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STATE OF | NDI ANA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF MONROE )
IN THE Cl RCU T COURT OF MONROE COUNTY
CAUSE NO. 53006-2203- PL- 000509
COUNTY RESI DENTS AGAI NST ANNEXATI ON, )

I NC., an Indiana not for profit
corporation, et al.

Renonstrat ors/ Appel | ant s/ Petitioners,
- VS_
THE COVMON COUNCI L of the Gty of

Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, |ndiana,
et al.

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Respondent s.
DEPCSI TI ON OF RHONDA GRAY

The deposition upon oral exam nation of RHONDA
GRAY, a witness produced and sworn before ne,
Col | een Brady, Notary Public in and for the County
of Monroe, State of |ndiana, taken on behalf of the
Respondents, at the offices of Bloom ngton City
Hal |, 401 North Morton Street, Room 225,

Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, Indiana, on the
27th day of February 2024, at 3:51 p.m, pursuant
to the Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure with
witten notice as to tinme and pl ace thereof.
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1 INDEX OF EXAMINATION 1 (Timenoted: 3:51 p.m.)
2 Page 2 RHONDA GRAY,
3 DIRECT EXAMINATION ................. 5

Questions by Andrew M. McNeil

© oo ~NO OA~
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18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3 having been duly sworn to tell the truth, the whole
4 truth, and nothing but the truth relating to said
5 matter, was examined and testified as follows:
6
7 DIRECT EXAMINATION,
8 QUESTIONSBY ANDREW M. MCNEIL:
9 Q Would you state your name for the record please?
10 A Rhonda Gray?
11 Q Ms. Gray, asyou know, my nameis Andrew McNeil.

12 | amone of the attorneysfor the City of

13  Bloomington in the annexation remonstrance case.
14 | deposed you once before when we talked about
15 theprocess of gathering signatures.

16 Do you recall that?

17 A Yes

18 Q Haveyou provided any deposition testimony since
19  thenin any other matters?

20 A No.

21 Q Just aquick refresher and some very basic

22 groundrules. I'm going to ask you a series of
23 questions and your job isto answer them as
24 completely and truthfully as you can.

25 Do you understand that?

2 (Pages2-5)
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Page 6
1A Yes

2 Q If you do not understand my question, will you

3 let me know?

4 A 1 will.

5 Q If you can't hear me or need me to rephrase

6  something, will you let me know that too?

7 A Yes

8 Q We'retying to keep these around 45 minutes.

9  They've been 45 minutesto an hour. You arethe
10 lastonefor theday. If you need to take a
11  break at any time, will you let me know that?
12 A Yes.
13 Q What isyour address?

Page 8
1 A Idonot. They areinarealA, | know that.

2 Q What township are you in?
3 A VanBuren.
4 Q Doyou ever go into the city limits of
5  Bloomington to for any reason?
6 A Yes
7 Q What reasons take you inside the city limits?
8 A Mgority of the time is meeting friends to have
9 dinner oncein awhile.
10 Q Do you ever go shopping for groceries or other
11  clothing or other suppliesinside the city
12 limits?
13 A I'mlucky that my husband spoils me. So he gets

14 A 3822 South Y onkers Street Bloomington, Indiana| 14  groceries. So I'm very rarely at a grocery
15  47403. 15 store
16 Q How long haveyou lived at that address? 16 Q Isthereausua or typical grocery store he
17 A | believe 28 years. A long time. 17  goesto?
18 Q Who lives at that address with you? 18 A Kroger South or Kroger West, ismy guess. I'm
19 A My husband, George Gray. 19  not with him.
20 Q Anyoneese? 20 Q Butyou believeit'saKroger store?
21 A No. 21 A Kroger or Walmart.
22 Q Doyou children? 22 Q OrWamart. Do you usethe city parks for any
23 A Yes 23  reason?
24 Q They are out of the house? 24 A Notthat | canrecall. Last onel would have
25 A Yes 25 beentowasfor abirthday party, and | don't
Page 7 Page 9
1 Q Do youown any property -- any other property in know that that is city. It would be the new one

2  either Annexation Area 1A or 1B?
3 A No.
4 Q Didyou or your hushand sign aremonstrance
5  petition back in 20217
6 A Yes
7 Q Which one of you?
8 A |did.
9 Q Do you have any plans, presently or in the near
10 future, to put your house up for sale?
11 A No.
12 Q Where do you work?
13 A Commercia Service Heating and Cooling.
14 Q Whereisthat located?
15 A 4710 West Verna Pike.
16 Q How long have you worked there?
17 A 12years| believe.
18 Q IsCommercial Heating --
19 A I'msorry. Legal nameis Commercial Services of
20  Bloomington Incorporated.
21 Q Isthelocation for Commercia Services of
22 Bloomington Incorporated where you work inside
23  oroutside of the city limits?
24 A Outside.
25 Q Do you know what township it'sin?

1
2 down south of town. | don't know the name of
3 that. The most recent one that was built.
4 Q Areyoutaking about Karst? Or adifferent
5 one?
6 A It'sadifferent one. | think it's off Rogers.
7  1just can't think of the name of it.
8 Q How long ago was this party?
9 A | think it was probably last summer because it's
10  usually my grandkids, I'll go.
11 Q Do you ever participate in any city events with
12 your grandkids? Like acity park's department
13 programs. Anything like that?
14 A Smithvilleis my granddaughter's Ellettsvilleis
15 my other. My grandson does City of Bloomington
16 Basebal. Sol might go watch that.
17 Q And when you go watch a baseball game or
18 practice, whatever it is, where does that take
19 place?
20 A It'sby the YMCA.
21 Q Doyou attend any civic events, concert or
22 paradesor any other programs?
23 A I'vebeentothe U Auditorium a couple of
24 times. Seeacomedian.
25 Q When wasthelast time you think you were at 1U

3 (Pages6-9)
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Page 10
1 auditorium?

