THE W TNESS: | have no idea.
BY MR, BEGGS:
Q You have no idea if a commercial property
owner gets a higher tax bill if they're going to pass

It onto their custoners or their tenants?

A | haven't talked to them

Q And why not ?

A Because we're in the mddle of a court case,
and it's not prudent for ne to be reaching out to any
of the involved parties.

Q So you can't know at all if they would pass
t hose increases on?

A That's right.

Q How much has the City of Bl oom ngton paid

thus far for its annexation efforts?
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A | don't know.
Q How much approxi mately has the City of
Bl oom ngton paid for its annexation efforts?
| don't know.
You have no i dea what soever?
| don't know.

Do you have any i dea what soever?

> O >» O >

| do not.
Q Do you know how nuch the City of Bl oom ngton

has paid for its annexation efforts within the last 12

nont hs?
A | do not.
Q Do you know how nuch it's paid since you

becanme mayor ?

A | do not.

Q Are those nunbers that you believe you have
known and are just forgetting, or have you never known
t henf

A | read a public article at sonme point about
how much the City was |likely to have spent, and we are
goi ng through the finances fromthe | ast
adm nistration right now, so we don't have -- | don't
have any accurate figures. Qur controller, Jessica
McCl el |l an, has nore accurate figures, and | could ask

her for what she has.
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Q Has t hat nunber, has that expense item been

| nportant to you since you've becone mayor?

A It has been inportant to nme that the City
has already invested in the annexation case and -- and
so yes, it -- it has been inportant to ne.

Q But is know ng the nunber inportant to you?

A Knowi ng the exact nunmber in ny decision in
pursuing this was -- was not inportant. It was just
the significance of what's al ready been invested.

Q Wel |, you nentioned your decision in
pursuing this. You nean the involuntary annexati on of
1A and 1B or sonething el se?

A Yeah, in pursuing annexation in general.
Yes.

Q And so when you were making the decision to
pursue annexation in general, am | understanding
correctly that you nade that decision with no idea
what soever of how much the City had incurred in
expenses?

MR. MCNEIL: Let's go off the record
for a nonment.

THE REPORTER: Of the record at 3:03

(OFf the record.)
THE REPORTER: Back on the record at
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3:03 p.m

MR. MCNEIL: We need to go off the
record to discuss the potential assertion of the
| egi sl ati ve and executive privilege when it cones to
del i berations of executive officers of governnent
bodies. That's why we're going off the record.

THE REPORTER: All right. Of the
record at 3:04.

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: We're now back on the
record at 3:12 p. m

MR. MCNEIL: All right. So we had a
di scussion. The Bl oom ngton team had a di scussi on
out side of the conference roomoff the record. There
Is a privilege under Indiana law, as | said, for a
governnment executive and | egislative bodies when it
cones to the deliberative process and their notives.
We're going to allow the witness to answer the
guestion. W're going to ask the court reporter to
read it back, then she can answer it.

But | felt that question got closer to
privilege issues than anything el se you'd asked so
far, Bill. So you can ask any question you want.
We'll evaluate it on a case-by-case basis. But wth

respect to this question, she can answer it. W're
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not going to assert the privilege 'cause | don't think
It gets at the heart of the privilege issue.

MR. BEGGS: WIIl you please read that
back, Andrew?

THE REPORTER: One nonent, please.

(Repeated the record.)

MR. MCNEIL: You can answer.

THE W TNESS: So yes, | had -- | think
| had already stated this, that | had read a public
news article about an estimate of how nuch the City
had spent. | didn't have -- | don't have precise
figures and likely would be hard to quantify that,
given all the City staff time and consultants and
everybody else. | do knowit's -- it's been quite
significant.

BY MR, BEGGS:
Q So you nentioned a public news article. In

whi ch publication was that, please?

A | believe it was the B Square.

Q And can you tell us when you read that
article?

A | cannot.

Q O when it was witten or published?

A | cannot recall.

Q Do you think it was during your
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adm ni stration --

A No.
Q -- or before?
A It was before.

Q Okay. Do you think it was after you had won
t he Novenber el ection or before?

A | don't recall

Q And from what you have di scovered thus far
since taking office, was the nunber that you read in
the B Square accurate?

A | don't have an accurate accounting of the
conplete total of how nuch the City has invested.

Q Was the nunber that you read in the B Square
accurate based on what you have seen thus far?

A | do not know.

Q Ckay. Was the nunber that you read in the B

Square in the ball park?

A | do not know.

Q You don't even know the ball park?

A | don't know.

