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STATE OF | NDI ANA
COUNTY OF MONROE
I N THE MONROE CI RCU T COURT
COUNTY RESI DENTS AGAI NST
ANNEXATI ON, I NC., an Indiana
not for profit Corporation,
Representative of Those in the
Territories Sought to be
Annexed; DON CREEK, HARRY
FERRI'S, W LLI AM MAN WARI NG,
DAN DOYLE, CATHERI NE DENSFORD,
ETHEL ANN SATLER, MARILYN J.
DANI ELSON, DEAN F. HOKE, BERT
F. PHILLIPS, SUNNY SLATER,
HOLLY HI LL, DEBORAH REED f or
REED QUARRI ES, | NC.,
THOMAS W McGHI E, RI CKY
FERGUSON, THOMAS E. OSBORN,
JI MMl E JOHNSON, RI CHARD PEACH,
KAREN LAUCELLA, BARBARA
LEI NI NGER, RHONDA GRAY,
ARLLYS PAPKE, JOANNA HAHN;
and OTHER TERRI TORY 1A AND
I OWNERS OF LAND
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Petitioners,

V. Cause No.
THE COMMON COUNCIL of the City 53C06- 2203- PL-
of Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, 000509

| ndi ana, JOHN HAM LTON in his
O ficial Capacity as Mayor

of Bl oom ngton, Monroe County,

| ndi ana, and CATHERI NE SM TH i n
Her Official Capacity as
Audi t or of ©Monroe County,

| ndi ana,
Respondent s.
DEPOSI TI ON OF
RI TA BARROW
DATE: Thur sday, March 14, 2024
Tl ME: 10:36 a. m
LOCATI ON: Bl oom ngton City Hal

401 North Morton Street

Bl oom ngton, I N 47404
REPORTED BY: Andr ew Pronschi nske
JOB NO.: 6485975
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APPEARANCES

ON BEHALF OF PETI TI ONERS COUNTY RESI DENTS AGAI NST
ANNEXATI ON, | NC., DON CREEK, HARRY FERRI S, W LLI AM MAN
WARI NG, DAN DOYLE, CATHERI NE DENSFORD, ETHEL ANN
SATLER, MARI LYN J. DANI ELSON, DEAN F. HOKE, BERT F.
PHI LLI PS, SUNNY SLATER, HOLLY HI LL, DEBORAH REED f or
REED QUARRI ES, INC., THOVAS W MGHI E, RI CKY FERGUSON,
THOVAS E. OSBORN, JI MM E JOHNSON, RI CHARD PEACH, KAREN
LAUCELLA, BARBARA LEI NIl NGER, RHONDA GRAY, ARLLYS
PAPKE, JOANNA HAHN; and OTHER TERRI TORY 1A AND I
OANNERS OF LAND:

RYAN HEEB, ESQUI RE

Bunger & Robertson

211 South Col | ege Avenue

Bl oom ngton, IN 47404

rheeb@ awbr. com

(317) 296-5294

ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENTS CI TY OF BLOOM NGTON, | NDI ANA:
STEPHEN C. UNGER, ESQUI RE
Bose McKi nney & Evans LLP
111 Monunent Circle, Suite 2700
| ndi anapolis, IN 46204
sunger @osel aw. com

(317) 684-5435
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APPEARANCES (Cont'd)"
ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENTS CI TY OF BLOOM NGTON,
ANDREW M MCNEI L, ESQUI RE
Bose McKi nney & Evans LLP
111 Monunent Circle, Suite 2700
| ndi anapolis, IN 46204
ancnei | @osel aw. com

(317) 684-5253

ALSO PRESENT:

Margaret Clenents, County Residents agai nst

Annexation, Inc., Corporate representative
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE REPORTER: Good norning. M nane
I's Andrew Pronschinske; | amthe reporter assigned by
Veritext to take the record of this proceeding. W're
now on the record at 10:36 a. m

This is the deposition of Rita Barrow
taken in the matter of County Residents Agai nst
Annexation, Incorporated and I ndiana not-for-profit
Corporation et al. vs. The Common Council of the City
of Bl oom ngton, Monroe County, Indiana, et al. on
March 14, 2024, at the Bloom ngton City Hall, 401
North Morton Street, Bloom ngton, |Indiana, 46 --
47404.

| am a notary authorized to take
acknow edgnments and adm ni ster oaths in Indiana.

Addi tionally, absent an objection on
the record before the witness is sworn, all parties
and the w tness understand and agree that any
certified transcript produced fromthe recordi ng of
this proceedi ng:

- is intended for all uses permtted
under applicabl e procedural and
evidentiary rules and laws in the
sanme nmanner as a deposition recorded

by stenographi c neans; and
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- shall constitute witten stipulation

of such.

At this tine will everyone in
attendance please identify yourself for the record,
beginning fromnmny |eft.

MR. MCNEIL: Andrew McNeil, Bose
McKi nney & Evans for the City of Bl oom ngton.

MR. UNGER: Steve Unger also with the
City of Bloom ngton.

M5. CLEMENTS: WMargaret Clenents,
County Resi dents Agai nst Annexati on.

MR. HEEB: Ryan Heeb, of the firm
Bunger & Robertson for the petitioners.

MS. BARRON Rita Barrow, Van Buren
Townshi p Trust ee.

THE REPORTER: Thank you. Hearing no
objection, I wll now swear in the wtness.

Pl ease raise your right hand.
VHEREUPON,

RI TA BARROW
call ed as a witness and having been first duly sworn
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothi ng but
the truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

THE REPORTER: Thank you. We may

proceed.
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EXAM NATI ON

BY MR, MCNEI L:

Q Pl ease state your nanme for the record.

A Rita Barrow.

Q Ms. Barrow, as we just net ny nane is Andrew
McNeil. 1'"mone of the attorneys for the City of
Bl oom ngton in this annexation renonstrance case.
Have you ever had the opportunity to provide
deposition testinony before?

A No.

Q Have you ever testified in a court
proceedi ng?

A No. Well -- I'"'msorry, yes. Yes, | did one
time prior. There was an incident that | had an
I ntruder to cone into nmy home and that was taken to
court.

Q So was that a crim nal case against the
I ntruder?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. How long ago was that?

A ' mgoing to say 15 or 16 years ago.

Q So for a deposition, the ground rules are
pretty sinple. I'mgoing to ask you a series of

questions and your job is to answer them as conpletely

and as truthfully as you can. Does that nake sense?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A Yes.

Q If you don't understand ny question will you
| et me know?

A Absol ut el y.

Q If you don't hear me or need ne to rephrase
sonething will you |let me know that too?

A Yes.

Q If you need to take a break for any reason
to use the restroomor stand to stretch your legs wll
you | et me know t hat?

A Yes.

Q Did you do anything to prepare for the
deposition today?

A | have a few -- a fewitens that | focused
on as far as whenever the residents would cone into
our office and ask about it.

Q So you have a folder in front of you that
has a handful of --

A | just made copi es.

Q I's that one --

A And | -- | think you have these.

Q So did you make copies -- extra copies for

ever ybody?
A Not for everybody just for one. |

want to make extra copies if | don't have to.

Page 9

don't
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Q Sure. So how many different packets are
stapl ed together in your folder?

A Two.

Q And how - -

A Those are sonething else, but -- and that's
not for annexations.

Q So the other papers in your folder, which
you've now closed are unrelated to the annexation?

A No. They relate to it, but that's -- it's
just information that |'ve received, so it's not
anyt hing big.

Q So -- received from where?

A Everyone.

Q So let's just if we -- can we -- do you m nd
if | ook at your folder like just the whole fol der?
Thank you.

A Mm hmm

Q You' ve handed me the folder. The first
docunent on top says "Annexation Financial | npact
Monr oe County Governnent m nus negative $2, 737, 000"
and then there's other data there; correct?

A Yes.

Q The second page says, "Van Buren is not

I nterested in becom ng part of the annexation" and

then there it says "Townshi p assi stance provi des" and

Veritext Lega Solutions
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then there's a table of different services the
t ownshi p provi des?

A Yes.

Q And then sonme narrative comments at the
bottom

A Yes.

Q And then the third page | ooks |like a
financial report or conparative data from 2021
esti mated revenue inpact to overlapping taxing units
with Baker Tilly information in one colum. Reedy
Fi nanci al Group in another colum and then a variance
colum at the far-right side; correct?

A Yes.

Q Where did this first page this "Annexation
Fi nanci al | npact Data" docunment cone fronf?

A | believe that came fromthe County, but |'m
not positive on -- | didn't go into depth to try it
find it, but I think it was in the news -- oh, it was
in the HT.

Q In the what? The Harold Tines?

A Harol d Ti nmes.

Q Is this sonething you copied fromthe Harold
Ti mes?

A Yes.

Q When did you prepare this docunent?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A Probably 2021 -- 2021.
Q Ckay. And then the second page the "Van
Buren is not interested in becom ng a part of the

annexation" this --

A That' s m ne.
Q When was this created?
A That was created about -- |I'mgoing to say

three to four nonths ago.

Q Well, the far-right colum is 2024 year to
date and this is the mddle of March 2024.

A So -- well, that could be ny budget that
was -- inposed there, but I'mnot positive. | can't
remenber the dates. | --

Q What was the purpose for preparing this?

A Just to show what we do and how nmuch we
spend each year and what kind of inpact this would be
on annexati on.

Q So the figures that are in the table --

A That is what we have spent for -- froml
think it's 2020. |Is that correct?

Yes. 2020 through 2024 year to date.
Yes.
And it's broken down by year?

Yes.

O » O >» O

So for 2020, for exanple, it says the totals
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are $89, 326. 67.

A Correct. And if you think about it, that
was during COVID.

Q Sure. So 2023, the totals are $124, 184. 857

A Yes.

Q And these are anounts the township trustee
has spent on assistance prograns?

A Yes.

Q It's not the total budget?

A No. No.

Q And then this conparative page between Baker
Tilly and Reedy Financial, where did you get this
fronf

A From Baker Tilly, | believe. And that's
been -- what two, three years ago.

Q And the next docunent, it's actually the

sanme thing.

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And there's --

A The map.

Q The map. |Is this -- what is this a map of ?
A Of the annexation area in Van Buren.

Q So it's 1B?

A 1A

Q " msorry, 1A overlap and --
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A And 1B, yes.

Q So Van Buren Township has parcels in both 1A

and 1B?
A Yes.
Q And then there's sonme narrative notes.
A Yeah.
Q Did you write those?
A | think | probably did.
Q When did you prepare this docunent?
A Oh, ny gosh. [|'mgoing to say probably
January, February of this year.
Q What was your purpose in creating thenf
A Just so | would have reference.
Q The next docunent is titled "Annexation

Subpoena,"” do you see that? Wat is this docunent?

A That is one that was given to ne as far as
bei ng subpoenaed.

Q What -- who gave it to you?

A | would say probably one of the |aw offices
and it may have been you.

Q Well -- so how did you receive this

docunment, by email ?