2 A I think last time | was there was Jerry Seinfeld
3 wasthere. | saw him. | think that wasthe
4 lasttime.
5 Q Do you know when that was?
6 A Lastfdl, | believe.
7 Q Doyou ever go to sporting events at IU?
8 A Yes, football game.
9 Q Didyou go to football games this past fall?
10 A I'mnot sure. Maybe one. But I'm not sure that
11 I did. They'renot that great. 1 gotoa
12 basketball game once in awhile.
13 Q Sowhenyou travel into the city limits, you are

14  using city streets; correct? Y ou haveto say
15 "Yes"
16 A Yes

17 Q Would you bewilling to pay auser feeasan
18  out-of-city resident to use the city streets?
19 A Onlyif it wasrequired, | would. Areyou going

Page 12

1  of directors with that organization?

2 A Yes

3 Q Which board?

4 A | am secretary for the board.

5 Q How long have you been secretary for on the

6  board?

7 A Little over ayear.

8 Q Do you understand it's a 501(c)(3) organization?
9 A Yes
10 Q And donations, contributions made to it can be
11  tax deductible?
12 A Yes.
13 Q Haveyou donated any fundsto CRAA in 2023?
14 A | believel have.

15 Q How much?

16 A | don't know off thetop of my head. I'm

17  thinking $200. I'm guessing. And alot of

18 time.

19 Q Right. So over the course of the time the

20  to pay county? 20 annexation has been an ongoing purstit by city,
21 Q | aready do. 21  haveyou had the opportunity or occasion to
22 A Youaready do? 22 communicate with other people by email or text
23 Q Everybody pays county tax. 23 message about the annexation?
24 MR. BEGGS: And city. 24 A Yes.
25 THE WITNESS: And city. | pay city aso. 25 Q Andwithin the last six months or so, have you
Page 11 Page 13
1 MR. BEGGS:. And to use the city streets. 1 undertaken to look for, search through your
2 Q Doyou usethe city water and sewer? 2 files, electronicfiles, to find
3 A | do, and | pay more for that. 3 communications --
4 Q Because you're out-of-city user? 4 A Yes
5A Yes 5 Q Regarding annexation? What steps did you take
6 Q Would you be agreeable to disconnecting fromthe 6  todo that?
7  city water and sewer lineif annexation does not 7 A | didasearch. | believe there was certain key
8 occur? 8 words. | don't remember what they were. |
9 A I'm surethere would have to be another way for | 9  would have to look.

10 usto connect. But if there was another way to
11 connect, hedlthwise. If it'srequired, it's
12 required.

13 Q Doyou believeit'sinyour best interest to

14  continue receiving water and sewer service from
15 the City of Bloomington Utilities?

16 A | thinkit'sin my best interest to have water

17  and sewer. From whereit comesfrom, | don't
18  think that matters.

19 Q Isthereany water or sewer provider in this

20  areaother than the City of Bloomington Utility?
21 A | do not know.

22 Q You arefamiliar, obvioudy, with County

23  Residents Against Annexation?

24 A Yes.

25 Q Areyou on aboard, board of advisors or board

10 Q Mechanically, how did you do the search? Did

11  you useasearch bar --

12 A Yeah, asearch bar on email and texts.

13 Q And email, wasit Gmail, Outlook based?

14 A Would have been Gmail and an att.com.

15 Q Did you find any communications responsive to
16  your search terms?

17 A Not that was relevant to what | was asked to

18  search.

19 Q Sointhe course of your searching, did you turn
20  over any, provide copies of any communications
21  toanyone?

22 A Yes, | did.

23 Q Who did you provide them to?

24 A Margaret Clements.

25 Q Whendid you do that?

4 (Pages 10 - 13)
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Page 14
1 A | believeit was early January.

2 Q Of 2024?
3 A Yes
4 Q When you signed the remonstrance petition, did
5  you understand that by signing it, you were
6  expressing your opposition to the annexation?
7 A Yes
8 Q Doyou, today, still oppose annexation?
9 A Yes
10 Q Pleasetell me all the reasons why you oppose
11  theannexation.
12 A Youwant al the reasons?
13 Q All of them.
14 A How much time you got?
15 Q | havetime for as many words as you have.

Page 16
fires and we sit around and have marshmallows

1
2 and smores and hotdogs and enjoy family. And |
3  ill want to be able to do that.
4 Q Doyou have, like, afire pit?
5 A Yeah, firepit.
6 Q How big?
7 A | mean, it'snot huge. It's onewe built
8 ourselves. It'shig enough. You know, it
9 doesn't --
10 Q Do you know approximately what the dimensions
11 are?
12 A Ohgosh no. 8-foot parameter. 1'm guessing.
13 I'mawoman. 6-foot.
14 Q Don't sell yourself short.
15 A Okay. It'snot selling myself short but |

