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STATE OF | NDI ANA
COUNTY OF MONRCE
IN THE MONRCE Cl RCU T COURT

COUNTY RESI DENTS AGAI NST
ANNEXATI ON, I NC., an Indiana
not for profit Corporation,
Representative of Those in the
Territories Sought to be
Annexed; DON CREEK, HARRY
FERRI'S, W LLI AM MAN WARI NG,
DAN DOYLE, CATHERI NE DENSFORD,
ETHEL ANN SATLER, MARILYN J.
DANI ELSON, DEAN F. HOKE, BERT
F. PHI LLIPS, SUNNY SLATER,
HOLLY HI LL, DEBORAH REED f or
REED QUARRI ES, | NC.,

THOVAS W MCH E, RI CKY
FERGUSON, THOVAS E. OSBORN,
JIMM E JOHNSON, RI CHARD PEACH,
KAREN LAUCELLA, BARBARA

LEI NI NGER, RHONDA GRAY,

ARLLYS PAPKE, JOANNA HAHN;

and OTHER TERRI TORY 1A AND

| OMNERS OF LAND,
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1 PROCEEDINGS

2 THE REPORTER: Good morning. My name
3 isAndrew Pronschinske; | am the reporter assigned by
4 Veritext to take the record of this proceeding. We're
5 now on the record at 10:36 a.m.
6 Thisisthe deposition of Rita Barrow
7 taken in the matter of County Residents Against
8 Annexation, Incorporated and | ndiana not-for-profit
9 Corporation et al. vs. The Common Council of the City
10 of Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana, et al. on
11 March 14, 2024, at the Bloomington City Hall, 401
12 North Morton Street, Bloomington, Indiana, 46 --
13 47404.

14 | am a notary authorized to take

Page 8
EXAMINATION
BY MR. MCNEIL:

Q Please state your name for the record.

A RitaBarrow.

Q Ms. Barrow, aswe just met my name is Andrew
McNeil. I'm one of the attorneys for the City of
Bloomington in this annexation remonstrance case.
Have you ever had the opportunity to provide
deposition testimony before?

A No.

Q Haveyou ever testified in a court
proceeding?

A No. Well -- I'm sorry, yes. Yes, | did one
time prior. Therewas an incident that | had an
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9 City of Bloomington.
10 MS. CLEMENTS: Margaret Clements,
11 County Residents Against Annexation.
12 MR. HEEB: Ryan Heeb, of the firm
13 Bunger & Robertson for the petitioners.
14 MS. BARROW: RitaBarrow, Van Buren
15 Township Trustee.
16 THE REPORTER: Thank you. Hearing no
17 objection, | will now swear in the witness.
18 Please raise your right hand.
19 WHEREUPON,
20 RITA BARROW,
21 called as awitness and having been first duly sworn
22 totell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
23 the truth, was examined and testified as follows:
24 THE REPORTER: Thank you. We may
25 proceed.

15 acknowledgments and administer oathsin Indiana. 15 intruder to comeinto my home and that was taken to
16 Additionally, absent an objection on 16 court.
17 the record before the witnessis sworn, all parties 17 Q Sowasthat acriminal case against the
18 and the witness understand and agree that any 18 intruder?
19 certified transcript produced from the recording of 19 A Yes
20 this proceeding: 20 Q Okay. How long ago was that?
21 - isintended for all uses permitted 21 A I'mgoingto say 15 or 16 years ago.
22 under applicable procedural and 22 Q Soforadeposition, the ground rules are
23 evidentiary rules and lawsin the 23 pretty simple. 1'm going to ask you a series of
24 same manner as a deposition recorded 24 questions and your job is to answer them as compl etely
25 by stenographic means; and 25 and astruthfully asyou can. Does that make sense?
Page 7 Page 9
1 - shall constitute written stipulation 1 A Yes
2 of such. 2  Q If youdon't understand my question will you
3 At thistime will everyonein 3 let me know?
4 attendance please identify yourself for the record, 4 A Absolutely.
5 beginning from my left. 5 Q If youdon't hear me or need me to rephrase
6 MR. MCNEIL: Andrew McNeil, Bose 6 something will you let me know that too?
7 McKinney & Evansfor the City of Bloomington. 7 A Yes
8 MR. UNGER: Steve Unger also with the 8 Q If you need to take abreak for any reason

9 to use the restroom or stand to stretch your legs will
10 you let me know that?
11 A Yes
12 Q Didyou do anything to prepare for the
13 deposition today?
14 A | haveafew -- afew itemsthat | focused
15 on asfar as whenever the residents would comeinto
16 our office and ask about it.
17 Q Soyou haveafolderin front of you that
18 has a handful of --

19 A | just made copies.

20 Q Isthatone--

21 A Andl --I think you have these.

22  Q Sodidyou make copies-- extra copies for

23 everybody?
24 A Notfor everybody just for one. | don't
25 want to make extra copiesif | don't have to.
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Page 10
1 Q Sure. Sohow many different packets are

2 stapled together in your folder?
3 A Two.
4 Q Andhow --
5 A Those are something else, but -- and that's
6 not for annexations.
7 Q Sotheother papersin your folder, which
8 you've now closed are unrelated to the annexation?
9 A No. They relatetoit, but that's -- it's
10 just information that I've received, so it's not
11 anything big.

12 Q So--received from where?
13 A Everyone.
14 Q Solet'sjustif we-- canwe-- doyou mind

15 if I look at your folder like just the whole folder?

16 Thank you.
17 A Mm-hmm.
18 Q You'vehanded methefolder. Thefirst

19 document on top says "Annexation Financial Impact

20 Monroe County Government minus negative $2,737,000"
21 and then there's other data there; correct?

22 A Yes

23 Q Thesecond page says, "Van Burenis not

24 interested in becoming part of the annexation" and

25 then there it says "Township assistance provides' and

Page 12
1 A Probably 2021 -- 2021.

2 Q Okay. And then the second page the "Van
3 Burenisnot interested in becoming a part of the
4 annexation" this--
5 A That'smine.
6 Q Whenwasthiscreated?
7 A That wascreated about -- I'm going to say
8 three to four months ago.
9 Q Wadl, thefar-right column is 2024 year to
10 date and thisis the middle of March 2024.
11 A So--well, that could be my budget that
12 was-- imposed there, but I'm not positive. | can't
13 remember the dates. | --
14 Q What wasthe purpose for preparing this?
15 A Justto show what we do and how much we
16 spend each year and what kind of impact this would be
17 on annexation.
18 Q Sothefiguresthat arein thetable --
19 A Thatiswhat we have spent for -- from |
20 think it's 2020. Isthat correct?

21 Q Yes. 2020 through 2024 year to date.

22 A Yes

23 Q Andit'sbroken down by year?

24 A Yes

25 Q Sofor 2020, for example, it saysthetotals

Page 11
1 then there'satable of different servicesthe

2 township provides?

3 A Yes

4  Q Andthen some narrative comments at the

5 bottom.

6 A Yes

7 Q Andthen thethird page lookslike a

8 financia report or comparative data from 2021

9 estimated revenue impact to overlapping taxing units
10 with Baker Tilly information in one column. Reedy
11 Financial Group in another column and then a variance
12 column at the far-right side; correct?
13 A Yes
14 Q Wheredid thisfirst page this"Annexation
15 Financial Impact Data" document come from?
16 A | believethat came from the County, but I'm
17 not positive on -- | didn't go into depth to try it

18 findit, but | think it wasin the news -- oh, it was

19 inthe HT.

20 Q Inthewhat? TheHarold Times?

21 A Harold Times.

22 Q Isthissomething you copied from the Harold
23 Times?

24 A Yes

25

Q When did you prepare this document?

Page 13
1 are $89,326.67.

2 A Correct. Andif you think about it, that

3 wasduring COVID.

4 Q Sure. S02023, thetotals are $124,184.85?
5 A Yes

6 Q Andthese are amounts the township trustee
7 has spent on assistance programs?

8

9

A Yes
Q It'snot the total budget?
10 A No. No.
11 Q Andthen this comparative page between Baker

12 Tilly and Reedy Financial, where did you get this
13 from?

14 A From Baker Tilly, | believe. And that's
15 been -- what two, three years ago.

16 Q Andthenext document, it's actualy the
17 samething.

18 A Yes

19 Q Okay. And there's--

20 A Themap.

21 Q Themap. Isthis-- what isthisamap of?
22 A Of theannexation areain Van Buren.

23 Q Soit's1B?

24 A 1A.

25 Q I'msorry, 1A overlap and --
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1 A And1B,yes.
2 Q SoVanBuren Township has parcelsin both 1A
3 and 1B?
4 A Yes
5 Q Andthen there's some narrative notes.
6 A Yeah
7 Q Didyou writethose?
8 A Ithink | probably did.
9 Q Whendidyou prepare this document?
10 A Oh, mygosh. I'mgoing to say probably
11 January, February of thisyear.
12 Q What wasyour purposein creating them?
13 A Just sol would have reference.
14  Q Thenext document istitled "Annexation
15 Subpoena,”" do you seethat? What is this document?
16 A Thatisonethat was givento measfar as
17 being subpoenaed.
18 Q What -- who gaveit to you?
19 A | would say probably one of the law offices
20 and it may have been you.
21 Q Waell -- so how did you receive this
22 document, by email?
23 A Mm-hmm.
24 Q Youhavetosay "yes' for the record.
25 A Yes

Page 16
1 commissioned. Areyou familiar with the Novak

2 Consulting Group report?
3 A No

Q Thestudy said we needed 121 officers --

A I'msorry. Yes, | do. | had read that and
that was something that | thought that if you asked
me, | could say, "Okay. Let mefind my notes."

Q Sothe--did you read that report?

A Only that.

Q Only the conclusion?

A That'stheonly, yes. That's the only thing
12 that | read in that.
13 Q Theonly thing you read just so the record
14 isclear. The only thing you read in that report was
15 the conclusion that the City of Bloomington needed 121
16 police officers?
17 A Yes. And by the timethat they add everyone
18 esein, there'sareport that says they will need
19 over 160 to be able to provide public service to al
20 the areas.

© 0 N o o b

10
11

21 Q What report isthat?
22 A | can'ttell you because | didn't haveit
23 down there.

24  Q Sothis-- you say herethe national average
25 indicates acommunity needs 1.6 officersfor every

Page 15
MR. HEEB: Can | see what you're

1
2 looking at?
3 BY MR. MCNEIL:
4 Q Soitsays"Annexation Subpoena.” First
5 sentence when contractors build into additions, they
6 request sewer and water, example cost of home and
7 labor involved $250,000. Do you see -- well, you're
8 familiar with that? Y ou shook your head, yes?
9 A Yes I'msorry.

10 Q That'sall right. Butit'syour testimony

11 that you were not the author of this document;

12 correct? Let me-- did you write this document?

13 A |don'tknow. | can't seeit from here.
14  Q [I'msorry.
15 A Thisismine.

16 Q Okay. Sowhen you said you got something
17 from the law office, you were referring to the
18 subpoenaitself?

19 A Yes

20 Q Okay. And then there'sadocument for
21 police?

2 A Yes

23  Q Didyou writethat aswell?

24 A Yes

25 Q Itreferstoa2019, study the City

Page 17
1 thousand people.

2 A Yes
3 Q What national -- what's the source of that
4 national average?
A If | had my computer in front of me, | could

6 tell you.
7 Q Doyouknow if it'sfrom the FBI?
8 A Idon'tknow whoit'sfrom.

9 Q Sowasita--thisaveragewasita
10 staffing recommendation or doesit reflect what the

(&)

11 averageisinthefield?

12 A Itwasastaffing recommendation.

13 Q Okay. And do you have your computer with
14 you?

15 A No, | donot.

16 Q Soyou believethereisareport out there

17 that saysthe national average staffing recommendation
18 is 1.6 officersfor every thousand people?