A M hmm
Q You have to say "yes" for the record.
A Yes.
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MR. HEEB: Can | see what you're
| ooki ng at?
BY MR. MCNEI L:

Q So it says "Annexation Subpoena." First
sentence when contractors build into additions, they
request sewer and water, exanple cost of home and
| abor involved $250, 000. Do you see -- well, you're
famliar with that? You shook your head, yes?

A Yes. "' m sorry.

Q That's all right. But it's your testinmony

t hat you were not the author of this docunment;

correct? Let nme -- did you wite this docunent?
A | don't know. | can't see it from here.
Q ' m sorry.
A This is m ne.

Q Ckay. So when you said you got sonething
fromthe |aw office, you were referring to the
subpoena itsel f?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And then there's a docunent for

police?
A Yes.
Q Did you write that as well?
A Yes.
Q It refers to a 2019, study the City
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conm ssioned. Are you famliar with the Novak
Consul ting G oup report?
A No.
Q The study said we needed 121 officers --
A " msorry. Yes, | do. | had read that and

that was sonmething that | thought that if you asked

me, | could say, "Okay. Let ne find ny notes."
Q So the -- did you read that report?
A Only that.
Q Only the concl usion?
A That's the only, yes. That's the only thing

that | read in that.

Q The only thing you read just so the record
is clear. The only thing you read in that report was
the conclusion that the City of Bl oom ngton needed 121
police officers?

A Yes. And by the tinme that they add everyone
else in, there's a report that says they will need
over 160 to be able to provide public service to all
t he areas.

Q What report is that?

A | can't tell you because | didn't have it
down there.

Q So this -- you say here the national average

I ndi cates a community needs 1.6 officers for every
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t housand peopl e.

A Yes.

Q What national -- what's the source of that
nati onal average?

A If I had my conmputer in front of ne, | could
tell you.

Q Do you know if it's fromthe FBI?

A | don't know who it's from

Q So was it a -- this average was it a
staffing recommendati on or does it reflect what the
average is in the field?

A It was a staffing recommendati on.

Q Okay. And do you have your conputer with

A No, | do not.

Q So you believe there is a report out there
that says the national average staffing recomendation
is 1.6 officers for every thousand peopl e?

A Yes. And I'll be very honest on this. This
I's not anything to do with Van Buren other than the
fact that the residents of Van Buren wll need
addi ti onal public safety people.

Q Did you know what the popul ation count is of
t he Van Buren township residents who are in annexation

areas 1A and 1B?
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A The whole total is about 13, 000.

Q The whol e total of Van Buren Township is
13, 0007

A Yes.

Q And what portion of that population is in
annexation areas 1A and 1B?

A Thirty -- 3100, | believe. It's close to
3100.

Q And | ooki ng back at this map, the area
shaded in blue is that the Van Buren Townshi p?

A No. That is all Perry. Perry Township
wi t hi n Van Buren.

Q So which --

A If not -- unless that doesn't -- let ne see.

Q Sorry. Yellowis target -- it says yellow
Is targeted for annexati on.

A Yes, this is all Van Buren.

Q So it's your -- and is that the entirety of
t he Van Buren Township area that is in annexation area
1A or 1B?

A Both. No, I'msorry. 1B -- 1B because
after it -- it starts in Richland Township in Hi ghland
Village and goes all the way to State Road 45 and then
from State Road 45 to Fullerton Pike.

Q So what did you -- what did you just

WWw.veritext.com
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descri be?

A VWhere 1A was and 1B was.

Q Right. So what |'m asking to understand is
this yell ow shaded area on this map is that the
totality of Van Buren Township area --

A No.

Q That is in annexation area 1A and/or 1B?

A Yes.

Q Right. So it's your testinony there's
approxi mately 3100 people who live in that yell ow
shaded area?

A It's not the yellow It's the blue, |
bel i eve.

Q So it says blue is not targeted for

annexati on.

A Okay. Okay. This is a different map.
blue -- blue is where it was not asked. And if you
| ook at the yellow right there according to what |'ve
read the City wanted the commttee to -- comunity
area to stay together. The yellow and the bl ue going
across the line there was not annexed. And ny
guestion was why did you not annex the whole community
t here?

Q Right. So this is -- this is just a

snapshot of a subset of Van Buren Township --

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A Yes.

Q -- overlap with the annexation areas?

A Yes, 1B.

Q So when you said earlier that this is all of
t he Van Buren Township area --

A It's not all.

Q That's in 1A a 1B, that was incorrect?

A It is 1B.

Q But it's only a portion of --

A Yes.

Q -- it's only a portion of the Van Buren

Townshi p property in 1B?

A Correct.

Q Al right. Have city police officers
reached out to the Van Buren Township Trustee to tell
you of their poor working conditions?

A Yes.

Q Who? Vhich officers?

A | have no idea. That's been a long tinme
ago.

Q And they're talking to you directly?

A Yes. It's either by phone or in person and
t hat has been a coupl e years ago.

Q There's a docunment here with the title

"Circuit Breaker --

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A Mm hmm
Q Are they -- you have to say "yes." Sorry.
A Yes. |'msorry.

Q That's all right. You'll get used to it.
It's -- it's different because we have, you know, you
don't normally talk to soneone and there's a

transcript being made. There's a docunent that says

"Circuit Breaker;" correct?

A Correct.

Q Is this a docunment you typed up?

A Yes.

Q Then there are three pages of text that have
guotes by a person named Ross. Ross said -- and it's
in -- it's a description of tax caps and circuit

breakers and things |like that?

A Correct.

Q Do you know what this is?

A They were probably ny notes whenever
annexati on was occurring.

Q Do you know if this was -- it |ooks to ne
here -- it looks to ne Iike at |east those first two

pages were copied froman article and pasted into a

docunent ?
A Yes.
Q Is that what's goi ng on?
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A Yes.

Q Do you know what article it was that that
data -- that information cones fronf

A No. And | will say this was -- excuse ne.

My notes to the residents if they cane in and asked
for an expl anati on of what was going to happen.
Bottomline, | gave them as nuch information as what
could that | could back nmyself on.

But it's fromwhat |1've seen and what |'ve
heard and one |'ve spoke with, individuals that are
over this 65 that get that circuit breaker and that

tax, if their assessed val ue went over, then they did

not get the circuit breaker.

Q Ri ght. You understand there's assessed
val ue and inconme limtations on the over-65 circuit
br eaker ?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And the last page in your folder.
It's a docunent it says "City gives grants to the
followi ng" with amounts and Van Buren donat ed
anounts --

A Yes.

Q -- and the Red Cross, Community Kitchen,

organi zations |ike that.

A Correct.
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Q What is this docunment?

A That is nmy docunent that | -- | give to
certain non-profits because Van Buren does not have a
food pantry, which we help out Red Cross whenever
there's a fire that's in Van Buren. W try to help
themto help the resident or the renter that was not
permtted to go back into the property.

As well as we have guidelines that we are
not over a certain anount within Van Buren for rent or
utilities. That's our guidelines given to the State
Board of Accounts.

Q Ckay. There's a note on the back to the
very first page. It says "At |least 20 percent of Van
Buren residents are living on social security alone."

A Yes.

Q What's the source of that information?

A Census.

Q Do you know what portion of those residents
of Van Buren Township live in either area 1A or 1B?

A 1A and 1B.

Q Right. But --

A Bot h.

Q Sure. But ny questionis so if there's --

say there's 100,000 people. That's just a round

nunber. Easy to do math with and 20 percent of them
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in the total area are on social security. That's

20, 000 peopl e.

A That's correct.
Q In that exanple, do you know what portion of
that -- what represents the 20,000 people on a

percent age basis would reside in either 1A or 1B?

A I|'mgoing to say at |east 20 percent.

Q So 20 percent of the 20 percent?

A Mm hmm 20 percent of the 200 or the what
was it you asked nme in the first?

Q Well, so | said assune 100, 000 peopl e.

A 100, 000. Okay. And the reason | know this
I s because | have individuals that call ne and say,
"Rita, can you | ook up"” -- which was provided by the
Cty, "what ny inpact would be on assessed val ue and
what ny taxes would be." And | said, "Sure."

So | went back to that document. They give
me their address. 1'd look at it and I'd say,
"According to this, it |looks like you're going to go X
anount over."

Q So let nme try to focus ny question based on
t he answer you provided before that one. Are you
saying that all of the Van Buren residents who are on
social security alone --

A No. |'mnot saying --
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-- live in areas 1A and 1B?

No.

O >» O

Ri ght .

A "' m saying 20 percent of the residents that
are being annexed |live on social security al one.

Q So if there were 3100 residents in the
annexation area --

A 20 percent of that is 62.

Q You have to let me finish ny question.
Sorry, 620; right?

A Yeah.

Q Ckay. So it's your belief that there's
approxi mately 600 or so social security only residents
of Van Buren Township who reside in area 1A or 1B?

A Yes.

Q And that's just based on your sense of
things or is that based on a study that you' ve done?

A It's not based on a study. Because you
can't get an actual.

Q Right. So we're going to before this is
over, we're going to mark this as an exhibit and nmake
it -- we'll nmake copies of it and then put it to the
transcript, so everybody has a copy of it. And I
asked you -- we started there with what you had done

to prepare for the deposition and | think you said
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you -- that's how we got into your folder. Wat else
did you do to prepare for the deposition?

A That's it.

Q Did you talk to Ms. Clenents or anybody from
M. Heeb's office?

A No. M. Beggs, | talked with whenever this
was all going that | was going to be annexed. And he
did no nore than just tell nme tell the truth.

Q And you said you were going to be annexed,
you neant you were going to be deposed?

A I|'msorry, yes.

Q Ckay. So your conversation with M. Beggs
was there's going to be a deposition and you just need
to tell the truth?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Any other communi cations with anyone
about the deposition, you know, what kind of questions
are going to be asked. What to expect? Anything like
t hat ?

A No.

Q You're famliar with the organi zati on of
County Resi dents Agai nst Annexation?

A Yes.

Q What is your affiliation or involvenment with

t hat organi zati on?
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A My affiliation is nothing nore than as a
trustee, and as a trustee, | want to know what's goi ng
on to tell the residents. As far as anything el se,
| "' m not invol ved.

Q When you say you're a trustee, you nean the
township trustee --

A Correct.

Q -- not a trustee of the organization?
A No, no.
Q Have you had in the past nore invol venment

with County Residents Agai nst Annexation than just

bei ng the Van Buren Township Trustee?

A No. That's ny -- that's ny role.

Q Were you a co-founder of the organization?
A No.

Q You aware of anyone representing to the

public that you were a co-founder of the organization?

A Not to nmy know edge.

Q Did you assist the organization in
collecting renonstrance petition signatures in the
fall of 20217?

A No.

Q Did your office provide any support or
assi stance to those opposi ng annexation during the

renmonstrance period?
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No.
Did you distribute anti-annexation signs
township trustee's office?