16 A First of all, | am concerned about my safety. 16 didn't buildit. It'snot huge, but | know it
17 Asyou know, | have lived where I'm at for 28 17  doesn't meet the city requirementsif | was
18 vyears, whichisinthe county. And | have used 18 annexed into the city.
19 the sheriff's department a couple of times and 19 Q How do you know that?
20 never had anissue. They have always been 20 A Doesn't haveagrate onit. | am pretty sure
21 responsive. The City of Bloomington, formany |21  City of Bloomington requires you to have a grate
22 years, has been understaffed 20 plus officers. 22 onitfor cooking. Oursdoesnot. It'sjust,
23 And|I am concerned with my safety. If I'm 23 you know, afirepit. Just got stone around it.
24 annexed into the city, they're going to have 24 Q What year did you build the fire pit?
25  more people to police, and they cannot police 25 A My husband built in the last five years. |
Page 15 Page 17
1 whothey haveright now. So that isaconcern 1 don't know what year.
2 of mine 2 Q Keepgoing. What other reason?
3 Another concern of mineis how many 3 A What other reasons. | want to plant trees when
4 unhoused there are in the City of Bloomington. 4 | want or where | want to. Flowerswhere | want
5 I'mall for giving a hand up but not a handout. 5 to. | don't want to have to adhere to the rules
6 Andl, personally, feel Bloomington does a 6  and stringent regulations that are in the city.
7 redly good job of ahandout instead. | believe 7 Q Isthereaparticular rule or regulation that
8 thehomeless-- unhoused, I'm sorry -- the 8 you arereferring to?
9 unhoused are drawn to the City of Bloomington 9 A | know that -- | shouldn't say "I know," I've
10  because of what we do -- or what they do as far 10 heard there are laws with the city about how
11 asoffering services. With that unfortunately 11 closeyou can plant to asidewalk. | also know
12  comesalot of drug addition and crime. That 12 that if you want to cut atree down, you have to
13 hasredly increased in the last few years. | 13 cdl and get apermit. | mean, there'sjust a
14  fear that if | am annexed into the city, that 14  lot morerules and regulations in the city than
15  will flow over towherel live. Right now, my 15 therearein the county.
16  grandkids can go outside and play outside and 16 | know alot of the city neighborhoods have
17  not worry about stepping on aneedle. | know 17  dreetlights. Oursdoesnot. | like not having
18 that'sabigissuein the City of Bloomington. 18 that. | dolivecloseto Walmart, Sam's Club.
19 Q You mean when they are at your house? 19 | dready havealot of light, and also from
20 A When they are at my house, yes. | mean, that's |20  1-69 because there'slightsonit. Sol havea
21 aconcern of mine. | aso enjoy having bonfires | 21 ot of light pollution the way it is.
22  inmy backyard. | have friends that come over. 22 Q Soyou don't want streetlights?
23 | know if | am annexed into the city, | won't be 23 A | dontwant. | wanttogositinmy hottubin
24  ableto have an open firein the back yard. 24 my backyard and look at the stars and not the
25 It'snot like | have a 30-foot fire. | do have 25 lights. | dready seealot of lights. Soll

5 (Pages 14 - 17)
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Page 18
1 haveaconcern that they are going to put a

2 light on my corner. | don't want that.
3 Q What else. What other reasons do you oppose the
4 annexation?

5 A What other reasonsdo | have? Want to talk

6  about finances, or isthat another question?

7 Q Sure. Well, | mean, if it'sabasisfor being

8  opposed to the annexation, thisis --

9 A Okay. | just wanted to make sure that wasn't a

Page 20
1 Heinstaled doors and windows.

2 Q Geo'sWindows. Wasthat part of afranchise
3 or--

4 A ltwasanLLC. Itwas hisown business.

5 Q Wasn't connected to, like, B Windows or

6  Anderson --

7 A No, just himself. Her retired in June.

8 Q Of '23?

9 A Of '23. Another financial impact that it would

17 Q Do you know which one?

18 A | don't. Cedar Chase, | believe, but I'm not
19  surewhich annexation area.

20 Q I don't think | asked, does your husband work
21  outside of the --

22 A Heactually retired. And that's another reason.
23 | haveless money coming in than what | did.
24 Q Wheredid heretire from?

10  separate questions. 10  have, my understanding is, I livein the
11 | don't want my taxes increased. It will 11 VanBuren Township. Van Buren Fire Department,
12 have anegative impact on me and my family if 12  they service me whether | am city or county.
13  they take more money away fromme. | mean, that| 13  But if | get annexed into the city, I'm then
14  hasanegative impact on anyone. You budget. 14  going to be paying taxes again because I'm going
15 Youwork your wholelife. Youlivethelife 15  to haveto pay the local income tax.
16 that you have and you have worked hard to have | 16 So I'm going to be paying county taxes and
17  what you have, and | don't need someonetaking | 17  city taxesfor the same thing that | already
18 morefromme. Andin my opinion, I'm not get 18  havewith the fire department. That does not
19  anythingfor it. 19  benefit meat all. Another thingis
20 | dready have -- | have the things | need 20 Q Who'syour fire provider?
21 fromthe county. | don't seethat the city 21 A Van Buren. Van Buren Township. Another thing
22 offersme anything in return for the money and 22  isbusinesses. There are several businessesin
23 thehigher taxesthat | am going to pay. 23 the county, their taxes will increase thousands.
24 There'salot of peoplethat live paycheck 24 Not 1,000, but thousands of dollars. And
25 topaycheck. | have adaughter and ahusband-- | 25  athough they can increase their rate, their
Page 19 Page 21
1 my daughter and her husband, they livepaycheck | 1  prices, which I'm sure they will, they will
2 topaycheck. Sheworks at the Monroe County 2 increasethere's so they will be able to recoup
3 School. Sheworks at Grandview. She works so 3 their money. But thenit's going to come down
4 she can be on the same schedule as the kids. 4  tothe consumer. Which then, again, ismeor
5  Andinthe summertime, they struggling. They 5 anyone else who uses their business. SoI'm
6 live paycheck to paycheck. | pay her to clean 6  getting impacted again financially because of --
7  my house every week so they can have someextra| 7 Q Can you give me an example of a specific
8 money to go towards all the food that al the 8 business you're thinking of that you frequent or
9 Kkidseat. Thesearethings! cando to help 9  patronize that would experience thousands of
10 others. If you take more money away from me, 10  dollar tax increase?
11  it'sgoing to break down what | can do to help 11 A | just know by being on the board, there are
12 others. 12 several businessthat will have thousands.
13 Q Doesyour daughter livein one of the annexation | 13 Q Interms of financial impact on you, isthere
14  areas? 14  oneor two in particular that you think --
15 A Shedoes. Shewasone of them that actualy -- |15 A No, not on me. I'mjust thinking of peoplein
16  they had the 65 percent. 16 general. Anyonewho at all uses abusiness.