19 A Yes. And!'ll bevery honest on this. This

20 isnot anything to do with Van Buren other than the

21 fact that the residents of Van Buren will need

22 additional public safety people.

23  Q Didyou know what the population count is of

24 the Van Buren township residents who are in annexation
25 areas 1A and 1B?

5 (Pages 14 - 17)
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Page 18
1 A Thewholetotal isabout 13,000.
2 Q Thewholetotal of Van Buren Townshipis
3 13,0007
4 A Yes
5 Q Andwhat portion of that populationisin
6 annexation areas 1A and 1B?
7 A Thirty -- 3100, | believe. It'scloseto
8 3100.
9 Q Andlooking back at this map, the area
10 shaded in blueisthat the Van Buren Township?
11 A No. Thatisal Perry. Perry Township
12 within Van Buren.
13 Q Sowhich--
14 A If not -- unlessthat doesn't -- let me see.
15 Q Sorry. Yellow istarget -- it saysyellow
16 istargeted for annexation.
17 A Yes, thisisall Van Buren.
18 Q Soit'syour -- and isthat the entirety of
19 the Van Buren Township areathat isin annexation area

20 1A or 1B?

21 A Both. No, I'msorry. 1B -- 1B because

22 dfter it -- it startsin Richland Township in Highland
23 Village and goes al the way to State Road 45 and then
24 from State Road 45 to Fullerton Pike.

Page 20
1 A Yes
2 Q --overlapwith the annexation areas?
3 A Yes1B.
4 Q Sowhenyou said earlier that thisis all of
5 the Van Buren Township area--
6 A ltsnotdl.
7 Q That'sin 1A a 1B, that wasincorrect?
8 A Itis1B.
9 Q Butit'sonly aportion of --
10 A Yes
11  Q --it'sonly aportion of the Van Buren
12 Township property in 1B?
13 A Correct.
14 Q Allright. Have city police officers

15 reached out to the Van Buren Township Trustee to tell
16 you of their poor working conditions?

17 A Yes

18 Q Who? Which officers?

19 A Ilhavenoidea That'sbeenalongtime
20 ago.

21 Q Andthey'retalking to you directly?

22 A Yes. It'seither by phone or in person and

23 that has been a couple years ago.
24  Q There'sadocument here with thetitle

25 Q Sowhatdidyou -- what did you just 25 "Circuit Breaker --
Page 19 Page 21
1 describe? 1 A Mm-hmm.
2 A WherelA wasand 1B was. 2 Q Arethey-- you haveto say "yes." Sorry.
3 Q Right. Sowhat I'm asking to understand is 3 A Yes I'msorry.
4 thisyellow shaded area on this map is that the 4 Q That'salright. You'll get usedtoit.
5 totality of Van Buren Township area -- 5 It's-- it's different because we have, you know, you
6 A No 6 don't normally talk to someone and there'sa
7 Q Thatisinannexation area 1A and/or 1B? 7 transcript being made. There's a document that says
8 A Yes 8 "Circuit Breaker;" correct?

9 Q Right. Soit'syour testimony there's
10 approximately 3100 people who livein that yellow-

11 shaded area?

12 A It'snottheyellow. It'stheblue, |
13 believe.

14 Q Soitsayshlueisnot targeted for

15 annexation.

16 A Okay. Okay. Thisisadifferent map.

17 blue -- blueiswhere it was not asked. And if you
18 look at the yellow right there according to what 1've
19 read the City wanted the committee to -- community
20 areato stay together. The yellow and the blue going
21 acrossthe line there was not annexed. And my

22 question was why did you not annex the whole community
23 there?

24  Q Right. Sothisis--thisisjusta

25 snapshot of a subset of Van Buren Township --

9 A Correct.
10 Q Isthisadocument you typed up?
11 A Yes
12 Q Thentherearethree pages of text that have

13 quotes by a person named Ross. Ross said -- and it's
14 in -- it'sadescription of tax caps and circuit
15 breakers and things like that?

16 A Correct.
17  Q Do you know what thisis?
18 A They were probably my notes whenever

19 annexation was occurring.

20 Q Doyouknow if thiswas-- it looksto me
21 here -- it looks to me like at least those first two

22 pages were copied from an article and pasted into a
23 document?

24 A Yes.

25 Q Isthat what'sgoing on?

6 (Pages 18 - 21)
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Page 22
1 A Yes

2 Q Doyouknow what article it was that that
3 data-- that information comes from?
4 A No. And | will say thiswas -- excuse me.
5 My notesto theresidentsif they came in and asked
6 for an explanation of what was going to happen.
7 Bottom line, | gave them as much information as what |
8 could that | could back myself on.
9 But it's from what 1've seen and what I've
10 heard and one I've spoke with, individuals that are
11 over this 65 that get that circuit breaker and that
12 tax, if their assessed value went over, then they did
13 not get the circuit breaker.
14 Q Right. You understand there's assessed
15 vaue and income limitations on the over-65 circuit
16 bresker?
17 A Yes
18 Q Okay. Andthelast pagein your folder.
19 It'sadocument it says "City gives grantsto the

Page 24
in the total area are on socia security. That's

1
2 20,000 people.
3 A That'scorrect.
4  Q Inthat example, do you know what portion of
5 that -- what represents the 20,000 people on a
6 percentage basiswould reside in either 1A or 1B?
7 A I'mgoingto say at least 20 percent.
8 Q S0 20 percent of the 20 percent?
9 A Mm-hmm, 20 percent of the 200 or the what
10 wasit you asked mein the first?

11 Q Wadl, sol said assume 100,000 people.
12 A 100,000. Okay. And the reason | know this
13 ishbecause | haveindividuals that call me and say,

14 "Rita, can you look up" -- which was provided by the
15 City, "what my impact would be on assessed value and
16 what my taxeswould be." And | said, "Sure."

17 So | went back to that document. They give

18 metheir address. I'd look at it and I'd say,

19 "According to this, it looks like you're going to go X

20 following" with amounts and Van Buren donated 20 amount over."
21 amounts -- 21  Q Solet metry tofocus my question based on
22 A Yes 22 the answer you provided before that one. Areyou
23 Q --andtheRed Cross, Community Kitchen, 23 saying that all of the Van Buren residents who are on
24 organizations like that. 24 social security alone --
25 A Correct. 25 A No. I'mnot saying --
Page 23 Page 25
1 Q Whatisthisdocument? 1 Q --liveinareas1A and 1B?
2 A Thatismy document that | -- | giveto 2 A No.
3 certain non-profits because Van Buren does not have a 3 Q Right.
4 food pantry, which we help out Red Cross whenever 4 A I'msaying 20 percent of the residents that
5 there'safirethat'sin Van Buren. Wetry to help 5 are being annexed live on socia security alone.
6 them to help the resident or the renter that was not 6 Q Soif therewere 3100 residentsin the
7 permitted to go back into the property. 7 annexation area --
8 Aswell aswe have guidelines that we are 8 A 20 percent of that is 62.
9 not over a certain amount within Van Buren for rent or 9 Q Youhaveto let mefinish my question.
10 utilities. That's our guidelines given to the State 10 Sorry, 620; right?
11 Board of Accounts. 11 A Yesh
12 Q Okay. There'sanote on the back to the 12 Q Okay. Soit'syour belief that there's
13 very first page. It says"At least 20 percent of Van 13 approximately 600 or so social security only residents

14 Buren residents are living on social security alone.”
15 A Yes

16 Q What'sthe source of that information?

17 A Census.

18 Q Doyouknow what portion of those residents
19 of Van Buren Township live in either area 1A or 1B?
20 A 1A and1B.

21 Q Right. But--

22 A Both

23 Q Sure. Butmy questionissoif there's--

24 say there's 100,000 people. That'sjust around

25

number. Easy to do math with and 20 percent of them

14 of Van Buren Township who residein area 1A or 1B7
15 A Yes

16 Q Andthat'sjust based on your sense of

17 things or isthat based on a study that you've done?
18 A It'snot based on astudy. Because you

19 can't get an actual.

20 Q Right. Soweregoing to before thisis

21 over, we're going to mark this as an exhibit and make
22 it -- we'll make copies of it and then put it to the

23 transcript, so everybody has a copy of it. And |

24 asked you -- we started there with what you had done
25 to prepare for the deposition and | think you said

7 (Pages 22 - 25)
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Page 26
1 you -- that's how we got into your folder. What else

2 did you do to prepare for the deposition?

3 A That'sit.

4 Q Didyoutak toMs. Clementsor anybody from
5 Mr. Heeb's office?

6 A No. Mr.Beggs, | talked with whenever this

7 wasall going that | was going to be annexed. And he
8 did no more than just tell metell the truth.

9 Q Andyou said you were going to be annexed,

10 you meant you were going to be deposed?
11 A I'msorry, yes.
12 Q Okay. Soyour conversation with Mr. Beggs

13 wasthere's going to be a deposition and you just need
14 totell the truth?

15 A Yes

16 Q Okay. Any other communications with anyone
17 about the deposition, you know, what kind of questions
18 are going to be asked. What to expect? Anything like
19 that?

20 A No.

21 Q You'refamiliar with the organization of

22 County Residents Against Annexation?

23 A Yes

24 Q Whatisyour affiliation or involvement with

25 that organization?

Page 28
1 A No
2 Q Didyou distribute anti-annexation signs
3 from your township trustee's office?
4 A Onlyif they comeinand ask. | had themin
5 my vehicle.
6 Q Youhadthemin RitaBarrow's personal
7 vehicle --
8 A Correct.

9 Q --asopposed to RitaBarrow township
10 trustee?
11 A Correct.
12 Q Andyou kept them in your vehicle, you did

13 not bring them inside to the township trustee's
14 office?

15 A Notthat| recal.

16 Q How many employeesaretherein the township
17 trustee office today?

18 A Eleven.

19 Q How many weretherein 2021?

20 A Eleven.

21 Q Allright. Arethereany employeesat the

22 Van Buren Township Trustee's office who to your
23 knowledge live in the annexation area?

24 A Yes

25 Q Whichemployeesin your -- in the township

Page 27
1 A My &ffiliation is nothing more than as a

2 trustee, and as atrustee, | want to know what's going
3 ontotell theresidents. Asfar asanything else,

4 |I'm not involved.

5 Q Whenyou say you'reatrustee, you mean the

6 township trustee --
7 A Correct.
8 Q --notatrustee of the organization?
9 A No, no.
10 Q Haveyou hadinthe past moreinvolvement

with County Residents Against Annexation than just

12 being the Van Buren Township Trustee?

13 A No. That'smy -- that'smy role.

14 Q Wereyou aco-founder of the organization?

15 A No.

16 Q Youawareof anyone representing to the

17 public that you were a co-founder of the organization?
18 A Nottomy knowledge.

19 Q Didyou assist the organization in

20 collecting remonstrance petition signaturesin the
21 fall of 2021?

22 A No.

23  Q Didyour office provide any support or

24 assistance to those opposing annexation during the
25 remonstrance period?

Page 29
1 trustee's office live in one of the annexation areas?
2 A Rachel Combs and her husband, David.
3 Q WhatisMs. Combssrolein thetownship
4 trustee's office?
5 A Sheismy admin that produces checksto
6 vendors.
7 Q Soaccounts payable?
8
9

A Mm-hmm.
Q Youhavetosay "yes."
10 A Accounts payable.
11 Q Right. Andyou haveto say "yes' for the
12 record. Sorry.
13 A Yes Accounts payable.

Q And| don't do that to berude. I'm just
trying to make sure that we have a clean copy of this
because when somebody a month from now reads it who
wasn't here. They've to understand what was said and
so if you nod your head or something like that that's
opento --
20 A | forget that we'rerecording, so | will try
to do better.