Only if they conme in and ask. | had themin

You had themin Rita Barrow s personal

Correct.

-- as opposed to Rita Barrow township

Correct.
And you kept themin your vehicle, you did

theminside to the township trustee's

Not that | recall.

How many enpl oyees are there in the township
fice today?

El even.

How many were there in 20217

El even.

Al right. Are there any enployees at the
Township Trustee's office who to your

live in the annexation area?

Yes.

VWhi ch enpl oyees in your -- in the township
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trustee's office live in one of the annexation areas?
A Rachel Conmbs and her husband, Davi d.
Q What is Ms. Conbs's role in the township
trustee's office?

A She is ny admi n that produces checks to

vendors.

Q So accounts payabl e?

A Mm hnm

Q You have to say "yes."

A Account s payabl e.

Q Right. And you have to say "yes" for the
record. Sorry.

A Yes. Accounts payabl e.

Q And | don't do that to be rude. |'mjust

trying to make sure that we have a clean copy of this
because when sonebody a nmonth from now reads it who
wasn't here. They've to understand what was said and
so if you nod your head or sonmething like that that's
open to --

A | forget that we're recording, so | wll try
to do better.

Q Yeah. And I'mjust trying to | et you know
" mnot being rude. |I'mjust trying to make sure it's
all a clean transcript.

MR. HEEB: And al ong those sane |ines
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make sure he asks his question fully before you
respond.

MR. MCNEIL: That way he doesn't have
to decide who's talking and it's just easier. And
"1l try to let you finish your answer before | start
my next question.

BY MR. MCNEI L:

Q You nmentioned David Conmbs too. What's his
role with the township trustee's office?

A He does not work at the office. That is
Rachel ' s husband.

Q OCh, so he's soneone who lives in the

annexation area?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever discussed annexation with
Ms. Conbs?

A Yes.

Q I n what context?

A She would ask is there -- is there any news
about the annexation or I'mbeing -- she said | -- was

al so have to do a deposition. And other than that,
no.

Q Have you ever asked Ms. Conbs to do any work
fromthe township trustee's office for benefit of

t hose opposi ng annexation?
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A No.

Q Are you -- so, there's two layers to this
question that |I'm about to ask. One is Rita Barrow
personally and one is Rita Barrow township trustee.

A Okay.

Q And so when you're answering them please
i dentify which voice you re speaking from Are you
opposed to the annexation? |'Ill break it down. Are
you opposed to the annexation on a personal |evel?

A On a personal |evel, no.

Q Are you opposed to the annexation in your
role as a township trustee?

A No. Now I'mgoing to finish this by saying
no, |I'mnot opposed to annexation because | believe
the City has a rightful to go ahead and receive sone
annexation getting theminto the City. What | am
against is involuntary annexation. No one should be
allowed to go in and tell the property owner we're
annexi ng you.

This is going to be your tax from now on.
These are the rules that you're going to go by from
now on.

Q So let nme ask a nore precise question then.
Do you Rita Barrow personally oppose the City's

attenpted annexation of areas 1A and 1B?
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A Yes, at this tine.

Q And as the township trustee, you're also
opposed?

A Yes, at this tine.

Q I's that based on anything other than the
fact that it's involuntary and everything that goes
along with being involuntarily annexed?

A It goes along with being involuntary
annexati on.

Q Right. So and you understand --

A Both sides. As personal and as trustee.

Q And you understand that the statutory
framewor k of annexation in the state of Indiana all ows
for involuntary annexation as well as a renonstrance
opportunity agai nst involuntary annexation?

MR. HEEB: Object to the form
You can go ahead and answer.
BY MR. MCNEI L:

Q So every once in a while, he'll object, and
that's for the judge to consider later, if necessary.
But since there's no judge here in the roomto rule on
t hat objection, you still need it answer, so --

A Ckay. Wuld you ask it again, please?

Q Yes. Do you understand that the statutory

framework in I ndiana for annexation allows for the
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muni ci pality to involuntarily annex an area, but also
affords the I and owners and residents in that area to
attenpt to renonstrate agai nst the annexati ons?
MR. HEEB: Sane objection.
You can go ahead and answer.
THE W TNESS: Yes, | understand that.
BY MR. MCNEI L:
Q Ckay. Philosophically, though you're -- it
sounds |i ke you have an objection to the concept of
I nvol untary annexation?
A Exactly.
Q In your role as the Van Buren Township

Trustee that's an el ected position; correct?

A Yes.
Q How | ong have you been in that role?
A | was appointed in January of 2010, el ected

in 2011, and so | have been in this role going on 14

years.
Q Is that your full-time job?
A Yes.
Q What did you do for work before you were a

township trustee?
A | was retired.
Q Where did you retire fronf

A Thonpson Consuner Electronics in
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| ndi anapolis.

Q You worked at the Indianapolis |ocation?

A | worked at Bl oom ngton, Juarez, and
| ndi anapol i s.

Q What did you do there at Thonpson?

A | was supply chain.

Q How many years did you work at Thonpson al
of fi ces conbi ned?

A Twenty- ni ne years.

Q Whi ch Thonpson | ocati on was your | ast
Thonpson | ocati on?

A Headquarters -- on | think it's 106th

Street.
Q I n I ndi anapolis?
A Mm hnmm
Q It's now the St. Vincent Ascension

headquarters or at | east sone operational building.
A Yes.
Q It's still considered one of the ugliest
bui | di ngs i n I ndi anapolis.
A It is.

MR. HEEB: | feel like | should object
to the formof that question, but I don't have a dog
in that fight.

/1
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BY MR, MCNEI L:

Q

Townshi p?

A

> O >» O

Q

What is your -- so do you live in Van Buren

Yes.

Do you live in one of the annexation areas?
No.

Did you sign a renonstrance petition?

No.

Where is the trustee's -- what is the

address of the trustee's office?

A

Q
A

Q

2123 South Kirby Road.
Is that in one of the annexation areas?
No.

Are the duties of the township trustee

est abl i shed by statute?

A

Q
A
Q

Yes.

And you're famliar with that statute?

Oh, absol utely.

And if | said I ndiana Code 36-4-3, does that

sound famliar?

A
Q

duti es?

A
Q

Do you realize how many codes there are?

But this one is the township trustee's

Yes.

You' ve read that before?
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A Yes.

Q Ckay. |Is it one of your duties to nmanage
all the township property interests?

A For the townshi p? Yes.

Q What property interest does the township

possess?
A What i nsurance?
Q I nterests?
A I nterest. None.

Q Do you currently have any property

managenment responsibilities as the township trustee?

A Yes.

Q What property managenent responsibilities do
you have?

A | have -- well that was prior. | did have

the Van Buren Fire Departnment on Kirby Road along with
station 39. Now it's station 29 and 39 that is in
Stanford. And then the office nowthat I'"mat is 2123
t he ot her one was 2130.

Q Does the township trustee own the real
estate where the office is |located or does it rent?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And the -- when you -- when did you
no | onger -- stop having property nmanagenent

responsibility for the Van Buren Fire Departnent
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property?

A Decenmber 2020.

Q Is that because effective January 2021 the
Monroe Fire Protection District took over the fire
service for Van Buren Townshi p?

A Yes. And that was to save ny firefighters.

Q What does that nean?

A When annexati on began, | spoke with the
mayor and then | spoke with the fire chief, and from
my understanding, the fire chief told nme that the
firefighters that had been there since 1972 as far as
begi nning in 72, they would be allowed to drive road
trucks, dunp trucks, trash trucks, but they would not
be al |l owed because they didn't have their
certifications.

My quote to himwas they've nore
certifications then you did and | can prove every one
of them because that was part of ny role was to nmake
sure that they followed the rules fromfire.

Q You said this conversation occurred when
annexation first started?

A In 2017, okay.

Q Are you famliar with the |aw that changed
in 2019 with respect to fire services in annexation

areas?
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A Yes.

Q What i s your understanding of that |aw?

A The understanding is ny -- well, is that the
fire district will not beconme a part of the annexation
area. They will continue to run as a district.

Q So the Van Buren Township's current fire
protection is provided by the Monroe Fire Protection
District; correct?

A They're a part of the Monroe Fire Protection
District.

Q And what is your understanding of the

current coverage of the fire district? Like what area

Cl ear Creek, Indian Creek?

of Monroe County does it cover?

A Al l the outstandi ng townshi ps except for
Washi ngton, who's getting ready to go in. Bean
Bl ossom and Ri chl and.

Q So the fire protection district covers Van
Buren Townshi p?

A Van Buren Townshi p.

Q Bl oom ngt on Townshi p?

A Bl oom ngt on Townshi p.

Q Perry?

A Perry.

Q

A

Yes.
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Q And Benton; correct?

A And Benton and Salt and Pol k and contracted
with them

Q And Washington is currently contracted with
them but about to becone part of the district?

A That is correct.

Q And then you know the fire provider for
Ri chl and Townshi p?

A The -- you nean the fire chief?

Q What entity is the fire provider for
Ri chl and Townshi p?

A | don't understand.

Q Well, you -- | think you said Richland was
not part of the fire protection district.

A That's right. The township and the town pay
for their own.

Q The town of Ellettsville?

A Yes.

Q And that's what | was asking if you
under st ood who provided that service?

A Okay.

Q Where is the headquarters for the fire
protection district?

A On Kennedy Drive.

Q Is that in one of the annexation areas?
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A "' m not sure.
Q But you understand that if the annexation
occurred the fire protection district will continue to

be the fire provider for the Van Buren Township
residents in areas 1A and 1B?

A Correct.

Q And that's -- you understand that's a
function of this 2019 | aw?

A Yes.

Q As it pertains to fire protection districts
I N annexation areas?

A Yes.

Q Do you know if the Monroe Fire Protection
District fire property tax rate is higher than the tax
rate for the Bl oom ngton Fire Departnent?

A | don't, no.

Q Woul d you be surprised to | earn that the
fire rate inside the city is lower -- tax rate is
| ower than the fire tax rate in the fire protection
district?

MR. HEEB: Object to the form

You can answer.

THE W TNESS: Yes, because they receive
all the public safety, local incone tax.

Il
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BY MR, MCNEI L:
Q Who' s t hey?
A The City.
Q So you're saying "yes" you would surprised

or "yes" the City's | ower because they receive the
public safety incone tax?

A Yes, the City's is | ower because they
receive the public safety local incone tax.

Q But the -- it's your understanding that if

t he annexation of 1A and 1B by the City is successful,

it will not inpact the fire provider for Van Buren
Townshi p?

A Yes, | understand that, but | also
understand that the -- with the m nimal anpount of

police that they've to cone out that far and with the
continui ng of addressing new police to cone in, that's
going to take another two years to get them settl ed.

Q What does that have to do with fire
protection?

A Nothing to do with fire protection. This is
what | think. On ny notes, it was the police --

Q Ri ght .

A -- and right now the tine going fromthe
City to where the township is currently or any of the

subdi visions that's going to take a while.
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Q Renmenber at the beginning of the deposition
whet her | tal ked about ground rules and said that your
j ob was to answer ny questions as conpletely and as
truthfully as you coul d?