Q Is any of the nobney that you think |I'm

aski ng about and that you're answering about today, is
any of it private noney or is it all public dollars
that you're answering me? Are you thinking public

dollars or private dollars?
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A " mthinking public dollars.

Q Ckay. | neant to ask public dollars, but I
want to make sure we're on the sane page. So you're
unabl e to have pulled up that nunber in the 60-sone
days you've been in office, or you just haven't
el ected to do so?

A | have not elected to do so.

Q Do you know of anybody on your staff that

has done so0?

A | don't know if they specifically tallied
that figure, so |l -- | guess the answer woul d be no.
Q And then you said words to the effect of,

but I knowit's quite significant. Did | quote you
accurately?

A Sounds ri ght.

Q And what do you nean, in your definition,
what is quite significant?

A Well, I would say anything in excess of
$100, 000 is quite significant.

Q Mayor Thonpson, do you have any criticism of
t he Monroe County Sheriff's Departnment?

A | do not.

Q Do you have any criticismof the police
services that the Monroe County Sheriff's Departnent

furni shes or provides?
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A | do not.

Q Do you have any criticismof the Monroe
County Parks Departnment?

A | do not.

Q Do you have any criticismof the Monroe
County Hi ghway Depart nment ?

A | don't.

Q Do you think all three of those agencies are
good at what they do?

A | actually -- I live within the city limts.
| have always lived within the city limts, and so |
don't have a vast anpunt of experience of relying on
any of those three departnents.

Q Yeah, but you've been an active, involved
person in this community. Do you have any probl ens
with the services any of them provide?

A Well, 1I've already answered that | don't
have any criticismof them

Q You were quoted in the Herald-Tines in a
February 10 of 2024 article, and you sort of touched
on this earlier. Believe ne, you may have been
m squoted, so | want to --

A Yeah.

Q -- get that out of the way first.

MR. BEGGS: And | don't have copies of

Veritext Lega Solutions
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this, so you guys are -- | didn't plan to nake an
exhi bit, even.

MR. MCNEIL: Do you want us to make
copi es?

MR. BEGGS: | don't think we need to.
| just want to ask her about something that's in it,
so | don't need copies.

MR. MCNEIL: Let's go and see if we
need to make it an exhibit.

MR. BEGGS: Yeah, that's fine. That's
fine.

THE W TNESS: What do you want to ask
me about ?

BY MR BEGGS:

Q So you've been handed a copy of a February
10, 2024, article fromthe Heral d-Times, and on that
first page, do you see a section that |'ve highlighted
in yell ow?

A Mm hnmm

Q Whul d you m nd reading that for a nonment?

A "Thonpson's Adm ni strati on announced January
5th the Mayor had ordered internal reviews of city
matters, including litigation, and charged Corporation
Counsel Margie Rice with |eading a review of all

cases -- val ue taxpayers and nmake recomendations to
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Thonpson on whether the City should continue with
litigation."

Q Yeah, that's the section | was going to ask
you about. And whether it was in that article or
others, we're sitting here today, so we know t hat your
decision is to have proceeded with the annexation
i nvoluntarily of 1A and 1B. M question is, the
reference in there to value to the taxpayers, is that
sonet hi ng you charged sonebody in your adm nistration
with determ ning or establishing?

A Yes. As it states here, | asked Corporation
Counsel to ook at all of the litigation and determ ne
whet her or not we woul d pursue it.

Q But there's another reference in there to
the value to the taxpayers. You see that?

A Mm hnrm
Yes?

Yes.

You got to say yes.

> O » O

Yeah.
Q Did you charge Ms. Rice with that as well,
the val ue part?
MR. MCNEIL: Objection. Asked and
answered. That's what the docunent says.

MR. BEGGS: She read back sonething
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different than what |1'd asked.
BY MR, BEGGS:

Q So ny question to you is, Mayor Thonpson,
what did you determne is the value to the taxpayers
of pursuing the involuntary annexation of 1A and 1B?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection. So as the
article states, Corporation Counsel was charged wth
t hat eval uati on and make recommendati ons. So what
you' re aski ng about now is attorney-client
conmuni cation. W instruct the witness not to answer.

MR. BEGGS: Very well.

BY MR, BEGGS:

Q Do you refuse to answer based on advice of
Counsel ?

A Correct.

Q Okay. Now let nme ask a simlar question.
Qut si de of what your attorney advised you, what is the
val ue of the involuntary annexation of 1A and 1B to
the residents of the City of Bl oom ngton?

MR. MCNEIL: To the -- okay.