Q Yeah. AndI'mjust trying to let you know
I'm not being rude. 1'm just trying to make sure it's
all aclean transcript.

MR. HEEB: And along those same lines

8 (Pages 26 - 29)
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Page 30
1 make sure he asks his question fully before you

2 respond.

3 MR. MCNEIL: That way he doesn't have
4 to decidewho'stalking and it's just easier. And

5 I'll try to let you finish your answer before | start

6 my next question.
7 BY MR. MCNEIL:
8 Q Youmentioned David Combstoo. What's his
9 role with the township trustee's office?
10 A Hedoesnotwork at theoffice. Thatis
11 Rachel's husband.
12 Q Oh, so he's someone who livesin the
13 annexation area?
14 A Yes
15 Q Haveyou ever discussed annexation with
16 Ms. Combs?
17 A Yes
18 Q Inwhat context?
19 A Shewould ask isthere -- isthere any news
20 about the annexation or I'm being -- she said | -- was
21 also haveto do adeposition. And other than that,
22 no.
23 Q Haveyou ever asked Ms. Combs to do any work

24 from the township trustee's office for benefit of
25 those opposing annexation?

Page 32
1 A Yes, at thistime.

2  Q Andasthetownship trustee, you're also
3 opposed?

4 A  Yes, at thistime.

5 Q Isthat based on anything other than the

6 fact that it'sinvoluntary and everything that goes
7 aong with being involuntarily annexed?

8 A Itgoesaong with being involuntary

9 annexation.
10 Q Right. Soandyou understand --
11 A Bothsides. Aspersona and astrustee.
12 Q Andyou understand that the statutory

13 framework of annexation in the state of Indiana alows
14 for involuntary annexation as well as aremonstrance
15 opportunity against involuntary annexation?

16 MR. HEEB: Object to the form.

17 Y ou can go ahead and answer.

18 BY MR. MCNEIL:

19 Q Soevery onceinawhile, he'll object, and

20 that's for the judge to consider later, if necessary.

21 But since there's no judge here in the room to rule on
22 that objection, you still need it answer, so --

23 A Okay. Would you ask it again, please?

24 Q Yes. Do youunderstand that the statutory

25 framework in Indiana for annexation alowsfor the

Page 31
1 A No.

2 Q Areyou-- so, thereéstwo layersto this
3 question that I'm about to ask. Oneis Rita Barrow
4 personally and one is Rita Barrow township trustee.
5 A Okay.
6 Q Andsowhenyou'reanswering them, please
7 identify which voice you're speaking from. Areyou
8 opposed to the annexation? I'll break it down. Are
9 you opposed to the annexation on apersona level ?
10 A Onapersona level, no.
11 Q Areyou opposed to the annexation in your
12 role as atownship trustee?
13 A No. Now I'm going to finish this by saying
14 no, I'm not opposed to annexation because | believe
15 the City has arightful to go ahead and receive some
16 annexation getting them into the City. What | am
17 against isinvoluntary annexation. No one should be
18 alowed to go in and tell the property owner we're
19 annexing you.
20 Thisis going to be your tax from now on.
21 These arethe rulesthat you're going to go by from
22 now on.
23 Q Solet meask amore precise question then.
24 Do you Rita Barrow personally oppose the City's
25 attempted annexation of areas 1A and 1B?

Page 33
1 municipality to involuntarily annex an area, but also

2 affordsthe land owners and residentsin that areato
3 attempt to remonstrate against the annexations?

4 MR. HEEB: Same objection.
5 Y ou can go ahead and answer.
6 THE WITNESS: Yes, | understand that.

7 BY MR. MCNEIL:
8 Q Okay. Philosophically, though you're -- it
9 sounds like you have an objection to the concept of
10 involuntary annexation?
11 A Exactly.
12 Q Inyour role asthe Van Buren Township
13 Trustee that's an elected position; correct?

14 A Yes

15 Q How long haveyou been in that role?

16 A | wasappointed in January of 2010, elected
17 in 2011, and so | have been in thisrole going on 14
18 years.

19 Q Isthat your full-timejob?

20 A Yes

21 Q Whatdidyou do for work before you were a

22 township trustee?

23 A [l wasretired.

24 Q Wheredid you retire from?

25 A Thompson Consumer Electronicsin
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1 Indianapolis.
2 Q Youworked at the Indianapolis location?
3 A | worked at Bloomington, Juarez, and
4 Indianapalis.
5 Q What didyou do there at Thompson?

6 A | wassupply chain.
7 Q How many yearsdid you work at Thompson all
8 offices combined?
9 A Twenty-nineyears.
10 Q Which Thompson location was your last
11 Thompson location?
12 A Headquarters-- on | think it's 106th
13 Street.
14  Q InlIndianapolis?
15 A Mm-hmm.
16 Q It'snow the St. Vincent Ascension
17 headquarters or at least some operational building.
18 A Yes
19 Q It'sdtill considered one of the ugliest
20 buildingsin Indianapolis.
21 A ltis
22 MR. HEEB: | fed like| should object

23 to the form of that question, but | don't have adog
24 inthat fight.
25 /1

Page 36
1 A Yes

2 Q Okay. Isitoneof your dutiesto manage
3 all the township property interests?

4 A Forthetownship? Yes.

5 Q What property interest does the township

6 possess?

7 A Whatinsurance?

8 Q Interests?

9 A |Interest. None.
10 Q Doyou currently have any property
11 management responsibilities as the township trustee?
12 A Yes
13 Q What property management responsibilities do
14 you have?
15 A | have-- well that was prior. | did have

16 the Van Buren Fire Department on Kirby Road along with
17 station 39. Now it's station 29 and 39 that isin

18 Stanford. And then the office now that I'm at is 2123

19 the other one was 2130.

20 Q Doesthetownship trustee own the real

21 estate where the officeis|located or does it rent?

22 A Yes

23 Q Okay. And the -- when you -- when did you

24 no longer -- stop having property management

25 responsibility for the VVan Buren Fire Department

Page 35
1 BY MR. MCNEIL:

2 Q Whatisyour -- sodoyoulivein Van Buren

3 Township?
4 A Yes
5 Q Doyoulivein one of the annexation areas?
6 A No.
7 Q Didyou sign aremonstrance petition?
8 A No.
9 Q Whereisthetrustee's-- what isthe
10 address of the trustee's office?
11 A 2123 South Kirby Road.
12  Q Isthatin one of the annexation areas?
13 A No.
14 Q Arethedutiesof the township trustee

15 established by statute?

16 A Yes

17 Q Andyourefamiliar with that statute?

18 A Oh, absolutely.

19 Q Andifl said Indiana Code 36-4-3, does that

20 sound familiar?

21 A Doyou redlize how many codes there are?
22  Q Butthisoneisthe township trustee's

23 duties?

24 A Yes

25 Q You'veread that before?

Page 37

1 property?

2 A December 2020.

3 Q Isthat because effective January 2021 the

4 Monroe Fire Protection District took over the fire

5 servicefor Van Buren Township?

6 A Yes Andthat wasto save my firefighters.

7 Q What doesthat mean?

8 A When annexation began, | spoke with the

9 mayor and then | spoke with the fire chief, and from
10 my understanding, the fire chief told me that the
11 firefighters that had been there since 1972 asfar as
12 beginning in 72, they would be allowed to drive road
13 trucks, dump trucks, trash trucks, but they would not
14 be alowed because they didn't have their
15 certifications.
16 My quote to him was they've more
17 certifications then you did and | can prove every one
18 of them because that was part of my role was to make
19 sure that they followed the rules from fire.
20 Q Yousaid thisconversation occurred when
21 annexation first started?
22 A In2017, okay.
23 Q Areyoufamiliar with the law that changed
24 in 2019 with respect to fire services in annexation
25 areas?
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Page 38
A Yes

1
2 Q Whatisyour understanding of that law?
3 A Theunderstanding is my -- well, isthat the
4 firedistrict will not become a part of the annexation
5 area. They will continue to run as adistrict.
6 Q SotheVanBuren Township's current fire
7 protection is provided by the Monroe Fire Protection
8 Didtrict; correct?
9 A They'reapart of the Monroe Fire Protection
10 District.
11 Q Andwhatisyour understanding of the
12 current coverage of thefire district? Like what area
13 of Monroe County doesit cover?
14 A All the outstanding townships except for
15 Washington, who's getting ready to go in. Bean
16 Blossom and Richland.
17 Q Sothefire protection district covers Van
18 Buren Township?

Page 40
1 A I'mnot sure.

2 Q Butyou understand that if the annexation
3 occurred the fire protection district will continue to
4 bethefire provider for the Van Buren Township
5 residentsin areas 1A and 1B?
6 A Correct.
7 Q Andthat's-- you understand that's a
8 function of this 2019 law?
9 A Yes
10 Q Asitpertainsto fire protection districts
11 in annexation areas?
12 A Yes
13 Q Doyouknow if the Monroe Fire Protection
14 District fire property tax rateis higher than the tax
15 rate for the Bloomington Fire Department?
16 A |dont, no.
17 Q Wouldyou be surprised to learn that the
18 firerateinside the city islower -- tax rateis

19 A VanBuren Township. 19 lower than the fire tax rate in the fire protection
20 Q Bloomington Township? 20 district?
21 A Bloomington Township. 21 MR. HEEB: Object to the form.
2 Q Perry? 22 Y ou can answer.
23 A Perry. 23 THE WITNESS: Y es, because they receive
24 Q Clear Creek, Indian Creek? 24 all the public safety, local income tax.
25 A Yes 25 //
Page 39 Page 41
1 Q AndBenton; correct? 1 BY MR. MCNEIL:
2 A AndBentonand Salt and Polk and contracted | 2 Q Who'sthey?
3 with them. 3 A TheC City.
4 Q AndWashingtoniscurrently contracted with | 4 Q Soyou'resaying "yes' you would surprised
5 them, but about to become part of the district? 5 or "yes' the City's lower because they receive the
6 A Thatiscorrect. 6 public safety income tax?
7  Q And thenyou know the fire provider for 7 A Yes, theCity'sislower because they
8 Richland Township? 8 receive the public safety local income tax.
9 A The-- you mean thefire chief? 9 Q Butthe--it'syour understanding that if
10 Q What entity isthefire provider for 10 the annexation of 1A and 1B by the City is successful,
11 Richland Township? 11 it will not impact the fire provider for Van Buren
12 A | don't understand. 12 Township?
13 Q Wadll, you -- | think you said Richland was 13 A Yes, | understand that, but | also

14 not part of the fire protection district.
15 A That'sright. The township and the town pay
16 for their own.

17 Q Thetown of Ellettsville?
18 A Yes
19 Q Andthat'swhat | wasasking if you

20 understood who provided that service?

21 A Okay.

22  Q Whereisthe headquartersfor the fire
23 protection district?

24 A OnKennedy Drive.

25 Q Isthatin one of the annexation areas?

14 understand that the -- with the minimal amount of
15 police that they've to come out that far and with the
16 continuing of addressing new police to comein, that'g
17 going to take another two years to get them settled.
18 Q What doesthat have to do with fire

19 protection?

20 A Nothing to do with fire protection. Thisis
21 what | think. On my notes, it was the police --

22 Q Right.

23 A -- andright now the time going from the

24 City to where the township is currently or any of the
25 subdivisionsthat's going to take awhile.
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1 Q Remember at the beginning of the deposition

2 whether | talked about ground rules and said that your
3 job was to answer my questions as completely and as
4 truthfully asyou could?

5 A Yes

6 Q Okay. Sol have not asked you about the
7 police yet.

8 A Okay.

9 Q Butl'mgoingto ask you now about crime

10 statisticsand Van Buren Township, are you familiar
11 with those?