A Yes.

Q Okay. So | have not asked you about the
police yet.

A Okay.

Q But |I'm going to ask you now about crine
statistics and Van Buren Township, are you famliar
with those?

A No.

Q Are you -- is it your testinony that the
areas of Van Buren Township that are in annexation
areas 1A and 1B are high crinme-ridden dangerous
nei ghbor hoods?

A No.

Q They' re safe nei ghborhoods; aren't they?

A Except for Wl mart.

Q Ri ght .

A And Wal mart is in that area.

Q Ri ght. And you understand that the
sheriff's departnent currently provides --

Yes.

A
Q Run response to Wal mart?
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A Yes.

Q Are you famliar with the way in which
Wal mart handl es shoplifting matters -- |'msorry. Let
me rephrase that. Are you famliar with how the
county sheriff interacts with Wal mart on property
| oss, shoplifting clains?

A No.

MR. HEEB: Objection to form
You can answer.
BY MR. MCNEI L:

Q Have you ever heard anyone say that the City
Police Departnment will handle Walmart calls the same
way the county does?

A No.

Q And are you famliar wth or understand how
the county sheriff handles any calls to Wal mart?

A No.

Q Do you know if Wal mart has their own
security?

A No.

Q No, they don't or no, you don't know?

A No, | don't know.

Q Do you have as a township trustee do you
ever get information on police response tine from or

sheriff response tinme fromthe county sheriff?

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 44

A No.

Q You ever ask for that information?

A No.

Q Anot her -- going back to the duties of the

township trustee, the statute includes the
responsibility to keep township records open for
public inspection. You understand that?

A Yes.

Q What township records generally are there
that are open to public inspection?

A Any of ny notes. Any of ny budgets. Any of
nmy annual reports. Any resolutions that the board
approves. Any additional appropriations that we
encounter or request. Any township assistance that
has been denied | go to court explaining why.

Q That's a pretty good summary as far as you
can tell sitting here right now?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Would your ability to continue nmaking
t hose records open for public inspection be inpacted
in any way if the annexation goes through?

A No.

Q You -- another statutory responsibility is
to attend all neetings of the township |egislative

body; is that right?
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Yes.

What is the township |legislative body?
That's ny board nmenbers and | have three.
VWho are they?

John Wlson, WIIl Smth, and Theresa Gat man.
What are the requirenents for -- to sit on
of the township trustee board?

It's an el ected position.

Is there a residency requirenent?

Yes, they nmust be in Van Buren.

Are any of the three board nenbers -- do any

of the three board nenbers currently reside in area of

Yes.
VWhi ch one?
1A WIIl Smth -- WIlliam Smth.

I f the annexation goes through, do you have

any understandi ng of how that would affect his

eligibility to sit on your board?

No. It should not affect anything.
Because he's still in the township; right?
He's still in the township.

How of t en does the board neet?

Every Wednesday -- third Wednesday of the
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Q I's there anything about the board neeting
schedul e or conposition that would be inpacted by the
annexation if it were successful?

A No, not to ny know edge.

Q Okay. Another statutory function of the
township trustee is to receive and pay out township
funds; correct?

A Correct.

Q What are the sources of funds that pay into
t he townshi p?

A The |l ocal incone tax, the tax as far as
general. FIT, which is the Financial Institution
Tax. The CVET, which is the county vehicle excise
tax. I'mtrying to think. Any excess |levy goes into
it. | believe that m ght be all

Q What paynent obligations does the township
trustee have with respect to those funds? In other
wor ds, what are those funds used for?

A What ever the law allows us to use themfor.
It usually all goes into general, except whenever it's
di vi ded out and the county auditor w Il distinguish
whet her it goes into each of the itens that you --
that | said earlier. Those are all recorded under one
and our accounting goes into it this.

Q What is your understanding, if any,
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concerning the financial inpact if the annexation goes

t hrough on the township's funds?

A It could be considerable, 51,000 was what |
believe Reed -- if | can renenber correctly. Hang on.

Q And just for the record, you' ve opened your
fol der and you're | ooking at that top docunent. Thee

third page with the conparison of the Baker Tilly and
Reedy Fi nanci al dat a.

A Yes. Fromthe Reedy, it's $51,601. From
Baker Tilly, it was 31, 408.
Is that in the first year?
The first year was --
O is that total ?

That's total on both.

O » O >» O

When you say on both, what do you nean?

A One from Baker Tilly, which is 31,408 and
that's in year two and Reedy was $51, 601 and that was
i n year two.

Q Do you understand that that data -- those
data were prepared in 20217

A Oh, yes, | do understand that. Because nost
of the residents that received anything stating that
t hey were going to be annexed noved and the ones that
noved in didn't have a clue, because they weren't

notified because it didn't say whenever they received
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the Certified Mail stating that they were going to be
annexed. It didn't say or current resident.

Q Ckay. Let nme understand that. Are you
saying that a majority of the Van Buren Township | and
owners in areas 1A and 1B have noved since 20217

A " mnot going to say the majority because |
woul d not have a clue whose noved.

Q Okay. So what are you saying about -- what
do nean -- what are you conmunicating in this
deposition about the changeover in ownership of real
estate in Van Buren Township as it pertains to the
annexation?

A From i ndi vi dual s that have reached out to ne
asking nme what is annexation? What is this going to
do to ny taxes? And again, we go through the process.
We use the report that was received from M. Rouker by
Van Buren. | show them but those were all based on
the 2020 assessed value. It is now 2024, and you know
as well as | know, how nuch the assessed val ue has
gone up.

Q Ri ght. The assessed val ue has gone up and
so, therefore the revenue received by Van Buren
Townshi p has al so gone up; correct?

A It could. It could very well go up.

Q From 2020 to 2024 has the Van Buren Township
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Trustee's revenue receipts increased year over year?
A | can't say that. | can't say that and |'I|

gi ve you a good exanpl e because you have to take in

consideration that when the fire departnent had left

t hat dropped.

Q What's the current bal ance of your rainy-day
funds?
A Ri ght now, it's over 2 mllion, and the

reason being, we have in the process a new township
office as well as a comrunity building for Van Buren.
Q What's in the |ast four years, what was the

| ar gest bal ance i n your rainy-day fund?

A | would have to | ook back and see.

Q Do you have an estimate?

A An estimate? A guestimate, |'m going to say
maybe 3 mllion.

Q VWhat is the purpose of the rainy-day fund?

A The rainy-day fund is used for capital or if
needed for township assistance or if we have a --
let's say, we have a tornado go through, | try to help
as nuch as what | can to get the residents to a safe
area or to help themin any way that | can as far as
maybe repl acing a w ndow or maybe repl aci ng a door.
And that's all based on their application.

Q When the fire departnent at the end of 2020
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transitioned to the beginning of 2021 to the Monroe
Fire Protection District, did your expenses as a
township trustee go down?

A Yes.

Q Do you get regular financial reports like
i ncome statenents and cash fl ow statenments and things
i ke that?

A From whont

Q Just -- | mean --

A Are you tal king township or --

Q Yes.

A For just township?

Q Yes.

A Yes. | -- | have those in the software
package.

Q Right. And so you get, you're famliar with
the net inconme fromthe township operations; correct?

A Yes.

Q Has the net incone fromthe township

operations increased year over year from 2020 to 2024?

A No.
Q Does it go up sone years and down sone
years?

A Mm hmm  Dependi ng on COVID. \When everyone

woul d receive the stinulus package or -- it just
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depends.
Q Ri ght. What do you do as the township
trustee, if you have net incone at the end of the year

what happens to that?

A It stays.
Q It stays in the general or rainy-day fund?
A It stays in every fund. And | have three

primary funds.

Q What are your three primry funds?

A General, township assistance, and
recreation.

Q So townshi p assistance is another statutory

function of a township trustee; correct?

A Yes.

Q It used to be known as poor relief?

A Correct.

Q So that's -- it's the same thing; right?
Just - -

A Yep.

Q What does townshi p assi stance include?

A Burials, physicians --

Q Say that again?

A Physi ci ans.

Q Physi ci ans.

A Coul d be dental. It could be food. It
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coul d be school supplies that are needed, rents,
utilities. |I'mthinking. Comunity services and
that's when soneone has sonmething that they can't
afford to replace and it's detrinmental to their hone
and their utilities.

Q And there m ght be others, but that's what

comes to mnd right now?

A MM hmm

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q And the process for receiving township

assi stance is an application process?

A Yes.

Q How nuch did Van Buren Townshi p payout in
townshi p assistance in 2023 just as a rough? Do you
have that in one of your documents?

A That's one of the docunents. In 2023?

Q Yes.

A There's all ny things, $124, 184. 85.

Q And just for the record, you're | ooking at
t he second page of the first docunment in the folder
t hat you have in front of you.

A Yes.

Q Do you have any understandi ng of whet her

townshi p assi stance services provided by your office
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woul d be inpacted if the annexation of 1A and 1B goes
t hr ough?

A Ot her than losing the 51,000? | would
assunme not. Because | would still find a way to
service ny residents.

Q Right. And so when you say |osing 51, 000

that's based on --

A Reedy.

Q Reedy' s anal ysi s?

A Yes.

Q But its -- so if you were to gain as the

real estate in the township increases in assessed
val ue your collections increase as well.

A Correct.

Q Ckay.

A No. If -- if individuals build, okay,
you' re addi ng nore people, so it would go down.

Q You think by --

A My rate would go down -- ny |evy would go
down.

Q Because your budget is based -- so if
nore -- so if there's a new subdivision in Van Buren

Townshi p, your |evy would go down?
A Yes.

Q But the assessed value -- you're getting --
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you're applying a |lower |evy against a higher assessed
val ue?

A Correct.

Q So dependi ng on how those nunbers work out,
you could end up receiving nore total revenue because
of the increase in assessed val ue, even though the
| evy has gone down.

A Yes.

Q So if the assessed val ue has increased
enough, it's conceivable, do you agree that you could
net more than the $51,000 | oss identified by Reedy?

MR. HEEB: |'mjust going to object to
the form

You can go ahead and answer.

THE W TNESS: | would say, yes.
BY MR. MCNEI L:

Q One of the other duties in the statute is as
a fence viewer. What is a fence viewer?

A If two property owners -- okay, one of them
has cattle the other one does not. The individual
that has cattle wants to put up a fence line. The one
on the other side doesn't particularly care to have
one, but if the one that has cattle deems that he
wants the property owner on the other side of himto

pay for half of it then there is a dispute.
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And what | do then is go out stand them both
in the mddle of the properties and say to the right
Is yours to the left is his. And that's the way it's
done.

Q How many tines a year do you get called upon

to performfence view ng duties as the township

trustee?
A | woul d say maybe once or tw ce and -- and |
wll say this, this is out further away. You're

tal ki ng agricultural area.
Q Ri ght. Because the areas the Van Buren
Township areas in 1A and 1B are nore devel oped; right?