25 A Heactualy had his own business Geo's Windows|

17
18
19
20

Any of the businesses that will be annexed in.
I'm pretty easy myself. | pretty much do

the same thing over and over. Walmart isthe

place | frequent more than most places. |

21 believe they arein the annexation area also.
22  Butany business. | canthink of -- well, not
23 Avads. | wasgoingto say Avas, but if I'm
24 annexed into the city, that's another thing that

25 I'mgoing to lose.

6 (Pages 18 - 21)
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Page 22
| get to choose who my trash provider is.

They do trash and recyclables. They area
locally owned businessin Monroe County who wil
be affected. If al of us have to use the city,
then, they are going to lose alot of income,
which will affect one of two ways: they are
going to haveto raise their prices and lay
people off, or they are going to lose their
9 business. Just doesn't make senseto me.
10 Q Any other reasons that you oppose the annexation
11  that cometo mind?
12 A You careif | look at my notes?
13 Q Ifyou--

1
2
3
4
5
6
2
8

14 A You can haveacopy. | don't say anything about
15 youinhere. | promise. Just make surel

16  covered.

17 Q Well mark those as an exhibit when you are

18 done.

19 A That'sfine. | might check my spelling. You

20  know, | don't have chickensin my backyard but
21 if | want to, | want to be able to have chickens

22 inmy back yard. Can't do that in the city.

23 Q Haveyou ever had chickensin your backyard?
24 A That'swhat | said. | haven't but | might want
25 to.

Page 24
1 Q Baker Tilly report?
2 A Yeah
3 Q Other than looking at Baker Tilly report, do you
4 have any -- we're going to mark that.
5 A Oh, sorry.
6 Q Other than the Baker Tilly report, do you have

7  any foundation or knowledge of the financial
8 impact of other or overlapping taxing
9 authorities?

10 A | do naot, no. Just common sense, right.

11 Q Haveyour property taxes increase in the last
12 fiveyears?

13 A Yes, they have. And| hateto say this out

14  loud, | don't know how much because my husband
15 doesal that stuff at home because that's

16 what's| dofor aliving. But, yes, it has

17  increased -- I'm sorry?

18 Q What do you do?

19 A I'man officemanager. So | do all kinds of

20  things.

21 Q Do you know by what percentage over the last
22  fiveyearsthe property taxes have increased?
23 A ldonot. I'msorry.

24 Q Do you understand that the reasons for the tax
25 increasesistheincrease in assessed value on

Page 23
1 Q Do you any present intent to buy chickens?

2 A | donot. Butl dolove free-range chickens.

3 Let'sseehere. Yeah, | want to speak about --

4  soif the county is annexed into the city, there

5  will belessrevenue for the Monroe County Fire
6  Protection, the Monroe County Library, and

7  Monroe County School Corporation. So, again,
8 that will have a negative impact.

9 Q What isyour basisfor that statement? How do
10  you know that fire, library, and school will
11  haveless money?
12 A Wéll, they receive taxes from revenue, from
13 county tax. That's how they get revenue. So if
14  you take less away from them, it just makes
15 sensethey will have less going to them.
16 Q Haveyou done an analysis to determine the

17  financial impact of the annexation on any of

18 thosethree: fire, library, or schools?

19 A | personaly have not done an analysis. But |

20 haveseen analysisand | have looked at it. |

21 am by no means, you know, someone who analyses
22 al the numbers.

23 Q Who prepared the analysis you looked at?
24 A | think it wasthe Tilly report. Isthat
25  correct?

Page 25
1 your property?
2 A ldo.
3 Q Haveyou ever looked at the reports or |etters
4  that you get from the assessor's office?
5 A Yes. Tel meif | misssomething.
6 (Exhibit 47 marked.)
7 Q Canyou just please confirm that Exhibit 47,
8  what's been marked as Exhibit 47 are the notes
9 that you were referring to earlier?
10 A Yes.
11 Q Thank you.
12 A You keep that?
13 Q Wewill. It will beapart of your transcript
14  so everybody will have a copy.
15 A | really should have checked my spelling.
16 Q | amgoing back. Isthereany -- beforel go
17  back. Any other reasons that you're opposed to
18 the annexation that you haven't identified that
19 arenotin your notes that we have not talked
20 about yet?

521 A No, not off thetop of my head. I'm sureif |
22 thought for awhile| could come up with some.
23 Q Sure. If you think of any others aswe go,

24  pleaselet me know.
25 A Okay.