12 A No.

13 Q Areyou--isityour testimony that the

14 areas of Van Buren Township that are in annexation
15 areas 1A and 1B are high crime-ridden dangerous
16 neighborhoods?

17 A No.

18 Q They're safe neighborhoods; aren't they?
19 A Except for Walmart.

20 Q Right.

21 A AndWamartisinthat area.

22  Q Right. Andyou understand that the

23 sheriff's department currently provides --

Page 44

1 A No

2 Q Youever ask for that information?

3 A No

4  Q Another -- going back to the duties of the

5 township trustee, the statute includes the
6 responsibility to keep township records open for
7 public inspection. Y ou understand that?
8 A Yes
9 Q Whattownship records generally are there
10 that are open to public inspection?
11 A Anyof my notes. Any of my budgets. Any of
12 my annua reports. Any resolutions that the board
13 approves. Any additional appropriations that we
14 encounter or request. Any township assistance that
15 has been denied | go to court explaining why.
16 Q That'sapretty good summary asfar asyou
17 can tell sitting here right now?
18 A Yes
19 Q Okay. Would your ability to continue making
20 those records open for public inspection be impacted
21 inany way if the annexation goes through?
22 A No
23 Q You-- another statutory responsibility is

24 A Yes 24 to attend all meetings of the township legidative
25 Q Runresponseto Walmart? 25 body; isthat right?
Page 43 Page 45
1 A Yes 1 A Yes
2 Q Areyoufamiliar with the way in which 2 Q Whatisthetownship legislative body?
3 Walmart handles shoplifting matters -- I'm sorry. Let 3 A That'smy board membersand | have three.
4 merephrasethat. Areyou familiar with how the 4 Q Who arethey?
5 county sheriff interacts with Walmart on property 5 A John Wilson, Will Smith, and Theresa Oatman.
6 loss, shoplifting claims? 6 Q What aretherequirementsfor -- to sit on
7 A No. 7 the board of the township trustee board?
8 MR. HEEB: Objection to form. 8 A It'sanelected position.
9 Y ou can answer. 9 Q Istherearesidency requirement?
10 BY MR. MCNEIL: 10 A Yes, they must bein Van Buren.
11 Q Haveyou ever heard anyone say that the City 11  Q Areany of the three board members -- do any
12 Police Department will handle Walmart calls the same 12 of the three board members currently reside in area of
13 way the county does? 13 1A or 1B?
14 A No. 14 A Yes
15 Q Andareyou familiar with or understand how 15 Q Whichone?
16 the county sheriff handles any callsto Walmart? 16 A 1A Will Smith -- William Smith.
17 A No. 17  Q If theannexation goes through, do you have
18 Q Doyouknow if Walmart has their own 18 any understanding of how that would affect his
19 security? 19 digibility to sit on your board?
20 A No. 20 A No. It should not affect anything.
21 Q No, they don't or no, you don't know? 21  Q Becausehe'still in the township; right?
22 A No, | don't know. 22 A Hésdiill in the township.
23 Q Doyou have as atownship trustee do you 23 Q How often does the board meet?
24 ever get information on police response time from or 24 A Every Wednesday -- third Wednesday of the
25 sheriff response time from the county sheriff? 25 month.
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1 Q Isthereanything about the board meeting

2 schedule or composition that would be impacted by the

3 annexation if it were successful?

4 A No, not to my knowledge.

5 Q Okay. Another statutory function of the

6 township trustee isto receive and pay out township

7 funds; correct?

8 A Correct.

9 Q What arethe sources of funds that pay into
10 thetownship?
11 A Theloca incometax, the tax asfar as
12 general. FIT, whichisthe Financia Institution
13 Tax. The CVET, which isthe county vehicle excise
14 tax. I'mtrying to think. Any excesslevy goesinto
15 it. | believe that might be all.
16 Q What payment obligations does the township
17 trustee have with respect to those funds? In other
18 words, what are those funds used for?
19 A Whatever the law allows usto use them for.
20 It usualy al goesinto general, except whenever it's
21 divided out and the county auditor will distinguish
22 whether it goesinto each of theitems that you --
23 that | said earlier. Those are al recorded under one
24 and our accounting goesinto it this.
25 Q Whatisyour understanding, if any,

Page 48

1 the Certified Mail stating that they were going to be

2 annexed. It didn't say or current resident.

3 Q Okay. Let meunderstand that. Areyou

4 saying that amgjority of the Van Buren Township land

5 ownersin areas 1A and 1B have moved since 2021?

6 A I'mnotgoing to say the majority because |

7 would not have a clue whose moved.

8 Q Okay. Sowhat are you saying about -- what

9 do mean -- what are you communicating in this
10 deposition about the changeover in ownership of real
11 estatein Van Buren Township asit pertains to the
12 annexation?
13 A Fromindividuasthat have reached out to me
14 asking me what is annexation? What is this going to
15 do to my taxes? And again, we go through the process.
16 We usethe report that was received from Mr. Rouker by
17 Van Buren. | show them, but those were all based on
18 the 2020 assessed value. It is now 2024, and you know
19 aswell as| know, how much the assessed value has
20 gone up.
21  Q Right. The assessed value has gone up and
22 so, therefore the revenue received by Van Buren
23 Township has also gone up; correct?
24 A ltcould. It could very well go up.
25 Q From 2020 to 2024 hasthe Van Buren Township

Page 47

1 concerning the financial impact if the annexation goes
2 through on the township's funds?
3 A Itcould be considerable, 51,000 was what |
4 believe Reed -- if | can remember correctly. Hang on.
5 Q Andjustfor the record, you've opened your
6 folder and you're looking at that top document. Thee
7 third page with the comparison of the Baker Tilly and
8 Reedy Financial data.
9 A Yes Fromthe Reedy, it's$51,601. From

10 Baker Tilly, it was 31,408.

11  Q Isthatinthefirst year?

12 A Thefirst year was--

13 Q Oristhat tota?

14 A That'stotal on both.

15 Q Whenyou say on both, what do you mean?
16 A Onefrom Baker Tilly, whichis 31,408 and

17 that'sin year two and Reedy was $51,601 and that was
18 in year two.

19 Q Doyouunderstand that that data -- those

20 datawere prepared in 2021?

21 A Oh,yes, | dounderstand that. Because most

22 of the residents that received anything stating that

23 they were going to be annexed moved and the ones that
24 moved in didn't have a clue, because they weren't

25 notified because it didn't say whenever they received

Page 49

Trustee's revenue receipts increased year over year?

A | can't say that. | can't say that and I'll
give you a good example because you haveto takein
consideration that when the fire department had left
that dropped.

Q What'sthe current balance of your rainy-day
funds?

A Right now, it's over 2 million, and the
reason being, we have in the process a new township
office aswell as acommunity building for Van Buren.

Q What'sinthelast four years, what was the
largest balance in your rainy-day fund?

A | would haveto look back and see.

Q Do you have an estimate?

A Anestimate? A guestimate, I'm going to say
maybe 3 million.

Q What isthe purpose of the rainy-day fund?

A Therainy-day fund is used for capital or if
needed for township assistance or if we have a--
let's say, we have atornado go through, | try to help
as much aswhat | can to get the residents to a safe
areaor to help themin any way that | can asfar as
23 maybe replacing awindow or maybe replacing a door.
24 Andthat's all based on their application.

25 Q Whenthefire department at the end of 2020
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Page 50
1 transitioned to the beginning of 2021 to the Monroe

2 Fire Protection District, did your expenses as a

3 township trustee go down?

4 A Yes

5 Q Doyou getregular financia reports like

6 income statements and cash flow statements and things
7 like that?

8 A Fromwhom?
9 Q Just--1mean--
10 A Areyou talking township or --
11 Q Yes.
12 A Forjust township?
13 Q Yes.
14 A Yes |--1havethosein the software
15 package.
16 Q Right. Andsoyou get, you're familiar with

17 the net income from the township operations; correct?

18 A Yes.

19 Q Hasthe net income from the township

20 operations increased year over year from 2020 to 2024?

21 A No.

22 Q Doesit go up someyears and down some

23 years?

24 A Mm-hmm. Depending on COVID. When everyone

25 would receive the stimulus package or -- it just

Page 52
1 could be school suppliesthat are needed, rents,

2 utilities. I'm thinking. Community services and
3 that's when someone has something that they can't
4 afford to replace and it's detrimental to their home
5 and their utilities.

6 Q Andthere might be others, but that's what
7 comes to mind right now?

8 A Mm-hmm.

9 Q Yes
10 A Yes
11  Q Andtheprocess for receiving township

12 assistanceisan application process?
13 A Yes

14 Q How much did Van Buren Township payout in
15 township assistancein 2023 just as arough? Do you
16 havethat in one of your documents?

17 A That'sone of the documents. In 2023?
18 Q Yes

19 A Thee'sall my things, $124,184.85.

20 Q Andjustfor the record, you're looking at

21 the second page of the first document in the folder
22 that you havein front of you.

23 A Yes

24 Q Do you have any understanding of whether
25 township assistance services provided by your office

Page 51
1 depends.
2 Q Right. What do you do as the township
3 trusteg, if you have net income at the end of the year
4 what happensto that?

5 A ltdtays.
6 Q Itstaysinthegenera or rainy-day fund?
7 A ltstaysinevery fund. And| havethree

8 primary funds.

9 Q What areyour three primary funds?
10 A Generd, township assistance, and
11 recreation.

12 Q Sotownship assistance is another statutory
13 function of atownship trustee; correct?

14 A Yes

15 Q It usedto be known as poor relief?

16 A Correct.

17 Q Sothat's--it'sthe same thing; right?

18 Just --

19 A Yep

20 Q What doestownship assistance include?
21 A Burids, physicians --

22  Q Saythat again?

23 A Physicians.

24 Q Physicians.

25 A Couldbedental. It could befood. It

Page 53
1 would beimpacted if the annexation of 1A and 1B goes

2 through?

3 A Other thanlosing the 51,0007 | would

4 assume not. Because | would still find away to

5 service my residents.

6 Q Right. Andsowhen you say losing 51,000
7 that's based on --

8 A Reedy.
9 Q Reedy'sanadysis?
10 A Yes
11 Q Butits-- soif youwereto gain asthe

12 rea estate in the township increasesin assessed
13 value your collections increase as well.

14 A Correct.
15 Q Okay.
16 A No. If --if individuals build, okay,

17 you're adding more people, so it would go down.

18 Q Youthink by --

19 A My ratewould go down -- my levy would go
20 down.

21  Q Becauseyour budget isbased -- so if

22 more -- so if there'sanew subdivision in Van Buren
23 Township, your levy would go down?

24 A Yes.

25 Q Butthe assessed value -- you're getting --
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Page 54
1 you're applying alower levy against a higher assessed
2 vaue?
3 A Correct.
4  Q Sodepending on how those numbers work out,
5 you could end up receiving more total revenue because
6 of theincreasein assessed value, even though the
7 levy has gone down.
8 A Yes
9 Q Soif the assessed value hasincreased
10 enough, it's conceivable, do you agree that you could
11 net more than the $51,000 loss identified by Reedy?
12 MR. HEEB: I'm just going to object to
13 theform.
14 Y ou can go ahead and answer.
15 THE WITNESS: | would say, yes.
16 BY MR. MCNEIL:
17  Q Oneof the other dutiesin the statute is as
18 afenceviewer. What is afence viewer?
19 A If two property owners -- okay, one of them
20 has cattle the other one does not. The individual
21 that has cattle wants to put up afenceline. The one
22 on the other side doesn't particularly care to have
23 one, but if the one that has cattle deems that he
24 wants the property owner on the other side of him to
25 pay for half of it then thereis adispute.