A Correct.

Q More residential or comrercial?

A Correct.

Q And nore urbani zed?

A Yes.

Q So if the area 1A and 1B were annexed woul d

t hat have any inpact on your fence view ng?

A Wait. I'msorry. Yes, it could. [If an
I ndi vidual was in an addition, and he put up a fence
okay, and the guy next to himdecided | don't want
that fence there, as long as it's on his
property -- again, we'll go out yes, this is your

property line.
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It has to be like 12 inches up the property
line in general or both of them agree. The best way
that | can do it is to get your |and eval uated and go
fromthere.

Q So woul d you say that the fence view ng

responsibility is probably the small est part of

your - -
A Smal | est part. | do ceneteries too.
Q | was going to ask you, so what are your
responsibilities for the cenmetery -- to naintain

ceneteries?
A To keep them mai ntained. M current --
there are seven ceneteries that are within Van Buren

Township. Two of them are owned by Van Buren with the

third possibly comng on in 2024 or 2025. | maintain
t hose and mai ntain those neans | npw t hem | f stones
are broken, | reconstruct them or have individuals to

reconstruct them
| put up fences, so people cannot go --
because they are in the rural areas, so people can't
drive through the cenetery with -- where it is
enclosed with vaults or whatever -- the stones. The
peopl e that are buried there.
Q Are any of the seven ceneteries in Van Buren

Township | ocated in area 1A or 1B?
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A There is one, but | don't know if that area
I's getting annexed. That's on the other side.

There's one on the airport. There is -- no. |I'm
goi ng to say no.

Q Does the township have parks or community
centers?

A We don't own it, no.

Q Do you mai ntain any?

A No.

Q You nentioned a capital project when we were
tal ki ng about the rainy-day fund, is there a currently
a community center planned or under construction?

A It is alnost conpl et ed.

Q Where is it | ocated?

A On 48th on Fi el dstone Boul evard.

Q That inside or outside the annexation area?

A I nsi de.

Q 1A or 1B?

A 1A

Q Do you know if the annexation goes forward,

do you have any understandi ng of how that inpacts this

community center?
A It shouldn't. | had to sign a waiver.
Q A wai ver for what?
A Agai nst annexati on.
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Q
notarized?

A
Q
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To get utility service out there?
Correct.

When did you sign that?

Whi ch time?

Well, so we're tal king about this -- the
center on 48th?

Ckay.

How many wai vers did you sign for that?
Two.

When did you see the first one?

November -- no, October 31st?
O what year?
23.

When did you sign the second one?
A week | ater.

Do you have any understandi ng why you signed

Yes.

What' s your understandi ng?

Because when it was notarized the dates were
Not fromme fromthe notary.

So you signed a new one and got it properly

Yes.

Has t hat wai ver been recorded to your
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know edge?
A Yes.
Q Did you work with soneone at the City or

City utilities on that waiver?

A No. Other than her notarizing. That's --
that's all.

Q Do you know who notarized it?

A No.

Q Sonebody in the City offices?

A Yes.

Q Anot her township trustee's responsibility is
to destroy detrinmental plants, noxious weeds, and rank
veget ati on.

A Yes.

Q Is that a big part of your job?

A Not my job, but it's one of the individuals,
yes, and that's ongoing through from spring unti
fall.

Q Does the -- are detrinental plants to your
under st andi ng defined by statute?

A Yes.

Q Does the definition of detrinental plants
I ncl ude as a category noxi ous weeds and rank
veget ati on?

A Yes.
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Q Is there any defined group of plants that
constitute noxious weeds and rank vegetati on?

A Yes, but I don't -- couldn't tell you
exactly what they are.

Q If you needed to find a |list where would you
| ook?

A Go to the township manual and it will [1ist
it.

Q Are you famliar with whether or not the

City of Bloom ngton has their own list of detrinental
pl ants, noxi ous weeds, and rank vegetation?
A No.
Q If the annexation goes forward woul d your
responsibility for addressing detrinental plants,
noxi ous weeds, and rank vegetation be inpacted at all?
A No.
Q Anot her statutory duty of the trustee is to

provide insulin to the poor?

A Yes.
Q What does that involve?
A If we have an individual that is diabetic

and they are unable financially to provide insulin, |
provide it.
Q Is there an application process for that?

A There is an application.
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Q I f the annexation goes forward does that
| npact your insulin provision services at all?
A No. It should not.

MR. MCNEIL: |It's been about a little
over an hour that we've been on the record. | have
got a little bit nore, but | think it would probably
make sense to take like a five or ten-m nute break
before we switch into different topics. So we'll go
of f the record now.

THE REPORTER: Of the record at 11:47

(O f the record.)

THE REPORTER: We're now back on the
record at 12: 03 p. m
BY MR, MCNEI L:

Q Ms. Barrow, we're back on the record after a
break, do you understand that you're still under oath?

A Yes.

Q l'mgoing to give you sone docunents | want

to take a | ook at. So this would be Exhibit 61, |

bel i eve.

MR. UNGER: 62.

MR. MCNEIL: 62.

THE W TNESS: Thank you.
/1
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BY MR, MCNEI L:
Q Ms. Barrow, do you have Exhibit 62 in front
of you?
(Exhibit 62 was marked for
i dentification.)
A Yes.

Q And this is a report fromthe State Board of

Accounts.
A Yes.
Q It's the Financial Statenments Audit Report

from Van Buren Townshi p.

A Yes.

Q January 1, 2014, through Decenber 31, 2017;
correct?

A Correct.

Q If you look on that first page at the title
page.

A Yes.

Q How often does the State Board of Accounts

audit the township trustee's office?

A Usual ly every four to five years.

Q What is your role personally in the audit
and how i nvolved are you in that process?

A Very invol ved.

Q And what does that include?

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 63

A | nmust provide all docunents that they
request whether it be the vendors that | paid, the
payroll reports that were done, annual reports being
on tinme, continuous.

Q Okay. So if you noticed in the bottom
corner there's sonme page nunbers there. It says
Bl oom ngton underscore and then sone series of
numbers. 1'mgoing to ask you to turn to the pages
ending 286. So it's going to be a financial schedule
that | ooks like this.

A Okay. 286?

Q Yes.

A Got it.

Q So if you take a nonent to | ook at that
page, |'m not asking you for the nunbers that we can
all see, but just generally what is the information
shown on this page? What does it nmean or what are
these colums | should put it that way?

A Well, the first colum is the township
office. The second colum was Van Buren's Fire wth
the EMS. The third was the recreation fund.

Q And what does that nean |like when it says
townshi p, what does that represent?

A Townshi p general. Anything that goes within

the township general. An exanple would be payroll for
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the trustee, for the board, and for any accounts
payable individual. It would be for utilities,
I nsurance on the buildings on the construction so

forth, and so on. Okay. And it goes all the way down

t hr ough.

Q Al right. So the -- you said the enmergency
medi cal was for the fire -- is that the EMI?

A EMS.

Q EMS.

A M1 hmm

Q And then there's a separate firefighting

fund?

A Correct.

Q Is that for the firefighting operations
t hensel ves?

A Yes.

Q And then the rainy-day fund is listed in its
own columm; correct?

A Correct.

Q And if you turn over a page to page ending
in 287, the first six colums are additional funds;
correct?

A Yes.

Q The Koonz Cenetery donation fund and the

Har nony Cenetery are those the two ceneteries that the
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township trustee owns or mmintains?

A W& own.

Q Ckay. You nentioned the seven ceneteries in
Van Buren Townshi p?

A Yes.

Q So the other five are ones you do not own,
but you do maintain thenf

A We provide a fund for themif possible --
if -- they have to give us so nmuch docunents for the
audits that we have to make sure that they are in
need.

Q And then the | ooking page 287, the very | ast
colum on the right. 1It's the totals col um.

A Correct.

Q Do | understand that to be the total of all
the colums to the left?

A Yes.

Q For the various categories -- the various
rows of data that are included in the table?

A Yes.

Q So the cash on hand at the begi nning of 2017
woul d have been $3.3 nmillion and at the end of 2017,
it's just alittle bit over $4 mllion?

A Correct.

Q Al'l right. Now here's another docunent that
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woul d be Exhibit 62.
MR. UNGER: 63.
BY MR. MCNEI L:
Q Sorry, 63.
(Exhibit 63 was marked for
i dentification.)

Ms. Barrow, do you have Exhibit 63 in front

of you?
A Yes.
Q It's a letter to the officials of the Van

Buren Townshi p Trustee Monroe County, I|ndiana, dated
May 15, 2023, fromthe state of Indiana; correct?
A Yes.
Q And for present purposes, | just want to
| ook at page endi ng 262.
A Okay.
Q On this page, we see what's called a
"Schedul e of cash and investnment bal ances on a
regul atory basis as of Decenber 31, 2022;" correct?
A Correct.
Q And so under the heading fund there are
several entries Township Recreation Fund, et cetera.
A Correct.
Q I noticed that the EMS fund and t he

firefighting fund are renoved; correct?

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 67

A Correct

Q The total ampbunt of cash on hand as of the
end of Decenber of 2022 is $5.1 mllion; correct?

A Correct.

Q How cl ose is the bal ance today?
A 4. 2.

Q 4.27

A Mm hnm

Q Now you nmentioned COVID earlier, but at the
end of 2017, you had total cash on hand of $4 mllion,
and in February -- I'msorry, in Decenber of 2022, you
had $5 mllion. So is it fair to say that the anmount
of cash on hand grew by 25 percent over the five years
i ncl udi ng the COVID period?

A Yes.

Q Wiy is the township -- well let ne ask it
this way. How nuch cash reserves does the township
trustee need?

A Qur budgets starts in June when we start our
budgets, okay? Over in Decenber, we do not get
anything from January until May for any tax all otnent,
so from January to May, end of May or whenever the
auditor distributes those. W have to keep that
bal ance going. | nean we still have bills. W stil

have assi stance we're paying for, so the cash on hand
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takes us through that first six nonths.
Q So how often-- you get paynent roughly

speaking fromthe auditor twce a year?

A Yes.

Q Roughly May and Novenber ?

A Yes.

Q Corresponding to when the property taxes are

due?

Yes.

Q So you get a paynment in Novenber that has to

carry you through until the paynment in May?

A Correct.

Q Al right. But the cash on hand increased
from4 mllionto 5 mllion from 2017 to 2022. |Is
there a -- are there amounts within either the 5
mllion at the end of 2022 or the 4.2 mllion today
that are reserved against certain liabilities or are
t hese generally avail abl e funds cash unrestricted?

A No. They -- whatever fund nanme they're in
that's where they have to stay unless we request a
transfer froma fund to a fund.

Q Right. But the -- so let's say, for
exanpl e, you have a liability that you know i s going
to conme due in 60 days, do you have to set a reserve

i n your general fund for exanple so that you know
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you' Il have the noney for that liability 60 days from

now when it cones due?