7 (Pages 22 - 25)
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Page 26 Page 28
1 Q Thefirst thing you said when | asked you why 1  department, it wasn't the police department. It
2 you opposeit, you made acomment about your 2 wasthefire department. Had aflufire, and it
3  safety. Being concerned for your safety, and 3 wasout. When we got there, werealized it was
4 you have used the sheriff a couple of times. 4  aflufire. Wethought it was out. They
5  What were the reasons for calling the sheriff's 5 insisted that they had to go up. And they went
6 office? 6 up.
7 A Do you havekids, do you have teenagers by 7 Q What year was that?
8 chance? 8 A | believethat was before we were married. So
9 Q Ildo 9  wewill be celebrating 25 years next month. So
10 A Yearsago, my son, hewas 17, 18 yearsold. He |10 inthelast 28 years. It was not soon after we
11 waswith his Christian group, and they all went 11  movedin. 'Cause we had the flu cleaned
12 Kingsldland. Caled melate at and said -- | 12 dafterwards.
13  meanitwas, like, 11:00, | don't know -- "Hey, 13 Q You mentioned that your understanding isthe
14 Mom, I'm on my way home. Got a couple of 14  Bloomington Police Department has been
15 friendswho need aplaceto say. Canthey come |15 understaffed. What isthat based on?
16 over?' Sure. Hesaid, "l told them | will be 16 A | have read many documentsin the news letter --
17  there X amount of time." Okay. No worries. 17  I'msorry, the Herald-Times and in the IDS, it's
18 I'm asleep. And the way our bed is, ismy 18 talked about it multiple times.
19 son'sbedroomisover here. My husband and | 19 Q You understand that the city, in 2020 and 2021,
20  bed, here, (indicating) and | can see right 20  contracted with athird party to do analysis of
21 through hisroom. And | woke up, and | see 21  the police department and its staffing and
22 someone coming through hiswindow. AndI'm |22  scheduling?
23 laying there. I'm shaking my husband. I'm 23 A | am not aware of that, no.
24 going -- quietly because | think aburglar is 24 Q Haveyou ever heard of the Novak report?
25 walking in or getting in the house. So my 25 A No.
Page 27 Page 29
1  husband getsup. Well, we saw, you know, they 1 Q Soyou haven't ever seen a copy of the Novak
2 went out thewindow. | called 911. They showed | 2  report?
3 up,andl sent atext to my son. | said, "Hey, 3 A Not that I'm aware of.
4 when you get here, don't be alarmed. The police 4 Q Okay. Talk about property taxes for aminute or
5  will be here. Someonejust tried to break in." 5 two here. Do you understand that you have a
6 Gotaphonecal "No, no, no, Mom. Thosearemy| 6 homestead exemption on your property?
7  friends. Those are my friendsthat | told you 7 A Again, my husband. | have heard of homestead
8 about.” 8 exemptions, but I'm not quite sure.
9 So we had a conversation -- the friends 9 Q Not sure how it appliesto your property or your
10 weredown theroad -- up the road in the car 10 tax bill. Isthat fair?
11  waiting for him to get home. We got them. 11 A That'sfair.
12 Brought them in and explained to them how 12 Q Do you have a mortgage on your property?
13 dangerous what they had just done was. 13 A Yes

14 Q During the course of that scenario, did the
15  sheriff's department show up?

16 A They did. | actually caled to them that they
17  could not -- they didn't need to come. They
18 came anyways because they had to because |
19 called and reported it.

20 Q Do you remember how long --

21 A | don't know.

22 Q --ittook for them --

23 A My son'sin his 30s and he was a teenager.
24 Q Sothiswas 15 to 20 years ago?

25 A Yeah. Another time we called the fire

14 Q Do you know if you have the mortgage exemption
15 filed with the county?

16 A I'mnot sure. | don't know. Again, I'm sure
17  whatever islega, he'sdoneit. But | can't
18  speak for him.

19 Q Other than property tax increase, potential

20  property tax increase, are there -- will the

21  annexation cost you money out of your pocket in
22 other aways?

23 A What do you mean "other ways'? | thought |
24 dready went over that.

25 Q Other than property taxes. So you've talked
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about your waste removal provider. Arethere

other financia impactsto you, not am
extrapolating out to third-party businesses
raising prices because of taxes. But things
that you know, specifically, will cost you more
because of the annexation other than property
taxes and maybe the waste removal ?

8 A Andthefiretax. | will be being taxestwice

9 withthat.
10 Q Anything else?
11 A Not that I'm aware of.
12 Q Do you understand your sewer bill would go down?
13 A | assumeit would. It better. You know, 'cause
14  I'mafreeloader.
15 Q | have heard that.
16 A Yesh, I've heard that too.
17 Q What -- freerider. Have you done an analysis
18 by how much your sewer bill would go down?
19 A | havenot. | have nointerest. | bet it's not
20 $780.
21 Q What is$780 represent? Isthat your tax
22 increase?

~No b WN PR

Page 32
1A Yes

2 Q You seethelast entry there, Rhonda S. and
3  GeorgeP. Gray. October 30, 2009. Do you see
4  that?
5A Yes
6 Q But the owner before was George P. Gray, March
7  25,1997. Do you seethat?
8 A Yes
9 Q Wasthere atime when either --
10 A Do you want meto answer it? | know what --
11 Q Yes. It'sbeenalong day.
12 A Yeah. It'sfine. Welived the other three

13 yearsbefore we got married. So he purchased
14  thehouse. | and my children lived with him,
15 and then, when we got married in -- gosh, when
16  did weget married? '09? That year we

17  jointly -- he added me to the house.

18 Q Okay. So hebought the housein'97. You were
19  added tothedeed in 2009. | think you said you
20  had your 25 anniversary coming up.

21 A Correct.

22 Q Sothat might have been 10 years after you guys

23 A | think so. Around there. 23 got married. 2009 is 15 yearsago. Catching up
24 Q Do you know if homeowner'sinsurance premium 24 on the paperwork, perhaps?
25  would go up, down, stay the same with the 25 A I'mnot sure.
Page 31 Page 33
1 annexation? 1 Q Butatleast --

2 A | don't know.

3 Q Do you know how the City of Bloomington's
4 municipal tax rate compares to other citiesin

5 thestate of Indiana?

6 A No.

7 Q | want to give you some exhibits, one at atime
8 here. Starting with Exhibit 48. 1'm going to

9 giveyoutwo. Onefor you and onefor Bill.

10  You get the one with the sticker.

11 So on Exhibit 48, you see the address at
12 thetop of the page?

13 (Exhibit 48 marked.)

14 MR. BEGGS: That's--

15 A I'msorry. | missunderstood him.

16 Q Thetop of the page, there's an address. 3822
17 South Yonkers Street. Isthat your address?

18 A Yes.

19 Q Arethose picturesthere, pictures of your

20 house?