Page 56
1 It has to be like 12 inches up the property

2 linein genera or both of them agree. The best way

3 that | candoitisto get your land evaluated and go

4 from there.

5 Q Sowouldyou say that the fence viewing

6 responsihility is probably the smallest part of

7 your --

8 A Smallest part. | do cemeteriestoo.

9 Q Iwasgoing to ask you, so what are your
10 responsibilities for the cemetery -- to maintain
11 cemeteries?
12 A Tokeepthem maintained. My current --
13 there are seven cemeteries that are within Van Buren
14 Township. Two of them are owned by Van Buren with the
15 third possibly coming on in 2024 or 2025. | maintain
16 those and maintain those means | mow them. If stones
17 are broken, | reconstruct them or have individuals to
18 reconstruct them.
19 | put up fences, so people cannot go --
20 becausethey areintherural areas, so people can't
21 drive through the cemetery with -- whereitis
22 enclosed with vaults or whatever -- the stones. The
23 peoplethat are buried there.
24 Q Areany of the seven cemeteriesin Van Buren
25 Township located in area 1A or 1B?

Page 55
And what | do then is go out stand them both

in the middle of the properties and say to the right
isyoursto theleftishis. And that'sthe way it's
done.

Q How many times ayear do you get called upon
to perform fence viewing duties as the township
trustee?

A | would say maybe once or twice and -- and |
will say this, thisisout further away. You're
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10 talking agricultural area.

11 Q Right. Becausethe areasthe Van Buren

12 Township areasin 1A and 1B are more devel oped; right?
13 A Correct.

14 Q Moreresidentia or commercia?

15 A Correct.

16 Q And more urbanized?

17 A Yes

18 Q SoifthearealA and 1B were annexed would
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that have any impact on your fence viewing?

A  Wait. I'msorry. Yes, it could. If an
individual was in an addition, and he put up afence
okay, and the guy next to him decided | don't want
that fence there, aslong asit's on his
24 property -- again, we'll go out yes, thisisyour
25 property line.
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A Thereisone, but | don't know if that area

is getting annexed. That's on the other side.
There's one on the airport. Thereis--no. I'm
going to say no.

Q Doesthe township have parks or community
centers?

A Wedon't ownit, no.

Q Doyoumaintain any?

A No.

Q You mentioned a capital project when we were
talking about the rainy-day fund, is there a currently

© 00N UL WDN PR
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12 acommunity center planned or under construction?
13 A Itisamost completed.

14 Q Whereisitlocated?

15 A On48th on Fieldstone Boulevard.

16 Q Thatinside or outside the annexation area?
17 A Inside.

18 Q 1AoriB?

19 A 1A

20 Q Doyou know if the annexation goes forward,
21 do you have any understanding of how that impacts this
22 community center?

23 A Itshouldn't. | hadto sign awaiver.

24 Q A waiver for what?

25 A Against annexation.
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1 Q Toget utility service out there?
2 A Correct.
3 Q Whendidyou sign that?
4 A Whichtime?
5 Q Wsdl, soweretalking about this -- the
6 community center on 48th?
7 A Okay.
8 Q How many waiversdid you sign for that?
9 A Two.
10 Q Whendidyou seethefirst one?
11 A November -- no, October 31st?
12 Q Of what year?
13 A 23
14 Q Whendidyou sign the second one?
15 A A weeklater.
16 Q Doyou haveany understanding why you signed
17 two?
18 A Yes
19 Q What'syour understanding?
20 A Becausewhen it was notarized the dates were
21 incorrect. Not from me from the notary.
22 Q Soyousigned anew oneand got it properly
23 notarized?
24 A Yes
25 Q Hasthat waiver been recorded to your

Page 60
Q Isthereany defined group of plants that
constitute noxious weeds and rank vegetation?
A Yes, but | don't -- couldn't tell you
exactly what they are.
Q If you needed to find alist where would you
look?
A Go to the township manual and it will list
it.
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Q Areyou familiar with whether or not the
City of Bloomington has their own list of detrimental
plants, noxious weeds, and rank vegetation?

A No.

Q If the annexation goes forward would your
responsibility for addressing detrimental plants,
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15 noxious weeds, and rank vegetation be impacted at all?
16 A No.

17  Q Another statutory duty of the trusteeisto
18 provide insulin to the poor?

19 A Yes

20 Q What doesthat involve?

21 A If wehaveanindividua that is diabetic

22 and they are unable financially to provideinsulin, |
23 provideit.

24 Q Istherean application process for that?

25 A Thereisan application.
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knowledge?

1
2 A Yes

3 Q Didyouwork with someone at the City or
4 city utilities on that waiver?

5 A No. Other than her notarizing. That's --
6 that'sall.

7 Q Doyouknow who notarized it?

8

9

A No.
Q Somebody in the City offices?
10 A Yes
11  Q Another township trustee's responsibility is
12 to destroy detrimental plants, noxious weeds, and rank
13 vegetation.
14 A Yes
15 Q Isthat abig part of your job?
16 A Notmy job, butit'sone of theindividuals,

17 yes, and that's ongoing through from spring until
18 fall.

19 Q Doesthe-- aredetrimental plantsto your
20 understanding defined by statute?

21 A Yes.

22 Q Doesthedefinition of detrimental plants
23 include as a category noxious weeds and rank
24 vegetation?

25 A Yes.

Page 61
Q If the annexation goes forward does that

1
2 impact your insulin provision services at al?
3 A No. It should not.

4 MR. MCNEIL: It's been about alittle

5 over an hour that we've been on therecord. | have
6 got alittle bit more, but | think it would probably
7 make sense to take like afive or ten-minute break
8 before we switch into different topics. So well go
9 off the record now.

10 THE REPORTER: Off therecord at 11:47
11 am.

12 (Off the record.)

13 THE REPORTER: WEe're now back on the

14 record at 12:03 p.m.

15 BY MR. MCNEIL:

16 Q Ms. Barrow, we're back on the record after a
17 break, do you understand that you're still under oath?

18 A Yes

19 Q I'mgoing to giveyou some documents | want
20 totakealook at. So thiswould be Exhibit 61, |

21 believe.

22 MR. UNGER: 62.

23 MR. MCNEIL: 62.

24 THE WITNESS: Thank you.

25 //
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Page 62
1 BY MR. MCNEIL:

2 Q Ms. Barrow, do you have Exhibit 62 in front

3 of you?

4 (Exhibit 62 was marked for
5 identification.)

6 A Yes

7 Q Andthisisareport from the State Board of
8 Accounts.
9 A Yes
10 Q It'stheFinancia Statements Audit Report
11 from Van Buren Township.
12 A Yes
13 Q January 1, 2014, through December 31, 2017;
14 correct?

15 A Correct.

16 Q Ifyoulook onthat first page at thetitle

17 page.

18 A Yes

19 Q How often doesthe State Board of Accounts

20 audit the township trustee's office?
21 A Usudly every four to five years.
22  Q Whatisyour role personaly in the audit

Page 64
1 thetrustee, for the board, and for any accounts

2 payableindividual. It would be for utilities,

3 insurance on the buildings on the construction so

4 forth, and so on. Okay. And it goesall the way down
5 through.

6 Q Allright. Sothe--you said the emergency

7 medical wasfor thefire -- isthat the EMT?

8 A EMS.
9 Q EMS
10 A Mm-hmm.
11  Q Andthenthere'saseparate firefighting

12 fund?

13 A Correct.

14  Q Isthat for thefirefighting operations

15 themselves?

16 A Yes

17 Q Andthentherainy-day fundislisted inits

18 own column; correct?

19 A Correct.

20  Q Andif youturn over apage to page ending
21 in 287, thefirst six columns are additional funds;
22 correct?

23 and how involved are you in that process? 23 A Yes
24 A Veryinvolved. 24  Q TheKoonz Cemetery donation fund and the
25 Q Andwhat doesthat include? 25 Harmony Cemetery are those the two cemeteries that the
Page 63 Page 65
1 A | mustprovideall documents that they 1 township trustee owns or maintains?
2 request whether it be the vendorsthat | paid, the 2 A Weown.
3 payroll reports that were done, annua reports being 3 Q Okay. You mentioned the seven cemeteriesin
4 on time, continuous. 4 Van Buren Township?
5 Q Okay. Soif you noticed in the bottom 5 A Yes
6 corner there's some page numbers there. It says 6 Q Sotheother five are onesyou do not own,
7 Bloomington underscore and then some series of 7 but you do maintain them?
8 numbers. I'm going to ask you to turn to the pages 8 A Weprovideafund for them if possible --
9 ending 286. So it's going to be afinancial schedule 9 if -- they have to give us so much documents for the
10 that looks like this. 10 auditsthat we have to make sure that they arein
11 A Okay. 286? 11 need.
12 Q Yes 12 Q Andthenthelooking page 287, the very last
13 A Gotit. 13 column on theright. It's the totals column.
14 Q Soif youtakeamoment tolook at that 14 A Correct.
15 page, I'm not asking you for the numbers that we can 15 Q Dol understand that to be the total of all

16
17
18
19
20

all see, but just generally what is the information
shown on this page? What does it mean or what are
these columns | should put it that way?

A Wadll, thefirst column isthe township
office. The second column was Van Buren's Fire with
21 the EMS. The third was the recreation fund.
22 Q Andwhat doesthat mean like when it says
23 township, what does that represent?
24 A Township general. Anything that goeswithin
25 thetownship general. An example would be payroll for

16 the columnsto the left?

17 A Yes

18 Q For thevarious categories -- the various

19 rows of datathat are included in the table?

20 A Yes

21 Q Sothecashon hand at the beginning of 2017
22 would have been $3.3 million and at the end of 2017,
23 it'sjust alittle bit over $4 million?

24 A Correct.

25 Q Allright. Now here's another document that
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Page 66 Page 68
1 would be Exhibit 62. 1 takes usthrough that first six months.
2 MR. UNGER: 63. 2 Q Sohow often-- you get payment roughly
3 BY MR. MCNEIL: 3 speaking from the auditor twice ayear?
4 Q Sorry, 63. 4 A Yes.
5 (Exhibit 63 was marked for 5 Q Roughly May and November?
6 identification.) 6 A Yes
7 Ms. Barrow, do you have Exhibit 63 in front 7 Q Corresponding to when the property taxes are
8 of you? 8 due?
9 A Yes 9 A Yes
10 Q It'saletter to the officials of the Van 10 Q Soyou get apaymentin November that hasto
11 Buren Township Trustee Monroe County, Indiana, dated | 11 carry you through until the payment in May?
12 May 15, 2023, from the state of Indiana; correct? 12 A Correct.
13 A Yes 13 Q Allright. Butthe cash on hand increased
14 Q Andfor present purposes, | just want to 14 from 4 million to 5 million from 2017 to 2022. Is
15 look at page ending 262. 15 there a-- are there amounts within either the 5
16 A Okay. 16 million at the end of 2022 or the 4.2 million today
17 Q Onthispage, we seewhat'scalled a 17 that are reserved against certain liabilities or are
18 "Schedule of cash and investment balances on a 18 these generally available funds cash unrestricted?
19 regulatory basis as of December 31, 2022;" correct? 19 A No. They -- whatever fund name they'rein
20 A Correct. 20 that'swhere they have to stay unless we request a
21 Q And sounder the heading fund there are 21 transfer from afund to afund.
22 severa entries Township Recreation Fund, et cetera. 22 Q Right. Butthe-- solet's say, for
23 A Correct. 23 example, you have aliability that you know is going
24 Q | noticed that the EMS fund and the 24 to come duein 60 days, do you have to set areserve
25 firefighting fund are removed; correct? 25 inyour general fund for example so that you know
Page 67 Page 69
1 A Correct 1 you'll have the money for that liability 60 days from
2 Q Thetotal amount of cash on hand as of the 2 now when it comes due?
3 end of December of 2022 is $5.1 million; correct? 3 A Yes
4 A Correct. 4  Q Istherean amount specifically of that $4.2
5 Q How closeisthe balance today? 5 million that's tied to a known claim for which there
6 A 42 6 isareserve?
7 Q 422 7 A Yes
8 A Mm-hmm. 8 Q How much?
9 Q Now you mentioned COVID earlier, but at the 9 A That'sthe$2.1 million for the township
10 end of 2017, you had total cash on hand of $4 million, 10 office and the community building.
11 and in February -- I'm sorry, in December of 2022, you 11  Q Sotheother 2.1 million currently in the
12 had $5 million. Soisit fair to say that the amount 12 fund is specific to whichever fund it'sin?
13 of cash on hand grew by 25 percent over the five years 13 A Correct.
14 including the COVID period? 14 Q Okay. Haveyou ever had to borrow money as
15 A Yes 15 the township to cover the float between tax payments?
16 Q Why isthetownship -- well let meask it 16 A [I'mthinking about this. Weimposed atax
17 thisway. How much cash reserves does the township 17 when we bought fire engines, okay? So we had a debt
18 trustee need? 18 there, but asfar astransferring to and from, no.
19 A Our budgets startsin June when we start our 19 Not that | --
20 budgets, okay? Over in December, we do not get 20 Q Areyoufamiliar -- I'msorry. | didn't
21 anything from January until May for any tax allotment, 21 mean to cut off there.
22 so from January to May, end of May or whenever the 22 A No. Notthat | canrecall.
23 auditor distributes those. We have to keep that 23 Q Areyou familiar with the thing known asthe
24 balance going. | mean we till have bills. We till 24 tax anticipation warrant?
25 have assistance we're paying for, so the cash on hand 25 A No.