A Yes.
Q Is there an amount specifically of that $4.2
mllion that's tied to a known claimfor which there

is a reserve?

A Yes.

Q How nmuch?

A That's the $2.1 mllion for the township
of fice and the community buil di ng.

Q So the other 2.1 mllion currently in the
fund is specific to whichever fund it's in?

A Correct.

Q Okay. Have you ever had to borrow noney as
the township to cover the float between tax paynents?

A " mthinking about this. W inposed a tax
when we bought fire engines, okay? So we had a debt
there, but as far as transferring to and from no.
Not that | --

Q Are you famliar -- I'msorry. | didn't
mean to cut off there.

A No. Not that | can recall.

Q Are you famliar with the thing known as the
tax anticipation warrant?

A No.
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Q So you've never had to use one?

A No.

Q You famliar with a report known as the
Ker nan- Shephard Report?

A Yes.

Q What is your understanding of what that
report is?

A They would like to do away wth trustees.

Q Was it -- do you understand that report was
publ i shed before you were in the trustee role?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever read it?

A Not conpl etely, no.

Q You read the recomrendati ons on aboli shing
t ownshi p gover nnent ?

A Yes.

Q You understand that that recommendation to
elimnate townshi p governnent was a bipartisan
recomrendati on?

A No, | didn't.

Q Do you agree with that recommendati on?

A No.

Q What do you see as the benefit of township

gover nnment ?

A The best that | can describe tois a -- iIs
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if a resident of Van Buren cones into the office and
says ny electricity has been shot off and I'mgoing to
get an eviction notice in tw days. Can you help nme?
Tell me where else you would go to be able to turn
around the assistance for that individual within 24
hour s.
If we have 72, but we usual with sonething

like this on the average, | can turn them around in
| ess than 24 hours.

Q So do | understand you to be saying and
pl ease correct me if I'mwong or inconplete, that
your ability to provide township assistance is what
you perceive to be the primary benefit of township
gover nnment ?

A Absol ut el y.

Q Al right. This will be 64.

(Exhibit 64 was marked for
i dentification.)
Ms. Barrow, you have Exhibit 64 in front of

you.

A Yes.

Q It's a meno. Menorandum for the record to
t he Bl oom ngton City Conmmon Council and Mayor John
Ham [ ton from County Residents Agai nst Annexation

dat ed August 3, 2021, do you see that?
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A Yes.

Q Have you ever seen this before? And |I'm
going to -- let nme wthdraw that question. | would
| i ke for you to please read this docunent. It's just

roughly a page to yourself and |l et nme know when you're
finished and then I'll ask you questions about it.

A Okay. |I'm finished.

Q So the | ast paragraph on the first page --

first have you seen this docunent before today?

A No.
Q Were you present at the city council nmeeting
i n August -- | believe it was August 4th, whatever the

first day of school was in 20217

A No, | did not go.

Q Okay. D d you watch it online?

A Yes.

Q Do you know if Margaret Cl enents spoke at
that nmeeting -- nmade a presentation or made comrents
to the city council?

A | believe so, but |I'mnot positive. It's
been too | ong ago.

Q Sure. The | ast paragraph on the first page
I dentifies the co-founders of County Residents Agai nst
Annexation as yourself, Margaret Cl enents, and Col by

W cker, do you see that?
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Yeah.
Who' s Col by W cker?

> O >

He is one of ny individuals. He's an intern

that | have.

Q At your office?

A Mm hmm

Q You have to say "yes."

A Yes.

Q He's currently an intern?

A Yes -- no. Right now he is going to | aw
school .

Q So he was an intern in the past?

A Correct.

Q And this was in -- was he an intern in 20217

A Yes.

Q | asked you earlier if you were a co-founder

of county residents. Does this refresh your
recol |l ection about that or is this just wong?

A | don't renmenber being a co-founder, okay?
Because in an elected position |I could not do that.

Q VWhy not? What's your understanding as to
why not ?

A The why not because there are people that do
want it, people that don't want and | can't take a

side. And |I'mnot being annexed. | will say this
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that, yes, | have been very well involved wth
annexati on whenever it began in 2017. Again, |I'm
going to say | am not agai nst annexation. | am

agai nst involuntary annexation and this -- | was never

a board nenber, although I did go to a few of the
neetings. Sinmply because to keep our residents
updat ed for CRAA

Q Why did you want to keep your residents
updated for -- oh, residents in the community. | got
you.

A Yes.

Q Yes. So what did Col by Wcker do when he
was in an intern in your office?

A He hel ped ne with day-to-day township
trustee.

Q Was he a paid intern?

A Yes.

Q Was he in school --

A Yes.

Q -- in college at the tine?

A Yes.

Q I'"mnot texting, |'mIlooking something up

that pertains to the questions |I'm asking you. That's
why |''mon ny phone. You understood -- you said

you're not agai nst annexation generally, but you
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woul d -- you are opposed to involuntary annexation?

A That is correct.

Q What as an intern -- what were Col by
W cker's responsibilities when he was in your office?

A Hel ping with townshi p assi stance, hel ping
with COVID -- that people needed different things. He
woul d -- back up an everyone that's in the office,
you know, he couldn't do the accounts payable, but he
could go in and say, you know, okay, we got the nail
He woul d only work maybe 15 hours a week at the nost
at that tine.

Q Did during that tinme when he was at your
office, did the two of you discuss Bl oom ngton's
i nvol untary annexati on pl ans?

A I will say off and on, yes, and the reason
" msaying that is because calls would conme in asking
about it and he would cone in and say to ne, "Rita, do
you under stand or do you know anything" -- no.

Q Did you ever have any neetings at the
township trustee office with Margaret Cl enents
concerni ng annexation?

A No.

Q And by that question, | nean whether as a
one-on-one neeting or neeting with the two of you and

ot hers? You had no neetings about annexation in
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Bl oom ngt on annexation?

A

to the CRAA neetings --

Q

at the township trustee's office?

A
recol l ecti
Q
hall with
A

Q
A

Q

you, which is a printout of a cal endar appoi nt nent

where the

Per son

> O >

Q

Al exander ,

Buren Townshi p; Marty Stephens, Richland Township, and

Dan Conbs,

do you see that?

Page 76

We had neetings, yes. Like | said, | went

Right. M question is specific to neetings

No. And I'mgoing to say this not to ny
on. | -- 1 can't recall any.

Did you ever have a neeting here at city
Mayor Ham | ton and other township trustees?
Yes.

And specifically about annexation?

Correct. Thank you.

Ms. Barrow, you have Exhibit 65 in front of

subject is "Trustee's Re: Annexation In

(Exhibit 65 was marked for
i dentification.)
Yes.
The date is June 9, 2021? Do you see that?
Yes.
It shows here that there are names Kim

Bl oom ngton Townshi p; Rita Barrow of Van

Perry Township. Do you see that?
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A Yes.

Q Were all four of those people at the
meeti ng?

A Yes.

Q Who fromthe City in addition to Mayor John
Ham | ton attended?

A Carm chael, is that her nane?
Mary- Cat heri ne Carm chael ?
Yes. Yes. And Giffin.
Don Griffin?
Mm hmm

Yes?

> O » O >» O

Yes.

Q What did you understand their positions to
be with the City, if any?

A | never heard what their positions were to
be on that.

Q So the neeting was -- was it in this
physi cal conference roonf?

A Yes, it was.

Q What was -- what is your -- let ne ask it
this way. What was di scussed at that neeting?

A Annexat i on.

Q Was -- did you have an agenda --

A No.
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Q -- to discuss --
A No.
Q Did you perceive the mayor had an agenda or

what he wanted to di scuss?
A | don't recall an agenda ot her than he was

goi ng to pursue annexation and requested our input.

Q And did you provide input?

A Yes.

Q What did you say?

A VWhy are you not annexi ng sone individuals

within a comunity and you are others? And --

Q Did you -- sorry, go ahead.

A And he said to ne, "If they want to be
annexed, |'d be nore than happy to annex." And |
said, "Well, they would be tickled to death to get the
sewer." And he said, "I do not have to either prom se
or provide." | can't renenber, which of the two.
do not prom se or provide utilities.

Q I'"mgoing to follow up on that in a second.
Did you bring any docunents with you to the
annexation?

A | don't think so.

Q O to the neeting | should say. You
mentioned that there were, you had questions about why

certain people were in and certain people were out?

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 79

A Yes.
Q And | think we were |ooking at that docunent

with the yellow and --

A Yes.

Q The orange and bl ue?

A No, yellow and bl ue.

Q Yel | ow and bl ue maps where you were | think

aski ng sone of those questions?

A Yes.

Q Li ke why were people on one side of the
color line or the other in that map; right?

A Yes.

Q So is that a question that you've had from
t he begi nni ng?

A Yes.

Q Before we get to the mayor's response, did
you have any ot her questions that you asked of the
mayor that you renenber?

A Yes, | asked him about trash pickup, and
fromhis I think his response was, "Yes, we provide
trash pickup” and I know that's -- | can renmenber who
asked whether it was nme or one of the other trustees
that said, "So we can continue the trash pickup, yes,
but will the City pay for trash pickup when you're
annexed"? So to the City, so they'd be paying two.
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Q If they chose to continue with the existing
service?

A Correct

Q What ot her questions do you renenber being
asked?

A Resi dents asked nme about their aninals, some
of their animals that they had would they be still be

able to continue having |ike chickens or whatever they
had. |'mjust using that as an exanple. And he said,

"Yes. Provided there isn't over X anount and that you

have sufficient pending for them-- pinning for them"
The question was, "Can | still shoot ny
gun?" | don't think this was ever answered. | don't

recall that one, but | did know that was one that was
asked. | can't recall anything else. It's been too
| ong.

Q The Exhibit 65 says the neeting duration was

45 m nutes --

A Yes.

Q Does that sound about how | ong the neeting
| ast ed?

A Yes.

Q So let's go back to the coment about ot her
people -- the mayor's coment that you described as

along the lines of if they want to be annexed. W can
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annex them The comment about

as you renenber it,
A Agai n,

"I'f they want to be annexed, al

us know they want to be annexed"

woul d be great
woul d | ove to have city sewer

said, "I don't" and this is -- |

wor d. "
utilities."

Q

don't renmenber which?

A | don't renmenber if it

provi de.

Q
A

Q
back up first.

Okay. But it was one
Yes.
Was
The | and owners
Full erton Pike, was it your
were on wells and septics?

A They with on septics,
on Van Buren Water.

Q
A

Q

Ri ght off of 45 and --

utilities as precisely
what did the mayor
" mgoing to say this that

because Fullerton Pike is the one that

and city water."”

do not have to pronm se or

Are you saying he said one of the other,

t here di scussi on about --

under st andi ng t hat they

Wher e does Van Buren get

Do they purchase it wholesale fromthe City

Page 81

say?

he said,
they've to do is |et
and | said, "That

And he
got to fill in this

provide city

you

was prom sed or

of the two.

well, let me

are residents in

not wells. They are

its water fronf
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of Bl oom ngton?