MR. BEGGS: |'m not asking what she was
told by her attorney. |'m asking what's her answer to
t hat questi on.

MR. MCNEIL: Her inpression of the

value to the citizens?
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MR. BEGGS: Yeah.
BY MR, BEGGS:

Q And |1'Il specifically exclude what your
| awyer said to you. What's your concl usion?

MR. MCNEIL: You can answer it, to the
extent you can do so without disclosing the
attorney-client communication with --

MR. BEGGS: Agreed.

MR. MCNEIL: -- Corporation Counsel.

MR. BEGGS: Agreed.

MR. MCNEIL: |If you can. If not, you
just need to state as such.

THE WTNESS: |'mnot sure | can answer
that wi thout disclosing discussions with attorney.

BY MR, BEGGS:

Q Are you able to answer that question and
i dentify your opinion of the value of pursuing the
i nvol untary annexation of 1A and 1B to the taxpayers
in the City of Bl oom ngton based on anything separate
fromwhat Ms. Rice told you?

A Well, as -- as | have publicly stated, you
know, the -- the annexation's been going on for a
nunber of years, and the City obviously has invested
staff tinme as well as resources for counsel and

consultants on this. And it is -- you know, 1A and
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1B, in addition to other areas, are already |iving and
behaving as if they are part of the City of

Bl oom ngton, and so, in fact, the value to our
taxpayers is that pursuing this is essentially not
wasti ng what's al ready cone before and ensuring that
we follow through with an annexation plan that -- that

In fact was put into place several adm nistrations

ago.
Q When you say the value is not wasting what's
cone before, | take it that's the noney that's been
spent ?
A And the tinme and -- and everything el se,
yes.
Q That's the reason you' ve el ected to pursue
it?

MR. MCNEIL: Objection.
M schar acteri zes --

BY MR, BEGGS:

Q Is that the reason you elected to pursue it?
A No. | listed a bunch of things and -- and,
you know, there -- there are several reasons that |

el ected to pursue it.
Q I's one of them because staff tinme has been
I ncurred, City of Bloom ngton staff tinme has been

I ncurred?
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A That's one of them

Q Attorney fees have been incurred?

A Correct.

Q Expert w tness fees have been incurred?

A Yes. But | did not list that.

Q Resi dents of 1A and 1B are already living
and behaving as if they are part of the city?

A The properties are.

Q In 1A and 1B?

A Correct because it was intended for

annexation back in the Fernandez Adm nistration.
Q Not wasting what's cone before?
A Correct.
Q That's noney? That's finances?
A Correct.
Q Fol l ow t hrough with the plan that was
created before you cane into office?
A Correct.
Q Any ot hers?
MR. MCNEIL: Objection to the extent
you omtted any from her answer. The record is --
MR. BEGGS: Yeah, and | don't --
MR. MCNEIL: -- for that.
MR. BEGGS: That's why |'m asking. If

| do omt any, | want her to tell nme. | want to know

Veritext Lega Solutions
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what they are.
THE W TNESS: | mean,
there's -- there's been -- yes, there -- there are
sort of a nyriad of reasons that | decided to pursue
this and I -- | think we -- we have already gotten
this far down the road, and | am | ooking forward to
wel com ng new residents to the City of Bl oom ngton
and -- and to serving them well.
BY MR BEGGS:
Q Any ot her reasons?
A There may be sone, but | am not thinking of
them right now.
Q Mayor Thonpson, have you ever heard the
phrase, right-sizing or right-size the city?
A | have heard that term
Q Where did you hear that?
A From John Ham |t on.
Q What does that phrase nean?
MR. MCNEIL: QObjection. To her --
MR. BEGGS: Yeah.

MR. MCNEIL: -- or to John Ham|lton?

MR. BEGGS: Well, | just asked her what
It nmeans. | nean, if --

THE WTNESS: | don't know what it
means to John Ham lton. | have heard the term
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| -- | actually don't know what it means in the
context it has been provided. | assune it neans

that -- simlar to sonmething | just said. These areas
are really already devel oped as part of the City of

Bl oom ngton. They have been -- they've been virtually
i ncorporated. You know, you can't tell where the city
boundary i s when you drive into these pl aces.

And, you know, in fact, when | noved
here and started buil ding residences, | used to
actually go to the city planning departnment to get
permts and -- and planning authorization in the areas
I ntended for annexation. And so for -- for years and
years, they've been really behaving as if they are
part of the city. Now, that planning piece changed
several years ago, but in ternms of whose planning
departnment you go to and -- but it's -- it's been
decades that they've been living like the city.