18 (Pages 66 - 69)
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Page 70
1 Q Soyou'venever had to use one?
2 A No.
3  Q Youfamiliar with areport known as the
4 Kernan-Shephard Report?
5 A Yes
6 Q Whatisyour understanding of what that
7 report is?
8 A They would liketo do away with trustees.
9 Q Wasit--doyou understand that report was
10 published before you were in the trustee role?

11 A Yes

12 Q Haveyou ever read it?

13 A Not completely, no.

14 Q You read the recommendations on abolishing

15 township government?

16 A Yes

17  Q Youunderstand that that recommendation to
18 eliminate township government was a bipartisan

19 recommendation?

20 A No, I didn't.

21  Q Doyou agreewith that recommendation?
22 A No

23  Q What do you see as the benefit of township

24 government?

Page 72
1 A Yes
2 Q Haveyou ever seenthisbefore? AndI'm
3 going to -- let me withdraw that question. | would
4 likefor you to please read this document. It'sjust
5 roughly apage to yourself and let me know when you're
6 finished and then I'll ask you questions about it.
7 A Okay. I'mfinished.
8 Q Sothelast paragraph onthefirst page--
9 first have you seen this document before today?
10 A No.
11 Q Wereyou present at the city council meeting
12 in August -- | believe it was August 4th, whatever the
13 first day of school wasin 2021?

14 A No, | did not go.

15 Q Okay. Didyou watchit online?

16 A Yes

17 Q Doyouknow if Margaret Clements spoke at

18 that meeting -- made a presentation or made comments
19 to the city council?

20 A | believe so, but I'm not positive. It's

21 been too long ago.

22  Q Sure. Thelast paragraph on thefirst page

23 identifies the co-founders of County Residents Against
24 Annexation as yourself, Margaret Clements, and Colby

25 A Thebestthat | candescribetoisa--is 25 Wicker, do you see that?
Page 71 Page 73
1 if aresident of Van Buren comesinto the office and 1 A Yesh
2 saysmy electricity has been shot off and I'm going to 2 Q Who'sColby Wicker?
3 get an eviction notice in two days. Can you help me? 3 A Heisoneof myindividuals. He's an intern
4 Tell me where else you would go to be able to turn 4 that | have.
5 around the assistance for that individua within 24 5 Q Atyour office?
6 hours. 6 A Mm-hmm.
7 If we have 72, but we usual with something 7 Q Youhaveto say "yes."
8 like this on the average, | can turn them around in 8 A Yes
9 lessthan 24 hours. 9 Q Hescurrently anintern?
10 Q Sodol understand you to be saying and 10 A Yes--no. Right now heisgoingtolaw
11 please correct meif I'm wrong or incomplete, that 11 schoal.
12 your ability to provide township assistance is what 12 Q Sohewasaninternin the past?
13 you perceive to be the primary benefit of township 13 A Correct.
14 government? 14 Q Andthiswasin-- washeaninternin 2021?
15 A Absolutely. 15 A Yes
16 Q Allright. Thiswill be 64. 16 Q | askedyou earlier if you were a co-founder
17 (Exhibit 64 was marked for 17 of county residents. Does this refresh your
18 identification.) 18 recollection about that or isthisjust wrong?
19 Ms. Barrow, you have Exhibit 64 in front of 19 A | don't remember being a co-founder, okay?
20 you. 20 Becausein an elected position | could not do that.
21 A Yes 21 Q Why not? What'syour understanding as to
22 Q It'samemo. Memorandum for the record to 22 why not?

23 the Bloomington City Common Council and Mayor John
24 Hamilton from County Residents Against Annexation
25 dated August 3, 2021, do you see that?

23 A Thewhy not because there are people that do
24 want it, people that don't want and | can't take a
25 side. And I'm not being annexed. | will say this
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Page 74
1 that, yes, | have been very well involved with

2 annexation whenever it began in 2017. Again, I'm
3 going to say | am not against annexation. | am
4 against involuntary annexation and this-- | was never
5 aboard member, although | did go to afew of the
6 meetings. Simply because to keep our residents
7 updated for CRAA.
8 Q Why didyou want to keep your residents
9 updated for -- oh, residents in the community. | got
10 you.
11 A Yes
12 Q Yes Sowhatdid Colby Wicker do when he
13 wasin aninternin your office?
14 A Hehelped me with day-to-day township
15 trustee.

16 Q Washeapaidintern?

17 A Yes

18 Q Washein school --

19 A Yes

20 Q --incollegeatthetime?

21 A Yes

22  Q I'mnot texting, I'm looking something up

23 that pertainsto the questions I'm asking you. That's
24 why I'm on my phone. Y ou understood -- you said
25 you're not against annexation generally, but you

Page 76
1 Bloomington annexation?

2 A Wehad meetings, yes. Likel said, | went

3 tothe CRAA meetings --

4 Q Right. My question is specific to meetings

5 at the township trustee's office?

6 A No. AndI'm going to say this not to my

7 recollection. | -- | can't recall any.

8 Q Didyou ever have ameeting here at city

9 hall with Mayor Hamilton and other township trustees?

10 A Yes

11 Q And specificaly about annexation?

12 A Correct. Thank you.

13 Q Ms. Barrow, you have Exhibit 65 in front of

14 you, whichis a printout of a calendar appointment
15 where the subject is "Trustee's Re: Annexation In
16 Person,”" do you see that?

17 (Exhibit 65 was marked for

18 identification.)

19 A Yes

20 Q ThedateisJune9, 2021? Do you see that?
21 A Yes

22  Q It showsherethat there are names Kim

23 Alexander, Bloomington Township; Rita Barrow of Van
24 Buren Township; Marty Stephens, Richland Township, and
25 Dan Combs, Perry Township. Do you see that?

Page 75
1 would -- you are opposed to involuntary annexation?

2 A Thatiscorrect.
3 Q Whatasanintern -- what were Colby
4 Wicker's responsibilities when he was in your office?
5 A Helping with township assistance, helping
6 with COVID -- that people needed different things. He
7 would -- back up an everyone that's in the office,
8 you know, he couldn't do the accounts payable, but he
9 could go in and say, you know, okay, we got the mail.
10 Hewould only work maybe 15 hours aweek at the most
11 at that time.
12 Q Didduring that time when he was at your
13 office, did the two of you discuss Bloomington's
14 involuntary annexation plans?
15 A | will say off and on, yes, and the reason
16 I'm saying that is because calls would come in asking
17 about it and he would come in and say to me, "Rita, do
18 you understand or do you know anything" -- no.
19 Q Didyou ever have any meetings at the
20 township trustee office with Margaret Clements
21 concerning annexation?
22 A No.
23 Q And by that question, | mean whether asa
24 one-on-one meeting or meeting with the two of you and
25 others? You had no meetings about annexation in

Page 77
A Yes

Q Wereall four of those people at the
meeting?

A Yes

Q Who from the City in addition to Mayor John
Hamilton attended?
Carmichael, isthat her name?
Mary-Catherine Carmichael ?
Yes. Yes. And Griffin.
Don Griffin?
Mm-hmm.
Yes?
13 Yes.
14 What did you understand their positionsto
15 bewith the City, if any?

© O ~NOULhWDNLPRE
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16 A | never heard what their positions wereto
17 beonthat.
18 Q Sothemeetingwas-- wasit in this

19 physical conference room?

20 A Yes, itwas.

21 Q Whatwas--whatisyour -- let meask it
22 thisway. What was discussed at that meeting?

23 A Annexation.
24 Q Was--didyou have an agenda --
25 A No
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Page 78
1 Q --todiscuss--
2 A No.
3 Q Didyou perceive the mayor had an agenda or
4 what he wanted to discuss?
5 A |don'trecal an agenda other than he was
6 going to pursue annexation and requested our input.
7 Q Anddidyou provideinput?
8 A Yes
9 Q Whatdidyousay?
10 A Why areyou not annexing some individuals
11 within acommunity and you are others? And --
12 Q Didyou -- sorry, go ahead.
13 A Andhesaidto me, "If they want to be
14 annexed, I'd be more than happy to annex." And |

=
(63}

said, "Well, they would be tickled to death to get the
sewer." And hesaid, "I do not have to either promise
or provide." | can't remember, which of the two. |
do not promise or provide utilities.

Q I'mgoing to follow up on that in a second.
Did you bring any documents with you to the
annexation?

A | don't think so.

Q Ortothemeeting | should say. You
mentioned that there were, you had questions about why
certain people were in and certain people were out?
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Page 80
Q If they chose to continue with the existing

service?

A Correct

Q What other questions do you remember being
asked?

A Residents asked me about their animals, some
of their animals that they had would they be still be
able to continue having like chickens or whatever they
had. I'm just using that as an example. And he said,
"Yes. Provided thereisn't over X amount and that you
have sufficient pending for them -- pinning for them."

The question was, "Can | till shoot my
gun?' | don't think this was ever answered. | don't
recall that one, but | did know that was one that was
asked. | can't recall anything else. It's been too
long.

Q The Exhibit 65 says the meeting duration was
45 minutes --

A Yes

Q Doesthat sound about how long the meeting
lasted?

A Yes

Q Solet'sgo back to the comment about other
people -- the mayor's comment that you described as
along thelines of if they want to be annexed. We can

Page 79
A Yes

Q And| think we were looking at that document
with the yellow and --

A Yes

Q Theorange and blue?

A No, yellow and blue.

Q Yelow and blue maps where you were | think
asking some of those questions?

A Yes

Q Likewhy were people on one side of the
color line or the other in that map; right?

A Yes

Q Soisthat aquestion that you've had from
the beginning?
15 A Yes
16 Q Beforewe get to the mayor's response, did
17 you have any other questions that you asked of the
18 mayor that you remember?
19 A Yes, | asked him about trash pickup, and
20 from his| think his response was, "Y es, we provide
21 trash pickup" and | know that's -- | can remember who
22 asked whether it was me or one of the other trustees
23 that said, "So we can continue the trash pickup, yes,
24 but will the City pay for trash pickup when you're
25 annexed"? So to the City, so they'd be paying two.
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Page 81
annex them. The comment about utilities as precisely

as you remember it, what did the mayor say?