21 A Yes

22 Q You seeon the bottom right-hand corner, there's

23 anumber stamp. If you would go to the one that
24 ends157. Seethetransfer ownership table
25 there?

2 A Theonly thing | can think of is-- you said 10
3 yearsago? Werefinanced 10 years ago.
4 Q Wadll, at least, according to this from the
5  assessor's office, you show up on the warrantee
6 deedin2009. And at least since then, you've
7  been atitled homeowner; correct?
8 A Correct. And | will need to check this because
9 I think it'sincorrect.
10 Q Goto the next page. Page ending with 158.
11  Thisis-- you seethe valuation record table
12 there? Youhavetosay "Yes."
13 A Yes.
14 Q For 2022, you see the row, it's the second row
15 fromthetop? 2022-04-08?
16 A Yes
17 Q So April 8 of two years ago, the total valuation
18 is$243,400. Do you see that?
19 A | do, yes.
20 Q Areyou familiar with the property tax cap laws
21  inthe state of Indiana?
22 A No.
23 Q Haveyou heard that there's either
24 congtitutional limit or alegal limit on the
25 amount you can be taxed -- your property taxes
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1 can be assessed compared to the assessed value

2 of your home?
3 A No.
4 Q Haveyou heard of the 1 percent tax cap on
5  property taxes?
6 A | have heard of the 1 percent, but | don't think
7  we'retaking about the cap, no.
8 Q Haveyou heard of the 1 percent cap in the
9  property tax concept?
10 A No.
11 Q If youlook at assessed value in 2018, you see
12 whereit $136,400?
13 A Yes
14 Q And then by 2022, it's $243,400. So it's gone

Page 36
1 Q If youlook on the second page of Exhibit 49

2 pageending 151, there's atax history section.
3 Doyou seethat?
4 A Yes--wdl.
5 Q Atthevery bottom?
6 A Yes
7 Q Soif youlook at tax history for the pay year
8 2019 -- do you understand, by the way, for
9  property taxes that the terminology isyou're
10  assessed one year, and you pay the next year; so
11  assessed 2018, pay 2019?
12 A Pay the next year.
13 Q Areyou familiar with that?
14 A No, but I am now.

15  upover $100,000. Do you have any understanding 15 Q Do you seein 2019, the tax bill for the spring

16  astowhy that occurred? 16  of $421.68?

17 A COVID. Isn't everything COVID's fault? 17 A Yes

18 Q Did you add on or do additionsto your houseor |18 Q And then an equal amount for the fall for 2018?

19 vyour -- 19 A Yeah

20 A Oh, yeah. We have added. | mean we've not 20 Q I'msorry, 2019.

21 added on. We've done -- we just not added on 21 A Yes, springandfall. | seeit.

22 but werenovated. 22 Q For atotal of tax liability of $843.36. Do you

23 Q What renovations haveyou doneinthelast five |23  seethat?

24 years? 24 A Yes

25 A New siding -- last five years? 25 Q Do you understand that with your mortgage on
Page 35 Page 37

1Q Yes
2 A Kitchen. Wejust did arenovation herein the

3 lastyear. Sowe putin new floors and new

4  lights. Mainly new floors and just painted. My
5 husband built a beautiful -- | don't know what
6 youcalit--it'sgot our TV onit and our

7 fireplace.

8 Q Aninterior improvement to the home?
9 A Yes. Butnoonehasseenit. Not to be
10 assessed. It will be alot more next year.
11 Q Usualy they don't goinside. So I've given you

12 Exhibit 49 --

13 (Exhibit 49 marked.)

14 A Thisiswhat the ugly house used to looks like.
15 | lovethis &fter.

16 Q Oneof thoseis -- the one without the sticker
17  isfor Bill.

18 A Sorry, Bill. I'm holding on to all your stuff.
19 Q Sothat Exhibit 49. Do you see on thefirst
20 page, your street address, 3822 South Y onkers
21 Street?

22 A Yes

23 Q Andtotheright of that, your name and your
24 husband's name?

25 A Yes

1 your property, the escrow company pays --
2 actualy doesthe physical payment of the
3 property taxes to the county?
4 A Yes
5 Q But you pay some amount each month to the
6 escrow?
7 A Yes, | dounderstand.
8 Q Then 2023, thetotal tax liability is $1,914.88.
9 Doyou seethat?
10 A Yes
11 Q That's more than twice the amount it wasin
12 2019. You agree with me?
13 A Yes
14 Q Andthat'sjust based on the assessed value
15 aone; correct?
16 A Yes.
17 Q You haven't moved or tried to sell your house
18  between 2019 and 2022?
19 A We entertained moving a couple of years ago when

20 dl thiswas going on, but we never made a deal

21 oranything.

22 Q Haveyou ever reviewed the City of Bloomington's
23 fiscal plan?

24 A No, that | am aware of | should say.
25 Q Do you have any information to suggest that the
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1 city'sfiscal plan does not somehow comply with
2 Indianalaw?
3 A No.

4 Q You don't know one way or the other?
5 A | don't know one way or the other.
6 Q Do you know whether the fiscal plan represent a

7  credible commitment of City of Bloomington to
8  provide noncapital serviceslike police,
9 sidewalks, streetlightsto peoplein the
10 annexation areas at the same equivalent standard
11  that they supply to city residents?
12 A | do not know that.

13 Q Do you know if the fiscal plan represents a
14  credible commitment from the city to provide
15  capital services, road construction and things?
16 A | don't know anything about --

17 MR. BEGGS: Object to form and foundation.
18 THE WITNESS: I'm sorry?
19 MR. BEGGS: Go ahead.

20 A | do not know anything about the fiscal plan if
21  that helps.

22 Q Short circuit answer.

23 A I'mhappy to answer but | ...

24 Q Do you have any information about the population
25  density on a persons per acre basis for Areas 1A

Page 40
1A Yes

2 Q Says"If called, Ms. Gray would be asked to

3 testify asalandowner about her opposition to

4 annexation, city services versus otherwise

5 provided services, and the impact of annexation
6  upon her."