A ['"'m-- |"massum ng, yes.

Q So the lines were already present?

A Correct.

Q And when the Van Buren Fire -- when Van

Buren had its own fire departnent, if there was a cal
in an area where the City water lines existed is it
your understanding that they used the City water --
hooked into the City hydrants?

A " mgoing to say |'mnot sure of that

because | do know that Van Buren Water has fire

hydr ant s.
Q Ri ght .
A But it's still -- again whether City

provi des that water or not.

Q Ckay. So when the mayor -- so the | and
owners and residents of Fullerton Pike had expressed
to you an interest in potentially getting hooked into
the City sewer and wastewater systenf

A Yes and no. Ckay.

Q Yeah, explain the qualifications of the
answer .

A Yes. At one tine | lived in Garden Acres,
which is the community that |'mtal king about. In

1971, ny husband and | purchased a honme there. When
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we purchased a home two weeks after we noved in, we
had a notice that all water would be shut off and that
we had X anount of tinme in which to fix the sewer |ine
or the septic line, okay? And we were at what do we
do, you know.

So ny husband worked at that time for the
City of Bloom ngton. He contacts city utilities.

City utilities told himthat wasn't that far away and
they wouldn't have to have a lift station for the
sewer, so therefore he could hook on. W hooked on.
One road over was an individual that lived there that
was ny best friend and behind her house was her nother
who was on septic and had Van Buren Water, but they
didn't have the sewers, okay.

And she was constantly upset about not being
able to hook on at that tine. She's since passed and
| believe there is an individual now that owns that
home, but if you go east of that -- or I'msorry west
of that the three houses that are on the sanme road as
her was not annexed.

Along with her nother, which has al so passed
on Fullerton Pike and there's like three or four hones
along there. They would have |liked to have had city
sewer .

Q So when in your scenario, you're describing
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when your husband tal ked to people at the City of
Bl oom ngton utilities about hooking into the sewer --

A Yes

Q Was it your understanding that the Barrow
famly had to pay for that connection?

A Yes.

Q So in the neeting with the mayor when he
said that he did not have to -- either the "prom se
utilities or I do not have to provide utilities" was
that in the context of who pays for it or was that
just at all?

A No. That was not in anything on the context
because later is when | said to nyself, "Rita, why
didn't you say, the reason he will not provide that is

because there'd have to be a lift station.™"

Q I's that your conclusion just based on --
A Just on ne.

Q Your own thoughts?

A My own.

Q The mayor did not say that?

A No.

Q Let me -- sonetines when | ask a question,

the way | just asked it and you answered no, there's a
doubl e negative init. So let ne ask it this way.

Did the mayor say anything in the neeting about a |ift
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station?

A No, nor did I.

Q Ckay. And nor did anyone el se; correct?

A Correct.

Q Did the mayor -- other than in the context
of utilities, did the mayor say anythi ng about whether
he had to either prom se or provide any type of city
services?

A No, | think we -- specifically he was
speaki ng about city water and city sewer.

Q This will be 66.

(Exhibit 66 was marked for
i dentification.)

Ms. Barrow, do you have Exhibit 66 in front

of you?
A Yes.
Q You know what Nextdoor is; right?
A Yes.
Q Descri be for us what Nextdoor is?
A It is a website that people join to let them

know, okay, where it is.
Q And it's kind of organi zed geographically?
A Absol utely.
Q Yeah. And are you a nenber of the Nextdoor

Eastern Green -- Nextdoor group?

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 86

A Yes.

Q Does that cover or extend into Monroe
County?

A Yes.

Q You see your nane there where it says --

A Yes, | do.

Q Rita Barrow airport. Do you understand what
the reference to the airport is there?

A We now have yard signs for annexation.

Q Right. Hold on. But it says Rita Barrow,
airport. Did you understand what the reference to the
airport is there? Do you live close -- is your office
close to the airport?

A The office is close. Yes, it's across the
road fromthe airport.

Q Right. So do you understand that on
Next door it kind of assigns a neighborhood or area to
where each individual person is when they register
their account? You may -- if you don't know that's
fine.

A | don't understand what you're asking.

Q Yes. So |ike when you sign up for a
Next door account and you join a group --

A Mm hnrm

Q There typically is an option to identify
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where you are within that group, if you're in a
particul ar nei ghbor hood.

A Yes.

Q So do you know if the airport reference
there is something that you filled in or provided when
you regi stered your Nextdoor account?

A No, | would say nore than likely that's when
they found me on 2123 Kirby Road because there's Kirby
Road and the airport is right across the road from ne.

Q Right. So the post here, you started it
read it. You say we now have yard signs for
annexation --

A Mm hmm

Q And this it -- this note or this post is
avai l able to anyone who's in this group with the right
settings.

A Correct.

Q So it will include people in the annexation
area, but it would include people who were beyond that
t00?

A Correct.

Q To receive you will need it stop by our
office at 2123 South Kirby Road, do you --

A Yes.

Q VWhere did the annexation signs cone fronf
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A CRAA.
Q And were these, so you can have a sign in

favor of sonething and a sign opposed to sonething;

right?

A Yes.

Q Were these signs in favor of annexation?

A | don't recall

Q Were they signs opposing annexati on?

A | know that some of them were, yes. These
are the ones that | had in ny vehicle.

Q Have you ever seen -- have you ever received

a sign from County Residents Agai nst Annexation that

said we're in favor of annexation?

A No.
Q Kind of would be contrary to the nane;
right?

A Correct.

Q So is it your testinony that all of the
signs that people could retrieve from 2123 South Kirby
Road were in your vehicle?

A | don't know that all of themwere. And the
reason |'m saying that is because the -- the signs
were brought in and put into the office, okay. Then
we took them out of the office. People came in to

pick them up that had ordered them
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Q When they canme to pick them up, who hel ped
themretrieve the sign?

A Anybody that was there that answered the
bel I .
A bell at the front desk?
Mm hmm

Yes? You have to say "yes."

> O >» O

Yes.

Q Thank you. And then to retrieve the sign
are you saying that whoever was assisting the person
requesting the sign would go out to your car, get the
sign?

A No. [I'mnot saying that. Again, |'m going
to say that if the signs were delivered, okay, and put
in the foyer of the office, that's where they were and
people would conme in and pick them up

Q Al right. So sonebody in the office would
assi st them and whoever answered the bell in
retrieving the sign?

A Yes. What they would say is, "Here's the
sign."

Q Okay. And they were being -- the enpl oyees
who assisted were that were being paid by the township
trustee at the tinme?

A ["'mtrying to think whether it was the
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volunteers that | had.

Q Well, you just said it was whoever answered
the bell, soif it was an enpl oyee who answered the
bell that person was being paid by the township
trustee; right?

A Yes, because they'd point, yes.

Q Did you instruct your enployees not to
participate in annexation matters?

A No, it was not mne to say, yes or no.

Q Did you instruct themnot to participate in

annexation matters while they were at work?

A No, | didn't have a problemwth that. That

was there's.

Q How di d you ensure that enpl oyees did not
participate in annexation opposition activities while
t hey were on the clock?

A | can't think of a way. They have their
office. | have m ne.

Q Do you understand that if you authorize the
use of township funds for unauthorized or non-
townshi p expenses that you can be personally |iable
for those expenses?

A Yes, the State Board of Accounts has already
went through that with ne.

Q Right. |If you' d |look at Exhibit 63 back in
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front of you, if you would, please. This is that My
15, 2023, letter fromthe State that we | ooked at
previ ously when we | ooked at the $5 mllion account
bal ance as of the end of 2022. On the first page of
Exhi bit 63 now, on the very first page under "I nproper
use of public funds, condition and context."

Do you agree with the assessnent that $3,099
of township funds were used to fund the -- or pay for
the printing of information related to the canpaign
agai nst annexation?

A I'"mlooking for the dollars, where was it?

Q It's under "Condition and context" at the
end of that first |ine.

A | see it now. Okay.

Q So just a dollar short of $3,100; right?

A Yes.

Q Was townshi p funds that you used to pay for
sone -- to a local printing conpany for the canpaign
agai nst annexation; correct?

A No, it wasn't for the canpaign. It was to
notify them of the annexati on.

Q So do you dispute the State's
characteri zation that the $3, 100 was paid to a | ocal
printing conpany for resources to canpai gn agai nst the

annexati on?
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Q

t he | ocal
A

Q
A

Q
A

mai led it.

wel | ?
A
| ong tinme

Q

A

> O >» O

Q
A
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No, | don't dispute that. They did do that.
Was that a paynent that you approved?

Yes, it was.

Did any portion of that -- well, what was
printing conpany?

Baugh Printing.

Can you spell that?

B-A-U-GH

What did Baugh Printing print?

They printed a postcard, front and back, and

So the Baugh Printing handled the mailing as

| don't know. | haven't used Baugh for a

now, so | don't know.

So you -- Baugh printed the postcards at

your office's request?

Mm hmm

You have to say "yes."

Yes.

And who were the postcards mailed to?

The postcards were sent to all individuals

bei ng annexed.

I n Van Buren Township only?

No.
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Q So at the tinme there were seven annexati on
areas; correct?

A No. There were five after that.

Q So 1A is on -- you famliar with the --
generally the | ocation of the areas?

A Yes.

Q So 1A is on the westside of Bl oom ngton?

A Yes.

Q 1B is on the southwest side; correct?

A Yes.

Q Two or 1C is also on the southwest side;
correct?

A Yes.

Q Two is on the southeast side?

A Yes.

Q And three, four, and five are these islands
on the westside of the --

A Correct.

Q So the Van Buren Township Trustee paid for
the printing of postcards for all seven of those
areas?

A Not all seven.

VWhi ch ar eas?

Q
A The five.
Q Which five?

Veritext Lega Solutions
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A The 1A -- I'msorry, yes, the counting
because |'m counting |ike Van Buren Township. Yes,
there are seven. There were seven.

Q Who paid for the postage?

A It was with the contract w th Baugh
Printing.

Q So it was part of the $3,1007?

A Correct.

Q And if you | ook at page 63 -- |I'msorry,
Exhi bit 63, the page ending 263.

A Yes.

Q Is this your written response to the State
Board of Accounts?

A Yes.

Q Now it's your response is dated May 11t h,
but the letter on the first page is dated May 15th
both in the year of 2023.

A M1 hmm

Q Do you know why your letter -- your coments
to the State Board of Accounts are dated four days
before the date of the letter? Like did they let you
know what the finding was going to be and then you
submtted your witten response?

A Mm hnrm

Q You have to say "yes"?
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A Yes.

Q Had you ever received a letter |ike Exhibit
63 before sort of a comment on the review of the
financials that said township funds were used

| nappropriately?

A No.
Q So this was the only one in the 14 years?
A That | can recall and |I think | would have

recalled fromthe State Board of Accounts.

Q And in your response to the State Board of
Accounts or to whomit may concern, did you
acknow edge that it was an inproper use of township
funds?