A Again, I'm going to say thisthat he said,
"If they want to be annexed, all they'veto doislet
us know they want to be annexed" and | said, "That
would be great because Fullerton Pike is the one that
would love to have city sewer and city water." And he
said, "l don't" and thisis-- | got to fill in this
word. "l do not have to promise or provide city
utilities.”

Q Areyou saying he said one of the other, you
don't remember which?

A | don't remember if it was promised or
provide.

Q Okay. But it wasone of thetwo.

A Yes

Q Wasthere discussion about -- well, let me
back up first. The land owners are residentsin
Fullerton Pike, was it your understanding that they
were on wells and septics?

A They with on septics, not wells. They are
on Van Buren Water.

Q Where doesVan Buren get its water from?

A Right off of 45 and --

Q Do they purchase it wholesale from the City
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Page 82
1 of Bloomington?

2 A I'm--I'massuming, yes.
3 Q Sothelineswere already present?
4 A Correct.
5 Q AndwhentheVanBuren Fire-- when Van
6 Buren had its own fire department, if there was a call
7 inan areawhere the City water lines existed is it
8 your understanding that they used the City water --
9 hooked into the City hydrants?
10 A [I'mgoingto say I'm not sure of that
11 because | do know that Van Buren Water hasfire
12 hydrants.
13 Q Right.
14 A Butit'sstill -- again whether City
15 provides that water or not.
16 Q Okay. Sowhenthe mayor -- so the land
17 owners and residents of Fullerton Pike had expressed
18 to you an interest in potentially getting hooked into
19 the City sewer and wastewater system?
20 A Yesandno. Okay.
21 Q Yeah, explain the quaifications of the
22 answer.
23 A Yes Atonetimel livedin Garden Acres,
24 which isthe community that I'm talking about. In
25 1971, my husband and | purchased a home there. When

Page 84
1 when your husband talked to people at the City of
2 Bloomington utilities about hooking into the sewer --
3 A Yes
4 Q Wasityour understanding that the Barrow
5 family had to pay for that connection?
6 A Yes
7 Q Sointhe meeting with the mayor when he
8 said that he did not have to -- either the "promise
9 utilitiesor | do not have to provide utilities' was
10 that in the context of who pays for it or was that
11 just at al?
12 A No. That was not in anything on the context
13 because later iswhen | said to myself, "Rita, why
14 didn't you say, the reason he will not provide that is
15 because there'd have to be alift station.”

16 Q Isthat your conclusion just based on --

17 A Just on me.

18 Q Your own thoughts?

19 A Myown.

20 Q Themayor did not say that?

21 A No.

22 Q Let me-- sometimeswhen | ask aquestion,

23 theway | just asked it and you answered no, there's a
24 double negativeinit. Solet meask it thisway.
25 Did the mayor say anything in the meeting about a lift

Page 83
1 we purchased a home two weeks after we moved in, we

2 had anotice that all water would be shut off and that

3 we had X amount of time in which to fix the sewer line

4 or the septic line, okay? And we were at what do we

5 do, you know.

6 So my husband worked at that time for the

7 City of Bloomington. He contacts city utilities.

8 City utilitiestold him that wasn't that far away and

9 they wouldn't have to have alift station for the
10 sewer, so therefore he could hook on. We hooked on.
11 Oneroad over was an individual that lived there that
12 was my best friend and behind her house was her mother
13 who was on septic and had Van Buren Water, but they
14 didn't have the sewers, okay.
15 And she was constantly upset about not being
16 ableto hook on at that time. She's since passed and
17 | believethereisan individual now that owns that
18 home, but if you go east of that -- or I'm sorry west
19 of that the three houses that are on the same road as
20 her was not annexed.
21 Along with her mother, which has al so passed
22 on Fullerton Pike and there's like three or four homes
23 aong there. They would have liked to have had city
24 sewer.
25 Q Sowheninyour scenario, you're describing

Page 85
1 station?

2 A No,nordidl.
3 Q Okay. And nor did anyone else; correct?
4 A Correct.
5 Q Didthemayor -- other than in the context
6 of utilities, did the mayor say anything about whether
7 he had to either promise or provide any type of city
8 services?
9 A No, I think we -- specifically he was
10 speaking about city water and city sewer.

11  Q Thiswill be66.

12 (Exhibit 66 was marked for

13 identification.)

14 Ms. Barrow, do you have Exhibit 66 in front
15 of you?

16 A Yes

17  Q Youknow what Nextdoor is; right?

18 A Yes

19 Q Describefor uswhat Nextdoor is?

20 A Itisawebsitethat peoplejointo let them
21 know, okay, whereit is.

22 Q Andit'skind of organized geographically?
23 A Absolutely.
24 Q Yeah. And areyou amember of the Nextdoor

25 Eastern Green -- Nextdoor group?
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Page 86

1 A Yes

2 Q Doesthat cover or extend into Monroe
3 County?

4 A Yes

5 Q@ Youseeyour name there where it says --
6 A Yes|do
7 Q RitaBarrow airport. Do you understand what
8 thereference to the airport is there?
9 A Wenow haveyard signsfor annexation.
10 Q Right. Hold on. But it says Rita Barrow,
11 airport. Did you understand what the reference to the
12 airport isthere? Do you live close -- isyour office
13 closeto the airport?
14 A Theofficeisclose. Yes, it's across the
15 road from the airport.
16 Q Right. Sodo you understand that on
17 Nextdoor it kind of assigns a neighborhood or areato
18 where each individual person iswhen they register
19 their account? You may -- if you don't know that's
20 fine.
21 A | don't understand what you're asking.
22 Q Yes Solikewhenyousignupfora
23 Nextdoor account and you join agroup --
24 A Mm-hmm.
25 Q Theretypicaly isan option to identify

Page 88
1 A CRAA.

2 Q Andwerethese, soyou can haveasignin
3 favor of something and a sign opposed to something;

4 right?

5 A Yes

6 Q Werethesesignsinfavor of annexation?

7 A ldontrecal.

8 Q Werethey signsopposing annexation?

9 A | know that some of them were, yes. These

10 aretheonesthat | had in my vehicle.
11 Q Haveyou ever seen -- have you ever received
12 asign from County Residents Against Annexation that

13 said we'rein favor of annexation?

14 A No.

15 Q Kind of would be contrary to the name;

16 right?

17 A Correct.

18 Q Soisityour testimony that al of the

19 signsthat people could retrieve from 2123 South Kirby

20 Road werein your vehicle?

21 A | don'tknow that al of them were. And the
22 reason I'm saying that is because the -- the signs

23 were brought in and put into the office, okay. Then
24 wetook them out of the office. People camein to
25 pick them up that had ordered them.

Page 87
1 whereyou are within that group, if you'rein a

2 particular neighborhood.
3 A Yes
4 Q Sodoyouknow if the airport reference
5 thereis something that you filled in or provided when
6 you registered your Nextdoor account?
7 A No, | would say morethan likely that's when
8 they found me on 2123 Kirby Road because there's Kirby
9 Road and the airport isright across the road from me.
10 Q Right. Sothe post here, you started it
11 readit. You say we now have yard signs for
12 annexation --
13 A Mm-hmm.
14 Q Andthisit--thisnote or thispost is
15 available to anyone wha's in this group with the right
16 settings.
17 A Correct.
18 Q Soitwill include peoplein the annexation
19 area, but it would include people who were beyond that
20 too?
21 A Correct.
22 Q Toreceiveyou will need it stop by our
23 office at 2123 South Kirby Road, do you --
24 A Yes
25 Q Wheredid the annexation signs come from?

Page 89
Q When they came to pick them up, who helped

them retrieve the sign?

A Anybody that was there that answered the
bell.
A bell at the front desk?
Mm-hmm.
Yes? You haveto say "yes."
Yes.

9 Q Thankyou. And then to retrievethesign

10 areyou saying that whoever was assisting the person
11 requesting the sign would go out to your car, get the
12 sign?
13 A No. I'mnot saying that. Again, I'm going
14 to say that if the signs were delivered, okay, and put
15 inthefoyer of the office, that's where they were and

0N U WN R
>0 >0

16 people would comein and pick them up.

17 Q Allright. Sosomebody in the office would
18 assist them and whoever answered the bell in

19 retrieving the sign?

20 A Yes. Whatthey would say is, "Here'sthe
21 sign."

22  Q Okay. Andthey were being -- the employees
23 who assisted were that were being paid by the township
24 trustee at the time?

25 A I'mtrying to think whether it wasthe
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1 volunteersthat | had.

2 Q Wadl, youjust said it was whoever answered
3 the bell, soif it was an employee who answered the
4 bell that person was being paid by the township
5 trustee; right?
6 A Yes, becausethey'd point, yes.
7 Q Didyouinstruct your employees not to
8 participate in annexation matters?
9 A No,itwasnot mineto say, yesor no.
10 Q Didyouinstruct them not to participate in
11 annexation matters while they were at work?
12 A No, | didn't have a problem with that. That
13 wasthere's.
14 Q How did you ensure that employees did not
15 participate in annexation opposition activities while
16 they were on the clock?
17 A | can'tthink of away. They have their
18 office. | have mine.
19 Q Doyouunderstand that if you authorize the
20 use of township funds for unauthorized or non-
21 township expenses that you can be personaly liable
22 for those expenses?
23 A Yes, the State Board of Accounts has already
24 went through that with me.
25 Q Right. If you'dlook at Exhibit 63 back in

Page 92

1 A No,I don't disputethat. They did do that.

2 Q Wasthat apayment that you approved?

3 A Yesitwas

4  Q Didany portion of that -- well, what was

5 thelocd printing company?

6 A BaughPrinting.

7 Q Canyou spell that?

8 A B-A-U-G-H.

9 Q Whatdid Baugh Printing print?
10 A They printed a postcard, front and back, and
11 mailed it.
12 Q SotheBaugh Printing handled the mailing as
13 well?
14 A | don'tknow. | haven't used Baugh for a

15 long time now, so | don't know.

16 Q Soyou-- Baugh printed the postcards at
17 your office's request?

18 A Mm-hmm.

19 Q Youhavetosay "yes."

20 A Yes

21 Q Andwho werethe postcards mailed to?
22 A Thepostcards were sent to al individuals

23 being annexed.
24 Q InVan Buren Township only?
25 A No.

Page 91
1 front of you, if you would, please. Thisisthat May
2 15, 2023, letter from the State that we looked at
3 previously when we looked at the $5 million account
4 balance as of the end of 2022. On the first page of
5 Exhibit 63 now, on the very first page under "Improper
6 use of public funds, condition and context."
7 Do you agree with the assessment that $3,099
8 of township funds were used to fund the -- or pay for
9 the printing of information related to the campaign
10 against annexation?
11 A [I'mlooking for the dollars, where wasit?
12 Q It'sunder "Condition and context" at the
13 end of that first line.
14 A |seeitnow. Okay.
15 Q Sojustadollar short of $3,100; right?
16 A Yes
17 Q Wastownship funds that you used to pay for
18 some -- to alocal printing company for the campaign
19 against annexation; correct?
20 A No,itwasn't for the campaign. It wasto
21 notify them of the annexation.
22 Q Sodoyou dispute the State's
23 characterization that the $3,100 was paid to alocal
24 printing company for resources to campaign against the
25 annexation?

Page 93
1 Q Soatthetimethere were seven annexation

2 areas; correct?