7 Do you see that?

8 A Yes

9 Q Isthereanything to add to what you previously
10 tedtified about with respect to any of those
11 topics? Anything cometo mind that you haven't
12 told me about already?
13 A "Asalandowner about her ... city services

14  versus' -- Asfar asbeing annexed, my

15  opposition about why | think | shouldn't be

16 or--

17 Q Yes.

18 A -- or why | think this wasn't done the way that
19 it should be?

20 Q Thefirst.

21 A Thefirst. Notthat | canrecall. | believel

22  covered everything | can think of off the top of
23 my head.

24 Q Now with respect to the second, it not being
25 donetheway it should be, what are your

Page 39
1 orlB?

2 A | personally do not.
3 Q Do you have any information on the zoning --
4  percentage of zoning classificationsin Area 1A
5  or 1B between residential, commercial,
6  industrid?
7 A No.
8 Q Do you have any information on the percentage of
9 landthat's subdivided in Area 1A or 1B?
10 A When you say information, you are wanting me tq
11  tell youif | know what it is? Or if | can get
12 you theinformation?
13 Q No. If you know what it is.
14 A Okay. No.
15 (Exhibit 28 previously marked.)

16 Q Soyou should have Exhibit 28 in front of you.
17  If youlook on page 2, Question 3. Says

18 "ldentify each fact witness you plan to cal to
19 testify inthislawsuit and provide a summary of
20 anticipated testimony.”

21 Do you see that?

22 A | do.

23 Q Thenif you go to page 4, the third name from
24 thetop of the page is Rhonda Gray.

25 Do you see that?

Page 41
1 objectionsto process?
2 A | just don't think it was handled the way it
3 should have been during a pandemic, which we've
4  covered.
5 Q Anything other than that or in addition to that
6 that we covered last time about it being
7  conducted in the pandemic?
8 A No.
9 Q Didyou, by chance, look back through your prior
10  deposition before coming here today?
11 A Yes
12 Q Oh, on Exhibit 28, if you go to page 5, Question
13 Number 5 says"ldentify and list all facts and
14  documents supporting your contention in the
15  petition that the Ordinance Nos. 17-09 and 17-10
16 fail to include equitable terms and conditions
17  asrequired by the Indiana Code and identify
18 witnesses." Do you seethat?
19 A | seethat.
20 Q Gotopage6. Thefourth paragraph down, the

21  onethat starts Thomas McGhie, John Byers. You
22 seeyour namethere at the end, Rhonda Gray, "is
23  anticipate to testify that she was not offered

24
25

an in-lieu-of agreement despite the fact that
other property ownersin Areas 1A and/or 1B were
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1 offered such an agreement."

Page 44
1 STATE OF INDIANA )