BY MR BEGGS:

Q If a person needs to go to a planning
departnent and they have property in 1A or 1B, whose
departnment do they go to?

A | don't know if you still have to go to
both. But you at | east have to go to the County.

Q Just back to the first part of that. Do I

understand correctly that right-sizing the city in the

Veritext Lega Solutions
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context of annexation of 1A and 1B is not a phrase you
have a definition for? And |I know that's your
predecessor's term but | think I'mhearing, that's
not my ternm is that correct?

A [t's not ny term

Q When you said a nonment ago that you can't
tell the boundary when traveling fromthe city to
either 1A or the city to 1B, are you able to tell the
boundary in other |ocations?

A | would say to the north, it becones
distinctly nore sparse.

Q You nmean on the highway, on 69, or sonepl ace
el se?

A On 37, on WAl nut, as you head out. Yeah, |

mean, it beconmes -- it's developed in a conpletely
different way. You know, we -- we had the two-mle
fringe for a long tine and -- and that was -- because

it was an area intended for annexation, a |ot of
devel opnent was allowed to happen there. |In fact, by
definition, as if it were already in the city.

Q But you're not saying there's a sign or
sonething simlar to a sign that tells a person
they're nmoving fromthe city's jurisdiction to the
county's jurisdiction? | think that's --

A There are actually now a coupl e of signs.
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Q Wher eabout s?

A Somewhere on the south side, |ike maybe on
Sout h WAl nut and one on Moores Pikes.

Q East on Mbores Pi ke?

A That's -- well, fromhere, that is east of
her e.

Q So you nean at 4467?

A It's -- it's west of 446. There's now a

sign that says, "City of Bl oom ngton wel cones you," or

sonet hi ng.
Q And the ot her one was where, please?
A I think I'"ve seen one on South O d State

Road 37, WAl nut Street.

Q Do you know how far south?
A | would i magi ne that they are at the
corporate limts, but I'mnot sure.

Q Any ot hers?

A Are there any other?

Q Signs that tell a person they have left the
City of Bloom ngton's boundary and are going into sone

other entity's boundary?

A | can't think of any. There may be sone.
And -- and to be clear, | don't believe these things
say, you are entering the corporate -- | -- | don't
think it's as formal as that. | think it says, "City
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of Bl oonm ngton wel cones you. "
Q The wel cone type thing.

MR. BEGGS: One nonent, please.

MR. MCNEIL: On or off?

MR. BEGGS: Let's take a short break.

THE REPORTER: All right. Of the
record at 3:33 p. m

(OFf the record.)

THE REPORTER: Back on the record at
3:42 p. m

MR. BEGGS: We'll ask that 56 be made
part of the deposition. W have no further questions.

Thank you, Mayor.

MR. MCNEIL: W have no questions. W
want the witness to review and sign the deposition
transcri pt.

THE REPORTER: Okay. Regarding orders,
M. Beggs, are you ordering this transcript?

MR. BEGGS: Yes, please.

THE REPORTER: M. MNeil, do you need
a copy?

MR. MCNEIL: Yes.

THE REPORTER: Okay. And do you need a
copy, Ms. Rice?

MR. MCNEIL: No, just --
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THE REPORTER: Okay. All right. In
t hat case, we are now off the record at 3:43 p. m

(Signature reserved.)

(Wher eupon, at 3:43 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF DEPOSI TI ON OFFI CER

I, ANDREW PRONSCHI NSKE, the officer before
whom t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of ny know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of

any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

out cone of this action. e g1,

' i
Kgfj V4 e __—
ANDREW PRONSCHI NSKE

Notary Public in and for the

State of | ndi ana

[ X] Review of the transcript was requested.
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, PROW | SLAM do hereby certify that this
transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

PROMY | SLAM
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Veritext Legal Solutions
1100 Superior Ave
Suite 1820
Cl evel and, Ohio 44114
Phone: 216-523-1313

March 26, 2024

To: ANDREW M MCNEI L

Case Nane: County Residents Against Annexation, Inc., Et Al. v. City
Of Bl oomi ngton, Indiana, Et Al

Veritext Reference Number: 6485948

W tness: Mayor Kerry Thonpson Deposition Date: 3/8/2024

Dear Sir/Madam

Encl osed please find a deposition transcript. Please have the w tness
review the transcript and note any changes or corrections on the

i ncluded errata sheet, indicating the page, |line nunber, change, and
the reason for the change. Have the witness’ signature notarized and
forward the conpl eted page(s) back to us at the Production address
shown

above, or emmil to production-n dwest @eritext.com

If the errata is not returned within thirty days of your receipt of

this letter, the reading and signing will be deened wai ved.