A Yes, | did.

Q And your response provides a | ook at your

t hought process for why you did it; correct?

A Yes.

Q Have you rei nbursed the township for those
funds?

A No. Because the State Board of Accounts

told me | did not have to.

Q When did they tell you that?

A | have a -- after whenever they called ne
concerning nmy audit. They said they understood and

they took in consideration ny nessage to them M

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com 888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 96

letter to themor email and no.
Q Is that confirnmed in a docunent sonewhere?
A | have it, yes.
Q What is this? Is it aletter fromthe State

Board of Accounts?

A No, it's an emnil .

Q An email from who?

A From the auditor that did nmy audit.

Q Were there other occasions not captured by

this audit where township funds were used to support
t he opposition to the annexati on?
A Not to ny awar eness.
Q On page 263, of Exhibit 63, you have a count

of residents for area 1A, 1B, 1C all Van Buren?

A Yes.
Q Are those a nunber of people or a nunmber of
honmes?

A Nunber of hones.

Q So where it says residents T-S, it should be
residences with a CGE-S?

A Resi dential, yeah, probably, yes.

Q So this is not a population count?

A No.

Q Where did you get the figures to show the

nunmber of residential units in Van Buren Townshi p?

WWw.veritext.com

Veritext Lega Solutions

888-391-3376



© 00 N oo o b~ wWw N P

NCRE SR SR R N o e e e i o
a A W N P O © 00 N O 00~ W N ., O

Page 97

A Fromthe City attorney.

Q M ke Rouker?

A Yes.

Q Did he tell you where he got those figures?

A No.

Q Have you ever reviewed the City's fiscal
pl an for popul ati on purposes?

A No.

Q Have you reviewed the fiscal plan?

A No.

Q Is it accurate to say that the materials you

revi ewed concerning the financial inpact of the
annexation on the County in Van Buren Townshi p woul d
be the Reedy and Baker Tilly information?

A Yes.

MR. MCNEIL: | have no further
guestions for you at this time. W do need to nake
copi es of your folder. M. Heeb may have sone
questi ons.

MR. HEEB: Just | think one,
Ms. Barrow.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. HEEB:
Q Regardi ng the financial inpact on the Van

Buren Township Trustee office, do you also rely upon
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your experience and your understandi ng of rmunici pal
finance?

A Yes.

Q And regardi ng your understandi ng of the
financial inmpact on the residents of areas 1A and
1B - -

A Yes

Q -- within Van Buren Townshi p, do you al so
rely on your experience and interactions with then?

A Yes.

Q Ckay.

MR. HEEB: | have no other questions.
THE W TNESS: May | say sonet hi ng?
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR, MCNEI L:

Q I will ask you a question because that's how
depositions work. M. Barrow, is there anything el se
you want to say about this process, please do.

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Please, go ahead.

A Thank you. | was elected as a -- from Van
Buren Township. M position and ny responsibility and
my obligation is to Van Buren residents. \When they
ask a question or they have a concern, | want themto

cone to ne and let ne help themin any way that |
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possi bly can. This also includes when they cone to ne
and ask ne who do | go to get city water or city
sewer. | will look up the phone nunmber. | wll |oo0ok
up the address and | will tell them you nust nake an
appoi nt nent before you're allowed into the buil ding
for the City.

Water can -- can you what water state that |
need to go to for this house? Yes, if it's Van Buren,
you have to go and make an appointnment or if they --

if you talk to the individual that's there through the

speaker and this has been a while back. | don't know
If they still have it or not, then you can talk to
t hem about hooking on. | protect ny residents that's

my concern. That's ny responsibility.

Q Do you have a responsibility for |and owners
in Perry township?

A ' m sorry.

Q Do you have a responsibility for |and owners
in Perry township?

A No, | do not.

Q Do you have a responsibility for |and owners
in Richland Townshi p?

A No, | do not.

Q Do you have a responsibility for |and owners

i n Bl oom ngton Townshi p?
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A No, | do not.

Q But yet when your office paid $3,100 for a
postcard, you were -- you knew at the tinme that they
were being mailed to residents in Perry, Richland, and

Bl oom ngton Townshi p; correct?

A Yes.
Q Ckay.
MR. MCNEIL: | have no further
guesti ons.
MR. HEEB: No further questions. Thank
you.
THE REPORTER: All right.
MR. HEEB: And then, | guess we're
mar king the -- what she has in her folder all as 64 --

or are we going --

MR. UNGER: It could be 66.

THE REPORTER: We're up to 67.

(Exhibit 67 was marked for

I dentification.)

Just a couple of quick clean-ups.
Orders sane as |l ast deposition? | just wanted to
clean up transcript orders on the record real quick
first. Which was orders sane as | ast deposition?

MR. HEEB: For nme, yes.

THE REPORTER: (Okay. And signature?
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MR. HEEB: | can expl ain.

Rita, the court reporter can send you a
copy of the transcript, which will have all your
testinmony witten out, and you can review it and | ook
for things like spelling errors or punctuation or
things along those lines. [It's not an opportunity to
change your testinony, but an opportunity to nmake sure
that there aren't any errors.

THE W TNESS: COkay.

MR. HEEB: You can either do that and
ask for that to happen or you can say, | waive
signature, which neans that you are waiving your right
to review the transcript and then basically accepting
that or trusting the court reporter to type it
accurately.

THE WTNESS: | want to reviewit,
pl ease.

MR. HEEB: Okay.

THE REPORTER: All right. In that
case, we're now off the record at 12:57 p. m

(Si gnature not waived.)

(Wher eupon, at 12:57 p.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF DEPOSI TI ON OFFI CER

I, ANDREW PRONSCHI NSKE, the officer before
whom t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of ny know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enployee of

any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

out cone of this action. & Ay

ANDREW PRONSCHI NSKE
Notary Public in and for the

State of | ndi ana
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

|, CAM LLE MONTGOVERY, do hereby certify
that this transcript was prepared fromthe digital
audi o recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

(ol Wy

CAM LLE MONTGOVERY
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Veritext Legal Solutions
1100 Superior Ave
Suite 1820
Cl evel and, Ohio 44114
Phone: 216-523-1313

To: Ryan Heeb, Esg.
Case Nanme: County Residents Against Annexation, Inc.,

City of Bloonington, Indiana, et al.
Veritext Reference Number: 6485975
Wtness: Rita Barrow Deposition Date: 3/14/2
Dear Sir/ Madam
The deposition transcript taken in the above-referenc
matter, with the reading and signing having not been
expressly waived, has been completed and is avail able
for review and signature. Please call our office to
make arrangenments for a convenient |ocation to
acconplish this or if you prefer a certified transcri
can be purchased.
If the errata is not returned within thirty days of y
receipt of this letter, the reading and signing wll

deened wai ved.

Si ncerely,
Producti on Depart ment

NO NOTARY REQUI RED | N CA
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DEPGOSI TI ON REVI EW
CERTI FI CATI ON OF W TNESS

ASSI GNVENT REFERENCE NO. 6485975
CASE NAME: County Residents Against Annexati on,
v. City of Bloom ngton, Indiana, et al
DATE OF DEPCSI TI ON: 3/ 14/ 2024
W TNESS' NAME: Rita Barrow
In accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
ny testinmony or it has been read to ne.
I have made no changes to the testinony
as transcribed by the court reporter.

Dat e Rita Barrow

Sworn to and subscribed before nme, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
and acknow edge that:

They have read the transcript;

They signed the foregoing Sworn
St at enent; and

Their execution of this Statenment is of
their free act and deed.

| have affixed ny nanme and official seal

this day of , 20

Not ary Public

Comm ssi on Expiration Date
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Inc., et al.
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DEPGOSI TI ON REVI EW
CERTI FI CATI ON OF W TNESS

ASSI GNMENT REFERENCE NO. 6485975
CASE NAME: County Residents Agai nst Annexati on,
v. City of Bloom ngton, Indiana, et al
DATE OF DEPOSI TI ON: 3/ 14/ 2024
W TNESS' NAME: Rita Barrow
In accordance with the Rules of Civil
Procedure, | have read the entire transcript of
nmy testinony or it has been read to ne.
| have listed ny changes on the attached
Errata Sheet, listing page and |ine nunmbers as
well as the reason(s) for the change(s).
| request that these changes be entered
as part of the record of ny testinony.

| have executed the Errata Sheet, as wel
as this Certificate, and request and authorize
that both be appended to the transcript of ny
testimony and be incorporated therein.

Dat e Rita Barrow

Sworn to and subscri bed before nme, a
Notary Public in and for the State and County,
the referenced witness did personally appear
and acknow edge that:

They have read the transcript;

They have listed all of their corrections

in the appended Errata Sheet;

They signed the foregoing Sworn

St at enent; and

Their execution of this Statement is of

their free act and deed.

| have affixed ny nanme and official seal
this day of , 20

Not ary Public

Commi ssi on Expiration Date
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ERRATA SHEET
VERI TEXT LEGAL SOLUTI ONS M DWEST

ASSI GNMENT NO: 6485975
PAGE/ LI NE(S) / CHANGE /| REASON
Dat e Rita Barrow
SUBSCRI BED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS
DAY OF , 20

Not ary Public

Comm ssion Expiration Date
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Indiana Rules of Trial Procedure
Depositions Upon Oral Examination

Rule 30

(e) Submission to witness--Changes--Signing.

(1) When the testimony 1is fully transcribed, the
deposition shall be submitted to the witness for
reading and signing and shall be read to or by him,
unless such reading and signing have been waived by
the witness and by each party. “Submitted to the
witness” as used in this subsection shall mean (a)
mailing of written notification by registered or
certified mail to the witness and each attorney
attending the deposition that the deposition can be
read and examined in the office of the officer
before whom the deposition was taken, or (b),
mailing the original deposition, by registered or
certified mail, to the witness at an address
designated by the witness or his attorney, if
requested to do so by the witness, his attorney, or

the party taking the deposition.

(2) If the witness desires to change any answer in
the deposition submitted to him, each change, with

a statement of the reason therefor, shall be made




by the witness on a separate form provided by the
officer, shall be signed by the witness and affixed
to the original deposition by the officer. A copy
of such changes shall be furnished by the officer

to each party.

(3) If the reading and signing have not been waived
by the witness and by each party the deposition
shall be signed by the witness and returned by him
to the officer within thirty (30) days after it 1is
submitted to the witness. If the deposition has
been returned to the officer and has not been
signed by the witness, the officer shall execute a
certificate of that fact, attach it to the original
deposition and deliver it to the party taking it.
In such event, the deposition may be used by any
party with the same force and effect as though it

had been signed by the witness.

(4) In the event the deposition is not returned to
the officer within thirty (30) days after it has
been submitted to the witness, the reporter shall
execute a certificate of that fact and cause the
certificate to be delivered to the party taking it.

In such event, any party may use a copy of the




deposition with the same force and effect as though

the original had been signed by the witness.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.

THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted




fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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