2 Do you see that? ) SS
3A Ido 2 COUNTY OF MONROE )
4 Q Doyou knowwhatana‘]ree[nentin”eu of 3 |,C0”een Brady,aNotary Publicin and for
5  annexationis? 4 the County of Monroe, State of Indianaat large, do
6 A My understanding is | would be able to pay money Z :erepy Cer“‘;;/ that ?Z%N:DA GRAtY 't;hletﬂeponmt
i ; ; erein, was by mefirst duly sworn to e
; Q ”:zt;a:t 1211?;];?;8;?:'( the ity of 7 .truth, the whole Fruth, and nothing but the truth
9  Bloomington should have offered you as an g In t?i:?éi?:?;z?:s (rjne?)t(t):éion s taken on
10 option?
11 A Ipthink if it offered some in the area, | think 10" behalf of the Respondents, at the offices of
12 everyone should have been offered that, yes. 11 Bloomington City Hall, 401 North Morton Street,
. ' 12 Room 225, Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana, on
13 Q Do you know who or which landowners were offered 13 the 27th day of February 2024, commencing  the
14 an agreement in lieu of annexation? 14 hour of 3:51 p.m., pursuant to the Indiana Rules of
15 A | heard the Cook group was. 15 Trial Procedure;
16 Q You heard that. But you haven't actually seen 16 That said deposition was taken down
17 theagreement itself? 17 stenographically and transcribed under my
18 A Correct. 18 direction, and that the typewritten transcript isa
19 Q Wouldyou bewilling to pay 75 percent of the 19 true record of the testimony given by the said
20  City'stax rate not to be annexed? 20 deponent; and thereafter presented to said deponent
21 A What would that be? 21 for her signature;
22 Q 75 percent of 2.2 percent times your assessed 22 That the parties were represented by their
23 vauelessany caps or deductions, exemptions? 23 counsel as aforementioned.
24 A I'mnot sure. 24 | do further certify that | am a disinterested
25 Q What terms or condition do you think would be 25 personin this cause of action; that | am not a
Page 43 Page 45
1  appropriate for an agreement in lieu of 1 relative or attorney of any party, or otherwise
2 annexation offered to your property’) 2 |nterested in the event Of th|S aCtion, and am not
3 A Thetermswould be keep them like they are. 2 in trNe eV(/nIE)I'Ilc\)IyEgSt\r}\? I?I;ORrEeOyIS fIOL;‘v”Z rﬁ)srrghto st my
4  There's no reason changeit. ) i A
5 Q Tokind of closethisout, isthere anything 5 hand and affixed my notarial seal on this 15th
6  elsenow that you've a chance to hear my g day of March 2024.
7  questions, give my answers -- give your answers,
8 and any follow-up questions | might have asked, g Coltean 544-‘?
9 isthere anything else about your opposition to Luliesn blauy
10  the annexation that comes to your mind that we 10
11  havenot aready talked about? 11
12 A No. 12 Sedl, Notary Public My Commission Expires:
13 MR. MCNEIL: | have no further questions. State of Indiana March 8, 2029
14 MR. BEGGS: No questions. Thank you very 13
15 much. Signature. Colleen Brady County of Residence:
16 (Time?mted: 4:38 p.m.) 14 Commission No. NP0732235 Monroe
17 AND FURTHER THE DEPONENT SAITH NOT. 15
18 16
19 17
20 18
19
20
21 RHONDA GRAY 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
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1 Veritext Legal Solutions 1 DEPOSITION REVIEW
1100 Superior Ave CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS
2 Suite 1820 2
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6465804
3 Phone: 216-523-1313 3 CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexation Et Al v. The
4 March 15, 2024 Common Council of the City Of Bloomington Et Al
5 To: Mr. Beggs DATE OF DEPOSITION: 2/27/2024
6 Case Name: County Residents Against Annexation Et Al v. The Common 4 WITNESS NAME: Rhonda Gray
Council of the City Of Bloomington Et Al 5 o '?.dacco"ld:nce";iatgt‘:e Rl;l%:)f Civil o
ocedure, | haver e entire transcript of
! Veritext Reference Number: 6465804 6  my testimony or it has been read to me.
8 7 | have listed my changes on the attached
Witness: RhondaGray ~ Deposition Date: 2/27/2024 Errata Sheet, listing page and line numbers as
9 8 well asthe reason(s) for the change(s).
Dear Sir/Madam: 9 | request that these change§ be entered
10 as part of the record of my testimony.
- . . 10
" The deposition transcript taken in the above-referenced | have executed the Errata Sheet, aswell
. . - . 11 asthisCertificate, and request and authorize
b matter, with the reading and signing having not been th at both be appen ded to the transcril pt of my
expressly waived, has been completed and is available g testimony and be incorporated therein.
13
for review and signature. Please call our office to 14 Date Rnionda Gray
1 Sworn to and subscribed before me, a
15 make arrangements for a convenient location to 15 Notary Publicin and for the State and County,
. accomplish this or if you prefer a certified transcript 16 ;Zri%emnzle:d\;vg?s did personally appear
17 They have read the transcript;
can be purchased. They have listed all of their corrections
17 18 in the appended Errata Sheet;
If the erratais not returned within thirty days of your They signed the foregoing Sworn
18 19 Statement; and
receipt of this|letter, the reading and signing will be Their execution of this Statement is of
19 20 their free act and deed.
deemed waived. 21 | have affixed my name and official seal
20 22 this day of ,20_
21 Sincerely, 23
22 Notary Public
23 Production Department 24
24
25 NONOTARY REQUIRED IN CA 25 Commission Expiration Date
Page 47 Page 49
1 DEPOSITION REVIEW 1 ERRATA SHEET
CERTIFICATION OF WITNESS
2 VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS MIDWEST
ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6465804 2 ASSIGNMENT NO: 2/27/2024
3 CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexation Et Al v. The
Common Council of the City Of Bloomington Et Al 3 PAGELI NE(S) ! CHANGE /REASON
DATE OF DEPOSITION: 2/27/2024 4
4 WITNESS NAME: Rhonda Gray 5
5 In accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of 6
6 my testimony or it has been read to me. 7
7 | have made no changes to the testimony
as transcribed by the court reporter. 8
8 9
9 Date Rhonda Gray 10
10 Sworn to and subscribed before me, a 11
Notary Public in and for the State and County, 12
11 thereferenced witness did personally appear
and acknowledge that: 13
12 14
They have read the transcript; 15
13 They signed the foregoing Sworn
Statement; and 16
14 Their execution of this Statement is of 17
their free act and deed.
15 18
| have affixed my name and official sea 19
16
this day of .20 .
17 20 Date Rhonda Gray
- 21 SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
18 Notary Public
19 22 DAY OF , 20
Commission Expiration Date 23
22 Notary Public
22 24
23
24
25 25 Commission Expiration Date
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Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure
Depositions Upon Oral Examination

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness--Changes--Signing.

(1) When the testimony 1is fully transcribed, the
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for
reading and signing and shall be read to or by him,
unless such reading and signing have been waived by
the witness and by each party. “Submitted to the
witness” as used in this subsection shall mean (a)
mailing of written notification by registered or
certified mail to the witness and each attorney
attending the deposition that the deposition can be
read and examined in the office of the officer
before whom the deposition was taken, or (b),
mailing the original deposition, by registered or
certified mail, to the witness at an address
designated by the witness or his attorney, if
requested to do so by the witness, his attorney, or

the party taking the deposition.

(2) If the witness desires to change any answer in
the deposition submitted to him, each change, with

a statement of the reason therefor, shall be made




by the witness on a separate form provided by the
officer, shall be signed by the witness and affixed
to the original deposition by the officer. A copy
of such changes shall be furnished by the officer

to each party.

(3) If the reading and signing have not been waived
by the witness and by each party the deposition
shall be signed by the witness and returned by him
to the officer within thirty (30) days after it 1is
submitted to the witness. If the deposition has
been returned to the officer and has not been
signed by the witness, the officer shall execute a
certificate of that fact, attach it to the original
deposition and deliver it to the party taking it.
In such event, the deposition may be used by any
party with the same force and effect as though it

had been signed by the witness.

(4) In the event the deposition is not returned to
the officer within thirty (30) days after it has
been submitted to the witness, the reporter shall
execute a certificate of that fact and cause the
certificate to be delivered to the party taking it.

In such event, any party may use a copy of the




deposition with the same force and effect as though

the original had been signed by the witness.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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