Si ncerely,

Producti on Depart nent

NO NOTARY REQUI RED I N CA
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DEPQOSI TI ON REVI EW
CERTI FI CATI ON OF W TNESS

ASS|I GNVENT REFERENCE NO. 6485948
CASE NAME: County Resi dents Agai nst Annexation,
City O Blooni ngton, Indiana, Et Al.
DATE OF DEPCSI TI ON: 3/8/2024
W TNESS' NAME: Mayor Kerry Thonpson
In accordance with the Rules of Civi
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
my testinony or it has been read to ne.
I have made no changes to the testinony
as transcribed by the court reporter

Dat e Mayor Kerry Thonpson

Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
and acknow edge that:

They have read the transcript;

They signed the foregoing Sworn
St at enent; and

Their execution of this Statenment is of
their free act and deed.

| have affixed nmy nanme and official sea

this day of , 20

Not ary Public

Commi ssi on Expiration Date

Page 94

Inc., Et Al.

Veritext Lega Solutions
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DEPQOSI TI ON REVI EW
CERTI FI CATI ON OF W TNESS

ASSI GNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6485948

CASE NAME: County Residents Agai nst Annexati on,
City O Bl oom ngton, Indiana, Et Al.

DATE OF DEPOCSI TI ON: 3/8/2024

W TNESS' NAME: Mayor Kerry Thonpson

In accordance with the Rules of Civi
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
my testinony or it has been read to ne.

I have listed ny changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, |isting page and |ine nunbers as
well as the reason(s) for the change(s).

| request that these changes be entered
as part of the record of nmy testinony.

I have executed the Errata Sheet, as wel
as this Certificate, and request and authorize
that both be appended to the transcript of ny
testi nony and be incorporated therein.

Dat e Mayor Kerry Thonmpson

Sworn to and subscribed before ne, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
and acknow edge that:

They have read the transcript;

They have listed all of their corrections

in the appended Errata Sheet;

They signed the foregoing Sworn

St at enent; and

Their execution of this Statenment is of

their free act and deed.

| have affixed nmy nane and official sea
this day of , 20

Not ary Public

Commi ssion Expiration Date
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Inc., Et Al.

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376



© 0 N O O b WODN

e e e o e = T N
© 00 N o o M W N L O

20
21
22
23

24

25

PAGE/ LI NE(S) / CHANGE | REASON

Page 96

ERRATA SHEET
VERI TEXT LEGAL SOLUTI ONS M DWEST
ASSI GNMENT NO: 6485948

Dat e

DAY OF

SUBSCRI BED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THI S

Mayor Kerry Thonpson

, 20

Not ary Public

Comm ssion Expiration Date
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Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure
Depositions Upon Oral Examination

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness--Changes--Signing.

(1) When the testimony 1is fully transcribed, the
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for
reading and signing and shall be read to or by him,
unless such reading and signing have been waived by
the witness and by each party. “Submitted to the
witness” as used in this subsection shall mean (a)
mailing of written notification by registered or
certified mail to the witness and each attorney
attending the deposition that the deposition can be
read and examined in the office of the officer
before whom the deposition was taken, or (b),
mailing the original deposition, by registered or
certified mail, to the witness at an address
designated by the witness or his attorney, if
requested to do so by the witness, his attorney, or

the party taking the deposition.

(2) If the witness desires to change any answer in
the deposition submitted to him, each change, with

a statement of the reason therefor, shall be made




by the witness on a separate form provided by the
officer, shall be signed by the witness and affixed
to the original deposition by the officer. A copy
of such changes shall be furnished by the officer

to each party.

(3) If the reading and signing have not been waived
by the witness and by each party the deposition
shall be signed by the witness and returned by him
to the officer within thirty (30) days after it 1is
submitted to the witness. If the deposition has
been returned to the officer and has not been
signed by the witness, the officer shall execute a
certificate of that fact, attach it to the original
deposition and deliver it to the party taking it.
In such event, the deposition may be used by any
party with the same force and effect as though it

had been signed by the witness.

(4) In the event the deposition is not returned to
the officer within thirty (30) days after it has
been submitted to the witness, the reporter shall
execute a certificate of that fact and cause the
certificate to be delivered to the party taking it.

In such event, any party may use a copy of the




deposition with the same force and effect as though

the original had been signed by the witness.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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