3 A No. Therewerefive after that.

4 Q SolAison--youfamiliar with the --
5 generally thelocation of the areas?

6 A Yes
7 Q SolA isonthe westside of Bloomington?
8 A Yes
9 Q 1B isonthesouthwest side; correct?
10 A Yes
11 Q Twoor 1Cisaso on the southwest side;
12 correct?
13 A Yes
14 Q Twoison the southeast side?
15 A Yes
16 Q Andthree, four, and five are these islands
17 on the westside of the --

18 A Correct.
19 Q SotheVanBuren Township Trustee paid for
20 the printing of postcards for all seven of those

21 areas?

22 A Notall seven.
23 Q Whichareas?
24 A Thefive

25 Q Whichfive?
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Page 96

1 A ThelA --I'msorry, yes, the counting 1 letter to them or email and no.

2 because I'm counting like Van Buren Township. Yes, 2 Q Isthat confirmed in adocument somewhere?

3 there are seven. There were seven. 3 A lhaveit, yes.

4 Q Who paid for the postage? 4 Q Whatisthis? Isit aletter from the State

5 A Itwaswith the contract with Baugh 5 Board of Accounts?

6 Printing. 6 A No,it'sanemall.

7 Q Soitwaspart of the $3,100? 7 Q Anemail fromwho?

8 A Correct. 8 A Fromtheauditor that did my audit.

9 Q Andif youlook at page 63 -- I'm sorry, 9 Q Waerethereother occasions not captured by
10 Exhibit 63, the page ending 263. 10 this audit where township funds were used to support
11 A Yes 11 the opposition to the annexation?

12 Q Isthisyour written response to the State 12 A Nottomy awareness.

13 Board of Accounts? 13 Q Onpage 263, of Exhibit 63, you have a count

14 A Yes 14 of residentsfor area 1A, 1B, 1C all Van Buren?

15 Q Nowit'syour responseisdated May 11th, 15 A Yes

16 but the letter on the first page is dated May 15th 16 Q Arethoseanumber of people or anumber of

17 bothin the year of 2023. 17 homes?

18 A Mm-hmm. 18 A Number of homes.

19 Q Do you know why your letter -- your comments 19 Q Sowhereitsaysresidents T-S, it should be

20 to the State Board of Accounts are dated four days 20 residences with a C-E-S?

21 before the date of the letter? Like did they let you 21 A Residentia, yeah, probably, yes.

22 know what the finding was going to be and then you 22  Q Sothisisnot apopulation count?

23 submitted your written response? 23 A No.

24 A Mm-hmm. 24 Q Wheredid you get the figures to show the

25 Q Youhaveto say "yes'? 25 number of residential unitsin VVan Buren Township?
Page 95 Page 97

1 A Yes 1 A Fromthe City attorney.

2 Q Hadyou ever received aletter like Exhibit 2 Q MikeRouker?

3 63 before sort of acomment on the review of the 3 A Yes

4 financialsthat said township funds were used 4 Q Didhetel youwhere he got those figures?

5 inappropriately? 5 A No

6 A No 6 Q Haveyou ever reviewed the City's fiscal

7 Q Sothiswastheonly oneinthe 14 years? 7 plan for population purposes?

8 A Thatl canrecall and | think | would have 8 A No

9 recalled from the State Board of Accounts. 9 Q Haveyou reviewed thefiscal plan?

10 Q Andinyour response to the State Board of 10 A No.

11 Accounts or to whom it may concern, did you 11  Q Isitaccurateto say that the materialsyou

12 acknowledge that it was an improper use of township| 12 reviewed concerning the financial impact of the

13 funds? 13 annexation on the County in Van Buren Township would
14 A Yes | did. 14 bethe Reedy and Baker Tilly information?

15 Q Andyour response provides alook at your 15 A Yes

16 thought process for why you did it; correct?

17 A Yes

18 Q Haveyou reimbursed the township for those
19 funds?

20 A No. Becausethe State Board of Accounts
21 told mel did not have to.

22  Q Whendid they tell you that?

23 A | have a-- after whenever they called me

24 concerning my audit. They said they understood and
25 they took in consideration my message to them. My

=
(e}

MR. MCNEIL: | have no further
questions for you at thistime. We do need to make
copies of your folder. Mr. Heeb may have some
questions.

MR. HEEB: Just | think one,
Ms. Barrow.
EXAMINATION

[EY
~

18
19
20
21
22
23 BY MR. HEEB:

24  Q Regarding thefinancial impact on the Van

25 Buren Township Trustee office, do you also rely upon
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Page 98
1 your experience and your understanding of municipal
2 finance?
3 A Yes
4  Q Andregarding your understanding of the
5 financia impact on the residents of areas 1A and

Page 100
1 A No,Idonot.
2 Q Butyet whenyour office paid $3,100 for a
3 postcard, you were -- you knew at the time that they
4 were being mailed to residentsin Perry, Richland, and
5 Bloomington Township; correct?

6 1B -- 6 A Yes
7 A Yes 7 Q Okay.
8 Q --withinVan Buren Township, do you also 8 MR. MCNEIL: | have no further
9 rely on your experience and interactions with them? 9 questions.
10 A Yes 10 MR. HEEB: No further questions. Thank
11 Q Okay. 11 you.
12 MR. HEEB: | have no other questions. 12 THE REPORTER: All right.
13 THE WITNESS: May | say something? 13 MR. HEEB: And then, | guesswere
14 EXAMINATION 14 marking the -- what she hasin her folder al as 64 --
15 BY MR. MCNEIL: 15 or arewegoing --
16  Q | will ask you aquestion because that's how 16 MR. UNGER: It could be 66.
17 depositionswork. Ms. Barrow, is there anything else 17 THE REPORTER: We're up to 67.
18 you want to say about this process, please do. 18 (Exhibit 67 was marked for
19 A Yes 19 identification.)
20 Q Okay. Please, go ahead. 20 Just a couple of quick clean-ups.
21 A Thankyou. | waséelected asa-- from Van 21 Orders same as last deposition? | just wanted to
22 Buren Township. My position and my responsibility and | 22 clean up transcript orders on the record real quick
23 my obligation isto Van Buren residents. When they 23 first. Which was orders same as |ast deposition?
24 ask aquestion or they have a concern, | want them to 24 MR. HEEB: For me, yes.
25 cometo me and let me help them in any way that | 25 THE REPORTER: Okay. And signature?
Page 99 Page 101
1 possibly can. This & so includes when they cometo me 1 MR. HEEB: | can explain.
2 and ask mewho do | go to get city water or city 2 Rita, the court reporter can send you a
3 sewer. | will look up the phone number. | will look 3 copy of the transcript, which will have al your
4 up the address and | will tell them, you must make an 4 testimony written out, and you can review it and look
5 appointment before you're allowed into the building 5 for things like spelling errors or punctuation or
6 for the City. 6 things along those lines. It's not an opportunity to
7 Water can -- can you what water state that | 7 change your testimony, but an opportunity to make sure
8 need to go to for thishouse? Yes, if it's Van Buren, 8 that there aren't any errors.
9 you have to go and make an appointment or if they -- 9 THE WITNESS: Okay.
10 if you talk to the individual that's there through the 10 MR. HEEB: Y ou can either do that and
11 speaker and this has been awhile back. | don't know 11 ask for that to happen or you can say, | waive
12 if they dtill haveit or not, then you can talk to 12 signature, which meansthat you are waiving your right
13 them about hooking on. | protect my residents that's 13 to review the transcript and then basically accepting
14 my concern. That's my responsibility. 14 that or trusting the court reporter to type it
15 Q Doyouhavearesponsibility for land owners 15 accurately.
16 in Perry township? 16 THE WITNESS: | want to review it,
17 A I'msorry. 17 plesse.
18 Q Doyouhavearesponsibility for land owners 18 MR. HEEB: Okay.
19 in Perry township? 19 THE REPORTER: All right. In that
20 A No, I donot. 20 case, we're now off therecord at 12:57 p.m.
21 Q Doyou have aresponsibility for land owners 21 (Signature not waived.)
22 in Richland Township? 22 (Whereupon, at 12:57 p.m., the
23 A No, | donot. 23 proceeding was concluded.)
24 Q Do you have aresponsibility for land owners 24
25 in Bloomington Township? 25
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1 CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSITION OFFICER 1 Veritext Legal Solutions
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2 I, ANDREW PRONSCHINSKE, the officer before 2 Suite 1820
3 whom the foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby Cleveland, Ohio 44114
i ) ) i 3 Phone: 216-523-1313
4 certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing 4
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9 said proceedings are atrue and accurate record to the Witness: RitaBarrow  Deposition Date: 3/14/2024
10 best of my knowledge, skills, and ability; that | am 1?) Dear Sir/Madan:
11 neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by any 11
12 of the parties to the action in which this was taken; " The deposition transcript taken in the above-referenced
13 and, further, that | am not arelative or employee of matter, with the reading and signing having not been
; 13
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15 hereto, nor finanri=th ar athansieaintaractad in the 14
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18 Notary Public in and for the - accompli isor if you prefer a certified transcrip
19 State of Indiana can be purchased.
18
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19 If the erratais not returned within thirty days of your
21 20 receipt of this|etter, the reading and signing will be
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2
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24 24 Production Department
25
25 NO NOTARY REQUIRED IN CA
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1 CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER ! o s
2 I, CAMILLE MONTGOMERY, do hereby certify 2
. . — ASSIGNMENT REFERENCE NO: 6485975
3 thaI thIS transcri pt was prepared from the dlgltal 3 CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexation, Inc., et a.
4 audio recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said v. City of Bloomington, Indiana, et al.
.. DATE OF DEPOSITION: 3/14/2024
5 transcript is atrue and accurate record of the 4 WITNESS NAME: RitaBarrow
6 proceedings to the best of my knowledge, skills, and 5 Hoégdﬁ'?:d:;/osg:::;ﬂi:::;iilm o
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) ) A A . Notary Public in and for the State and County,
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14 A They have read the transcript;
W W 13 They signed the foregoing Sworn
W Statement; and
15 CAMILLE MON I GOMERY 14 Their execution of this Statement is of
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15
17 | have affixed my name and official sea
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18 this day of 20
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Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure
Depositions Upon Oral Examination

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness--Changes--Signing.

(1) When the testimony 1is fully transcribed, the
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for
reading and signing and shall be read to or by him,
unless such reading and signing have been waived by
the witness and by each party. “Submitted to the
witness” as used in this subsection shall mean (a)
mailing of written notification by registered or
certified mail to the witness and each attorney
attending the deposition that the deposition can be
read and examined in the office of the officer
before whom the deposition was taken, or (b),
mailing the original deposition, by registered or
certified mail, to the witness at an address
designated by the witness or his attorney, if
requested to do so by the witness, his attorney, or

the party taking the deposition.

(2) If the witness desires to change any answer in
the deposition submitted to him, each change, with

a statement of the reason therefor, shall be made




by the witness on a separate form provided by the
officer, shall be signed by the witness and affixed
to the original deposition by the officer. A copy
of such changes shall be furnished by the officer

to each party.

(3) If the reading and signing have not been waived
by the witness and by each party the deposition
shall be signed by the witness and returned by him
to the officer within thirty (30) days after it 1is
submitted to the witness. If the deposition has
been returned to the officer and has not been
signed by the witness, the officer shall execute a
certificate of that fact, attach it to the original
deposition and deliver it to the party taking it.
In such event, the deposition may be used by any
party with the same force and effect as though it

had been signed by the witness.

(4) In the event the deposition is not returned to
the officer within thirty (30) days after it has
been submitted to the witness, the reporter shall
execute a certificate of that fact and cause the
certificate to be delivered to the party taking it.

In such event, any party may use a copy of the




deposition with the same force and effect as though

the original had been signed by the witness.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.
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COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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